
1 

 
 
 
AECB News         March 2013 
 
AECB Website 

We are pleased to announce the launch of our new website www.aecb.net.  Please take a moment to visit the site and 
check your member profile entry to ensure that all of the content is correct and make any updates.   

The Member Profile is divided up into sections which can be completed individually.  You do not have to complete all 
the questions in each section before publishing your Member Profile (e.g., you may wish to only answer a few 
questions within each section).  However, to publish your profile and make it visible to everyone you must complete 
any required fields.  This ensures a minimum amount of information is available to users reading your profile.  During 
searches profiled member entries are listed above non profiled members. This service is free to members. 

The following link http://www.aecb.net/membership/manage-profile/ will guide you through the step by step process to 
adding your member profile to the website. 

Protimeter Hygrotrac Remote Monitoring System 

For a limited time the AECB can offer the Protimeter Hygrotrac remote monitoring system at significantly preferential 
terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  The Protimeter 
Hygrotrac is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, temperature and 
moisture level. For more details on the system please visit www.gehygrotrac.com.  

To obtain a quotation for the Protimeter Hygrotrac Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum 
board has been set up for discussion – go to http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 
Passive House Plus Magazine 

The publishers of Irish sustainable building magazine “Construct Ireland” have re-branded their magazine as Passive 
House Plus and brought it to the UK.  Separate editions are now published for the Irish and UK markets. Its main 
focus will be on the approaches to building and upgrading laid out by the Passivhaus Institut.  

As previously advised last year we are delighted to announce that the Passivhaus Trust and the AECB have been 
offered the chance to have 6 issues (a year's subscription) sent to each member free of charge with effect from 
February 2013.     

AECB members will also continue to receive their quarterly issue of Green Building Magazine. 
AECB And Transition – Learning From Each Other 

Quite a number of AECB members are involved with their local Eco-open-homes events – an excellent way to get the 
message out to interested members of the public – and sometimes meet potential customers too! 

These events often have active involvement from the Transition movement, and as we saw at last year’s AECB 
annual conference (see report at http://www.aecb.net/publications/aecb-2012-conference-evening-debate/), this is just 
one area where AECB and the Transition movement have common concerns and common aims. 

Building on this, Local Groups Co-ordinator Debbie Mauger has met with Rob Hopkins, Co-founder of the Transition 
movement. They have agreed that AECB and Transition Local Groups have a lot to offer each other – in enthusiasm, 
expertise, a grasp of the wider context, but also local contacts and experience of event organising – on both sides. 
Where this has started to happen, both Transition and AECB numbers have already swelled. 

It has been suggested that Transition members interested in the built environment would gain a great deal from 
attending AECB local group meetings, and an invitation is extended them to attend.  

To make Transition members aware of the AECB and what it offers, Rob Hopkins invited AECB to write a guest post 
on his blog, ‘Transition Culture’, (where you can also find out a lot more about the Transition movement)  – and share 
it with your Transition contacts too!  Go to http://transitionculture.org/2013/02/04/exploring-the-potential-symbiosis-of-
transition-groups-and-aecb-groups/  
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Less Is More:  Energy Security After Oil (LIM) From The AECB.  

A reminder that we can send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is More at a price of £20 each (inc P&P).  To 
place your order and arrange payment please contact sally@aecb.net.  
AECB At Ecobuild – 5th To 7th March 2013 

If you are going to visit Ecobuild do pop over to N22 and say hello we really enjoy meeting other members at this 
event. It usually gets busy with lots of people using the stand as a place to meet up as well to leave their coats etc. 
and you could also lay your hands on this year’s badge (last year’s Greenwash badges are already collector’s pieces).  

Many AECB members will be exhibiting and doing presentations and we will try to have information on as many as we 
are told about. 
AECB Affiliation With Co-Operative Energy 

The AECB have a continued affiliation partnership which has been agreed with Co-operative Energy for the benefit of 
AECB members. 

Co-operative Energy is part of The Midcounties Co-operative, the third largest co-operative in the UK with sales of 
£780million and 430,000 members. Midcounties set up Co-operative Energy in 2010. Although founded by a regional 
co-operative, Co-operative Energy is very much a national business, covering the whole of England, Wales and 
Scotland. 

The consumer body ‘Which?’ awarded Co-operative Energy their prestigious Consumer Action Award 2011 for steps 
taken to change the energy supply industry for the better. 

Co-operative Energy is committed to tackling climate change. It pledges to do this in four ways: 

1. Sourcing more electricity from low carbon generators, including renewable energy generators such as wind 
and hydro. Co-operative Energy’s aim is for the carbon content of its electricity to be less than half the 
national average by April 2012.  

2. Investing in new renewable generating capacity 

3. Adopting energy-efficient practices throughout their trading group 

4. Helping customers save energy with tips on how to lead a lower carbon life 

In addition, Co-operative Energy have frozen their gas and electric prices to April 2013. 

As part of this affiliation partnership, Co-operative Energy has agreed to a £25 customer incentive for every AECB 
member who joins Co-operative Energy (subject to first 10,000 customers).  The cash incentive will be deducted from 
the customer’s first quarterly bill and is subject to general terms and conditions. 

AECB members who would like to take up the offer will need to either visit the AECB dedicated webpage 
(http://www.cooperativeenergy.coop/aecb) or telephone the freephone number 0800 954 0693 and quote ‘AECB’ to 
make themselves eligible for the incentive. 

We are extremely grateful to Co-operative Energy for this generous offer and look forward to a successful working 
relationship.  

To find out more about the benefits of AECB membership or discuss ways in which your organisation can work with 
AECB, please email emma@aecb.net or phone 0845 456 9773. 
AECB Facebook Page 

The AECB Facebook page has over 200 followers it is a good place to see what is happening around the country, find 
out about reports, articles, jobs, completed projects etc. So why not join in and add your comments. 

AECB Annual Conference And AGM - University Of Bradford 12th – 13th July 

Fran, Geoff and Karen had a really excellent meeting with the staff at University of Bradford discussing this year’s 
conference. They do have some excellent new buildings to see both of which should be open by the time of the 
conference and we will have presentations on and be able to visit them. As well as these they have some exciting 
retrofit examples and they are doing pioneering work on energy use monitoring.  

So a lot to see! 

As well as this we have some excellent speakers booked and themes such as water, retrofit, etc. 

Full details will be on the web site soon. We have managed to keep the costs the same as the last three years at 
£200+VAT for the full event or £140+VAT for one day.    
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AECB CarbonLite Passivhaus Courses 

The next Passivhaus Designer course will be in Plymouth.  This is a great opportunity to become qualified and learn 
from pioneers of UK Passivhaus design: 

 
 Plymouth 2013 Bristol 2013 London 2013 
    
Week 1    
Intro to Passivhaus 29 Apr 9 Sep November 

Science of Passivhaus 30 Apr-1 May 10-11 Sep Dates to be 

Construction of Passivhaus 2 May 12 Sep arranged 

Thermal Bridging (optional) 3 May 13 Sep  

    

Week 2    

Services 20-21 May 23 -24 Sep  

PHPP 22-23 May 25 - 26 Sep  

    

Revision 24 May 27 Sep  

Exam 14 Jun 19 Oct 6 Dec 

 

For further information please visit http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/.  Please 
book with Sophie on 01752 542546 or training@peterwarm.co.uk.  

 

Local Group News 
 

Full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events can be found on the website Forum (follow the blue link 
to Local Groups), AECB News Platform or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your name be added to a Local 
Group mailing list. 

Forthcoming Local Group Events In March 2013: 

• Nottingham Local Group 

AECB member, Tina Holt, will show the progress of her retrofit (Passivhaus method) on  

3rd March 2013 – 2pm and 3.30pm 

(booking via the wbecohouses blog http://www.wbecohouses.co.uk and “everybody’s talking” website 
http://www.everybodys-talking.org/events)  

17th March 2013 – 2.30pm 

(bookings via the Superhomes website http://www.superhomes.org.uk)  

• Nottingham Group visit West Bridgford Ecohouses Open Days March 2013 

Visit to the home of Nottingham Group Leader, Gil Schalom and Penney Poyzer (“Nottingham Ecohome”) with new 
small plot gardens and whole plot approach, or ‘Using the Plot’. With green oak structures, raised beds, miniature fruit 
trees, green roofed garden structures with elevated food growing, amongst many other items, plus the now veteran 
house itself with a new 100% recycled content lodger’s kitchen (just arrived).   

For details see http://www.superhomes.org.uk/superhomes/nottingham-west-bridgford-patrick-road/.    Please note 
that the dates are currently wrongly listed.  

Sunday 2nd March 2013 – tours at 11 am and 2 pm (For bookings, please contact Gil directly or via 
debbie@aecb.net.  

Saturday 16th March 2013 (as listed and booked via the website).  

• Hampshire Local Group 

To mark International Climate Week Hampshire Group members are given the opportunity of attending a viewing of 
“Chasing Ice”, a newly released film documenting the impact climate change is having on the planet.  
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Date:  Saturday 9th March 2013 

Time:  7.00pm 

Venue:  Intech Science Centre, nr Winchester 

For more details on how to book, contact the Hampshire Group Leader, Brian Layton directly or c/o debbie@aecb.net 
Lift-share: If you are travelling to this event and would be willing to give a fellow member a lift please contact Debbie 
who will add this information to this post. 

• Somerset, Wiltshire, Avon and Dorset Local Group 

Mark Kingsley of the Somerset, Wiltshire, Avon and Dorset Group (SWAD) has organised a programme of Local 
Group events for the coming months, starting with one on 14th March at 7.30pm. The theme for this meeting has been 
left open and Mark would welcome any suggestions as to what you would like to find out about and discuss. 

If you are involved with any interesting projects or would like to highlight a particular material or building system, 
please contact the Group Leader, Mark Kingsley directly or via debbie@aecb.net.   All AECB members are welcome 
and can bring along anyone who is interested in all aspects of sustainable building. 

• Milton Keynes Local Group 

The next meeting of the Milton Keynes Local Group will be a talk by the Proctor Group. 

Date:   Monday 18th March 2013  

Time:  7:30pm for 8pm  

Venue:  New Inn, 2 Bradwell Road, New Bradwell, Milton Keynes MK13 0EN 

 If you would like further information, please contact the Group’s Organiser, Dianne Sutton, directly or c/o 
debbie@aecb.net (and please let us know if you would be willing to offer a lift to a fellow member as part of the Lift-
Share scheme). 

• Bristol Local Group 

Rose Furnival has planned a calendar of meetings for the newly established Bristol Group for 2013. These will 
alternate between informal* meetings (socialising, networking and discussing current projects and activities in the 
area) – and more formal meetings with presentations, CPDs, site visits etc. If you are involved with any interesting 
projects or would like to highlight a particular material or building system, please contact Rose directly or via 
debbie@aecb.net.  All AECB members are welcome and can bring along anyone who is interested in all aspects of 
sustainable building. 

RSVP to Rose Furnival, the Group Leader directly or c/o debbie@aecb.net (and please let us know if you would be 
willing to offer a lift to a fellow member as part of the Lift-Share scheme).  The next event is on 21st March – for more 
information visit www.aecb.net/event/bristol-group-event-on-21st-march-2013/ 

Future proposed 2013 dates will fall on the third Thursday of each month as follows (informal meetings in italics):   
18th April 16th May, 20th June, 18th July, 15th August, 19th September, 17th October, 21st November, 19th 
December 

Please visit www.aecb.net/events/ for up to date information on all of these events including dates, times and venues. 

 

AECB Member News 
 

Howard Liddell OBE 

A tribute from Paul Jennings. 

Howard Liddell was big in body, big in spirit and big in vision.  His sad death, so soon after retirement, leaves a big 
void for someone to step into.  Who will raise the banner for human-scale and above all practical sustainability in 
Scotland now?  I had the pleasure of carrying out airtightness tests with Howard on quite a few projects over the 
years, and even driving around in the snow during a harsh Scottish winter we shared moments of fun and levity.  
Howard was a sociable man, usually very amiable, but also deeply angered by the bandwagon jumpers, the 
greenwash merchants and the purveyors of eco-bling.  "Fabric first" was written through the rock at his core. 

 When we visited the residents of social housing, whether looking at refurbishment options or investigating fuel 
poverty or other problems, it always struck me how Howard honoured the experience of the families we visited, and 
that the clues extracted from their reports and recollections often brilliantly complemented the technical airtightness 
and other investigations I undertook whilst he drank their tea!  He will be missed, and my heart goes out to Sandy and 
his children and grandchildren so sorely dispossessed. 

Principal of Gaia Architects UK - 1983-2011 
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Chair RIBA Architecture and Ecology Group 1974-79 

Director Alternative Technology Group, Hull 75-79 

Professor Building Ecology (Oslo) 1979-83 

Visiting Professor Oslo ISS - ’85-2011 

Visiting Professor Aberdeen School Architecture ‘92-96 

RIAS Sustainable Design Accredited Architect A* 2004-11 

Founder & first Chairman SEDA 91 

Member Scottish Building Standards Research Committee ’94-’97 

Further tributes from AECB members are at http://goo.gl/H9TCH  
CIBSE Performance Awards 2013 “New Build Project Of The Year” 

Bushbury Hill Primary School - Architype Ltd and E3 Consulting Engineers LLP 

The brief for Bushbury Hill primary school was to design a standard one-form-entry school with a 30-place nursery 
and facilities for a local multi-agency support team.   

The ventilation and heating strategy has been kept simple, integrating full mechanical ventilation heat recovery for 
winter operation with a simplified heating system run off one domestic boiler applying heat when necessary to 
radiators.  The building has been built to an airtightness standard as required for Passivhaus accreditation, achieving 
an air pressure result of 0.53 ach@50pa, as opposed to UK building regulations of air pressure 10ach@50pa.  

In summer, the building is predominantly naturally ventilated using openable windows, while in the winter the occupied 
spaces are fully ventilated using thermal ventilation heat recovery system, with efficiency of 80%.  

The kitchen supply and extract system has been completely redesigned with a run-around coil heat recovery system 
with an efficiency of 50%. Heat induction equipment, as opposed to gas, produces less heat during cooking and 
prevents the room from overheating. The school was designed to Passivhaus standard within the allocated local 
authority budget.  

With no additional funds available for specific low-carbon and energy-efficiency measures, this required a high degree 
of innovation in maintaining a high level of architectural quality while removing unnecessary complexities, ensuring 
that through each step of the design process, the building would ultimately do the hard work of achieving low-energy 
running costs and eliminating the need for expensive add-ons as energy reducing measures. 

The Tooley & Foster Partnership:  Launch Of New Website ‘Accredited Passivhaus Design’ 

The Tooley & Foster Partnership have launched the website for the Passivhaus arm of their business ‘Accredited 
Passivhaus Design’ – www.accreditedpassivhausdesign.com.  

Peter Ranken, their Certified Passivhaus Designer is currently working on 2 Passivhaus projects – a private house in 
Oxfordshire (currently in planning) and a 93 flat Extra Care scheme for a Housing Association which is currently pre-
construction.  

Peter will be at Ecobuild on Wednesday March 6th on the Passive House Trust stand between 12.30pm and 5.30pm. 

 

News  

 
Government’s Response To Consultation On The Commercial Renewable Heat Incentive Published. 

The Government's response to the consultation, Providing Certainty and Improving Performance, is available now. 

The Government will implement a budget control mechanism for the RHI scheme from April 2013. Called a degression 
system, tariff rates will fall over time as deployment of renewable heat schemes increase. 

This will mean uncertainty for investors as schemes can take a long time to come to completion. The Government's 
response to the consultation acknowledged that "on these timescales several degressions could take place, meaning 
that the tariff could be significantly lower by the time the project is completed and can claim the RHI and making it 
difficult to include the RHI in the business case.”  There is no provision to be approved for the RHI until the project is 
completed. 

Go to: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/128679/Gov_response_to_non_domest
ic_July_2012_consultation_-_26_02_2013.pdf 
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A Strong Future For England's Woods And Trees..? 

It's critical that the aspirations in the Forests Report can be turned into reality. 

It's been almost exactly two years since the Government launched a consultation around plans to sell the public forest 
estate in England en masse. 

What the Government says - and does - about the Independent Panel on Forestry's final report to Government (the 
'Forests Report') and the 32 recommendations it makes is a big deal for England's forests, woods and trees. 

Go to http://www.dodsmonitoring.com/downloads/WMS/WMS_2013/Jan_31_2013/WMS7report.pdf for government’s 
response and http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk for more information.  
Builders Call For Energy Efficiency Budget  

The Budget must include measures to make Britain’s homes more energy-efficient, boosting the construction industry 
and helping householders protect themselves against rising fuel bills, the Federation of Master Builders (FMB) has 
warned in a letter to the Chancellor.   

Brian Berry, Chief Executive of the FMB, said: “By 2016 9 million British households could be in fuel poverty. We need 
action now to help get Britain building towards growth, and independent economists estimate that diverting funds into 
a massive public-sector programme to improve the energy-efficiency of Britain’s existing 26 million homes would 
boost GDP by 0.2%, create 130,000 jobs and help the Government meet its own targets for cutting carbon emissions.” 

Berry continued: “We also want ministers to rethink the unrealistic timeline for zero-carbon homes, which was set back 
in 2006 before the economic slump. Our own survey of smaller housing developers found that the proposals to 
change Part L of the Building Regulations in October this year could add more than £3,500 to the cost of building a 
new house. This will discourage even more developers from building new homes, further exacerbating the desperate 
housing shortage and locking low and middle-income buyers out of the market.” 

Berry concluded: “Finally, we need to see a cut in VAT from 20% to 5% on home renovation and repair. Britain’s 
ageing housing stock is deteriorating as home-owners can’t afford to get work done. Families are trapped in a vicious 
cycle, in which they can’t afford to move and planning red tape makes it harder to alter their homes to meet changing 
need. Cutting VAT on renovation and repair would give a shot in the arm to beleaguered builders, create jobs and 
encourage householders to make their homes more comfortable, affordable and energy-efficient.” 
Tidal Emerges As First US Grid Connected Ocean Energy Source 

In September 2012, The Cobscook Bay Tidal Energy Project with the help of Bangor Hydro Electric Company marked 
the first time that power from any ocean energy project -- including offshore wind, wave and tidal – was delivered to 
the grid in the United States. 

The project, spearheaded by Portland, Maine-based Ocean Renewable Power Company (ORPC), marked the first 
time an ocean energy project (other than those relying on dams) has delivered power to a utility grid anywhere in 
North, Central and South America. ORPC earlier this month got a nod from Fast Company magazine as one of the 
world’s most innovative energy companies for its tidal energy project. 

ORPC’s first underwater TidGen device has a peak output of 180 kilowatts and will generate enough electricity 
annually to power 25 to 30 homes. Two additional TidGen blades will be installed at the Cobscook Bay Project early 
next year. At that point, the three turbines will generate enough energy to power 75 to 100 homes on the Maine coast 
in the Northeast United States. 

While the achievement is being hailed around the globe for its innovation and proof that energy can be harvested from 
the ocean’s powerful tides, the project also raises valid questions about what needs to occur to bring tidal energy to 
the forefront of green energy solutions. 

ORPC also has tidal projects underway in Alaska and in the Bay of Fundy in Nova Scotia, Canada. Tidal energy, 
however, has a long way to go before it comes close to even reaching its potential, estimated by the US Department 
of Energy to be 1,420 terawatt hours (TWh) of electricity per year. The DOE expects that water power could produce 
up to 15 per cent of the energy consumed in the U.S. by 2030. 

Full story at http://social.tidaltoday.com/installation/tidal-emerges-first-us-grid-connected-ocean-energy-
source?utm_source=Newsletter2602&utm_medium=newsite&utm_content=2602&utm_campaign=Tidal  

 

Events 
 
Ecobuild – 5th to 7th March 2013 

• Beattie Passive at Ecobuild 

Beattie Passive will be at Ecobuild this year.  Ron Beattie, Chairman of Beattie Passive will be speaking on ‘New 
Passivhaus technologies and innovations’ and Pete Halsall, CEO of Beattie Passive and Chairman of Good Homes 
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Alliance will be taking part in a seminar on ‘Beating the Performance Gap - Regulate or Educate.   Beattie Passivhaus 
will be exhibiting next to the Passivtrust stand between 10:00 – 12:30 on Wednesday 6th March. 

• Ancon Building Products 

Ancon are exhibiting at Ecobuild, stand no. N1110, where they will be showcasing their range of low thermal 
conductivity cavity wall ties, such as the Ancon TeploTie - an innovative basalt-fibre tie used in many ground-breaking 
low-energy developments. 

More information can be found here - http://www.ancon.co.uk/what-s-new/ancon-brings-low-energy-fixing-innovation-
to-ecobuild-2013.  

• RESET Development at Ecobuild  

We are delighted that RESET Development is an event partner again and contributed to the Working with Nature 
zone. RESET is coordinating 3 days of expert talks on integrating nature into the built environment, for biodiversity 
and ecosystem services, as well as practical demonstrations on natural construction materials at Ecobuild 2012 - the 
world's largest green fair with 50,000+ visitors. 

• Biodiversity Pavilion (S2135) (3 day Speaker Programme) 

The ever popular Biodiversity Pavilion & Speaker Stage returns to Ecobuild. Come and join us on S2135 in the South 
Hall where a wide range of UK experts will be sharing practical advice on integrating biodiversity into the built 
environment - and the ways and means to do it. IHDC Chair and Green infrastructure expert Gary Grant will be 
explaining why we need to adopt an ecosystem approach to adapting our towns and cities to climate change. Dusty 
Gedge will be talking about his global green roof odyssey and why green cities are cool! With speakers from nature 
conservation, design, construction and policy making, there is something for everyone! 

http://www.ecobuild.co.uk/attractions/working-with-nature/biodiversity-pavillion.html  

• Natural, Sustainable...Low Impact Building Materials (S1660): 3 days of live demonstrations! 

Natural Sustainable will showcase live demonstrations of construction with low impact building materials - straw bale, 
timber framing, wattle and daub, clay and lime plastering over the 3 days. Delivered in association with Wood Works 
Wonders, Mike Wye & Associates, Community Energy Lab, Straw Build, Straw Works, Clay Works, Construction 
Skills, Schumacher College and The Centre for Alternative Technology, experts will be available in between demos for 
discussion of the materials themselves. 

Green Infrastructure Partnership Pavilion (S1840) The Green Infrastructure Partnership Pavilion supported by Defra 
and DCLG will demonstrate the value and benefits of Green Infrastructure, making it a solution to issues arising 
through development and delivering services for the local community.  The Green Infrastructure Partnership presents 
a seminar programme designed especially for Ecobuild 2013: 'GI as a Solution' 

www.ecobuild.co.uk/attractions/working-with-nature.html  

Other Eco-Build events: 

5 March 

o Session: Rules and Regulations Road map – where are we going? (10.45 – 12.15) - Regulations to 
zero-carbon - Rob Pannell (Director, Zero Carbon Hub) 

o Session: Is this the end of the road for zero carbon? (12.45 - 13.45) - Neil Jefferson (Chief 
Executive, Zero Carbon Hub) 

6 March 

o Session: Building Regulation - drivers of change? (12.30 - 14.00) - Allowable solutions for domestic 
buildings. Rob Pannell (Director, Zero Carbon Hub) 

o Session: Progress towards delivering the EPBD? (14.30 - 16:00) - Overcoming the problems of 
overheating. Rob Pannell (Director, Zero Carbon Hub) 

7 March 

o Session: The zero-carbon challenge – delivering the targets (10.30 - 12.30) - We must ‘Mind the 
Gap’ if we are to reach the targets. Rob Pannell (Director, Zero Carbon Hub) 

Old Trafford Manchester Get's EcoSHOWCASE 2013 Off To A Great Start 

I guess you should always expect excitement when you visit Manchester United's Theatre of Dreams and February's 
ecoSHOWCASE didn't disappoint. Even the weather behaved itself, Wednesday's snow turning to brilliant sunshine 
and a 10 degree rise in temperature. There was an equally warm atmosphere to greet the 140 plus construction 
professionals who attended the event, eager to quiz product manufacturers and pack the four 30 minute seminars that 
took place throughout the morning. 

Supported by AECB, CIAT, CIC, AEC and Green Building magazine, the ecoSHOWCASE road show sets out to 
provide a regional forum where local specifiers can meet, network with other professionals, discuss current projects 
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with suppliers and catch up on some CPD education. It's all condensed into four hours, leaving plenty of time to return 
to the office in the afternoon.  

ecoSHOWCASE takes a break in March and returns after Easter at Nottingham's Albert Hall Conference Centre in the 
heart of the city. Registration for this and other locations is at www.ecoshowcase.co.uk  
Climate Week:  Britain’s Biggest Climate Change Campaign – 4th To 10th March 2013 

Climate Week is a supercharged national campaign to inspire a new wave of action on climate change. It culminates 
in thousands of events and activities, planned by organisations from every sector of society. Showcasing real, 
practical ways to combat climate change, the campaign aims to renew our ambition to create a more sustainable, low-
carbon future. 

Climate Week is backed by every part of society - from the Prime Minister to Paul McCartney, the NHS to the Met 
Office, the TUC to the CBI, Girl Guiding UK to the National Association of Head Teachers.  Start thinking about how 
you could showcase your organisation’s sustainability initiatives during Climate Week 2013. Whatever you are doing, 
make sure you register your event on the Climate Week website and help to create a national movement for change. 

To find out more about getting involved in Climate Week go to www.climateweek.com, email info@climateweek.com 
or telephone on 020 3397 2601. 

Superhomes Week:  16th To 24th March 2013 

The Superhome network http://www.superhomes.org.uk/ is opening loads of houses with major improvements 
nationwide between the 16th and 24th March 2013. 

Additionally there are several local networks opening houses like Bristol Green Doors and London Open Doors 
around these dates. 

In Shropshire, Shrewsbury Green Doors are for the second year opening over 20 houses to the public on 23/24th 
March from 1.00-5.00pm. Check out the details on the website: www.shrewsburygreendoors.co.uk.  Last year we had 
100 visitors on our first event.  This year with more publicity around the Green Deal we are hoping to attract more 
visitors, who can get details on local suppliers and installers.  Additionally we are working on a document to explain 
cost savings through various measures. 
Renewable Energy Marketplace, 19 March, Westpoint Arena, Exeter 

Regen SW’s ‘Renewable Energy Marketplace’ is the largest of its kind in the south west, with over 100 exhibitors and 
attracting more than 1200 delegates, showcasing the latest products and services in the energy efficiency and 
renewables sectors. Returning for a third year, this one-day exhibition and conference attracts investors, 
consultancies, buyers (e.g. social housing landlords / local authorities), manufacturers, installers and the general 
public alike. Reflecting the huge expansion in retrofit and microgeneration provision in recent years, this years the 
show is zoned into: 

• construction 

• renewable energy 

• communities 

• skills 

• landowner/farmer 

All zones feature live demonstrations and seminars relevant to that sector, and at  the conference, Rachel Solomon 
Williams, head of strategy, Office for Renewable Energy, DECC, will be speaking about the latest in government 
energy policy (Feed-in Tariff, the Renewable Heat Incentive and progress of the Green Deal), followed by a session 
on ‘top 10 tips for future government energy policy’. 

Full details can be found at www.renewableenergymarketplace.co.uk  

National Home And Renovating Show 21-24 March 2013 

The National Home and Renovating Show is being held at the NEC Birmingham from 21-24 March 2013.  AECB 
Committee members Geoff Stow and Gary Wilburn will be doing regular presentations and staffing the “Ask the 
Experts” area. If you or maybe your clients want free tickets go to http://tiny.cc/z2bisw. 

Earth Day 2013: The Face Of Climate Change 

On April 22, 2013, more than one billion people around the world will take part in the 43rd anniversary of Earth Day. 
From Beijing to Cairo, Melbourne to London, Rio to Johannesburg, New Delhi to New York, communities everywhere 
will voice their concerns for the planet, and take action to protect it. We’ll harness that power to show the world The 
Face of Climate Change. And we’ll call on our leaders to act boldly together, as we have, in this pivotal year. 

Between now and Earth Day, we’ll collect and display images of people, animals, and places directly affected or 
threatened by climate change – as well as images of people stepping up to do something about it. We’ll tell the world 
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their stories. But we need your help. We need you to be climate reporters. So, send us your pictures and stories that 
show The Face of Climate Change. 

On and around Earth Day, an interactive digital display of all the images will be shown at thousands of events around 
the world, including next to federal government buildings in countries that produce the most carbon pollution. The 
display will also be made available online to anyone who wants to view or show it. 

Together, we’ll highlight the solutions and showcase the collective power of individuals taking action across the world. 
In doing so, we hope to inspire our leaders to act and inspire ourselves to redouble our efforts in the fight against 
climate change. 

Go to http://www.earthday.org/2013/about.html  
Green Sky Thinking: 15-19 April 2013 

Green Sky Thinking Week is a London-wide programme for built environment and property professionals highlighting 
new thinking and best practice in how to 'design in' sustainability. 

Organised by Open-City the programme offers an independent arena to showcase and discuss best sustainable 
practice. As a week-long programme it features over 50 B2B sustainability-focused events such as on-site and live 
project talks, seminars, roundtable discussions, and building tours. Each event is hosted by leading companies, 
practice professionals and public sector organizations. The initiative therefore gives an inside, direct and practical 
view from top experts, industry leaders and collaborative teams of how we could move towards successfully ‘greening’ 
entire districts and neighbourhoods, as well as buildings, to inform better decision-making. 

In 2013, Green Sky Thinking takes place from 15-19 April. The programme offers you the opportunity to profile your 
company’s leadership in the promotion of sustainable building and green industry. To find out more visit: 
www.greenskythinking.org.uk 
Ulverston Good Life Festival – 15th June.  

The Ulverston Good Life Festival kicks off with an ECO FAIR at Ford Park from 10am to 4pm on Saturday 15th June 
2013. Then there will be a week of GOOD LIFE events around the town. Themes to be covered include energy, 
buildings, recycling, cycling, gardening, health, campaigning, fair trade, music etc. 

If your group/shop/business would like to be involved by bringing a stall, giving a talk or hosting an activity please 
speak to Kim Farr at Ford Park on 01229 588164. 

To find out more about Ford Park Community Group see www.ford-park.org.uk  

 

Courses 
 
New MSc Programme - University of Greenwich: 

The increasing drive towards low carbon and sustainable solutions in the built environment has introduced a need for 
built environment professionals who can take a holistic view of the sustainability debate. This programme will combine 
the technical design and engineering issues associated with the delivery of sustainable built environments with an 
appreciation for how such approaches can be justified in a commercially focused world.  

The programme considers passive (building fabric) and active measures (building services and renewable energy 
technologies) setting out what approach may be taken when considering new build or, as is becoming increasingly 
important the existing building stock. Alongside this students will gain the skills needed to asses these options on a 
whole life basis with an appreciation for how the financial and business case can be made for such approaches.  

The programme is closely linked with the schools Sustainable Built Environments Research Group (SBERG) and will 
be informed by the cutting edge research carried out by the group considering technical, behavioural and social issues 
associated with the delivery of sustainable built environments. 

The programme aims to: 

• develop skills and understanding around the principles of sustainable building with a view to delivering 
healthy, comfortable, efficient and environmentally friendly buildings; 

• consider how the above issues can be applied when working with existing buildings; 

• take the technical knowledge gained and working within a commercial world produce convincing and robust 
business cases for implementing sustainable solutions.  

The programme is offered on a full-time (1 year) or part-time (2 years) basis with a September and January intake at 
the Universities Avery Hill Campus.  

More information can be found on the following webpage http://www2.gre.ac.uk/study/courses/pg/arc/sbe or by 
contacting programme leader Mark Mulville at m.mulville@greenwich.ac.uk or 0208 331 9973. 
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Schumacher Certificate In Natural Building    

Embercombe in Devon are hosting the Schumacher Certificate in Natural Building from March to September 2013.    

Available as a one week course or take all seven modules for the Schumacher Certificate 

The modules are: 

1) Introduction to Natural building• 18-22 March 2013 

2) Timber in Natural Building 22-26 April 2013 

3) Mass in Natural Building 20-24 May 2013 

4) Insulation in Natural Building 24-28 June 2013 

5) Natural plasters and finishes 22-26 July 2013 

6) Natural building design 19-23 August 2013 

7) Self build community build 16-20 September 2013 

Details on http://tinyurl.com/b43jzw4  

 

Publications 
 

2013 Earthscan Environment And Sustainability Catalogue 

The 2013 Earthscan from Routledge Environment and Sustainability Catalogue is now available, bringing you all of 
our new titles for 2013, covering areas from Sustainable Development to Climate Change, Natural Resources, and 
Environmental Management; Environmental Justice and Ethics to Environmental Policy and Politics; and Sustainable 
Business, Economics and Finance. 

This online catalogue will allow you to: 

• browse full details of all our new titles; including tables of contents, reviews, author biographies and more 

• recommend titles of interest to your librarian 

• request complimentary exam copies where offered 

• create unique booklists to browse, buy, and forward to friends, colleagues and librarians 

Go to http://tandf.msgfocus.com/c/12tQrfYlO4jQqSQI002rJNd69Z  
New From BRE Press 

• Fire performance of external thermal insulation for walls of multi-storey buildings: Third edition 

S Colwell and T Baker 

ISBN 978-1-84806-234-4 

External cladding systems offer a potential route for fire spread through multi-storey buildings. This third edition of BR 
135 sets out the principles and design methodologies related to the fire spread performance characteristics of non-
loadbearing cladding systems, and provides revised guidance in the light of the growing market for cladding systems 
and increasing thermal performance requirements.  

It also updates the guidance on fire performance of currently used materials and technologies. The illustrations and 
scenarios given are based on typical examples of current practice, but, in view of the rapid changes in designs and 
materials, the guidance aims to enable designers to understand the parameters relating to fire safety design and 
construction of external cladding. It also consolidates the fire performance classification systems for full-scale fire tests 
in BS 8414. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327137  

• Index to BRE Digests, Guides, Information Papers - January 2013(AP 295) 

ISBN:  978-1-84806-298-6 

This leaflet provides a classified subject index to BRE Digests, Good Building Guides, Good Repair Guides and 
Information Papers. It also includes numerical listings of titles in each series. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/documents/ap295.pdf  

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please 
email details to network@aecb.net. 


