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AECB News         July 2013 
 
AECB Conference – Last Chance To Register 

12-13 July 2013 | Norcroft Centre, University of Bradford 

Go to http://www.aecb.net/featured/aecb-conference-2013/ to book online 
Please book by Monday 8 July 
To help with our administration please register for the conference by Monday 8 July. Day delegate places are still 
available.  

You can download full programme information at http://www.aecb.net/featured/aecb-conference-2013/  
Don’t miss out on what promises to be a highlight in the AECB calendar – great mix of technical 
workshops, case studies and presentations, tours, good company and topical discussion… 

Choose from 15 workshops: Led by well-informed presenters these sessions will encourage thought-provoking 
discussion and provide technical insight on a variety of topics.  

Just announced! We are delighted that Gernot Vallentin from ArchitekturWerkstatt Vallentin in Germany will be 
with us on Saturday morning to introduce the new international "Memorandum" for  New Building in a time of 
Climate Change and Energy Transition, a commitment of architects worldwide“ which was launched at the 
International Passivhaus Conference in April this year and is already gathering widespread support. We hope you 
will join the debate. Gernot and Rena will also be talking about some of their practice's beautiful projects under 
the heading 'Sustainability and Architecture-Nature-Design'  
Building tours: Tours have been arranged of two new buildings – one of hemplime construction and the other 
prefabricated timber frame to Passivhaus standard – and a refurbished 1960s library block. 

Don’t miss out ! Read what our previous delegates have to say… 

"Best few hours of presentations that I have seen for ages!" … "I really value the mix at the conference" … 
"Excellent debates and presentation." … "I go to the conference mainly for inspiration and networking - although I 
can get the technical tuition from other places it is good to have some technical detailed workshops to explore and 
push knowledge practice further." … "Thank you for organising it. Still my favourite conference. I really value the 
independence from the sponsorship sharks and the commitment and generosity of AECB members who share 
their knowledge" … "Thoroughly enjoyable and stimulating." 

REGISTER NOW 
The two-day conference fee remains the same good value as the last three years at £240 (including VAT) which 
includes all conference sessions, lunch and mid session refreshments and an evening meal on Friday 12 July. 
Day passes are also available for either conference day.    Please see the conference web pages to book and 
for advice on travelling to the University.  

EXHIBITION  
The following companies are among those exhibiting: Ecological Building Systems, Ecology Building Society, 
Farrell and Clark, Green Building Store, Isoquick, Magmatech, Sight Designs, 

Any enquiries concerning the conference and the exhibition should be directed to Karen Purvis 
conference@aecb.net | Tel: 01993 831859. 

Other Sites In Bradford  

If you are toying with coming to the Conference in Bradford it may be worth leaving some spare time to see some 
of the sights in the area. 

The National Media Centre in Bradford   www.nationalmediamuseum.org.uk 

Saltaire, Salts Mill and the Hockney Gallery are within a short travelling distance www.visitbradford.com/saltaire-
airedale/ 
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If you into art then there are wonderful Yorkshire Sculpture Park and the Hepworth Gallery in Wakefield a short 
drive away.   
And of course the some of best curries in the country! 

For those of you unable to be at this year’s AECB Conference in Bradford we will be adding comments and 
highlights on the AECB Facebook page so if you are not already registered join up now 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/theaecb/ 

AECB Conference 12th And 13th July:  University Of Bradford - Biodiversity Tour 

For those you coming to the conference early you are welcome on the monthly biodiversity tour which takes place 
on Thursday 11th July at 12:30pm.    

To book a place either drop a line to ecoversity@bradford.ac.uk or ring 01274 233001.   

The tours have become really popular and showcase what a wonderful job the grounds maintenance team are 
doing and highlight what a surprisingly green environment the grounds are for a City centre campus. 
AECB Website 

We are keen to increase a range of suitable images for use on the AECB website and other 
marketing/promotional material.  In particular we are looking for images inspired by the following categories: 

• Water (project incorporating water/reflecting the theme of water) 

• Biodiversity (eg living roof) 

• Energy efficiency 

• Generation of heat and power 

• Materials 

Please send your high resolution image(s) in a JPG format to gill@aecb.net.  If appropriate we will credit the 
image to the AECB member/project (or please specify credit). 
Passivhaus Conference 

At this year’s Passivhaus Conference a “Memorandum of Understanding” was presented.  It was prepared by a 
group of active European building professionals for discussion.   

Entitled “A new way of building - in a time of Climate Change and Energy Transition”, it can be read at 
http://memorandum-newbuilding.com/  

Gernot Vallentin one of the instigators of the document will be presenting it at the AECB conference in Bradford.  
It would be interesting to have your comments.  
CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer courses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passivhaus is growing rapidly* and is becoming an essential skill for architects and consultants.  Fast track your 
understanding and professional recognition with the CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer course. Two weeks of 
expert training from the UK’s leading Passivhaus practitioners, followed by an exam to become an internationally 
recognised Certified Passivhaus Designer. 

Can't do the whole course? Why not take individual modules such as Introduction to Passivhaus? See the AECB 
website for details.  Bookings can be made through Sophie Phillips on 01752 542546 or 
training@peterwarm.co.uk   
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Bristol  

2013 

London  

2013  

(TBC provisional dates only provided) 

Week 1 

Intro to Passivhaus  9 Sep 4 November (provisional) 

Science of Passivhaus  10-11 Sep 5-6 November (provisional) 

Construction of Passivhaus  12 Sep 7 November (provisional) 

Thermal Bridging (optional)  13 Sep 8 November (provisional) 

Week 2 

Services  23 -24 Sep 18-19 November (provisional) 

PHPP  25 - 26 Sep 20-21 November (provisional) 

Revision  27 Sep 22 November (provisional) 

Exam  19 Oct 6 Dec 

For further information please visit http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ Please 
book with Sophie on 01752 542546 or training@peterwarm.co.uk. 
Protimeter Hygrotrac Remote Monitoring System 

For a limited time the AECB can offer the Protimeter HygroTrac remote monitoring system at significantly 
preferential terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  The 
Protimeter Hygrotrac is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, 
temperature and moisture level. Currently members who have taken up this offer are monitoring various internal 
wall insulation constructions, insulated suspended timber floors, conditions within brickwork that has been 
externally insulated, etc. For more details on the system please visit www.gehygrotrac.com   

To obtain a quotation for the Protimeter Hygrotrac Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A 
forum board has been set up for discussion – click http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read 
more. 
Less is More:  Energy Security after Oil (LIM) from the AECB.  

A reminder that we can send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is More at a price of £20 each (inc. P&P).  
To place your order and arrange payment please contact sally@aecb.net. 

AECB Affiliation with Co-operative Energy 

 

 

 

 

The AECB have a continued affiliation partnership which has been agreed with Co-operative Energy for the 
benefit of AECB members. 
Co-operative Energy is part of The Midcounties Co-operative, the third largest co-operative in the UK with sales 
of £780million and 430,000 members. Midcounties set up Co-operative Energy in 2010. Although founded by a 
regional co-operative, Co-operative Energy is very much a national business, covering the whole of England, 
Wales and Scotland. 

The consumer body ‘Which?’ awarded Co-operative Energy their prestigious Consumer Action Award 2011 for 
steps taken to change the energy supply industry for the better. 
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Co-operative Energy is committed to tackling climate change. It pledges to do this in four ways: 

1. Sourcing more electricity from low carbon generators, including renewable energy generators such as 
wind and hydro. Co-operative Energy’s aim is for the carbon content of its electricity to be less than half 
the national average by April 2012.  

2. Investing in new renewable generating capacity 

3. Adopting energy-efficient practices throughout their trading group 

4. Helping customers save energy with tips on how to lead a lower carbon life 

In addition, Co-operative Energy has dropped their gas and electricity prices by 2% and is holding them until at 
least April next year. 

As part of this affiliation partnership, Co-operative Energy has agreed to a £25 customer incentive for every AECB 
member who joins Co-operative Energy (subject to first 10,000 customers).  The cash incentive will be deducted 
from the customer’s first quarterly bill and is subject to general terms and conditions. 

AECB members who would like to take up the offer will need to either visit the AECB dedicated webpage 
(http://www.cooperativeenergy.coop/aecb) or telephone the freephone number 0800 954 0693 and quote ‘AECB’ 
to make themselves eligible for the incentive. 

We are extremely grateful to Co-operative Energy for this generous offer and look forward to a successful working 
relationship.  

To find out more about the benefits of AECB membership or discuss ways in which your organisation can work 
with AECB, please email emma@aecb.net  or phone 0845 456 9773. 
2013 AECB AGM  

Norcroft Centre, University of Bradford 12th – 13th July 

The Annual General Meeting of the Association for Environment Conscious Building (Ltd)(AECB) will be held at 
9.00am on 13th July 2013 at the University of Bradford.  

Details of the venue, annual report, accounts, minutes of the last AGM and other relevant information can be 
viewed at www.aecb.net and the agenda is below. 
AGENDA 

Annual General Meeting of the Association for Environment Conscious Building (Ltd) (AECB) 

Meeting to be held at 9.00am on 13th July 2013 at the University of Bradford 

1. Apologies 

2. To receive the minutes of the AGM held on 29th June 2012 (Note: these are available on-line at 
www.aecb.net) 

3. To receive the accounts for the financial year ending 30th September 2012. (Please note that 
these are available on-line at www.aecb.net) 

4. To receive the Trustees’ annual report of the AECB’s activities to year ending 30th September 
2012 (Note: this is available on-line at www.aecb.net) 

5. To elect a maximum of 1 trustee to the board (the board consists of a maximum of 12 trustees 
in total, each standing for a maximum term of office of 3 years, none of the existing 

Trustees are up for election this year as they are all still within their 3 year period of office). 

Nominations for Trustees must be sent to the Company Secretary: Peter Wilkinson at the 

Company’s registered office: 30 Linden Road, Earby, Barnoldswick, Lancashire, BB18 6XR, no later than 28 days 
before the AGM. For information about each candidate please visit www.aecb.net or contact sally@aecb.net  

6. To appoint Keith Bridgford and Co as auditors. 

7. In accordance with paragraph 5.2.1, clauses 4.16, 5.1 and 5.3 of the AECB’s articles relating to 
the maximum to be agreed annually by the AGM, that the limit of earnings that any trustee can 
claim for work carried out on behalf of the AECB should remain at £5,000.00 in any financial 
year. 

8. To discuss and determine any issues of policy or deal with any other business. 

The AECB is a company limited by guarantee. Company No 5336768 

Company Secretary: Peter Wilkinson.  

Registered Office: 30 Linden Road, Earby, Barnoldswick, Lancashire BB18 6XR 
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AECB Member News 
 
ech2o’s Summer Newsletter   

ech2o’s summer newsletter is now out and comprises the usual eclectic mix of links and information about water.  
Go to http://www.ech2o.co.uk/newsletter_13summer.shtml  

Read Cath’s latest water column where she asks whether it would be better to harness the heat in greywater 
rather than recycling it to flush toilets, link to two videos about water footprinting and check out the new ‘Water 
around the World’ post, this time from Australia. Cath’s ‘A year of showering variously’ blog continues with tales 
about showering in Austria and the Czech Republic, a new unit for water efficient behaviour, and wondering ‘What 
did the Romans ever do for us?’ Add in a video to make hovering in public toilets a thing of the past and one 
about apprentice German coastguards, a visit to the Museum of Water, news about a new anti-surcharge valve 
and a call to enter the SWIG awards and you could easily immerse yourself in it for an hour. (Yes, I know we used 
that pun that last time but it is so good it stays!) 
Beattie Passive Launch New Joint Venture With The Norse Group 

Beattie Passive has launched a new joint venture with The Norse Group, a company which works across the UK 
but is wholly owned by Norfolk County Council.  The Norse Group specialises in building and managing schools 
throughout the country, is also delivering Healthcare and Local Authority housing through its offices UK wide and 
has a reputation of developing the skills of its 10,000 strong workforce. 

Beattie Passive Norse is a joint initiative between Beattie Passive Build System Limited and The Norse Group to 
bring ‘passivhaus’ standards within the reach of everyone, from local authorities to education departments, 
healthcare providers to private sale residential developers  – and even offering a construction lifeline to the 
unemployed and youngsters in Further Education and apprenticeship schemes.    

Mike Britch, Managing Director of The Norse Group, said: "The Beattie Passive Norse solution is able to offer our 
clients with a design, produce, construct, deliver and manage solution, addressing local housing needs for the 
whole community, whether in the affordable housing arena or private sector today and into the next decade.  

"Its simplicity makes this solution so attractive to all markets and sectors and is at the forefront of changing the 
way we approach construction and building in general. It’s not just the speed of construction, the cost 
effectiveness of the solution or that every building is tested and commissioned, it is much more than that. 

"Being able to offer the Passivhaus standard by default at the same cost as traditional build today is a 
phenomenal achievement. But also helping to eliminate fuel poverty and bring communities together, rejuvenating 
local businesses, suppliers, the employment market and provide the youngsters of today with transferrable skills 
is quite simply incredible." 

Ron Beattie: "We see this as an exciting joint venture that gives us a great opportunity to deliver the Beattie 
Passive product into schools, healthcare and local authority housing, whilst raising building standards, creating 
sustainable communities and generating work for the young and semi-skilled labour." 
Fluid Structures:  Ash Court Girton College (BREEAM Excellent) 

 

 Ash Court  

AECB members, Fluid Structures have been presented the BREEAM “Excellent” award for the Ash Court 
development at Girton College, Cambridge.  The new development at Ash Court comprises a new 50 room hall of 
residence, gymnasium and colonnade, together with extensive refurbishments of the college swimming pool and 
squash court, and replacement of boiler plant to existing halls.   

The new build accommodation was carefully designed on passive principles with close attention to airtightness 
detailing to meet an annual heating energy demand of 16.5kWh/sqm with an airtightness of 1.0cum/sqm/hr.  The 
accommodation is generating more electricity than it consumes from its full coverage roof mounted PV array.  The 
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external walls adopted wide cavity super insulated full fill construction with basalt ties, whilst the roof was 
constructed with full fill I-joist cassettes, propped from the attic slab.  As a measure to mitigate future climate 
change, within the 100 year design life, the exposed concrete slabs to the ceilings incorporate embedded 
pipework to allow future cooling.  Other elements include MVHR, triple glazing, and a ground source heat pump. 

 

Local Group News 
 

For full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events please visit www.aecb.net/events/  for up to date 
information on all of these events including dates, times and venues or email debbie@aecb.net to request that 
your name be added to a Local Group mailing list. 

 
Forthcoming Local Group Events In July 2013: 

• Hampshire Local Group 

All members are welcome at these events and are free to bring along any guests.  These may be members of a 
construction team or people that are interested in the topic.   This is a good opportunity to learn more about 
sustainable building methods through AECB Local Groups and to find out about the AECB and its aims. 

A second in the series “Identikit Eco Home” Open Forum 

Each of these discussion meetings – to find the optimum new build method for Hampshire – is a standalone event 
but, for those that missed the first one, notes will be available. 
Date:   Tuesday 9th July 2013  

Time:  6.00 pm 

Venue:   Toscanaccios, Parchment Street Winchester SO23 8AT (Tel 01962 841223) 

This is a wine shop and deli – refreshments and food is available http://www.toscanaccio.co.uk/ 

If you could let the Group Leader, Brian Layton, know if you are coming it will help with the arrangements (either 
directly or via debbie@aecb.net) but please feel free to arrive last minute if you find you can make it. 

Knauf presentation on EWI / IWI  from 5.30pm 

Date:  Wednesday 24th July 2013  
This will be hosted by Elliotts at their Southampton sustainable products centre in Millbank Street, 
Northam, Southampton, SO14 5AG  (Tel:  023 8063 3833) 

• Kent Local Group:  

Modern Lime Render and Insulation Systems Workshop  

Wood fibre insulation systems in conjunction with lime plaster offer a breathable solution for both internal and 
external situations in modern and historic buildings. 

The Kent Group Leader, Paul Mallion, has brought together Steico insulation (www.steico.co.uk) and Lime Green 
plasters (www.lime-green.co.uk) to offer a practical 1-day CPD and workshop event. 

Date and Time:   Tuesday 16th July 2013  

Time:   From 11.00am (or you may join the event for the afternoon only) 

Venue:    Godinton House in Ashford – The Barn, Godinton House, Godinton Lane, Ashford, Kent, TN23 
3BP 

Cost £40 to cover lunch, teas, and materials (payable at time of booking). 

To reserve a place and for a booking form, email the Group Leader, Paul Mallion of Conker Conservation directly 
or c/o debbie@aecb.net 

• Plymouth Local Group  

More good news for Devon!  In addition to the Devon Group that is starting up, Liam McDonagh-Greaves has 
organised the first event of a new AECB Local Group in Plymouth.  Liam is with WARM who will need no 
introduction to many AECB members and the inaugural meeting of the Plymouth Group will be the opening of 
WARM’s new Plymouth offices. 
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The new WARM offices are aiming for the *EnerPHit standard and with the wealth of knowledge and experience 
of Peter Warm, Sally Godber and their team, this building should be right on target.  Further information (including 
what EnerPHit is) www.peterwarm.co.uk/introducing-our-new-enerphit-office/our-new-enerphit-office/  

The evening will start with a ribbon-cutting ceremony, followed by a short presentation about the retrofit project 
with time for questions and discussions.  AECB members will then get to know each other over some drinks and 
snacks – possibly continuing at the local pub afterwards. 

Please feel free to bring along a guest, whether it be someone involved with a building project you are doing or 
with a general interest in sustainable building.   RSVP to Liam directly at liam@peterwarm.co.uk or via 
debbie@aecb.net 

Date:  Thursday 25th July 2013  

Time:  6.00 to 8.00 pm 

Venue:   WARM, 3 Admiral’s Hard, Plymouth, PL1 3RJ (above Ferry Stores) 

Car Share:  If you would be willing to give a fellow member a lift, please let debbie@aecb.net know. 

 

News  

 

Redrawing The Energy-Climate Map - World Energy Outlook Special Report 

Governments have decided collectively that the world needs to limit the average global temperature increase to 
no more than 2oC and international negotiations are engaged to that end. Yet any resulting agreement will not 
emerge before 2015 and new legal obligations will not begin before 2020.  Meanwhile, despite many countries 
taking new actions, the world is drifting further and further from the track it needs to follow. 

The energy sector is the single largest source of climate-changing greenhouse-gas emissions and limiting these 
is an essential focus of action. The World Energy Outlook has published detailed analysis of the energy 
contribution to climate change for many years. But, amid major international economic preoccupations, there are 
worrying signs that the issue of climate change has slipped down the policy agenda. This Special Report seeks to 
bring it right back on top by showing that the dilemma can be tackled at no net economic cost.  To download the 
full report go to http://www.aecb.net/news/  
NGOs Accuse Pulp And Paper Giant Of 'Dodging Inquiry' Into Deforestation Practices 

Asia Pacific Resources International Limited (APRIL) has been accused of dodging an independent inquiry into its 
deforestation practices in Indonesia after the company recently withdrew from the Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC).  Greenpeace, the Rainforest Action Network (RAN) and WWF lodged a complaint last month with the FSC 
that APRIL was in violation of FSC's Policy for Association through its "continued large-scale conversion of 
natural forests in Indonesia to plantations, including the destruction of high conservation value (HCV) forests". 

On June 22, the FSC announced that APRIL had asked its certification bodies to withdraw all of its FSC Chain of 
Custody (COC) certificates.  In a statement responding to FSC's announcement, APRIL said that its decision "not 
to hold or seek FSC CoC/CW certification for the foreseeable future is based on concerns about the FSC's Policy 
for Association". 

It added that the FSC's current Policy for Association criteria act as a "disincentive for companies" in developing 
countries to engage with the FSC system.  However, environmental groups stressed that the FSC Policy for 
Association is in place to ensure that the FSC only associates with companies committed to fundamental 
principles of responsible forest management. 

It requires that a company holding FSC CoC certificates must not be involved in the conversion of HCV forest and 
must not have converted an area of forest covering more than 10,000 ha within the past five years.  WWF, 
Greenpeace and RAN are calling on APRIL to immediately stop all natural forest clearance in all of its own and 
suppliers' concession and commit to a comprehensive zero deforestation policy as first steps. 

The NGOs are also calling on the FSC to ensure that any company associated with deforestation are not allowed 
to hold FSC certificates. 

Source www.edie.net  
Deadline For Sustainability Leaders Awards Extended To July 19th 

Due to the volume of requests we’ve received for more time to enter the Sustainability Leaders Awards, edie 
and Sustainable Business are pleased to announce a deadline extension to close of business on Friday 19th 
July. 
 
Go to http://news.fav-house.com/_act/link.php?mId=B86924545576920711412706402610&tId=149084408  
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The 2013 awards will take place at the Grand Connaught rooms, London on Thursday 21st November.  

We look forward to receiving your entries, but if you have any questions at all please don't hesitate to get in touch 
by calling Will Parsons on 01342 332 069 or email me at will.parsons@fav-house.com  

CSE Communities: National Update – Rural Community Renewable Energy Fund 

The Rural Community Renewable Energy Fund is open to applications from Friday 28th June.  

The fund aims to support community renewable energy projects in rural areas. Funds of up to £150,000 are 
available through two funding stages: an initial feasibility grant; and a loan for development costs (paid back only 
if the scheme goes ahead). We’ve written some guidance on the fund, and we’re happy to talk with any groups 
who are interested in applying and would like further support. 

For details see: http://www.cse.org.uk/news/view/1740 

You can email renewables@wrap.org.uk to register for updates or for specific queries about eligibility. 

Three-Quarters Of Europeans Willing To Pay More For Eco-Products 

Almost 80% of European citizens are willing to pay more for environmentally-friendly products, according to a 
survey from the European Commission.  Released today, the survey shows that 77% of respondents will pay 
more if they are confident that products they purchase are 'truly' environmentally-friendly.  However, the survey 
also reveals that only slightly more than half of EU citizens feel informed about the environmental impacts of the 
products they buy and use. 

A majority of EU citizens believe that buying environmentally-friendly products can make a difference to the 
environment (89%) and that they are as effective as regular products (74%).  Confidence that products labelled 
environmentally-friendly are less harmful to the environment is highest in Portugal (84%), Malta (82%), France 
(81%) and Belgium (81%).  However, confidence is significantly lower in Germany (44%), Romania (46%) and the 
Netherlands (47%). 

Just over half of EU citizens generally trust producers' claims about the environmental performance of their 
products (52%), but a majority of Europeans do not trust companies' reports on their own environmental 
performance (54%).  Despite this, there is strong support for obliging companies to publish reports on their overall 
environmental performance and the environmental performance of their products (69%). 

Source www.edie.net  
'Nervous' Osborne Delays Zero Carbon Home Commitment 

The Government has been urged to demonstrate its commitment for all new homes to be zero carbon from 2016 
by ending the delay on new Building Regulations. 

Shadow Chancellor Ed Balls, Shadow Energy Secretary Caroline Flint and Shadow Housing Minister Jack 
Dromey have sent an open letter to Communities Secretary Eric Pickles, arguing that the failure to clarify the 
standards which builders should adhere to in 2013 through Part L of the regulations is "highly detrimental" for 
delivering new homes and puts a key green policy at "serious risk."  

The call from Labour MPs has been strongly backed by the UK Green Building Council (UK-GBC) who is also 
concerned over the uncertainty of the price of carbon in the so-called Allowable Solutions 2016 policy which 
enables developers to invest in offsite carbon mitigation schemes. 

According to the UK-GBC, although the Coalition has previously stated its support for zero carbon homes from 
2016 and zero carbon commercial properties from 2019, the industry is worried that innovation in the construction 
sector and supply chains could stall without urgent confirmation of changes to the regulations. 

Source www.edie.net  

 
Events 
 

Southampton completes ecoSHOWCASE summer series 

 
The final event of the ecoSHOWCASE summer series takes place at St Mary's Stadium on Tuesday 9th July. 
Supported for the first time by Hampshire Chamber of Commerce, the event is free to trade visitors registering via 
the website www.ecoshowcase.co.uk and covers sustainability topics from The Green Deal, BIM and Retrofit. 
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Exhibits include: Heating, Ventilation, Windows and Doors, Roofing, Green Roofing, Water and Waste, Cladding, 
Insulation and Building Information Modelling (BIM) 

The event includes a number of free to attend seminar presentations with speakers from CIAT, CIC and Asset 
Skills. The doors open to delegates at 10am and close at 2pm, leaving plenty of time to return to the office to 
catch up on business. 
Tywi Centre Sustainable Buildings Fair 

The Tywi Centre is hosting a ‘Sustainable Building Fair: Energy Saving Solutions for your home’ at Dinefwr Home 
Farm in Llandeilo on Saturday 13th July.  The event is to engage the public in the energy saving and energy 
conservation debate, and enable them to gather information and advice on renewable technology, natural building 
materials and energy saving measures, with a particular focus on interventions relevant to Wales’s historic built 
environment. 

Doors will be open between 10.30 and 4.30 and entry to the event will be FREE to the public. 

Programme of Events 

• A range of organisations will be present at the event including the Association for Environmentally 
Conscious Building (AECB), The Energy Saving Trust, Cadw, the National Trust and Zero Carbon 
Futures (Carmarthenshire).  All will be providing information and guidance to visitors to the event. 

• We are seeking representation from organisations (mostly within a 30mile radius of Llandeilo) promoting 
and installing all renewable technologies, and would like to encourage them to provide advice and 
information as well as selling their own products and services.  These organisations will be able to have 
a trade stand in either the Marquee or Workshops on the day. 

• We will also be holding a series of workshops/seminars on a range of subjects such as The Green Deal, 
Nest, Insulating Old Buildings, Damp Proofing, Natural Building Materials and External Wall Insulation. 

• Visitors will be offered guided walks to view and discuss the Biomass Boiler and PV installations at 
Dinefwr Home Farm 

We very much hope that you will be keen to join us at The Tywi Centre on 13th July, at what promises to be a 
productive, informative and fun event. 

Go to http://www.tywicentre.org.uk/English/Documents/OpenDayFlyerLOW2.pdf for more information. 

Producing Thatching Straw - Open Day 13 July 

One of our most important jobs is to help find new opportunities for Welsh organic producers. One of these is 
growing thatching straw for which there is strong demand, and great enthusiasm, for among thatchers. We have 
done a feasibility study, which highlights the main opportunities, issues and challenges; the full report can be 
downloaded from http://www.organiccentrewales.org.uk/uploads/straw_final_report.pdf (or if you prefer a hard 
copy, please contact me on the details below). 

Now it’s time to look at the practicalities! We are organising an open day, hosted by Graham Morris, near Builth 
Wells on Saturday 13th July. Graham has been growing thatching straw for 7 years and will be talking about all 
aspects of growing, harvesting and processing the crop including an introduction to all the machinery involved. 
Alan Jones, one of Wales’ leading thatchers will demonstrating the art of thatching, talking about what thatchers 
want from growers and  the importance of preserving thatching varieties for our future. 

It promises to be an excellent day; the programme is attached. If you would like to come along, please email bobl-
project@aber.ac.uk. 

For more information please contact Tony Little 01970 621632 or email bobl-project@aber.ac.uk  
PlanLoCaL Events – Final Reminder 

We’re hitting the road in July with four free workshops showcasing the new PlanLoCaL toolkit on Energy 
Efficiency and the Green Deal for community groups and organisations who support them. We’re coming to 
Birmingham, Manchester, Bristol and London.  

Places are filling up quickly, so don’t miss out on the opportunity to see the new toolkit in action! DECC will be 
speaking at three out of the four events, and there will be guest speakers from organisations including Nesta, the 
Carbon Co-op, Birmingham Social Enterprise Network, Marches Energy Agency, Co-operatives UK, Energise 
Barnett, Green Deal Advice Midlands and Bristol Green Doors. 

For details, travel bursaries, and to book your place: http://www.cse.org.uk/news/view/1734 
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AJ Retrofit Awards - Celebrating Long Life, Loose Fit, Low Energy  

 
The Retrofit Awards are brought to you by The Architects’ Journal.  They recognise and celebrate design, 
engineering and construction excellence that prolongs and improves the life of the built environment. This year’s 
Awards take place on 11 September at The Brewery, London. 

Make sure you’re at the AJ Retrofit Awards to: 

• Meet the architects and engineers behind this year’s winning and shortlisted retrofit projects  

• Meet this year's industry expert judges  

• Celebrate with existing clients and meet potential new ones  

• Prove that you are at the forefront of this crucial billion pound market 

• Be seen to support and celebrate the industry's achievements  

For more details please contact Francesca Verdusco on +44 (0)20 3033 2660 or email 
francesca.verdusco@emap.com. Remember to quote your VIP code AECB when booking your table.   

For more information visit www.retrofitawards.com. 
Bristol Green Doors Open Homes Weekend 2013 – September 28th-29th  

31 homes confirmed so far – and 19 of those are to be opening their green doors for the 1st time!   

Go to http://www.bristolgreendoors.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=2744&qid=185660 to see the 
full spread of homes so far. There is great coverage of the city this year with a broad range of homes and 
measures so there should be something for everyone. 

If you have any queries about the event, contact Katy Wall at katy.wall@bristolgreendoors.org  

 

Publications 
 
New From IHS BRE Press  

• Advances in construction life cycle assessment through building information modelling – an introduction 
to IMPACT  (D Doran, BRE)  

ISBN 978-1-84806-334-1  

For over a decade BRE has played a key role in assessing the environmental impact of construction. During this 
time interest in life cycle assessment (LCA), often known as ‘embodied impacts’, has increased markedly among 
building designers, who recognise that impacts from buildings extend well beyond the operational energy uses of 
heating, cooling and power.  

There is an increasing understanding that we live in a finite world requiring better resource efficiency. This has 
become evident through an explosion of events, media coverage, new consultancy services and numerous new 
tools. At the same time, the construction industry has begun gearing up for building information modelling (BIM), 
where 3D drawn information and meta-data (such as construction product information) are integrated into a single 
model. The combination of these two significant changes has paved the way for BRE and three other partners to 
produce IMPACT: a method designed for building-level LCA and life cycle costing. 

This Information Paper focuses on the environmental aspects of IMPACT. It begins by introducing the IMPACT 
project and LCA from the perspective of a building designer. This is followed by a review of the key themes and 
advantages of building-level LCA including BIM, building-level comparison and integration into the BRE 
Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM; www.breeam.org). After reading this Information Paper, readers 
will gain crucial understanding of how BRE is approaching BIM life cycle assessment, and how it is implemented 
through IMPACT. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327161  

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please 
email details to network@aecb.net. 


