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AECB News         September 2013 
 
Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) 2013 Version  

We have been advised by the Passivhaus Institute that the release of the English version of the 2013 issue of PHPP 
is imminent.  If you place your order now (www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software/ ) you will be 
sent the new edition as soon as it is available. Upgrade options are not yet resolved and information on this will be 
posted on the website as soon as possible.  

Feedback on AECB 2013 Annual Conference held at the University of Bradford  

Feedback on this year’s conference has now been collated. We will be putting it on the web site soon and thanks to all 
of those of you who took the time to fill in the survey. Copies of most of the presentations are now on the AECB web 
site.  

Thanks to all of you who came and made the whole event so interesting and enjoyable.   

Below is a very brief summary of the feedback. 

 

1. Please rate the booking process 

Excellent Very Good Good OK Bad 

48.6%   37.1%  8.6% 5.7% 0% 

2.  How would you rate the information you were sent prior to the event? What more 
information would have been useful. 

Excellent Very Good Good OK Bad 

38.9% 38.9% 16.7% 2.8%     2.8% 

3. Please rate the range of workshops and add any comments on workshops you attended and how they 
could have been improved. 

Excellent Very Good Good OK Bad 

33.3% 50.0% 13.9% 2.8%        0% 

4. Is 90Mins about right for the workshops? 

Yes   97.2%      No   2.8% 

6. Would you be interested in themed days so you could attend only 1 day to save money and time. 

Yes   55.9%     No    44.1% 

7. Please rate your experience of the event as a whole. 

Excellent Very Good Good OK Bad 

52.8%   36.1%   11.1%       0%       0% 

8. Would you be happy for the event to be opened out to a limited number of non AECB members? 

Yes    

 

91.7%     No   8.3% 

 

 



2 

Sustainability Blog – BDonline 

AECB Trustee Nick Grant was inspired to resume blogging by the Allowable Solutions consultation. He argues that 
this is an attempt to patch up a fundamentally flawed policy of Zero Carbon building and would very much like to see 
comments from this that agree or disagree. http://www.bdonline.co.uk/comment/blogs/allowable-solutions-a-genius-
idea/5059269.article 
Biomass Fuel for Energy Generation 

The UK government has published sustainability criteria for biomass fuel for energy generation, to remain in place 
until 2027 - even though the government itself accepts that their criteria do not fully address the carbon emissions 
from burning biomass (see https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/ensuring-biomass-affordability-and-value-
for-money-under-the-renewables-obligation) 

The fact that burning biomass releases carbon dioxide which may not be reabsorbed soon enough – thus potentially 
leading to a rise, rather than a fall, in CO2 emissions - was highlighted by AECB members Alan Clarke and Nick Grant 
in 2010 (http://www.aecb.net/publications/biomass-a-burning-issue/ ) and addressed again by members Kate de 
Selincourt and Sofie Pelsmakers  at the start of this year (http://www.aecb.net/biomass-heat-facing-the-carbon-reality-
2) 

The Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) has now accepted this point in principle – but is still failing to 
address the issue in their policies for subsidising bioenergy.  As they admit, “the proposed renewables obligation 
sustainability criteria do not currently directly address the preservation of ... carbon stocks except where the reported 
use of the land changes.” (Reduced carbon stock in a forest after harvesting for bioenergy equates to increased CO2 
in the atmosphere.) 

Nick Grant and Alan Clarke pointed out in their discussion paper that the burning of wood for fuel was not the only 
possible fate of carbon taken up during tree growth – and other uses for the wood (eg construction, storage in the soil) 
could lead to an overall reduction of atmospheric CO2.  By contrast, they argued, burning wood produces high CO2 
emissions, but these are completely overlooked in current accounting practice. 

Environmental bodies including the RSPB, Friends of the Earth, and Biofuelwatch have criticised DECC’s new 
biomass sustainability criteria for failing to address this issue and account properly for changes in carbon stocks (and 
also for failing to give adequate protection for wildlife, biodiversity and human rights).  Yet as Kate de Selincourt and 
Sofie Pelsmakers reported in their article for the AECB, DECC does appear to have accepted the importance 
of the carbon stock change issue (often described as “carbon debt”) – even while failing to take the issue into 
account in its policies.  

The Department is developing a bioenergy calculator (the BEaC -Biomass Emissions and Counterfactual – Model) 
that does look at carbon debt. As reported on the Business Green website, “[the BEaC calculator]'s preliminary 
findings suggested the carbon impact of biomass rises significantly when carbon stock and indirect emissions are 
taken into account. (http://www.businessgreen.com/bg/analysis/2290553/do-the-governments-biomass-sustainability-
criteria-go-far-enough )  Yet DECC now say that although “the plan is to eventually incorporate BEaC in the DECC's 
main 2050 pathways calculator...BEaC is not a regulatory tool, and it will not replace the Biomass & Biogas Carbon 
Calculator (B2C2) available from the Ofgem website.”  Unlike BEaC, B2C2 does not take account of carbon stock 
changes, unless a drastic change in land use, for example clearfelling of a forest and replacing it with arable 
land, takes place.  

Unless a full analysis is carried out on biomass fuels, so subsidies can be restricted to those that genuinely offer lower 
carbon emissions than the fossil alternatives, subsidies will increase, not decrease, CO2 emissions, warns Friends of 
the Earth's biofuels campaigner Kenneth Richter.  "It is incomprehensible that under the new rules the burning of trees 
in power stations will be counted as "carbon neutral" despite the preliminary results of DECC's own research showing 
that it can be worse for the climate than burning coal. Until comprehensive carbon accounting for biomass is 
introduced it risks driving climate change, not curbing it” http://www.businessgreen.com/bg/analysis/2290553/do-the-
governments-biomass-sustainability-criteria-go-far-enough 
AECB Affiliation with Co-operative Energy 

 

 

 

 

The AECB have a continued affiliation partnership which has been agreed with Co-operative Energy for the benefit of 
AECB members. 
Co-operative Energy is part of The Midcounties Co-operative, the third largest co-operative in the UK with sales of 
£780million and 430,000 members. Midcounties set up Co-operative Energy in 2010. Although founded by a regional 
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co-operative, Co-operative Energy is very much a national business, covering the whole of England, Wales and 
Scotland. 

The consumer body ‘Which?’ awarded Co-operative Energy their prestigious Consumer Action Award 2011 for steps 
taken to change the energy supply industry for the better. 

Co-operative Energy is committed to tackling climate change. It pledges to do this in four ways: 

1. Sourcing more electricity from low carbon generators, including renewable energy generators such as wind 
and hydro. Co-operative Energy’s aim is for the carbon content of its electricity to be less than half the 
national average by April 2012.  

2. Investing in new renewable generating capacity 

3. Adopting energy-efficient practices throughout their trading group 

4. Helping customers save energy with tips on how to lead a lower carbon life 

In addition, Co-operative Energy has dropped their gas and electricity prices by 2% and is holding them until at least 
April next year. 

As part of this affiliation partnership, Co-operative Energy has agreed to a £25 customer incentive for every AECB 
member who joins Co-operative Energy (subject to first 10,000 customers).  The cash incentive will be deducted from 
the customer’s first quarterly bill and is subject to general terms and conditions. 

AECB members who would like to take up the offer will need to either visit the AECB dedicated webpage 
(http://www.cooperativeenergy.coop/aecb) or telephone the freephone number 0800 954 0693 and quote ‘AECB’ to 
make themselves eligible for the incentive. 

We are extremely grateful to Co-operative Energy for this generous offer and look forward to a successful working 
relationship.  

To find out more about the benefits of AECB membership or discuss ways in which your organisation can work with 
AECB, please email emma@aecb.net  or phone 0845 456 9773. 

CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer courses 

Passivhaus is growing rapidly and is becoming an essential skill for architects and consultants. Fast track your 
understanding and professional recognition with the CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer course. Two weeks of expert 
training from the UK's leading Passivhaus practitioners, followed by an exam to become an internationally recognised 
Certified Passivhaus Designer.  

Can't do the whole course? Why not take individual modules such as Fundamentals of Passivhaus? See the AECB 
website for details. http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ 

Bookings can be made through Emma-Kate Brown on 01752 542546 or training@peterwarm.co.uk   AECB members 
can get an Early Bird discount if they book before 4th October. 

The venue for the London course is St Lukes Community Centre, London, EC1 

 

  London B 2013 

Fundamentals of Passivhaus 04-Nov 

Science of Passivhaus 05-06 Nov 

Construction of Passivhaus 07-Nov 

Thermal Bridging (optional) 08-Nov 

Services 18 - 19 Nov 

PHPP 20 - 21 Nov 

Revision 22-Nov 

Exam 06-Dec 
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AJ Retrofit Awards - Celebrating long life, loose fit, low energy  

The Retrofit Awards are brought to you by The Architects’ Journal.  They recognise and celebrate design, engineering 
and construction excellence that prolongs and improves the life of the built environment. This year’s Awards take 
place on 11 September at The Brewery, London. 

Make sure you’re at the AJ Retrofit Awards to: 

• Meet the architects and engineers behind this year’s winning and shortlisted retrofit projects  

• Meet this year's industry expert judges  

• Celebrate with existing clients and meet potential new ones  

• Prove that you are at the forefront of this crucial billion pound market 

• Be seen to support and celebrate the industry's achievements  

For more details please contact Francesca Verdusco on +44 (0)20 3033 2660 or email 
francesca.verdusco@emap.com. Remember to quote your VIP code AECB when booking your table.  For more 
information visit www.retrofitawards.com. 

Omnisense Remote Monitoring System 

For a limited time the AECB can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring system at significantly preferential terms to 
AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  The Omnisense system is a 
web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, temperature and moisture level. 
Currently members who have taken up this offer are monitoring various internal wall insulation constructions, insulated 
suspended timber floors, conditions within brickwork that has been externally insulated, etc 

To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum board 
has been set up for discussion – click http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 
Less is More:  Energy Security after Oil (LIM) from the AECB.  

We can send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is More at a price of £20 each (inc P&P).  To place your 
order and arrange payment please contact sally@aecb.net. 

 

Local Group News 
 

For full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events please visit www.aecb.net/events/  for up to date 
information on all of these events including dates, times and venues or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your 
name be added to a Local Group mailing list. 

Forthcoming Local Group Events in September 2013: 

• Cheshire, Shropshire and Staffordshire Local Group 

The Cheshire, Shropshire and Staffordshire Local Group have been invited to visit a self-+-build home, “Solaria“, 
designed and constructed by David Finney and his wife Janet.  

Date: Wednesday 4th September 203 

Time:   7.00 pm  

Venue:    Mill Lane, Diddlebury, Craven Arms, Shropshire, SY7 9DJ 

Solaria is a 193 sq m timber-framed house built in the 1990s. Compared against the demands of the 1991 Building 
Regulations, it was highly insulated with a number of passive solar design features.  In November 2002 advantage 
was taken of the Government 50% Grant Scheme to install 26.8 sq m of photovoltaic panels on the roof, rated at 
3.0kW a.c. peak.  With previous experience of building an insulated block construction house with a much higher 
thermal capacity, David has detailed recordings of the daily temperatures and fuel consumption for both properties to 
enable comparisons to be made between the relative merits of heavy/light weight construction and wood 
burner/propane heating. 

David will talk of his ‘Comedy of Errors’, an updated version of his article published in the AECB’s Building for a Future 
[2004, Vol 13 no.4], comparing the thermal performance of these and their third, 1974, speculatively built property, 
along with numerous other lessons learnt.  Energy consumption can be compared with the predictions made by three 
EPC predictions made for Solaria as well as an EPC on a 1969 four-bedroom, dormer bungalow, to which David and 
Janet are planning to ‘downsize’. 

Booking for this house visit is essential.  RSVP by Monday 2nd September, to the Group Leader directly or c/o 
debbie@aecb.net 
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North East (Newcastle) Local Group Meeting 

Jack Harvie-Clark from Apex Acoustic will be talking about “Residential Noise and Ventilation” on 5th September 2013 
in Newcastle. 

Date:  Thursday 5th September 2013 

Time:  6.00pm for a 6.15pm start 

Venue:   Northumbria University, Ellison Building, Ellison Place, Newcastle NE1 8ST (location 8 on the link below). 

 

Assemble in the reception area at 6.00 pm (in the bar) before moving to a ground floor seminar room for a 6.15pm 
start.   

For a map showing the location see: 
http://www.northumbria.ac.uk/brochure/visit/campus_branch/ncle_cmp/city_campus/ 

For those that arrive by car there is parking adjacent to location 19 on the link above (just before you go under Mea 
House.) 

For further information – and if you have a project or suggestion for a theme – contact the Group Leader, Mark Siddall 
directly or c/o debbie@aecb.net (and please let us know if you would be willing to offer a lift to a fellow member as 
part of the Lift-Share scheme). 

• Cymru/Wales Local Group 

AECB Cymru is delighted to announce that the autumn local group meeting will be held at a very special place – 
Clynfyw Care Farm, Abercych, Boncath, Pembrokeshire at (10.30am) on 14th September 2013. 

 
This 300 acre organic farm and woodland provides accessible holiday accommodation and a variety of micro-
enterprises managed and run with the support of people with learning disabilities and other vulnerable groups. These 
projects include charcoal making, a small-scale chicken unit, a pottery, community apple juicing, and a wheelchair 
refurbishment project which collects, fixes up and rehouses independent living aids in South Africa. They run courses 
in everything from firewood preparation and charcoal making to cookery and independent living skills. Clynfyw won 
the ‘Sustainable Tourism’ and ‘Best Access for the Disabled Visitor' awards at the Pembrokeshire Tourism Awards 
this year. 

The cottages are converted Victorian stone outbuildings which were originally built in around 1850. All the cottages 
are fitted with solar panels helping to provide hot water. In 2010 a 17 panel p/v array was installed to produce up to 
4kw of solar electricity for sale to the National Grid. 

In 2012 a 60Kw log boiler was installed which provides the hot water and central heating needs of all the cottages 
using logs from the Clynfyw woods. They plant more trees than they cut too, so this is a carbon neutral source of heat. 
A reed bed system purifies the waste water from the cottages. 

There will be an opportunity to look at the whole site including renewables such as a regenerated 1902 turbine (down 
by a very interesting derelict walled garden), the biomass system and PVs. There is also a unique sculpture trail 
through the 100 acres of woodland (where charcoal is made). Clynfyw even has its own roundhouse on the sculpture 
trail route, built by Tony Wrench and his team. 

The cost of the day is just £6.50 and this will Include lunch (homemade soup, bread and cheese) and tea and biscuits 
in the morning and afternoon.  To book your place please email Chris Lord Smith cls@llanidloes.net as soon as 
possible. 

If you are able to offer a lift to anyone from your area or would like a lift, please let us know and we will try and match 
you up. 

• Kent Local Group 

AECB Kent group’s annual cycle ride will be running again this year in September, starting at Ashford.  

Date to be announced for more information visit http://www.aecb.net/events/ 

See photographs from previous years at http://www.aecb.net/event/kent-2013-pedalhaus-tour-in-september/ 

 

News  

 
Finalists Announced For Sustainability Leaders Awards 2013 

With more entries from more unique organisations than in any year since the awards began, for the Sustainability 
Leaders Awards is the strongest yet. Finalists include multi-national corporations, retailers, manufacturers, luxury 
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brands, SMEs, public sector organisations, Universities and more, all with one thing in common - they have 
demonstrated true leadership and innovation and are making genuine progress in embedding sustainability 
throughout their operations. 
 
Now the finalists have been announced for this year's awards, make sure you and your organisation are there on the 
evening to network, socialise and celebrate with those who are making a difference and driving their vision forward in 
the industry. 

The winners will be announced at a black tie event on the 21st November at the Grand Connaught Rooms, London. 

There is still a month left to take advantage of the special early bird offer, book your place online or by contacting 
aaron.borrow@fav-house.com  or ring 01342 332 077 

Go to http://news.fav-house.com/_act/link.php?mId=B86924545577301778412706403310&tId=156008781 
Employees Experiencing 'Rage' As Green Efforts In The Office Cause Tension 

Varying levels of effort to reduce the environmental impact of an office are provoking strong emotions in the 
workplace, including rage and despair, a new survey suggests. According to the survey carried out by Dr Rebecca 
Whittle of Lancaster University, a light being left on in an unoccupied office or a recyclable item put in the wrong bin 
can provoke emotions as strong as guilt, rage or despair.  

She told the annual conference of the Royal Geographical Society in London that the rise of environmentalism is 
making the workplace brim-full of emotion, with seemingly small matters like people leaving computers on overnight, 
driving rather than cycling to work, or not turning off office lights at the end of the day, provoking strong reactions.  

The survey found that particular causes of anger in shared offices were people altering the temperature of a room 
without consulting others, listening to loud music through headphones, or having private conversations without 
considering those who were trying to concentrate. However, Dr Whittle said the anger is rarely - if ever - expressed or 
translated into action because challenging someone openly or taking responsibility for another person's equipment 
such as a computer would be "unthinkable".  

Whittle urged management to take a more active role by integrating environmental concerns into the workplace and 
removing the emotional pressure on those who feel strongly about the issues. In August, scientists warned that the 
world is set to become more violent as global temperatures rise, adding that this could lead to a "collapse in 
civilisation".  

An exhaustive study of a wide range of conflicts over thousands of years has found that rising temperatures are 
inevitably linked to an increase in violence.  

Go to http://www.edie.net/news/4/Business-must-drive-collective-action-and-face-up-to--underlying-water-risks--/ 

Business Must Drive Collective Action And Face Up To 'Underlying Water Risks'  

In order to create sustainable solutions, water stewardship partnerships should encompass the range of stakeholders 
that have an interest in water management, says WWF. In order to create sustainable solutions, water stewardship 
partnerships should encompass the range of stakeholders that have an interest in water management, says WWF 
Companies only undertaking water-related activities from a Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) perspective, are 
unlikely to address the underlying water risks they face, nor harness the potential opportunities, a new report claims.  

According to the report by environmental group WWF, becoming a good water steward necessitates shifting from ad 
hoc and philanthropic initiatives to recognising water as a strategic and core business issue that is material to profits 
and long-term opportunities for growth. Coinciding with World Water Week, which starts on September 1 in 
Stockholm, the report looks at how businesses are dealing with water issues and how to facilitate water stewardship.  

Introducing five steps to effective stewardship, the report urges greater water awareness and knowledge of the 
impacts related to water. However, its focal message is 'collective action'. Stressing the importance of partnerships, 
the report says that in order to create sustainable solutions, water stewardship partnerships should encompass the 
range of stakeholders that have an interest in water management, and engage the expertise, resources and 
institutional capital of others.  

WWF argue that companies share a need with the public for reliable water services and sustainable water 
management. Referring to "shared risk", WWF says this is the idea that companies have an incentive to invest in 
sustainable water management beyond their "fence-line" in a way that advances the public interest, because it 
manages business risk at the same time.  

Shared risk does not imply that water challenges create an equal and similar risk or sense of urgency to all 
stakeholders. It instead shows the concept elevates local water challenges as a common or shared problem and, 
ideally, triggers proactive and collaborative responses.  

An additional concern raised in the report is how often companies seek to model their water strategy on carbon 
measures, off-sets and lifecycle assessments. "Water is not carbon," it warns. WWF claim that almost all of these 
initiatives have a long way to go to shake off their bias toward internal efficiency and weak analysis of impact, and 
begin to be relevant to stewardship and the external context of shared water-related risk. 
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Go to http://www.edie.net/news/4/Business-must-drive-collective-action-and-face-up-to--underlying-water-risks--/  
CO2 Neutral Search Engine Green 'Alternative To Google'  

Berlin-based search engine Ecosia aims to turn green niche products into a mass phenomenon by providing users 
with green information when entering search terms. According to the start-up, Ecosia gives users the chance to help 
the environment for free without "forcing them to compromise on search results".  

Ecosia aims to plant a million trees over the next year by partnering with environmental protection organisation The 
Nature Conservancy. A total of $1m is planned for donation to the organisation's "Plant A Billion Trees" program. The 
company also wants to turn "green niche products" into a mass phenomenon by incorporating green information into 
search results, including sustainable shopping tips and news. Ensuring transparency, Ecosia now measures its 
contribution in trees planted, which it claims allows users to track how many trees they have helped to plant.  

However, Google has recently increased transparency into its environmental impact by measuring the carbon footprint 
per user. Although an estimation, Google says its carbon footprint per user is equivalent, on a monthly basis, to 
driving a car for one mile.  

Go to http://www.edie.net/news/6/CO2-neutral-search-engine--green-alternative-to-Google--/  
Wales Achieves Recycling Milestone As England Lags Behind  

Villages in Wales are achieving up to 75% recycling rates The Welsh Government has announced that Wales is 
achieving a 52% recycling rate, surpassing England by around 10%.  According to Zero Waste Wales, the average 
figure of 52% recycling announced yesterday, however, is disguising the fact that some authorities in Wales are 
actually achieving over 60%.  

Leading the country's surge in recycling has been villagers in St Arvans near Chepstow and the 1,200 households 
(2500) citizens of Presteigne in Powys who achieved 75% recycling within a year and demonstrated that 90% is a 
possibility with further support.   

In March, the Welsh Government announced that Wales is recycling more than it is sending to landfill becoming the 
first country in the UK to achieve this. According to a report, between April 2011 and March 2012 Wales's local 
authorities reused or recycled almost 800,000 tonnes of waste, while the amount sent to landfill fell to around 700,000 
tonnes. 

Go to http://www.edie.net/news/5/Wales-achieves-recycling-milestone-as-England-lags-behind-/  

UK In Danger Of Falling Behind In Global Green Race 

The Government must commit to a low carbon transition or risk competitor nations leap frogging the UK's lead in 
global green markets, new research shows. Analysis by think tank Green Alliance concludes that the UK's global 
competitors now have more ambitious development programmes for growing low carbon business. It says that 
although the UK remains in a strong position, lack of political leadership and focused delivery threatens to undermine 
UK competitiveness in lucrative and fast growing international markets.  

The report, the global green race: a business review of UK competitiveness in low carbon markets, found that the UK 
has performed well so far in global green markets, but highlighted higher levels of ambition and a stronger focus on 
delivery among important competitor nations. It highlights that Germany, China and South Korea have all gone further 
than the UK in identifying priority low carbon technologies for development, and matching this with long term funding 
support. Businesses have reported that open political conflict on climate and resource issues is deterring investment 
in low carbon markets and that UK innovation funding is too short term, while supply chain support is weak.  

Renewable energy company, RES UK & Ireland, along with 11 other businesses, including international engineering 
companies, energy majors, logistics and cleantech companies, provided input to the report.  

Go to http://www.edie.net/news/6/UK-in-danger-of-falling-behind-in-global-green-race/ 
CBI Calls On Government To Descramble Policies On Energy Efficiency  

Businesses are frustrated with the tangle of overlapping policies that are "bureaucratic, complex and costly" says CBI 
The Government must streamline overlapping policies that deter energy efficiency investment and establish it as a 
priority in the UK's energy debate, says the Confederation for British Industry (CBI). In a new report, the CBI argues 
that energy efficiency has been neglected in the wider energy debate and calls for the Government to streamline 
policies to create a coherent framework and set out plans to engage businesses on the ground when designing, 
implementing and communicating policies.  

The report, 'Shining a Light: Uncovering the business energy efficiency opportunity', also urges the Government to 
support large and energy-intensive users, back mid-sized businesses by using the Business Bank to raise awareness 
among firms of the financial schemes available and begin to look at how the Green Deal could be successfully 
expanded to business users.  Finally, it calls for MPs to consider how Business Rates could incentivise investment in 
energy efficiency by waiving rates for refurbishment of empty properties in the short-term.  

http://www.edie.net/news/6/CBI-calls-on-Government-to-descramble-policies-on-energy-efficiency/  
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Events 
 
Nearer To Zero – 19th September In Newcastle 

The Zero Carbon Hub can confirm that the next Nearer to Zero event will be held on 19th September in Newcastle.  
Delegates attending this conference will: 

• Receive information directly from government on the changes ahead to Part L. 

• Be updated on the Housing Standards Review and the forthcoming Allowable Solutions consultation. 

• Understand what work has already taken place in the North East to achieve low energy buildings. 

• Be aware of the key changes needed in the North East to prepare the region for zero carbon new homes 
from 2016. 

The conference is the first event to register in the UK for the World Green Building Week 2013. Green building 
councils in more than 90 countries, representing over 20,000 organisations, will be hosting events, running campaigns 
between 16-20th September. The Zero Carbon Hub delighted to be contributing by raising awareness and providing 
clarity on the subject of zero carbon homes.   

Please visit www.nearertozero.co.uk to register and to receive more information.  

Centre For The Built Environment About The Seminars This September 

• The role of natural materials in the built environment   

The Enterprise Centre site, Norwich, 4 September 9.00-13.30 

St John's Innovation Centre, Cambridge, 25 September, 9.00-13.30 

What is the role of natural (bio-renewable) materials in the built environment? This session will look at the sourcing, 
implementation, maintenance and sustainability credentials of natural materials including local timber, hemp, straw, 
thatch and other materials. 

https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/events/54.xhtml  

• Healthy buildings (natural lighting, ventilation and materials)  

St John's Innovation Centre, Cambridge, 11 September, 9.00-13.30 

What is a healthy building? The seminar will discuss the technologies and processes involved in the design, delivery 
and maintenance of healthy and comfortable environments in the built environment. Key topics will include measuring 
occupant satisfaction, natural and mechanical ventilation designs, material selection and design, and natural and LED 
lighting strategies. 

https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/events/56.xhtml  

• Designing and delivering Passivhaus and low carbon buildings 1  

Eco Innovation Centre, Peterborough, 18 September, 9.00-16.30 

What is considered a low carbon building, and does Passivhaus provide a clear way forward? Using The Enterprise 
Centre, part of the Norwich Research Park, as an example of how low carbon thinking has evolved from reducing 
operational energy towards the Passivhaus standard, this seminar explores the reasoning behind the brief, and the 
design team's response. 

https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/events/53.xhtml 

• The role of innovation in the built environment   

The Enterprise Centre site, Norwich, 25 September, 9.00-13.30 

In order to achieve sustainability goals, adopting new innovations is key. Focusing on the innovation adopted in The 
Enterprise Centre, this seminar will provide an overview of what innovations work, what should be adopted, and how 
best they are applied. The session will also include an insight into innovation funding, focusing on successful Low 
Carbon Innovation Funding case studies. 

https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/events/58.xhtml 

These seminars are CPD accredited and FREE to SMEs in the east of England who are eligible for up to 12 hours of 
business support.  Places are limited to 15 places per event, so book early to ensure a place. If you have used your 
12 hours business support or are not an eligible SME a limited number of places are available at a cost of £50+VAT.  

Email: adapt.events@uea.ac.uk to book one of these places.   
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Tour Of Self Build Site In Almere. 

Europe's biggest and most impressive self build project is at Almere in the Netherlands – where literally thousands of 
building plots are available and much of a major new town has been constructed by self builders. UK planners and 
urban designers are fascinated by the project, the former Housing Minister and other MPs have been to see it and 
have been inspired, and individual self builders who have toured the place have been amazed by the scale and 
variety of homes that are being built there. 

In early June, the council in Almere announced a string of new self build zones that will deliver thousands more 
homes. 

Mindful of this, NaSBA is planning to organise a study trip to see the place at first hand. The trip will be run on 27th 
September 2013 and will include a visit to the council's 'plot shop', a tour of several of the major sites and access to 
the interiors of some of he more innovative homes. 

You will need to make your own way to the Netherlands. There are two main ways of getting to Almere – either by 
flying into Schipol, or via the overnight ferry from Harwich. Our tour bus will pick up people from the Hook of Holland 
ferry terminal in the morning, then collect those that have flown in to Schipol, before heading to Almere. In the evening 
we will drop off at both the airport and the ferry terminal. Those taking part will be responsible for their own travel 
arrangements (and we will provide more details of flights, ferry times and approximate costs). 

The full price for the tour is £240 per delegate which includes local transfers and transport around the Almere and 
buffet lunch. 

Discounts for NaSBA members, or Public Body representatives the discounted price is £199.   For individuals 
interested in self building who are not representing a business or public body the discounted price is £149 (Please 
Note: limited number of concessions available) 

Go to http://www.nasba.org.uk/almere2013  
Sustainable Materials In Buildings - Autumn Series 

Join us for Knowledge, Networking and real life green building case studies at our Green Vision Autumn series on 
Sustainable Materials in Buildings, our next series is, aimed at sustainable, healthy materials and mainstreaming 
natural products. 

Buildings are hugely important when talking sustainability.  While green design promises low carbon footprints, and 
green building processes reduce our  construction industry's negative ecological impact, the sourcing and production 
of construction materials is key to not only a healthy environment, but also to human health, wellbeing and workforce 
productivity.    

This series, Green Vision will be collaborating with CIBSE, CIOB and the Alliance for Sustainable Building Products to 
bring you three events that focus on Sustainable Materials in Buildings. We will cover Healthy Buildings drawing on 
real life case studies.  

We will also reflect on the supply chain and the procurement and specification of natural materials and some of the 
constraints and difficulties of specifying natural under the current BREEAM standards. 

As always we will aim to keep presentations concise, to the point and information packed and will provide a platform 
for discussing practical solutions and for promoting collaboration and networking amongst our members. 

Green Vision at Leeds Metropolitan University is an open Knowledge Exchange Network focusing its 2013 autumn 
networking series on Sustainable Materials in Buildings, to drive the Sustainable Building and natural materials 
agenda and promote Living Buildings. 

Schedule 

• Healthy Buildings, Wednesday 9th October, 17:30-20:00, Squire Sanders, 2 Park Lane, Leeds, LS3 1ES 

• Supply Chain Integration, Wednesday 13th November, 17:30-20:00, Squire Sanders, 2 Park Lane, Leeds, 
LS3 1ES  

• Half-day Conference, Wednesday 11th December, 13:00-17:30, Squire Sanders, 2 Park Lane, Leeds, LS3 
1ES 

Go to http://onlinestore.leedsmet.ac.uk/browse/extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=2&catid=35&prodid=262  

 

Publications 
 
New from IHS BRE    

• The Essential Guide To Retail Lighting: Achieving Effective And Energy-Efficient Lighting (FB56), Cosmin 
Ticleanu, Paul Littlefair and Gareth Howlett 
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ISBN 978-1-84806-322-8 

Although lighting products are becoming more efficient, the energy used for retail lighting has increased due to longer 
opening hours and higher light levels. Reducing energy consumption for retail lighting can directly increase profitability 
and reduce environmental impacts. Modern lighting techniques and equipment, as well as more efficient light sources, 
provide opportunities for significant reductions in the use of energy, while achieving a greatly enhanced level of 
illumination and improved visual appeal. 

This guide reviews current practice in retail lighting and gives advice on how to achieve energy savings, providing 
retailers, architects and designers with practical guidance on both refurbishing existing lighting systems and 
developing new lighting solutions for their stores. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327173  

• Wireless Communication Systems In Dwellings (IP 11/13), John Holden 

ISBN 978-1-84806-312-9 

This Information Paper describes some of the applications of wireless communication systems in dwellings together 
with the standards and regulations which define their performance. Building materials and contents which can limit the 
operability and performance of wireless systems in dwellings and the security of wireless communications systems, 
including measures that may be taken to prevent, detect and mitigate the effect of attacks on the network, are also 
discussed. 

This Information Paper will be of interest to wireless system installers, landlords, housing associations, wireless 
applications providers, homeowners and anyone responsible for, or who uses, wireless systems in dwellings. 

Readers will benefit from an overview of wireless applications in dwellings, details of the standards which govern their 
operation and performance, identification of building materials which may affect wireless system performance and 
measures that may be taken to enhance the security of wireless communications. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327181  

 

Vacancies  
 
Customer Programme Manager (Sales) 

The energy saving co-operative is looking for self-starting Customer Programme Managers to take on responsibility 
for leading the delivery of home energy advice and generating sales of energy-saving home improvements in our pilot 
communities.  

There has been high demand for our services, and we are scaling up our operations quickly and need to recruit 
people with good technical knowledge, who are self-reliant, organised and highly motivated. 

This is a great opportunity for an ambitious person to join our small but growing team, and to play a significant role in 
establishing The energy saving co-operative. 

Location: We are currently recruiting for two roles, one based in the West Midlands, and one in the East Midlands.  

You would be expected to work flexibly from home or out of an area office as required, prepared to travel across the 
region, and also to travel to team meetings outside of your region as required. 

Hours: 37.5 hours per week, with some requirement for evening and weekend working. 

Salary & package: Ca. £35,000 depending upon experience. 

Holidays: 25 days plus statutory holidays. 

Closing date: Please email your CV to jobs@energysaving.coop with a covering letter explaining why you would be 
well-suited to this role by 5 pm on Sunday 15th September 2013. 

Link to full job description: https://www.energysaving.coop/about-us/jobs/  

 
If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please 
email details to network@aecb.net. 


