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AECB At Ecobuild – 5th To 7th March 2013 

Once again this year the AECB will have a stand at Ecobuild. We will be in the North Hall on stand number N20 very 
close to the Passivhaus Pavilion.  

If you are giving a presentation or taking part in a panel discussion please let us know the details and we will flag it up on 
this newsletter and on the stand. Likewise if you are a member and exhibiting let us know and we will promote your 
presence. 

Protimeter Hygrotrac Remote Monitoring System 

For a limited time the AECB can offer the Protimeter HygroTrac remote monitoring system at significantly preferential 
terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  The Protimeter 
Hygrotrac is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, temperature and 
moisture level. For more details on the system please visit www.gehygrotrac.com. 

To obtain a quotation for the Protimeter Hygrotrac Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum 
board has been set up for discussion – go to http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html.  

Electricity Demand Reduction Consultation – AECB Resp onse To DECC 

AECB has drawn on member views and on Less is More to respond to the Department of Energy and Climate Change 
(DECC) on this crucial issue. The wording of AECB’s response is at www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3783.0.html.  

If you haven’t already done so, have a look at the video on the www.aecb.net home page, where Ofgem’s chief executive 
warns us just how close the grid already is to breaking point. 

Technical Housing Standards Review – Water Group – A ECB Involvement. 

The Technical Housing Standards Review has been set up by the coalition Government to “significantly rationalise the 
framework of building regulations, standards and guidance that apply during the house building process”. Whilst that 
seems sensible enough, it is widely quoted terms of reference like “untenable forest of Codes which add unnecessary 
costs and complexity to the house building process” that have set alarm bells ringing in some quarters. There are several 
working groups including energy, water, accessibility, space and security. 

Because of the AECB’s ground breaking Water Standards we were invited to sit on the Water Group and Cath Hassell 
has been attending on behalf of the AECB.  I am bound by the rules of the review that I cannot comment on anything that 
has been said or covered so far in the meetings held. But what I can say is that, on behalf of the AECB, I am pushing 
very strongly for a water fittings standard to replace the increasingly discredited water calculator, and also pushing that 
centrally set water targets will remain. I will report back whether that was successful or not once the review is over and 
the recommendations have gone out to public consultation.  

Cath Hassell, ech2o Consultants Ltd 

Less Is More:  Energy Security After Oil (LIM) From T he AECB.  

A reminder that we can send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is More at a price of £20 each (inc. P&P).  To 
place your order and arrange payment please contact sally@aecb.net. 

AECB Affiliation With Co-Operative Energy 

The AECB have a continued affiliation partnership which has been agreed with Co-operative Energy for the benefit of 
AECB members. 

Co-operative Energy is part of The Midcounties Co-operative, the third largest co-operative in the UK with sales of 
£780million and 430,000 members. Midcounties set up Co-operative Energy in 2010. Although founded by a regional co-
operative, Co-operative Energy is very much a national business, covering the whole of England, Wales and Scotland. 

The consumer body ‘Which?’ awarded Co-operative Energy their prestigious Consumer Action Award 2011 for steps 
taken to change the energy supply industry for the better. 

Co-operative Energy is committed to tackling climate change. It pledges to do this in four ways: 
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1. Sourcing more electricity from low carbon generators, including renewable energy generators such as wind and 
hydro. Co-operative Energy’s aim is for the carbon content of its electricity to be less than half the national 
average by April 2012.  

2. Investing in new renewable generating capacity 

3. Adopting energy-efficient practices throughout their trading group 

4. Helping customers save energy with tips on how to lead a lower carbon life 

In addition, Co-operative Energy have frozen their gas and electric prices to April 2013. 

As part of this affiliation partnership, Co-operative Energy has agreed to a £25 customer incentive for every AECB 
member who joins Co-operative Energy (subject to first 10,000 customers).  The cash incentive will be deducted from the 
customer’s first quarterly bill and is subject to general terms and conditions. 

AECB members who would like to take up the offer will need to either visit the AECB dedicated webpage 
(http://www.cooperativeenergy.coop/aecb) or telephone the freephone number 0800 954 0693 and quote ‘AECB’ to 
make themselves eligible for the incentive. 

We are extremely grateful to Co-operative Energy for this generous offer and look forward to a successful working 
relationship.  

To find out more about the benefits of AECB membership or discuss ways in which your organisation can work with 
AECB, please email emma@aecb.net or phone 0845 456 9773. 

AECB Member Soapbox - Biomass Heat: The Carbon Realit y 

AECB members Sofie Pelsmakers and Kate de Selincourt have responded to a feature in the CIBSE journal which 
suggested that biomass boilers contribute to carbon reduction.  

They report that DECC itself accepts this is not always the case, and argue that targets and subsidies undermine the 
drive for truly efficient building. Read their opinion at http://aecb.net/news/category/soapbox/ and respond on the forum at 
http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/board,82.0.html.     

AECB CarbonLite Passivhaus Courses 

The next Passivhaus Designer course will be at Westbourne House, Westbourne Grove near Paddington station in 
London.  This is a great opportunity to become qualified and learn from pioneers of UK Passivhaus design: 

 

 
 
London 2013 

 
Plymouth 2013 

 
Plymouth 2013 

    

Week 1    

Intro to Passivhaus 4 Feb 29 Apr 9 Sep 

Science of Passivhaus 5-6 Feb 30 Apr-1 May 10-11 Sep 

Construction of Passivhaus 7 Feb 2 May 12 Sep 

Thermal Bridging (optional) 8 Feb 3 May 13 Sep 

    

Week 2    

Services 18-19 Feb 20-21 May 23 -24 Sep 

PHPP 20-21 Feb 22-23 May 25 - 26 Sep 

    

Revision 22 Feb 24 May 27 Sep 

Exam 9 Mar 14 Jun 19 Oct 

 
For further information please visit http://www.carbonlite.org.uk/carbonlite/course_detail.php?cId=15 please book with 
Tim Martel 01752 542546 or training@peterwarm.co.uk  
New AECB Article:  “Building Fabric – Why Engineers Sh ould Be Involved” 

Low carbon new buildings are often designed to have minimal heat loss, but real performance is frequently disappointing. 
Sally Godber looks at some key Passivhaus principles that can help bridge the gap between design & reality. 

Sally is a partner in Warm - Low Energy Building Consultancy.  Sally started her career as a building services engineer 
specialising in renewable and low energy systems for a diverse range of sectors including historic, industrial and 
educational buildings.  Since joining WARM Sally’s main focus has been on comfort, and how this can be achieved 
alongside improved energy performance.  The Passivhaus methodology was an obvious partner in this aim, and Sally 
has since been involved in a number of houses, flats, offices and schools designed to the standard. 
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View the article at http://aecb.net/news/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Sallys-CIBSE-article7-October-2012.pdf  

YouGen Website 

Award-winning renewable energy website YouGen is expanding its coverage to include a wide range of energy efficiency 
measures - including most of the measures covered by the Green Deal.  

The information on the website is a combination of researched material and expert blogs. We are seeking new 'YouGen 
energy experts' to cover a range of areas including: architecture, design, insulation, heating, heat recovery, draught 
proofing and lighting. Bloggers benefit from a raised profile, and often from new leads to their business.  

To express an interest or find out more, please contact Cathy Debenham 01395 597879, cathy@yougen.co.uk  

For more go to www.yougen.co.uk  

 

Local Group News 
 

Full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events can be found on the website Forum (follow the blue link to 
Local Groups), AECB News Platform or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your name be added to a Local Group 
mailing list. 

Forthcoming Local Group Events In February 2013: 

• Wales Local Group 

The next meeting of AECB Cymru, the Local Group for Wales, will be on 4th February 2013 linked with the Stone Cold 
Houses Project conference organised by the Eco Centre Wales, Newport, Pembrokeshire. www.ecocentre.org.uk 

Date:  4th February 2013  

Time:  9.30am to 4.00pm 

Venue:  Ebeneser Chapel, Newport, SA42 0TS. 

There will be a buffet lunch provided. Booking is essential email directly to Tim at the Eco Centre or c/o 
debbie@aecb.net.  (The cost of the event is funded by Environment Wales and free to participants.).  Also contact 
debbie@aecb.net if you would like to be added to the mailing list of this Local Group or would like more information on 
the lift-share scheme. 

For those members not able to attend – as well as delegates - Chris Lord Smith has organised to meet up over a drink 
after the event at 4.30 – 6.00 at a local pub in Newport – The Golden Lion, East Street, Newport, Pembrokeshire SA42 
0SY http://www.goldenlionpembrokeshire.co.uk. 

If you would like to attend this social – networking and informal local group meeting over a drink then please let Chris 
know c/o debbie@aecb.net.  You are also welcome to stay for a bite to eat – Chris will be staying over and invites you to 
join them for supper. If you want to come to the conference then booking is essential. It is free and promises to be a 
really good event – to book please email Tim Brew – tim@ecocentre.org.uk. 

• Cheshire, Shropshire and Staffordshire Local Group 

Cheshire, Shropshire and Staffordshire Local Group meet up for a talk on the advantages of new buildings using timber 
frames and breathable panels. 

Mary Gillie of AECB members, Energetic UK Limited, will give a presentation and lead the discussion. Topics include fast 
build, reduced waste and thermal properties as well as why the current testing and modelling do not do natural materials 
justice. 

Time and Date:  Tuesday 5th February 2013 

Time:   7.00pm 

Venue:  Energy Innovation Centre, Capenhurst Technology Park, Capenhurst, Chester CH1 6ES 

RSVP directly to the Group Leader, Carol or c/o debbie@aecb.net 

Lift-share: If you are travelling to this event and would be willing to give a fellow member a lift please contact Debbie who 
will add this information to this post. 

• North East Local Group 

Mark Siddall, the Group Leader for the North East, has organised “Why I don’t want to live in a Passivhaus!” with AECB 
member Duncan Roberts (previously planned for July 2012). 

Date:  7th February 2013 

Time:  6.00pm 

Venue:  Northumbria University, Ellison Building, Ellison Place, NE1 8ST 
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Meet up in the reception area at 18:00 bar before moving to a ground floor seminar room (by about 6.15pm).  

For a map showing the location see: www.northumbria.ac.uk/brochure/visit/campus_branch/ncle_cmp/city_campus/ for 
those that arrive by car there is parking adjacent to location 19 on the link above (just before you go under Mea House.) 

Duncan is an architect who has taught at the Centre for Alternative Technology for many years on the timber frame self 
build short course, which was based on the pioneering designs of Walter Segal.  

See http://gse.cat.org.uk/component/content/article/440-postgraduate-study/1313-duncanroberts 

• Somerset, Wiltshire, Avon and Dorset Local Group (SWAD) 

Mark Kingsley of the Somerset, Wiltshire, Avon and Dorset Group (SWAD) has organised a programme of Local Group 
events for the coming months, starting with one on 14th February.   

For more information visit http://aecb.net/news/category/events/month 

Future SWAD meeting dates for your diaries  

All meetings held at 7.30pm unless agreed otherwise: 

14th March 2013; 11th April 2013; 9th May 2013; 13th June 2013 

• Hampshire Local Group 

In an aim to learn about spray foam insulation and its place in sustainable building – and the differences between closed-
cell and open-cell insulation – Brian Layton of the Hampshire Group has organised a CPD by BASF Polyurethanes UK. 
Mohamed Hussein will talk about their closed-cell spray foam insulation, WALLTITE and, with a string of qualifications 
after his name – BEng(Hons) PGDip MSc(Eng) CEng MICE MCIOB MCIWEM – it is hoped that Mohamed will be the 
right person to answer questions for AECB members and any guests that members may wish to invite to join the 
discussion. 

Date :   28th February 2013 

Time:  6.30pm 

Venue:  Greens Wine Bar, 4 Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ 

(Parking in Jewry Street next to the library/discovery centre SO23 8SB) 

Lift-share: If you are travelling to this event and would be willing to give a fellow member a lift please contact Debbie who 
will add this information to this post. Lifts on offer: The Group Leader, Brian Layton, will be travelling from north of 
Basingstoke. 

Please visit http://aecb.net/news/category/events/upcoming for up to date information on all of these events including 
dates, times and venues. 

 

AECB Member News 
 

Ecobuild 2013 Presentation With AECB Member Claus Best  

'Case study of a 1950's concrete bungalow's energy upgrade - Hay Tor’ on Thursday 7th March at 13.00 under the Self-
build and Renovation Seminar range - location to be announced. 

Claus’s presentation is part of a session called: 'Retrofit in Self build - best practice pointers' which includes two further 
presentations by Karl Parsons and Geoff Stow running from 12.30 until 14.00 and is chaired by Andy Simmonds (AECB's 
CEO) I will be showing how I retrofitted a single glazed concrete bungalow with EWI, Airtightness measures, Triple 
glazing, Sprayfoam roof insulation, Solar thermal panels combined with an efficient gas boiler and MVHR into a 
comfortable low energy home. 

Airtightness details of taping around new window and door frames plus grommets for cables and pipework will be shown. 

Post installation thermal images are part of the presentation as well. 

The Tooley & Foster Partnership Win Sustainable Large r Housing Project Of The Year Award 

AECB member The Tooley & Foster Partnership won the Sustainable Larger Housing Project of the Year award at the 
2012 Sustainable Housing Awards for their scheme at New Cranes Court in Basildon, which provides 28 carbon neutral 
dwellings to Code Level 6. They are now finalists at the Sustain’ Awards 2013 in the Development category for the same 
scheme.  Tooley & Foster are currently working on a Passivhaus in Oxfordshire under the direction of their Certified 
Passivhaus Designer Peter Ranken. 

To find out more about The Tooley & Foster Partnership and their sustainability services go to 
http://www.tooleyfoster.com/sustainability.asp?pagename=sustain.  
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ech2o’s Winter Newsletter 

ech2o’s winter newsletter is now out and comprises the usual eclectic mix of links and information about sustainable 
water. Read about ech2o’s ground breaking research on WC use that shows why the savings from WC upgrades in 
schools are not what is expected, or Cath’s latest water column about whether natural swimming pools are as 
sustainable as you would expect.  

Links include a video of the Rain Room at the Barbican, information about biodigester toilets and a couple of great 
videos, whilst Cath’s “A year of showering variously” blog continues with spooky showers, showering in the Marriot Hotel 
and whether hot showers are bad for you. 

Go to http://www.ech2o.co.uk/newsletter_12winter.shtml  

 

News  

 

Are We Ready for 2013? 

A Personal Message From Edward Mazria 

The climate change signal of extreme weather was felt across the United States: it was the hottest year on record, 
Hurricane Sandy battered the east coast, record forest fires scorched the West, and the worst drought in 56 years 
affected 80% of our agricultural land. 

Globally, millions were affected by droughts in Russia, China, and Brazil and by severe flooding in Niger, Chad, Nigeria, 
and Pakistan. The year ended with Typhoon Bopha’s catastrophic destruction in the Philippines and record heat and fires 
in Australia. It got so hot in Australia, that the Bureau of Meteorology added two new colours, deep-purple and pink, to its 
weather map to denote temperatures once considered off-the-charts: 50-52°C and 52-54°C (122-125.6°F an d 125.6-
129.2°C). 

We know the urban built environment produces over 70% of all global GHG emissions driving this climate crisis. Today, 
five out of ten people on the planet live in urban areas; by 2030 it will be six out of ten people living in urban areas.  By 
2030, we will construct over 900 billion square feet of new buildings in urban areas worldwide (including demolition and 
rebuilding): a staggering number roughly equal to three and a half times all the buildings existing in the U.S. today.  Over 
the next two decades, we will literally build and rebuild most of the global built environment. This is our opportunity, our 
challenge. 

Some degree of climate change appears inevitable. Whether it is manageable or catastrophic, however, will not be 
determined in Washington, DC, or Geneva, or Beijing, or by domestic legislation and international treaties, or by silver-
bullet energy technologies, but by how we – the architecture, planning and building community – respond and act*. 

We can choose to plan, design and build truly sustainable, liveable, and resilient built environments, or we can 
accelerate climate change and ecological degradation, leading to increased human suffering. How we plan, design, and 
build today will have lasting impacts for our children, communities, and planet. 

It really is up to us. 

Edward Mazria 

Architecture 2030 

* We consume approximately 552 QBtu of energy worldwide (83% fossil fuels; 5.9% hydro; 5.5% wind, solar, and 
biomass; and 5.6% nuclear). We are projected to need 30% more energy by 2030, most of it for the built environment. 
Even if we doubled or tripled our production of non-CO2 emitting energy, while helpful, we cannot effectively address 
climate change without a transformation to a low-carbon and resilient built environment. 

Green Deal 'Unlikely To Deliver Promises'? 

Experts say promises to save money for poorer households and rescue many from fuel poverty cannot be guaranteed.  
There was also criticism of the interest rate to be offered for the green deal loans, which is set at just under 7%.  The 
sense of doubt and confusion surrounding the policy was reinforced by a warning from a surveyors' trade body that 
taking out a green deal loan could cost more than other ways of making home energy efficiency improvements. 

Green deal loans can be used by households to pay for improvements such as solid wall insulation. The loans are repaid 
over a period of years through additions to energy bills, and the responsibility for repayment is passed on with the house 
to anyone who buys it in the future.   

The repayments are supposed to be outweighed by savings from lower energy use, but this is not guaranteed. 
Calculations are based on estimates of average use and future energy prices. There is also a penalty for early 
repayment, and consumers must pay up to £150 for their initial assessment and undergo a credit check. Suppliers may 
also decide to pass a further setup charge of £63 for the loan and annual operating charges of £20 on to customers.  The 
government, however, is also offering cashback deals to attract consumers. 

The 7% interest rate may also prove off-putting for poorer households, and fuel-poor consumers may be side-lined, 
according to Ed Matthew of the campaigning organisation Energy Bill Revolution. He said: "The government's flagship 
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energy efficiency policies will not stop fuel poverty rocketing in the face of high gas prices. The prime minister must get a 
grip on this growing crisis, and take a much more ambitious approach to tackling fuel poverty." 

Matthew claimed that the green deal and its counterpart, the energy company obligation – through which energy 
suppliers must spend £1.3bn a year subsidising insulation for poorer consumers – would not be enough to lift people out 
of fuel poverty. He said that even when these policies were taken into account, fuel poverty was likely to rise from 6m 
households to 9m by 2016 if gas prices rise by as much as the government forecasts. He said the government had cut 
financial assistance to the fuel poor by a quarter, and reduced spending on energy efficiency for fuel poor homes by 
44%. 

DECC said 1m lower income households were expected to benefit from subsidised or free insulation under the energy 
company obligation by 2015, and that the 7% interest rate was competitive. A spokesman added that many households 
had signed up for assessments already – reports that only five had registered were misleading because that is the 
number that have been verified on the government's central register, but it can take several weeks between the 
assessment and registration. 

It is claimed that many small companies are being excluded from offering the green deal. That is because registered 
providers have to offer the full range of green deal services, including all types of insulation. This was preventing many 
specialist companies from taking part. 

DECC said the rule was made to simplify offerings for consumers, and that small companies could team up or affiliate to 
bigger companies to comply. But it is claimed that it is too complex to manage and could lead to small and medium-sized 
enterprises being squeezed by bigger partners thus excluding SMEs from trading normally in their natural market." 

There are also concerns that the scheme will prove a problem when you want to sell your house.  Homeowners who sign 
up to the government's new energy efficiency savings scheme, Green Deal, could find that they are hit with a big bill 
when they come to sell their property, according to some sources. 

Crucially, the "golden rule" of Green Deal means that you should not pay back more in loan repayments than you are 
saving on your energy bill. It is hoped that the scheme will appeal to the millions of householders who face escalating 
energy bills that have reached an average £1,350 a year. 

The loan stays attached to the property's electricity bill until it is paid off, so if the person who has set up the deal 
arrangement moves house, the bill is met by the new owner. However, this could cause problems if the new buyer 
doesn't like what he or she sees – or doesn't see, in the case of an improvement such as solid wall insulation. In those 
circumstances, a seller would either have to foot the bill or risk losing a buyer. 

Full story at http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/jan/27/green-deal-unlikely-deliver-promises  

Local Authorities Ignore Energy Efficiency Rules? 

Local Authorities across the country are being asked to provide evidence of how they are meeting the energy efficiency 
regulations which have been set out by Europe. It is feared that many Local Authorities are in breach of the regulations 
and are potentially ignoring the opportunity to improve energy efficiency and reduce the fuel bills of their public buildings.   

Letters have been sent by the Property and Energy Professionals Association (PEPA) to the Chief Executive of every 
Local Authority in England and Wales. The letters set out the trade body’s concerns that many Authorities are not 
meeting the requirements of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) and do not have valid or up to date 
Display Energy Certificate (DECs) on display in their buildings. The letters request that each Local Authority provides 
details of all buildings in their region, which currently do not comply. 

As of 1st August 2007, all Local Authorities have had an obligation to ensure that the relevant public buildings in their 
region, comply with the EPBD. The European Directive states that DECs, which detail a building’s energy consumption, 
should be on display in public buildings over 1,000 square meters. From January this year that requirement has been 
extended to buildings of greater than 500 square metres.  

In the letters distributed to the Chief Executives of each Local Authority, PEPA has requested under the FOI Act, the full 
address details of any property within their Authority, which does not have a current DEC as required by the EPBD 
regulations.  Further to the request, but not as part of it, PEPA has also asked those Authorities, which do comply with 
the regulations, to share with them evidence of the benefits of the constructive use of DECs.  

A detailed report, summarising the findings will be published, once all of the necessary information has been received. 

For more go to http://www.pepassociation.org/latest-news1.php  

EU Makes Progress On Renewables But UK Still Lagging 

The European Union is still making progress on renewables, with its energy share increasing to 13.4% in 2011, but the 
UK is still lagging in the league table of nations, according to the latest figures.  The independent EurObserv'ER 
Barometer ranks nations by the share of renewable energy out of their final energy consumption and compares the 
performance to the EU 2020 target. 

While Sweden is way out in front with 47.6% renewables - ahead of its 2011/12 target of 41.6%, the UK is trailing three 
places off the bottom of the table with just 3.8% renewables in 2011 ahead of only Malta and Luxembourg.  The figure 
puts the UK behind where it should be at this stage - at least 4% - to realise its EU 2020 target of 15% renewables. 

Across the whole region, however, the modest increase in renewable energy consumption - which equates to a rise in 
renewable electricity consumption from 19.8% to 20.6% in 2011 - puts the EU broadly on track to meet its targets.  The 
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figures reveal that the rise is down to a small increase in renewable energy capacity and a 4.9% decrease in total energy 
consumption, mainly because of the mild winter in most parts of Europe. 

Go to www.eurobserv-er.org/pdf/press/year_2012/RES/English.pdf  

Government Delays Decision On Aviation And Shipping Emissions 

The UK government announced yesterday that it is to delay its decision on whether aviation and shipping emissions 
should be included in carbon budgets until 2016.  Under the Climate Change Act, the government was required to say by 
the end of this year whether it intended to bring in aviation and shipping - or ‘excluded sectors’ - into the fifth carbon 
budget. 

But in a statement, the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) said waiting until 2016 would give more 
clarity on how aviation emissions will be tackled by at a European and global level.  The European Union’s stance on 
aviation emissions is in disarray after threats of a trade war with the US and China led to a suspension of international 
aviation from the EU Emissions Trading System (EU ETS). 

But while the EU is tied over its action on aviation, it has tired of waiting for the shipping industry to start regulating its 
emissions and has vowed to take its own measures.  With the latest decision - or lack of one - 2016 looks set to be a 
busy year, with the decision on a 2030 decarbonisation target of the power sector also deferred to the same period. 

Go to www.foe.co.uk  

BPVA: Solar Damages Claims Against DECC Will Harm UK In dustry 

Plans by 17 solar companies to sue the government over last year’s feed-in tariff cuts will "further damage” the UK PV 
industry according to its own trade body.  It has emerged today that nine more companies have joined eight previously 
announced claimants seeking £140 million in damages from the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) for 
its allegedly “legally flawed” handling of last year’s FiT cuts. 

But speaking to Solar Power Portal, Reza Shaybani, Chairman of the British Photovoltaic Association (BPVA), said: 
“Setting aside the legality or the morality of the case, we are concerned that such a legal action may further damage the 
investor and consumer confidence which the industry and the government have worked so hard in the past few months 
to restore.” 

A number of the companies involved in the damages claim are registered as BPVA members. However, Shaybani 
stressed that the BPVA is not passing judgement on whether the legal action is right or wrong – that is a decision that the 
association is leaving up to its individual members, Shaybani said. But Shaybani added that “the long-term collective 
interest is more important than the short-term gain for a few companies”. 

Indeed, it appears that the legal challenge is a polarising issue for the industry. The results of a recent poll on Solar 
Power Portal reveal that 46% of readers agree with the legal action with 54% opposing the claim. 

The timing of the case is of particular concern to the BPVA, he explained: “I’ve done nothing but talk to members from 
manufacturers, distributors, installers, project developers etc. Almost everyone is saying that they see a good future for 
UK solar. There is a good buzz around industry and on the government side they are giving all the right signals. I just 
fear that if this comes out in the broadsheets and mainstream media, it could become another source of uncertainty for 
the public.” 

It is no surprise that the BPVA is concerned about negative publicity; the effect of the industry’s vociferous lobbying 
against feed-in tariff cuts last year has been widely blamed for a complete loss of consumer confidence and a collapse in 
the market. Even the Climate Change Minister Greg Barker admitted in a speech to the industry that: "You’d be surprised 
how many people think that solar is no longer a viable proposition or, that somehow the solar FiT scheme has closed.” 

Shaybani added: “For an industry that has taken so long to build bridges with the government, we feel that industry could 
be sacrificing long term benefit for short term gain. I do think if the case was to be successful it would open up the 
floodgates. And I’m afraid that if one claim is fought successfully, it will lead to other similar situations. 

“The government has now realised the importance of solar PV in our energy mix and economy as whole and we should 
build bridges to a better future for the industry”. 

Source: http://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/news/implications_of_decc_damages_claim_concerns_bpva_2356  

Co-op Headquarters 'Outstanding'  

The new headquarters building of the Co-operative Group has recently achieved one of the highest BREEAM design 
stage ratings in the UK. One Angel Square in Manchester scored 92.5% on its interim assessment - equivalent to an 
‘outstanding’ rating.   

A double-skinned facade insulates the building in the winter and provides ventilation in the summer, while three giant 
earth tubes suck air into the building which, once it has circulated, is extracted through the large atrium where heat is 
captured and re-used.  Low energy LED lighting is used throughout and natural lighting maximised by ensuring that no 
desk is further than seven metres from a window.  Other sustainable features include low water-consumption appliances, 
high efficiency lifts, a combined used water and rainwater recycling system and an on-site combined heat and power 
plant will run on bio-fuel and waste cooking oil. 

The 'outstanding' interim design stage rating at Angel Square follows the BCSC Gold Award for Sustainability which was 
won by the Co-op at the retail property industry’s premier annual awards last December.  The organisation won the 
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award for its work at Piccadilly Gardens in Manchester and its commitment to sustainable development of its food estate, 
as well as the environmental benefits of its new head office building.  

As part of The Co-operative’s ground-breaking Ethical Plan, its food store at Piccadilly Gardens was refitted in November 
2011 to some of the highest achievable environmental standards to reduce its energy use and its overall carbon footprint. 
It features free heat recovery refrigeration systems that use the waste heat from the refrigeration systems to provide 
heating and hot water for the store. 

Other features being rolled out across the food store estate include energy-efficient LED lights and fitting doors on 
fridges that save up to 40% of their electricity consumption and eliminate the need for night blinds. 

 

Events 
 

Strong Line-up For EcoSHOWCASE In Manchester – 14th Feb ruary 2013 

The ecoSHOWCASE road show gets off to an impressive start at Manchester's famous 'Theatre of Dreams' on 14th 
February 2013 with a line-up including many new exhibits and high profile speakers. 

The exhibition focusses on building technologies for the entire building, not just the renewable energy technologies that 
so dominate most eco building shows. Exhibits include everything from Windows, Doors, Cladding, Heating, Ventilation, 
Water Management, Geothermal heating from Permeable Paving and Thermal Acoustic Insulation. The seminar program 
includes speakers from: CIAT - Energy reduction within buildings in use; CIC - Sustainability by BIM means; Asset Skills 
- A Green Deal Update. 

All in all, ecoSHOWCASE Manchester looks like living up to its billing as the only UK wide roadshow to focus on 
sustainability issues throughout the built environment.  The full roadshow schedule can be found at 
www.ecoshowcase.co.uk, where you can also apply for free tickets. 

The Alliance for Sustainable Building Products – free events to AECB members 

AECB Members Are Invited To Join The ASBP To Free Even ing Events Being Held In February. 

• Healthy Retrofit – 13th February 2013 

Venue:  Edward Cullinan Studios, The Foundry, 5 Baldwin Terrace, London N1 7RU 

On the 13th from 17.30 at Edward Cullinan Studios; Healthy Retrofit – speakers Neil May on how sustainable products 
can assist with moisture control, Richard Griffiths, Parity Projects and UKGBC and Johnny Winter from Edward Cullinan 
on their recent refurbishment of our offices to BREEAM excellent. Plenty of time for drinks and debate. For more details 
visit link is http://www.asbp.org.uk/news/detail/?nId=41 

• Resource Efficiency, Construction and the Circular Economy – 27th February 2013  

Venue:  UCL Institute for Sustainable Resources, University College London, Central House, 14 Upper Woburn Place, 
London WC1H 0NN 

On the 27th Feb from 17.30 we have Resource Efficiency, Construction and the Circular Economy. Speakers include Dr 
Teresa Domenech, UCL ISR, John Dowling, BCSA, Gary Newman, ASBP, Muiris Moynihan, Cambridge University and 
Andrew Smith from CERAM.   

For more details visit http://www.asbp.org.uk/events/detail/?eId=16 

Climate Week:  Britain’s Biggest Climate Change Cam paign – 4th To 10th March 2013 

Climate Week is a supercharged national campaign to inspire a new wave of action on climate change. It culminates in 
thousands of events and activities, planned by organisations from every sector of society. Showcasing real, practical 
ways to combat climate change, the campaign aims to renew our ambition to create a more sustainable, low-carbon 
future. 

Climate Week is backed by every part of society - from the Prime Minister to Paul McCartney, the NHS to the Met Office, 
the TUC to the CBI, Girl Guiding UK to the National Association of Head Teachers.  Start thinking about how you could 
showcase your organisation’s sustainability initiatives during Climate Week 2013. Whatever you are doing, make sure 
you register your event on the Climate Week website and help to create a national movement for change. 

To find out more about getting involved in Climate Week go to www.climateweek.com, email info@climateweek.com or 
telephone on 020 3397 2601. 

Global Leakage Summit 2013 – March 11 – 14 th  

Global Leakage Summit 2013 taking place in London, March 11-14.   

As you may be aware, we are collaborating with leading leakage, network and pressure management experts from UK 
water companies and their regulators - Environment Agency and Ofwat - international water utility practitioners from 
Vienna Waterworks, Johannesburg Water, Thames Water, Philadelphia Water Department (PWD), plus many more, to 
develop faster and more efficient leakage monitoring and management systems.  
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The presentations in the conference agenda have a highly technical as well as a strategic focus to ensure that delegates 
are able to take away solutions to the issues and challenges they are facing in their networks, including infrastructure 
and operational challenges.  Delegates are travelling from across the globe to hear the issues debated - and discuss 
solutions - for  reducing leakage levels in 2013 and beyond. 

For the latest updates on the agenda, registrations, speaker line up and sponsors please visit: http://london-business-
conferences-news.co.uk/1DM6-18RWO-70NYPX-HSM5M-0/c.aspx  

SuperHomes Week 16 – 24 th March 

Pioneering owners of some of the UK’s most eco-friendly SuperHomes are hosting free Open Days in March. 
SuperHomes are older homes refurbished by their owners for greater comfort, lower bills and much reduced carbon 
emissions - at least 60% less!  

To pre-book a place on a tour near you, visit www.superhomes.org.uk 

Green Sky Thinking: 15-19 April 2013 

Green Sky Thinking Week is a London-wide programme for built environment and property professionals highlighting 
new thinking and best practice in how to 'design in' sustainability. 

Organised by Open-City the programme offers an independent arena to showcase and discuss best sustainable practice. 
As a week-long programme it features over 50 B2B sustainability-focused events such as on-site and live project talks, 
seminars, roundtable discussions, and building tours. Each event is hosted by leading companies, practice professionals 
and public sector organizations. The initiative therefore gives an inside, direct and practical view from top experts, 
industry leaders and collaborative teams of how we could move towards successfully ‘greening’ entire districts and 
neighbourhoods, as well as buildings, to inform better decision-making. 

In 2013, Green Sky Thinking takes place from 15-19 April. The programme offers you the opportunity to profile your 
company’s leadership in the promotion of sustainable building and green industry.  

To find out more visit: www.greenskythinking.org.uk 

Ulverston Good Life Festival – June 15th 

The Ulverston Good Life Festival kicks off with an ECO FAIR at Ford Park from 10am to 4pm on Saturday 15th June 
2013. Then there will be a week of GOOD LIFE events around the town. Themes to be covered include energy, 
buildings, recycling, cycling, gardening, health, campaigning, fair trade, music etc. 

If your group/shop/business would like to be involved by bringing a stall, giving a talk or hosting an activity please speak 
to Kim Farr at Ford Park on 01229 588164. 

To find out more about Ford Park Community Group see www.ford-park.org.uk  

 

Courses 
 

Continued Professional Development (CPD) Seminar:  The  Fast Track To Sustainable Development And Zero 
Carbon Building (Smelling Salts Optional!) 

• Highly relevant to all planning and design professionals 

• Explores the implications of the NPPF and the presumption in favour of Sustainable development 

• How does the industry respond to NPPF and Building Regulations changes for Zero Carbon Homes in 2016? 

This seminar offers one hour of Continued Professional Development (CPD).  For more information on this CPD please 
contact James Blackburn at Carbon Green Consulting on 01392 248567. 

 

Vacancies 
 

Job Vacancy At WARM: Low Energy Building Practice 

We are looking for a mechanical building services engineer to join our team in Plymouth.  The successful candidate 
should have a minimum of 3 years post degree experience and be working towards chartered status.  This position will 
help us to develop our low energy building services work, and will involve designing innovative low energy mechanical 
services for Passivhaus dwellings and small commercial buildings.  It will also involve energy modelling and whole 
building energy analysis. 

Full details are at http://www.peterwarm.co.uk/about-us/job-vacancies/  
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Publications 
 

New From HIS BRE Press 

• Responsible sourcing of materials in construction (ref: IP3/13).  

K Livesey and D Hughes, BRE 

ISBN 978-1-84806-315-0 

Responsible sourcing is an effective way for the owners and users of buildings to demonstrate their commitment to 
sustainability. This Information Paper gives straightforward user-friendly guidance on the benefits of, the reasons for, and 
how to go about, the responsible procurement of all kinds of construction products. The steps needed to achieve 
responsible sourcing within a supply chain are included as well as case studies and useful links to sources of information 
for a variety of materials and products currently used in construction. 

 This Information Paper will be of interest to architects and designers, construction companies, construction product 
suppliers and anyone who owns or is accountable for the construction, refurbishment or maintenance of buildings, 
providing an update on this fast-moving area. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327107  

• Advanced thermal insulation technologies in the built environment. (Ref:IP4/13)  

K Livesey, E Suttie, K Scovell & W Thielmans  

ISBN 978-1-84806-314-3 

This Information Paper reviews thermal insulation products, with a focus on advanced thermal insulation technologies 
such as aerogels, vacuum insulated panels, gas-filled panels and phase change materials.  

Traditional insulation materials – such as glass, mineral wool and expanded or extruded polystyrene – are robust with 
respect to resistance to perforation and flexibility, so it is possible to cut to fit these at the building site. However, these 
have relatively high thermal conductivity values, which may require very thick building envelopes in order to achieve the 
goals of highly energy efficient buildings in cold climates.  

Renewable materials, such as wool and straw, may also require significant bulk and thickness to meet the requirements 
of the UK building regulations. There is ever-increasing pressure to reduce energy use in buildings and its associated 
carbon dioxide emissions, and demands on thermal insulation to achieve this by preventing heat loss with minimal extra 
bulk. Millions of homes without cavity walls also require internal or external solutions.  

As energy prices rise, the demand for and commercial value of new and innovative insulation solutions will rise 
accordingly.  Advanced types of insulation materials offer potential for either new insulation products or for combining 
with existing materials to achieve a greater effect. Aerogels, based on a variety of raw materials, appear to offer great 
potential as insulation: although more expensive than current insulation at approximately five times the cost of 
polyurethane, the cost is falling with increased production.  

Phase change materials offer a way of capturing heat, stabilising internal conditions and substituting for thermal mass in 
timber-frame, steel-frame and lightweight masonry buildings.  This publication provides important background information 
on the advanced insulation technologies and is aimed at those designing and constructing new buildings as well as those 
refurbishing older buildings. After reading this paper they will be able to understand whether advanced insulation 
products have a role to play in their project. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327114  

• Dealing with difficult demolition wastes: A guide (ref: FB54). 

K Adams, G Hobbs and C Yapp 

ISBN 978-1-84806-273-3 

This report gives practical guidance for improving the recovery of certain types of waste arising from demolition that are 
difficult to reuse, recycle or recover, such as carpet underlay, insulated concrete formwork, industrial batteries, structural 
insulated panels (SIPs) and smoke alarms. The Appendices include short summaries of recycling and recovery issues 
for a wider range of potentially difficult waste types. 

The guidance will be useful to the demolition sector, designers in the respective product supply chains who are 
facilitating reuse at end of life, waste and recycling policy makers and their advisors, construction clients and contractors 
who have targets to divert increasing amounts of waste from landfill. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327123  

 

 

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please email 
details to network@aecb.net. 


