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AECB News         August 2013 
 
AECB - the association for environment conscious building 

 
The development of our branding has been taken on an evolutionary, not revolutionary journey.  Reinforcement of our 
core ethos and ethics includes returning to the use of the full AECB text and we hope this will be used proudly by us 
all.  This along with the new strapline "building knowledge" brings clarity of message, freshness and authority to our 
brand. 

Reinforcement of our values, history and environmental credentials through this new look brings a more approachable 
image to the association and one which both members and non-members will appreciate. The new colour way and 
balance of our new logo allows stronger application to all media and promotional material. 

We very much hope you approve of this new look and we will continue to apply this across all forms of AECB 
literature, website and our outward facing image.  The new logo is now available to download from the AECB website 
at www.aecb.net/publications/aecb-logo/ 
AECB Website 

We are keen to increase a range of suitable images for use on the AECB website and other marketing/promotional 
material.  In particular we are looking for images inspired by the following categories: 

• Water (project incorporating water/reflecting the theme of water) 

• Biodiversity (e.g. living roof) 

• Energy efficiency 

• Generation of heat and power 

• Materials 

Please send your high resolution image(s) in a JPG format to gill@aecb.net.    If appropriate we will credit the image 
to the AECB member/project (or please specify credit). 

AECB 2013 Annual Conference 

This year’s conference at the University of Bradford was a great success and we would like to thank the staff at the 
university and all of those who presented workshops.  

We have sent out a link to an on line survey to get feedback so if you went and haven’t filled it in yet please do so as 
the information is important to us. We will publish the results on the web site and in the next issue of Network.  

Many of the presentations and photos are now on the web site and others will follow.  
We are now looking for a venue for next year so if you know of somewhere big enough and with accommodation and 
ideally some interesting buildings then please let Gill know on gill@aecb.net  

Geoff Stow 

Conference and Events Sub-Group 

AECB Annual General Meeting held on 13th July 2013 – University of Bradford 

The AECB Annual General Meeting was held on Saturday 13th July 2013 at the University of Bradford.  Chris Herring 
retired as Chair but remains on the Board as a Trustee.  Geoff Stow has retired as a Trustee but remains on the 
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Conference and Events sub-group.   We welcome the two new Trustees who were elected on to the Board, Julia 
Bennett and Paul Jennings – a short biog for the two new Trustees is below. 

Following the AGM, the Board elected the following officers:  

• Peter Wilkinson as Chair and Company Secretary 

• Fran Bradshaw to the new position of Deputy Chair 

• Paul Bourgeois as Treasurer 

• Neill Lewis as Secretary to the Board 

         Neill Lewis 

         Secretary to the Board 

Paul Jennings 

Paul Jennings of Aldas is the most experienced airtightness tester and consultant in the UK, and an AECB member 
for over 15 years.  He has presented at several conferences and demonstrated the door fan test equipment at others. 
 He is a Certified PassivHaus Consultant and has been involved in many UK PassivHaus projects, including the first 
certified domestic and non-domestic PH projects in Machynlleth, both built by John Williamson, and most recently the 
Lancaster Co-Housing Project (41 PH houses and flats) for which Andrew Yeats is the architect.   

Paul is an experienced trainer and originated the "Airtightness Champion" concept, delivering numerous CPD 
seminars.  For many years he was a non-executive director of the charity Carbon Descent, originally Southwark 
Energy Agency, former AECB members, specialising in governance and employment issues.  After relocating out of 
London to a community near Bude, he formed the AECB South West Local Group and was leader for a time before 
relocating to the Cotswolds for family reasons. 

Julia Bennett 

Julia Bennett is a UK registered architect and Certified Passivhaus Designer with a Masters in Energy Efficient 
Building, based in the Cotswolds. She is a long-standing AECB member and local group coordinator, with a passion 
for sustainable design, stakeholder involvement and collaborative working to achieve integrated positive communities 
and developments. 

In the 90s Julia was a Trustee of the Association for Technical Aid Centres, and the Axiom Community Arts Project in 
Cheltenham, and Sustainable Solutions coordinator for Stroud Community Planning Conference and for the 
community-led Local Agenda 21 initiative in Gloucestershire, Vision 21.  She has used 'whole system' facilitation and 
consensus-building techniques and workshops to bring large and small groups of diverse stakeholders to work and 
engage together on highly complex issues and projects. 

Her work has included roles for large multi-disciplinary practice Atkins, architectural coop Quattro Design 
Architects, small private practice Tyack Architects, and she is developing a passivhaus and low energy consultancy in 
close collaboration with Cotswold Green Energy on projects such as the first PH certified house in England. 

Other work has included primary and special schools for Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire, community, arts and 
environmental education buildings, mediaeval timber-framed structures and historic stone buildings, private houses 
and developer housing. She also volunteered in Ladakh in the Himalayas on the acclaimed Arup-designed 
sustainable school project, Druk Padma Karpo School. 

Her passion for the supportive learning network that is the special core of the AECB extends in challenging times 
to stand to be a Trustee to contribute to continued collaboration and capacity-building within the membership at all 
levels, from one-to-one connections to strategic engagement with others. 
Local Group Leaders Meeting – held at University of Bradford 11th July 2013 

The first meeting of Local Group Leaders was held at Bradford on the day before the annual conference.  Just half 
[12] of the groups were represented, coming from as far afield as Scotland, East Anglia and Hampshire, plus places in 
between, not forgetting our hosts, the Yorkshire group.  AECB staff and trustees were also there.  The pre-meeting 
lunch was a good opportunity to catch up with old friends and make new ones.   

There was no intent for the meeting to make momentous decisions but rather to give everyone an opportunity to find 
out what the others were doing and to try to gain an insight into what would make group leaders’ tasks easier.   

It soon became clear that there was no such thing as a “typical” group.   Activities were common – visits to work in 
progress, technical discussions, social events etc., but their popularity and attendance varied as much as the 
frequency of meetings and backgrounds of people attending.  This meant that the demands for resources were 
equally diverse:  while some needed financial help to secure venues and speakers, others were self-sufficient.  
However, the common need was for communication – among groups and with the Board of Trustees.  Much of the 
discussion centred on these issues and strategies explored for improvement in these areas.   

A further on-line event is planned, to include those unable to meet at Bradford. After this a framework can be put in 
place to help everyone involved to meet their aspirations to grow and to work effectively within their communities.   
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Omnisense Remote Monitoring System 

For a limited time the AECB can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring system at significantly preferential terms to 
AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  The Omnisense system is a 
web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, temperature and moisture level. 
Currently members who have taken up this offer are monitoring various internal wall insulation constructions, insulated 
suspended timber floors, conditions within brickwork that has been externally insulated, etc 

To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum board 
has been set up for discussion – click http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 
Less is More:  Energy Security after Oil (LIM) from the AECB.  

A reminder that we can send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is More at a price of £20 each (inc. P&P).  To 
place your order and arrange payment please contact sally@aecb.net. 

CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer courses 

Passivhaus is growing rapidly and is becoming an essential skill for architects and consultants. Fast track your 
understanding and professional recognition with the CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer course. Two weeks of expert 
training from the UK's leading Passivhaus practitioners, followed by an exam to become an internationally recognised 
Certified Passivhaus Designer.  

Can't do the whole course? Why not take individual modules such as Fundamentals of Passivhaus? See the AECB 
website for details. http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ 

Bookings can be made through Emma-Kate Brown on 01752 542546 or training@peterwarm.co.uk  

   
Bristol  

2013 

London  

2013  

Week 1 

Intro to Passivhaus  9 Sep 4 November  

Science of Passivhaus  10-11 Sep 5-6 November  

Construction of Passivhaus  12 Sep 7 November  

Thermal Bridging (optional)  13 Sep 8 November  

Week 2 

Services  23 -24 Sep 18-19 November  

PHPP  25 - 26 Sep 20-21 November  

Revision  27 Sep 22 November  

Exam  19 Oct 6 Dec 

For further information please visit http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ Please 
book with Sophie on 01752 542546 or training@peterwarm.co.uk. 
AECB Affiliation with Co-operative Energy 

 

 

 

 

The AECB have a continued affiliation partnership which has been agreed with Co-operative Energy for the benefit of 
AECB members. 
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Co-operative Energy is part of The Midcounties Co-operative, the third largest co-operative in the UK with sales of 
£780million and 430,000 members. Midcounties set up Co-operative Energy in 2010. Although founded by a regional 
co-operative, Co-operative Energy is very much a national business, covering the whole of England, Wales and 
Scotland. 

The consumer body ‘Which?’ awarded Co-operative Energy their prestigious Consumer Action Award 2011 for steps 
taken to change the energy supply industry for the better. 

Co-operative Energy is committed to tackling climate change. It pledges to do this in four ways: 

1. Sourcing more electricity from low carbon generators, including renewable energy generators such as wind 
and hydro. Co-operative Energy’s aim is for the carbon content of its electricity to be less than half the 
national average by April 2012.  

2. Investing in new renewable generating capacity 

3. Adopting energy-efficient practices throughout their trading group 

4. Helping customers save energy with tips on how to lead a lower carbon life 

In addition, Co-operative Energy has dropped their gas and electricity prices by 2% and is holding them until at least 
April next year. 

As part of this affiliation partnership, Co-operative Energy has agreed to a £25 customer incentive for every AECB 
member who joins Co-operative Energy (subject to first 10,000 customers).  The cash incentive will be deducted from 
the customer’s first quarterly bill and is subject to general terms and conditions. 

AECB members who would like to take up the offer will need to either visit the AECB dedicated webpage 
(http://www.cooperativeenergy.coop/aecb) or telephone the freephone number 0800 954 0693 and quote ‘AECB’ to 
make themselves eligible for the incentive. 

We are extremely grateful to Co-operative Energy for this generous offer and look forward to a successful working 
relationship.  

To find out more about the benefits of AECB membership or discuss ways in which your organisation can work with 
AECB, please email emma@aecb.net  or phone 0845 456 9773. 
AJ Retrofit Awards - Celebrating long life, loose fit, low energy  

The Retrofit Awards are brought to you by The Architects’ Journal.  They recognise and celebrate design, engineering 
and construction excellence that prolongs and improves the life of the built environment. This year’s Awards take 
place on 11 September at The Brewery, London. 

Make sure you’re at the AJ Retrofit Awards to: 

• Meet the architects and engineers behind this year’s winning and shortlisted retrofit projects  

• Meet this year's industry expert judges  

• Celebrate with existing clients and meet potential new ones  

• Prove that you are at the forefront of this crucial billion pound market 

• Be seen to support and celebrate the industry's achievements  

For more details please contact Francesca Verdusco on 020 3033 2660 or email francesca.verdusco@emap.com. 
Remember to quote your VIP code AECB when booking your table.  For more information visit 
www.retrofitawards.com. 

 

 

AECB Member News 
 
Data Proves 80% Reduction in CO2 and  Fuel Bills Halved 

One year after the residents moved in, the final post-occupancy report for Wolvercote Road has just been published 
and the results demonstrate that the project is a resounding success! 

Completed in Spring 2012, extensive retrofit works to this end-of-terrace property on the Thamesmead Estate have 
resulted in significant cuts to the CO2 emissions as well as large reductions in fuel bills. 

Completed together with AECB Members Buro Happold, Martin Arnold Associates and Axis Europe, the refurbishment 
of the home - which is owned by Gallions Housing Association - was part funded by the government's 'Retrofit for the 
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Future' initiative to test and monitor the effectiveness of new, innovative products and construction techniques to 
improve energy efficiency in social housing. 

Properties on the Thamesmead Estate were originally constructed using pre-cast concrete with a minimal 50mm layer 
of insulation and single glazing. By current standards the thermal performance of the envelope are poor with homes 
often suffering from moisture-related problems such as condensation and rising damp. 

The property was transformed into a six-bedroom 'near Passivhaus' home, super insulated with external cladding, 
triple glazing throughout and high levels of air tightness. Fresh air is provided by a mechanical ventilation system with 
heat recovery and renewable electricity and water heating is provided by ten photovoltaic panels and a vacuum tube 
collector on the roof. A key innovation to the project is a highly-insulated flat plate solar-air collector prototype 
integrated into the external insulation on the south facade. 

Wireless equipment was installed in the home to monitor the energy performance. Data collected over a 12 month 
period while the property has been in occupation was collated and analysed for the final report which assesses 
exactly how successful the retrofit project has been. 

The results are extremely positive. The family of seven that live in the property have seen their gas and electricity bills 
more than half. According to Ofgem, the typical dual fuel bill in the UK is £1,420/year, with the residents of Wolvercote 
Road now paying £730/year. The CO2 emissions are now a fifth of what they were prior to refurbishment - with an 
annual saving of 83kgCO2/m2. Alongside this, air permeability of the home has been more than halved and the 
amount of renewable energy provided by the photovoltaics has exceeded the original forecast. 

To view the performance data in it's entirety, visit the Retrofit for the Future Low Energy Building Database at 
http://retrofitforthefuture.org/viewproject.php?id=54 

With 6.5 million solid-walled properties in the UK, this project gave the team the potential to develop a much clearer 
understanding of how to realise an energy efficient refurbishment of this type of property in the future. 

Local Group News 
 

For full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events please visit www.aecb.net/events/  for up to date 
information on all of these events including dates, times and venues or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your 
name be added to a Local Group mailing list. 

Forthcoming Local Group Events in August/September 2013: 

• Cornwall Local Group Events 

Cornwall Group dates for your diaries:  

13 August 2013;  

15 October 2013;  

10 December 2013  

If you would like to be added to the mailing list for the Cornwall Group, contact the Group Leader, Claire Maye (of the 
Cornwall Sustainable Building Trust) directly or c/o debbie@aecb.net  

• North East Local Group 

North East Local Group Leader, Mark Siddall, is planning an event for 5th September 2013. 

Topic:    To be confirmed 

Venue:  Unless notified otherwise the AECB regional meetings will take place at  Northumbria University, Ellison 
Building, Ellison Place, NE1 8ST (location 8 on the link below). 

Assemble in the reception area at 6.00 p.m. (in the bar) before moving to a ground floor seminar room fpr a 6.15 
start.  For a map showing the location see: 
http://www.northumbria.ac.uk/brochure/visit/campus_branch/ncle_cmp/city_campus/ 

For those that arrive by car there is parking adjacent to location 19 on the link above (just before you go under Mea 
House.) 

For further information – and if you have a project or suggestion for a theme – contact the Group Leader, Mark Siddall 
directly or c/o debbie@aecb.net (and please let us know if you would be willing to offer a lift to a fellow member as 
part of the Lift-Share scheme). 
Cymru/Wales Local Group 

AECB Cymru is delighted to announce that the autumn local group meeting will be held at a very special place – 
Clynfyw Care Farm, Abercych, Boncath, Pembrokeshire at (10.30am) on 14th September 2013. 
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This 300 acre organic farm and woodland provides accessible holiday accommodation and a variety of micro-
enterprises managed and run with the support of people with learning disabilities and other vulnerable groups. These 
projects include charcoal making, a small-scale chicken unit, a pottery, community apple juicing, and a wheelchair 
refurbishment project which collects, fixes up and rehouses independent living aids in South Africa. They run courses 
in everything from firewood preparation and charcoal making to cookery and independent living skills. Clynfyw won 
the ‘Sustainable Tourism’ and ‘Best Access for the Disabled Visitor' awards at the Pembrokeshire Tourism Awards 
this year. 

The cottages are converted Victorian stone outbuildings which were originally built in around 1850. All the cottages 
are fitted with solar panels helping to provide hot water. In 2010 a 17 panel p/v array was installed to produce up to 
4kw of solar electricity for sale to the National Grid. 

In 2012 a 60Kw log boiler was installed which provides the hot water and central heating needs of all the cottages 
using logs from the Clynfyw woods. They plant more trees than they cut too, so this is a carbon neutral source of heat. 
A reed bed system purifies the waste water from the cottages. 

There will be an opportunity to look at the whole site including renewables such as a regenerated 1902 turbine (down 
by a very interesting derelict walled garden), the biomass system and PVs. There is also a unique sculpture trail 
through the 100 acres of woodland (where charcoal is made). Clynfyw even has its own roundhouse on the sculpture 
trail route, built by Tony Wrench and his team. 

The cost of the day is just £6.50 and this will include lunch (homemade soup, bread and cheese) and tea and biscuits 
in the morning and afternoon.  To book your place please email Chris Lord Smith cls@llanidloes.net as soon as 
possible. 

If you are able to offer a lift to anyone from your area or would like a lift, please let us know and we will try and match 
you up. 

For more information visit http://www.aecb.net/events/ 
Kent Local Group 

AECB Kent group’s annual cycle ride will be running again this year in September, starting at Ashford.  

Date to be announced for more information visit http://www.aecb.net/events/ 

See photographs from previous years at http://www.aecb.net/event/kent-2013-pedalhaus-tour-in-september/ 

 

News  

 
Five Of 'Big Six' Energy Companies Drop Green Tariffs 

Campaigners fear the move to scrap tariffs for new customers could undermine national drive to tackle climate change 

Npower, EDF, E.ON, SSE and Scottish Power are no longer offering a domestic green tariff for those wishing to 
switch.  

Five of the "big six" energy companies have dropped their policies of offering green tariffs to new customers, in a 
move which green campaigners fear could undermine the national drive to tackle climate change. 

Npower announced earlier in July that it was scrapping its domestic green electricity tariff for new customers, while 
EDF, E.ON, SSE and Scottish Power are also no longer offering a domestic green tariff for those wishing to switch. 
With all but one of the big six energy companies offering no 100% renewably sourced electricity tariff to new 
customers, the choice for consumers who are keen to support green electricity has been drastically reduced. 

The development was "very disappointing", said Ed Gill, head of external affairs at Good Energy, which offers 100% 
renewably sourced tariffs. He said: "This is not in the interests of consumers, or the UK more widely. We need to be 
calling for the big six - who sell some 90% of all electricity – to take responsibility for offering consumers a green tariff 
if we are to meet our UK targets and address energy and climate change issues. We are all for competition in this 
market place. But when the government called on energy providers to simplify their tariffs, this was presumably not 
what they had in mind." 

The companies which have dropped the tariffs for new customers said they have made the changes as part of a 
review of their products and alongside low levels of interest from customers, and claim to offer alternatives. 

French-owned EDF Energy, for example, which withdrew its green tariff from sale in October 2012, said in a 
statement that it "remains committed to contributing towards a diverse, low-carbon generation mix. 

Full story at http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/jul/23/big-six-energy-companies-green-tariffs  
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UKDEA Welcomes The Parliamentary Committee On Energy And Climate Change’s Inquiry Into Heat. 

The UKDEA welcomes the Energy and Climate Change Committee’s inquiry into heat but would like to see further 
Government commitment and support for low carbon heat generation. 

The Parliamentary Committee on Energy and Climate Change last week announced the launch of an inquiry into heat. 

As heat accounts for a significant 46% of the UK’s energy use, it is important to understand all key aspects in relation 
to heat. The UKDEA therefore hopes that this inquiry will further that understanding. 

Although the UKDEA recognises continuing Government effort to encourage the further development of low carbon 
heat generation, the UKDEA feels the Government could still do more to support investors in low carbon heat 
generation obtain public funding. Investors in low carbon heat generation face increasing difficulty in obtaining public 
funding. This stems largely from the recent financial crisis and the caution exercised by financial institutions in lending. 

In addition to specific heat network measures, the UKDEA notes other aspects of the inquiry that will be of interest. 
These include the provision of more support and policy certainty needed to enable further investment in low carbon 
heat generation and questions around thermal storage and Combined Heat and Power technologies. 

The UKDEA hopes that the Energy and Climate Change Committee’s inquiry into heat will lead to an increased 
understanding of the key aspects relating to heat and that concrete follow up action will be taken by the Government 
in further promoting the development of low carbon heat generation in the UK. 

Go to www.ukdea.org.uk for more information. 
Innovative Housing Projects Invited To Enter World Habitat Awards 2014 

The annual World Habitat Awards recognise innovative and sustainable solutions to housing challenges around the 
world. Entries are now open for the 2014 competition. 

Previous winners range from projects delivering environmental sustainability to others focused on the scaling up of 
innovative practices.  

Full details of previous winners and finalists are available on our website www.worldhabitatawards.org/winners-and-
finalists  

Housing projects which demonstrate practical, innovative and sustainable solutions to current housing needs are 
invited to submit their entries via the World Habitat Awards website www.worldhabitatawards.org. 

Entries must be received by 1st November 2013. 
Climate Change Strongly Linked To Rising Violence, Scientists Say 

The world is set to become more violent as global temperatures rise, with scientists warning this could lead to a 
"collapse in civilisation".  An exhaustive study of a wide range of conflicts over thousands of years has found that 
rising temperatures are inevitably linked to an increase in violence. 

According to Climate News Network, three US scientists have analysed 60 studies by 190 scholars published in 26 
journals of 45 different conflicts around the world. They concluded that with every significant shift in temperature there 
was an increased risk of social or societal violence, and have published their findings in the journal Science. 

The studies were drawn from climatology, archaeology, economics, political science and psychology. A common 
statistical framework was used to examine the pattern of outcomes and it was found that increased temperature or 
extended drought were significant factors. 

The authors specifically looked to see if there could be a link between climate and conflict within three different 
categories.  These included personal violence such as assault, murder and domestic violence; intergroup violence 
and political instability; and institutional breakdowns such as abrupt changes in government. They found a connection 
in all three types of conflict. 

Conflict responded most consistently to temperature - of 21 studies of modern societies, all 21 showed a positive 
relationship between higher temperatures and raised levels of violence.  A separate research paper in Science warns 
that global average temperatures could increase by 2°C between 2046 and 2065, and by 4°C between 2081 and 
2100. 

Because a study of contemporary and historic conflict required the researchers to identify common factors in very 
different cultures in very different latitudes, they chose a statistical yardstick called a standard deviation: the difference 
from the normal, or average. 

One standard deviation would be the equivalent to a warming of a country in Africa of 0.4°C for an enti re year, or the 
warming of a US county by 3°C for a given month.  Acc ording to co-author Marshall Burke from the University of 
California at Berkeley, one standard deviation shift towards hotter conditions causes the likelihood of personal 
violence to rise 4% and intergroup conflict to rise 14%. 

Go to http://www.edie.net/news/5/Climate-change-strongly-linked-to-rising-violence--scientists-say-/  
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Design Out Construction Waste With A 'Joined Up' Building Process 

Waste produced from the construction process could be completely designed out if there was more integrated thinking 
and communication within the industry, says Institute of Sustainability's Terry McGivern. 

As the largest contributor of waste in the UK, the construction sector is responsible for generating  around one third of 
all UK waste per year.  Despite the Government's efforts to reduce this, waste is still a major issue for the sector as 
resource efficiency rises up the agenda for construction companies.  However, head of resource efficient buildings at 
the Institute of Sustainability, Terry McGivern, told edie that the industry is progressing. 

"There is more focus on material waste with regard to the whole building process and the whole life cycle of the 
building," he said. 

"Once you start to join up the whole design, construction, use, management and maintenance process, you start to 
design out a lot of material waste," says McGivern. 

However, McGivern said it is far from achieving this and because the construction sector is "disparate and 
fragmented" there are limits to what can be done in terms of reducing waste and increasing resource efficiency. The 
work tends to be carried out in silos, he adds. 

"I'm not a car industry expert but I imagine they designed out an enormous amount of wastage in their manufacturing 
flow processes and I think the construction sector has still got a great deal to learn from the whole manufacturing flow 
process that applies to car manufacturing. We're not remotely near what's possible yet but it's encouragingly moving 
in that direction," says McGivern. 

"This is going on in the background and it's partly being driven by the sustainability agenda but it's an agenda that the 
Government has been trying to drive for 10 or more years," he says. 

Echoing McGivern's comments, the UK-GBC has said that as a major resource generator, consumer and producer of 
waste, it is crucial that the construction industry finds a means of designing, building and managing waste that will 
allow it to meet Government targets and contribute to the sustainability agenda. 

It added that the most "significant, long-term opportunity" to improve waste management processes and reduce 
carbon emissions comes from the recovery of energy from waste. 

This has been driven by the Government's pledge to ensure that energy is recovered from 25% of the waste produced 
by 2020. 

Go to http://www.edie.net/news/5/EXCLUSIVE-Design-out-construction-waste-with-a-joined-up-building-
process/25012/  
Waste Chiefs Warn Of Infrastructure 'Crisis' As Landfill Targets Loom Closer 

Local authority waste chiefs have called for an urgent review of national waste data amid fears that the UK is ill-
prepared to meet forthcoming Landfill Directive targets. 

The Association of Directors of Environment, Economy, Planning & Transport (ADEPT) has sent a letter to Defra 
Environment Secretary Owen Paterson warning that the Government could be using out of date statistics to make key 
waste policy and investment decisions.  This, it argues, could leave the country unable to avoid potentially crippling 
landfill fines in the future. ADEPT is calling for the Government to conduct an urgent review of emerging waste trends 
to help address the problem. 

According to ADEPT current data shows that more waste is being collected by local authorities across the country, 
with a flattening in recycling rates and rising residual levels.  ADEPT's concerns come just a month after the 
organisation wrote to Defra expressing its fears that the department's decision to withdraw waste infrastructure credits 
from three residual waste projects that had featured in the National Infrastructure Plan would damage investor 
confidence. 

The most recent letter goes further and says that this decision was also short-sighted in relation to the UK's waste 
policy objectives. The letter also points to an underlying reduction in recycling rates and says there are dangers in 
assuming that recycling is set to continue to increase at the rates experienced in recent years. 

Go to http://www.edie.net/news/5/Waste-chiefs-warn-of-infrastructure--crisis--as-landfill-targets-loom-closer-/ 

 

Events 
 
SuperHome Open Days this September 

SuperHome Open Days return this September, providing access to some of the UK’s best examples of eco 
refurbishment.  
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Can we give you something unique and inspiring? We think so.  Eight SuperHomes will be opening to the public for 
the first time in September – and we’ve already 25 confirmed openers. 

• Visit the UK homes most improved for energy use 

SuperHome Open Days this September let you get the inside story on some exceptional home improvement projects. 
These are older homes refurbished by their owners to be amongst the most energy efficient older homes in the UK. In 
every SuperHome you can learn about a range of installed technologies. Tours and Q&A sessions let you quiz the 
owners on specifics. You’ll discover what worked and get frank feedback on anything that didn’t. If your goal is 
increased home comfort, reduced energy bills or a smaller carbon footprint, a visit is sure to inspire.  

Entry is free. Book now at www.superhomes.org.uk  
Open Day At Passivhaus Retrofit Project – 1st September 

Chance to look around innovative barn conversion project at Yorkshire Wildlife Trust's Stirley Community Farm on 
01/09/13  

The pioneering Passivhaus retrofit of a derelict farm building to create a visitor and education centre at Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust's Stirley Community Farm, Huddersfield, is nearing completion and will be open to the public on Sunday 
1st September 2013 (11am - 3pm).   

The design & build project, led by Passivhaus firm Green Building Store, is transforming the draughty barn into the 
ultra efficient 'Cre8 Barn' centre. A super-insulated timber frame structure has been built inside the existing Victorian 
stone building, preserving the outward appearance of the barn, whilst aiming for the ultra low energy Passivhaus 
retrofit (EnerPHit*) standard.   

The open day is free of charge and will allow visitors to explore the Cre8 Barn and experience the warmth and comfort 
of Passivhaus construction for themselves. Green Building Store staff will be on hand to explain the construction 
methods used at the barn, assisted by displays and factsheets on the project. Children's activities will also be 
available throughout the day exploring insulation & Passivhaus principles in a fun, hands-on way.     

 The Cre8 barn has been refurbished for the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust using a grant of £300,000 awarded by The Veolia 
Environmental Trust, through the Landfill Communities Fund. The project is one of four Veolia Cre8 schemes across 
the UK. It will be an education centre for the many volunteers and visitors to the farm.   

For more information and to register for free technical briefing on the Stirley Farm EnerPHit project, go to: 
www.greenbuildingstore.co.uk/enerphit  

FutureBuild 2013, 4 – 6th September 3013 

FutureBuild is an international conference and networking event dedicated to the design of the built environment 2030 
- 2050 and beyond. It will investigate what radical and transformative technologies and ideas might be being 
employed by that date, with a focus on the whole building, energy systems, communities and occupants. 

Over the next forty years many of the world's cities are forecast to double in size. There is the expectation that energy 
systems will largely decarbonise and it is likely that the climate will be markedly different. Buildings built or refurbished 
at this date and beyond will therefore have very different constraints on them. They will need to be able to provide 
suitable internal and external climates, use very little energy, integrate fully with a decarbonised and decentralised 
smart grid and be built in novel ways using novel materials. Such a challenge will require a considerable leap in 
knowledge in many areas of engineering and architecture, but also urban planning, social science and IT. It will also 
require a holistic approach, considering the whole system operation and the lifetime and durability of buildings. 

FutureBuild 2013 will mainly concentrate on two of these challenges: energy demand and the adaptation to a future 
climate. The unique aspects of the conference are that only the post 2050 world will be considered and that we hope 
to use the conference as a way of encouraging substantive international research collaborations for future work in this 
new area. 

Visit: http://www.future-build.net 

Sustainable Water 2013 – 10th – 11th September 

Hotel Russell, London 

WWT’s flagship event, Sustainable Water, is a must-attend conference for forward-thinking individuals looking to 
future proof their infrastructure, demand management, resilience and resource management strategy. 

Attend to: 

• Learn how to achieve the right balance of affordability for customers with attractiveness for investors 

• Have your say regarding the role of sustainability in AMP6 and smarter regulation of water resources 

• Understand the role of the customer in leakage reduction and brand management 

• Learn how to successfully build resilience into your water management plan 
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• Hear the latest research around energy and resource recovery 

To learn more about the event including a full list of speakers and the agenda please visit www.sustainable-
water.co.uk 

Nearer to Zero – 19th September in Newcastle.   

The Zero Carbon Hub can confirm that the next Nearer to Zero event will be held on 19th September in Newcastle.  
Delegates attending this conference will: 

• Receive information directly from government on the changes ahead to Part L. 

• Be updated on the Housing Standards Review and the forthcoming Allowable Solutions consultation. 

• Understand what work has already taken place in the North East to achieve low energy buildings. 

• Be aware of the key changes needed in the North East to prepare the region for zero carbon new homes 
from 2016. 

The conference is the first event to register in the UK for the World Green Building Week 2013. Green building 
councils in more than 90 countries, representing over 20,000 organisations, will be hosting events, running campaigns 
between 16 – 20th September. The Zero Carbon Hub delighted to be contributing by raising awareness and providing 
clarity on the subject of zero carbon homes.  

Please visit www.nearertozero.co.uk to register and to receive more information. 

 

Publications 
 
New From IHS BRE Press 

• Environmental impact of metals 

K Allbury, O Abbe, J Anderson, BRE 

ISBN 978-1-84806-321-1 

This report reviews how metals have been assessed within , including the application of the Environmental Profiles 
methodology, which underlies  data. The way in which metals are addressed within building-level environmental 
assessment schemes such as BREEAM and the Code for Sustainable Homes is also explained. 

The report will give manufacturers and specifiers a general understanding of the significant benefits and impacts of 
metal products over their whole life cycle and help to identify opportunities for improvements to their environmental 
performance. 

It is part of a series that provides comparable information on cladding, floor finishes, insulation, masonry and concrete, 
metals, timber and windows to assess the environmental impact of specific construction materials. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327164 

• Environmental impact of brick, stone and concrete    

K Allbury, E Franklin and J Anderson, BRE  

ISBN 978-1-84806-320-4  

This report reviews how brick, stone and concrete materials have been assessed within , including the application of 
the Environmental Profiles methodology, which underlies  data. The way in which brick, stone and concrete are 
addressed within building-level environmental assessment schemes such as BREEAM and the Code for Sustainable 
Homes is also explained. 

The report will give manufacturers and specifiers a general understanding of the significant benefits and impacts of 
brick, stone and concrete products over their whole life cycle and help to identify opportunities for improvements to 
their environmental performance. 

It is part of a series that provides comparable information on cladding, floor finishes, insulation, masonry and concrete, 
metals, timber and windows to assess the environmental impact of specific construction materials. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327165  

 
If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please 
email details to network@aecb.net. 


