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          October 2013 

 

AECB News   
 

Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) 2013 Version  

The English version of the 2013 issue of PHPP has now been released. A reduced rate is available to existing 
purchasers of previous versions. The price for upgrades is £105 plus VAT.  To take advantage of this reduced price 
please ensure that we have evidence of a previous purchase and order through sally@aecb.net - please note the 
upgrade cannot be ordered online and must be paid via cheque or BACs. 

Omnisense Remote Monitoring System  

For a limited time the AECB can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring system at significantly preferential terms to 
AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  The Omnisense system is 
a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, temperature and moisture 
level. Currently members who have taken up this offer are monitoring various internal wall insulation constructions, 
insulated suspended timber floors, conditions within brickwork that has been externally insulated, etc 

To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum board 
has been set up for discussion – click http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 

Hygrotract Project Case Study 

Arboreal are nearing completion of construction works for the thermal upgrade of a Grade II listed townhouse in 
London which is designed to the AECB Silver Standard, though not yet certified.  In  May 2013 we installed 15 
Hygrotrac sensors into the building with the aim of monitoring the hygrothermal performance of the walls after the 
application of internal wall insulation.  Four sensors measure ambient conditions on the inside, outside, cold loft 
space and chimney flue while the remaining eleven sensors have been built into the masonry structure of the 
building, mainly located at the junction of the inner face of the masonry and the newly applied insulation.  Each 
sensor is wireless and has a 10-15 year battery life.  The sensors transmit data to a gateway connected to the 
internet and information is stored on the GEC Hygrotrac website.  The system was straightforward to set up and 
install though much consideration was given to the location of each sensor and the detail of how they were installed 
into the walls. 

The moisture probes of each Hygrotrac sensor have been mounted onto a block of timber (in this case Douglas Fir) 
which will equilibrate to the moisture content of the masonry. Each sensor will therefore provide valuable 
information about the likely moisture content of the various timber joists, sills and wall plates bedded into the 
masonry structure. The sensors will also record the temperature and relative humidity at each location – thus 
providing data on the hygrothermal gradients in each wall. 

So far, the data collection (May to September 2013) has recorded the construction phase of the project.  When the 
sensors were installed into the masonry and covered with a layer of 15mm lime plaster the recorded data revealed 
high levels of WME (sometimes up to 30%) as expected but these have shown a consistent pattern of drying out 
over the last 5 months.  When the house is occupied by our client and the wetter winter months set in we will be 
able to monitor the hygrothermal performance of each sensor and hopefully make observations about the 
effectiveness of each insulation type (aerogel, woodfibre and calsitherm) with u-values ranging from 0.16 to 0.6 
W/m2K. 

Less is More:  Energy Security after Oil  (LIM) from the AECB.  

We can send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is More at a price of £20 each (inc P&P).  To place your 
order and arrange payment please contact sally@aecb.net. 

Soapbox:   Don’t let the Department for Communities and Local Government throw out the baby with the 
bathwater! 

AECB member James Livingstone has serious concerns about the Department for Communities and Local 
Government’s (DCLG) Housing Standards Review. In his Soapbox article for the AECB, he laments the threatened 
loss of opportunities to drive up building standards, and urges fellow AECB members to join him in lobbying 
government not to throw out the ecological baby with the bureaucratic bathwater. 
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He calls on fellow members to respond to the consultation and defend the use of enhanced local standards in 
ecology, renewable energy and materials sourcing that the Review looks to dismantle, and protect the discretionary 
powers of local authorities to aspire to better local standards. 

James’ Soapbox can be read http://www.aecb.net/dont-let-them-put-our-environmental-standards-on-the-red-tape-
bonfire/.  

All Change For Housing Standards – Have Your Say 

The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) is planning a major shake-up of the way local 
authorities can specify higher-than-baseline standards for housing built in their area.  

If DCLG have their way, gone will be the freedom to apply, for example, Lifetime Homes, Space standards, Code 
for Sustainable Homes, and the Merton rule (often used to specify a certain percentage of renewable generation in 
a development) and in their place, a pared-down menu of standards that can be required locally, and all only 
allowed the basis of rigorous local “needs tests” and “viability tests”. 

While the department is consulting on allowing local authorities to continue to be able to set local standards (or 
quotas) for accessibility, water efficiency and possibly space, they wish to end any local targets for energy and 
fabric efficiency (saying these are being taken care of by Part L and Zero Carbon). DCLG also want to debar 
planning authorities from setting requirements relating to for daylighting, sun lighting, or use of sustainable 
materials - all currently considered in the Code for Sustainable Homes.  At the same time DCLG is also consulting 
on proposals for Allowable Solutions (the “offsets” portion of the proposed Zero Carbon standards for 2016). 

To help AECB members to respond to aspects which they feel strongly about, AECB is publishing some articles 
looking at the content of the consultations and some suggesting possible responses. The most detailed article is 
about the proposals for water, as AECB played a part in developing these proposals and of course we have our 
own Water Standard (see ‘AECB voice heard on water standards – but more pressure needed!’, see below).  

Other articles include an overview of the DCLG Housing Standards Review proposals, an opinion piece from 
member James Livingstone (see ‘’Don’t let DCLG throw out the baby with the bathwater’, above), and to come, a 
brief overview of the Allowable Solutions proposals. 

The articles can be viewed/downloaded http://www.aecb.net/housing-standards-review-information-and-opinion-
from-aecb/, and further contributions are due to be added, so please check again. You can also view or follow the 
@AECBnet to see notifications of new uploads https://twitter.com/AECBnet  

DCLG’s Housing Standards Review documents can be downloaded from the government’s website 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/housing-standards-review-consultation , and the Allowable Solutions 
‘Next Steps’ document  from here https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/next-steps-to-zero-carbon-homes-
allowable-solutions  

The Housing Standards Review consultation closes on 22nd October 2013, the Allowable Solutions consultation a 
week earlier on 15th October 2013. 

AECB voice heard on water standards – but more press ure needed! 

The AECB’s long-standing criticism of the Part L and Code for Sustainable Homes’ system for achieving water 
savings has at last borne fruit, and for the first time an appliance based standard is being proposed for 
demonstrating compliance with the Building Regulations. 

The AECB’s criticism of the existing compliance method, the water calculator, is that it allows developers to install 
unnecessarily wasteful hot-water appliances and “offset “ them with very-low-use cold water appliances. It is for this 
reason that the AECB developed its own water standards, based on a fitting-by-fitting standard. 

Thanks to the hard work of AECB member Cath Hassell, working alongside the Energy Savings Trust, this 
argument has now been taken on board by DCLG, who state in their current consultation on housing standards: 
“the inherent flexibility [of the Water Calculator] allows less efficient hot water using fittings to be offset by more 
efficient other fittings. In particular, more water efficient cold water fittings such as WCs are often specified to allow 
higher flow showers to be installed which have a consequent impact on energy use and ultimately household bills”. 
DCLG has published proposed baseline and higher-level appliance based water standards, to be introduced into 
the Building Regulations. 

The AECB was represented by Cath Hassell on the review board set up to advise DCLG on these proposals. While 
the introduction of an appliance-based standard was successfully agreed, a compromise arrangement means that 
DCLG still proposes to retain the option to use the water calculator, as an alternative. In addition, the baseline level 
of water saving proposed is no more stringent that the current part G.  

Cath Hassell also points out that the Government has “changed the goalposts” quite dramatically since the review 
board finished its deliberations. The government appeared during the review board deliberations to accept that 
Local Authorities ought to be able to impose tighter water savings standards in their areas if they felt it was 
necessary – so AECB along with the rest of the working group developed both a baseline and a more stringent 
(and AECB believes, more desirable) water use standard for local authorities to use.  
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However, Now, DCLG is proposing that the requirement for a higher water efficiency standard within a local plan 
will only be allowed “after consultation with the local water supplier, developers and the Environment Agency” and 
only then if it is “consistent with a wider approach to water efficiency as set out in the local water undertaker’s water 
resources management plan.” In AECB’s view this will be prohibitively onerous and expensive for local authorities 
to implement, and as a result, they will be unlikely to manage it, and even areas of acute water stress may find they 
are having to relax water standards, compared to those they are currently requiring, through, for example, the 
Code.  (Similar difficult conditions are proposed in the Housing Standards Review for other “voluntary” local 
standards, such as space and accessibility, see ‘All change for housing standards’, above) 

AECB will be challenging DCLG on their proposals in its response to the consultation, which closes on October 22. 
In order to get the best chance for meaningful new water standards to come out of this review, Cath Hassell has 
written a guide to the DCLG proposals, including the AECB’s responses to the questions on water, and members 
are urged to read this and put in their own responses. AECB’s response to the DCLG consultation questions on 
water efficiency can be viewed or downloaded from http://www.aecb.net/housing-standards-review-information-
and-opinion-from-aecb/ along with other information and opinion about the Housing Standards Review. 

AECB Affiliation with Co-operative Energy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The AECB have a continued affiliation partnership which has been agreed with Co-operative Energy for the benefit 
of AECB members. 

Co-operative Energy is part of The Midcounties Co-operative , the third largest co-operative in the UK with sales 
of £780million and 430,000 members. Midcounties set up Co-operative Energy in 2010. Although founded by a 
regional co-operative, Co-operative Energy is very much a national business , covering the whole of England, 
Wales and Scotland. 

The consumer body ‘Which?’ awarded Co-operative Energy their prestigious Consumer Action Award 2011 for 
steps taken to change the energy supply industry for the better. 

Co-operative Energy is committed to tackling climate change. It pledges to do this in four ways: 

1. Sourcing more electricity from low carbon generators, including renewable energy generators such as 
wind and hydro. Co-operative Energy’s aim is for the carbon content of its electricity to be less than half 
the national average by April 2012.  

2. Investing in new renewable generating capacity 

3. Adopting energy-efficient practices throughout their trading group 

4. Helping customers save energy with tips on how to lead a lower carbon life 

In addition, Co-operative Energy has dropped their gas and electricity prices by 2% and is holding them until at 
least April next year. 

As part of this affiliation partnership, Co-operative Energy has agreed to a £25 customer incentive for every AECB 
member who joins Co-operative Energy (subject to first 10,000 customers).  The cash incentive will be deducted 
from the customer’s first quarterly bill and is subject to general terms and conditions. 

AECB members who would like to take up the offer will need to either visit the AECB dedicated webpage 
(http://www.cooperativeenergy.coop/aecb) or telephone the freephone number 0800 954 0693 and quote ‘AECB’ to 
make themselves eligible for the incentive. 

We are extremely grateful to Co-operative Energy for this generous offer and look forward to a successful working 
relationship.  

To find out more about the benefits of AECB membership or discuss ways in which your organisation can work with 
AECB, please email emma@aecb.net  or phone 0845 456 9773. 

CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer courses 

Passivhaus is growing rapidly and is becoming an essential skill for architects and consultants. Fast track your 
understanding and professional recognition with the CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer course. Two weeks of expert 
training from the UK's leading Passivhaus practitioners, followed by an exam to become an internationally 
recognised Certified Passivhaus Designer.  

Can't do the whole course? Why not take individual modules such as Fundamentals of Passivhaus? See the AECB 
website for details. http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ 
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Bookings can be made through Emma-Kate Brown on 01752 542546 or training@peterwarm.co.uk.  The venue for 
the London course is St Lukes Community Centre, London, EC1 

Training dates for 2014 will be issued soon. 

 

  London B 2013 

Fundamentals of Passivhaus 04-Nov 

Science of Passivhaus 05-06 Nov 

Construction of Passivhaus 07-Nov 

Thermal Bridging (optional) 08-Nov 

Services 18 - 19 Nov 

PHPP 20 - 21 Nov 

Revision 22-Nov 

Exam 06-Dec 

 

Local Group News 
 

For full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events please visit www.aecb.net/events/  for up to date 
information on all of these events including dates, times and venues or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your 
name be added to a Local Group mailing list. 

Forthcoming Local Group Events in October and Novem ber 2013: 

• A CIOB Green Deal Discussion Evening with Talk by Br ian Berry - Dorking 

Date:  Tuesday 22nd October 2013  

Time:  7.30pm 

Venue:  Wotton House, near Dorking, RH5 6QQ 

Local Group members are invited to a Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) event on The Green Deal on 22nd 
October 2013. 

This event will include a talk by Brian Berry FRSA, Chief Executive for the Federation of Master Builders who will 
discuss the Green Deal and why it is needed.  He will also be looking at Green Deal delivery models and 
discussing if they are good for the construction and building services engineering industries. 

AECB Local Groups have been invited to join some Chartered Institute of Building events in the South East.  
Previous evenings with the CIOB have proven very interesting and worthwhile.  CIOB members are keen to find out 
what the AECB is all about and the one-to-one opportunities with others in construction are valuable for promoting 
sustainable building in the industry. 

Those wishing to attend may wish to see, in advance, Brian Berry’s comments (dated May 2013) on behalf of the 
FMB regarding the Green Deal – http://cic.org.uk/admin/resources/federation-of-master-builders.pdf.   The AECB’s 
response on the Green Deal (dated January 2012) can be seen http://www.aecb.net/wp-
content/uploads/2012/01/Consultation-on-the-Green-Deal-letter-to-DECC.pdf.  

RSVP to mailto:debbie@aecb.net, Local Groups Coordinator or your Group Leader directly (and please let us know 
if you would be willing to offer a lift to a fellow member as part of our Lift-Share scheme). 

The AECB is also looking for members to make up a team (or two) at the CIOB Building Quiz on Wednesday 27th 
November.   This will take place at the Manor House Hotel, Newlands Corner.  The quiz is an informal affair 
(although we aim to win!) and should be great fun.  It is not just construction related, but covers a wide range of 
general knowledge.  If you have what it takes – or just want to join in the fun – contact me, Debbie Mauger, 
debbie@aecb.net 

Also coming up: A CIOB presentation on the energy efficient refurbishment of a Victorian house on 13th November 
near Guildford http://www.aecb.net/events/category/aecb-local-groups/  
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• Cornwall Local Group 

Cornwall Group dates for your diaries (details to follow): 15 October 2013 and 10 December 2013 If you would like 
to be added to the mailing list for the Cornwall Group, contact the Group Leader, Claire Maye (of the Cornwall 
Sustainable Building Trust) directly or c/o debbie@aecb.net 

• AECB Cymru Local Group 

We have arranged for the next meeting of AECB Cymru to be held at Cae Bach, Tre Taliesin, Ceredigion SY20 
8JR. 

This is a new build, highly energy efficient (almost passive house) private home belonging to Robert Davies.  It 
features a Ground Source Heat Pump, Solar Thermal and PVs, and masses of insulation. It was designed by 
George and Tomos Architects from Machynlleth, and was built by Tai Dyfi Homes.  The energy calculations were 
carried out by Alan Clarke and monitoring equipment was installed to enable the actual energy consumption of the 
building to be assessed and recorded. 

The visit will be at 2 pm on Saturday 2nd November. 

Sat navs will take you to a place on the main road about mid way between Machynlleth and Aberystwyth, see map 
attached - blue dot. the house is actually on the little unclassified road just beyond Tan-yr-allt, it is on the right if 
travelling south west and you will see the solar panels on the roof.  My mobile is 0781 793 1191 if you get lost. 

If you would like to come email either myself cls@llanidloes.net  or Debbie debbie@aecb.net, and also let us know 
if you are able to offer or want a lift. 

Please note this is a private home so please respect the owners’ property and privacy. 

I am very grateful to Robert for his kind offer of showing his home to us. 

 

News  

 

Ashden Awards 2013 – Call for entries 

Win recognition as one of 2014’s sustainable energy trailblazers and join an elite group of Ashden alumni.   

Are you breaking new ground in energy efficiency and renewable energy generation, or encouraging more 
sustainable forms of travel in the UK? If so, we’d love to hear from you. 

 Why enter? 

• Prize money of up to £20,000 

• National and trade media exposure 

• Broadcast quality films and media materials 

• Support to help you scale up your work even further 

For our UK Awards, we want to hear from you if you are making progress in saving energy, generating renewable 
energy and/or promoting behaviour change. For the Eurostar Ashden Awards for Sustainable Travel we are looking 
for schemes that are encouraging more sustainable forms of travel in the UK, Belgium or France. 

Closing date for applications: 5 November 2013 

To find out more and apply go to http://www.ashden.org/apply/2014/uk_awards  

Green Open Homes Competition 

Win up to £20,000 funding and support for your event! 

The new Green Open Homes network supports low carbon open homes events across the country with resources, 
advice and a new online hub: www.greenopenhomes.net.  We want to help more local groups and organisations to 
show off home energy saving improvements and inspire their neighbours to act. 

We’ve launched a competition for groups anywhere in England who want to run a green open homes event in their 
neighbourhood. You could win from £500 to £20,000 of funding along with expert advice and support for your 
event. 

Your event will also feature on our national website, and you’ll get your own page where you can list all the details 
and information that your visitors will need. 

An application form is attached or you can find out more and download the form via: www.greenopenhomes.net 
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Funding will be allocated to winning entries from a pot on a first come first served basis, and events need to take 
place before the end of May 2014. The application deadline for the first funding round is 30 September, but don’t 
worry if you need a bit longer to apply - we’ll have a second round closing on 9 December. 

If you’d like to discuss your event with a member of the team prior to making an application you can call us on 0117 
9341400 (and ask to speak to someone from the Green Open Homes team) or email us at 
communities@cse.org.uk. 

Go to www.greenopenhomes.net  

The ukDEA Welcomes Government Announcement Of £6 Mil lion Fund For Local Authority Heat Networks 

The ukDEA welcomes the Government's announcement of a new £6 million grant funding programme to assist 
Local Authorities in developing new district energy networks. 

The fund which is targeted at Local Authorities will be managed by the new Heat Networks Delivery Unit within 
DECC. The fund will help Local Authorities develop robust business plans which are expected to leverage further 
financial support and attract commercial investment. The fund will meet 67% of the cost of hiring consultants to 
draw up technical assessments and financial evaluations, with the applicant contributing the remaining 33%. 

Bidding for the grant funding started on 20 September 2013 and will continue for 18 months through a series of six 
bidding rounds, with bids assessed on their potential for further commercial development and potential contribution 
to carbon reduction. 

The ukDEA believes that targeting Local Authorities provides a step in the right direction, as Local Authorities can 
provide the essential project leadership and political will required to develop heat networks. The ukDEA is pleased 
that Government is not being prescriptive on the consultants that can be engaged but it is important that the 
councils receiving these funds ensure the work is being undertaken by genuine experts with relevant experience, 
otherwise they may run the risk of receiving poor advice. 

The ukDEA also hopes that the new fund will help Local Authorities address the important issue of fuel poverty 
particularly within the social housing sector under Local Authority control. Fuel poverty remains one of the key 
issues that the new Heat Networks Delivery Unit aims to help address and it is fitting that funds be directed at Local 
Authorities as a start. 

The ukDEA will continue to encourage Government to invest more in district heating, as a key building block in 
developing sustainable cities for the future. 

Further information on how to apply for the Local Authority Heat Networks Fund can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/increasing-the-use-of-low-carbon-technologies/supporting-pages/heat-
networks  

'Nervous' Osborne Delays Zero Carbon Home Commitmen t 

The Government has been urged to demonstrate its commitment for all new homes to be zero carbon from 2016 by 
ending the delay on new Building Regulations.  Shadow Chancellor Ed Balls, Shadow Energy Secretary Caroline 
Flint and Shadow Housing Minister Jack Dromey have sent an open letter to Communities Secretary Eric Pickles, 
arguing that the failure to clarify the standards which builders should adhere to in 2013 through Part L of the 
regulations is "highly detrimental" for delivering new homes and puts a key green policy at "serious risk."  

The call from Labour MPs has been strongly backed by the UK Green Building Council (UK-GBC) who is also 
concerned over the uncertainty of the price of carbon in the so-called Allowable Solutions 2016 policy which 
enables developers to invest in offsite carbon mitigation schemes. 

According to the UK-GBC, although the Coalition has previously stated its support for zero carbon homes from 
2016 and zero carbon commercial properties from 2019, the industry is worried that innovation in the construction 
sector and supply chains could stall without urgent confirmation of changes to the regulations. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/-Nervous--Osborne-delays-zero-carbon-home-commitment-/  

UK Must Approve Carbon Budget Soon Or Risk Investmen t, Says Lord Deben 

Ahead of the CCC's final recommendations on the review of the 2023 to 2027 carbon budget, committee chairman 
Lord Deben announced that there is no "legal or economic justification to change the budget".  The fourth carbon 
budget was designed to reflect the cost effective path to the 80% emissions reduction target by 2050 subject to the 
impacts being "manageable".  Agreeing the budget in 2011, the Government decided to review progress at the 
beginning of 2014 to see if it still aligned with the EU's Emissions Trading Scheme and would amend the budget if 
necessary. 

However, in a letter to Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change Ed Davey, Deben wrote: "The 
assumptions regarding EU circumstances upon which the fourth carbon budget decision was made have not 
changed, and therefore there is no legal or economic justification to change the budget in this respect at this time. 

While environmental groups welcomed the CCC's call, manufacturers association EEF's head of climate & 
environment policy, Gareth Stace, expressed concern over whether the committee's recommendations were 
premature. 
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Stace said: "The CCC seems to have overlooked that the 2025 target, accepted by the Government and 
Parliament, came with a caveat that if our domestic commitments place us on a different emissions trajectory than 
the rest of the EU then we will align our own commitments. The rest of the EU has not followed our lead and we are 
still waiting on agreement of the EU 2030 climate package, which is uncertain and delayed. 

"We would therefore question how the CCC can make an informed judgement now that the 2025 target will be in 
line with our EU and global competitors, when significant uncertainness remain. The government has made a 
commitment to ensuring that the climate change costs industry is facing are not out of line with the rest of Europe. 
It is vital that its response to the advice from the CCC delivers on this," he added. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/UK-must-approve-carbon-budget-soon-or-risk-investment--says-Lord-
Deben/  

UK In Danger Of Falling Behind In Global Green Race  

Analysis by think tank Green Alliance concludes that the UK's global competitors now have more ambitious 
development programmes for growing low carbon business.  It says that although the UK remains in a strong 
position, lack of political leadership and focused delivery threatens to undermine UK competitiveness in lucrative 
and fast growing international markets. 

The report, the global green race: a business review of UK competitiveness in low carbon markets, found that the 
UK has performed well so far in global green markets, but highlighted higher levels of ambition and a stronger 
focus on delivery among important competitor nations.  It highlights that Germany, China and South Korea have all 
gone further than the UK in identifying priority low carbon technologies for development, and matching this with 
long term funding support.  Businesses have reported that open political conflict on climate and resource issues is 
deterring investment in low carbon markets and that UK innovation funding is too short term, while supply chain 
support is weak. 

Go to http://www.edie.net/news/6/UK-in-danger-of-falling-behind-in-global-green-race/  

EU Must 'Redouble Efforts' On Water Efficiency Or Risk  Undermining Economy 

The EA says a key issue to water efficiency in the region is flat-fee water charges, which are still common in parts 
of Europe.  With water under stress in many parts of Europe, even in regions which usually experience a high level 
of rainfall, abstracting and cleaning water can have a high economic and environmental cost.  The EEA says a 
barrier to improving water efficiency in the region is flat-fee water charges, which are still common in parts of 
Europe. 

Such schemes, where users pay a fee regardless of the volume used, do not encourage efficient behaviour, either 
in households or agriculture.  The EEA study, 'Assessment of cost recovery through water pricing', considers water 
pricing in several EU countries: Croatia, England and Wales, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Scotland, Serbia, 
Slovenia and Spain. 

The report states that water should be priced at a level which both encourages efficient use and properly reflects its 
cost and should include all costs of purifying and transporting water.  In addition, environmental and resource costs 
of water use, such as pollution and the depletion of resources, should also be internalised into water prices, the 
report says.  Such charges should factor in lost 'ecosystem services' which also require water, for example 
wetlands carry out valuable services such as water purification and flood prevention. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/4/EU-must--redouble-efforts--on-water-efficiency-or-risk-undermining-
economy-/ 

Global Leaders Call For 'Cooperation And Solid Partne rships' To Tackle Water Issues 

Global leaders have called for strengthened cooperation over water issues at the opening of the 23rd World Water 
Week in Stockholm. 

Addressing the opening session of the World Water Week today, Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI) 
executive director Torgny Holmgren said that "mortgaging our future by draining water from the ground, surface 
and sky faster than it can be replaced by nature is untenable and unwise. It will undermine the stability and security 
of our entire civilisation." 

The topic of this year's World Water Week, SIWI says cooperation between sectors is fundamental if water is to be 
successfully managed. 

Holmgren added: "The water problem is not something that can be solved in solitary, inside the water community. 
We need to cooperate with actors outside the water sector, to foster collaboration between the various decision-
making institutions, between the private, public and civic sectors as well as between actors who work in research, 
policy and practice. Only through sound and forward-looking partnerships can we achieve a water wise world". 

A report "Cooperation for a Water Wise World - Partnerships for Sustainable Development", released by SIWI to 
coincide with World Water Week, includes contributions from some 25 leading thinkers in the area of water 
cooperation. 
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It covers topics such as private sector and water cooperation, climate change, water, food and energy, 
transboundary waters, as well as information, communication and technology and how that can contribute to better 
water cooperation. 

Leaders at the opening have also highlighted the need to strengthen transboundary cooperation because "water 
does not adhere to national boundaries", as well as the need to "build more and stronger bridges between the 
public and private sectors". 

Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations, Jan Eliasson, urged Governments, development partners and the 
private sector to drive action in tackling the issues surrounding water supply, in particular sanitation. 

"Lack of sanitation has a direct impact on health, nutrition, education, women's and girl's rights and poverty 
reduction. I call on all concerned to do their part," said Eliasson. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/4/Global-leaders-call-for--cooperation-and-solid-partnerships--to-tackle-
water-issues-/  

Car Manufacturers 'Manipulating' Tests To Meet CO2 Targets 

Progress on reducing CO2 emissions in the car manufacturing industry is being undermined by the use of 
'supercredits' and the manipulation of tests, according to a new report.  Conducted by Transport & Environment 
(T&E), the report finds that carmakers are using "loopholes" such as supercredits for selling electric vehicles and 
manipulating fuel efficiency tests to meet their CO2 limits.  It highlights a growing disparity between fuel economy 
measured in tests and that achieved by drivers on the road. On average for all carmakers, more than half of the 
progress on CO2 has not been replicated on the road. 

For example, since 2006 BMW has achieved a 23% improvement in fuel efficiency in tests, though data shows its 
cars have only improved by 9% on the road.  T&E are pointing the finger at Germany, who, it claims, is 
undermining progress on reducing CO2 emissions from new cars after 2015 through its efforts to build into the 
2020 regulation generous supercredits for selling electric cars.  Encouraged in particular by car brand, BMW, the 
German Government is calling for additional allowances that permit electric cars with no emissions to be counted 
multiple times. 

The report found that supercredits awarded to Nissan for selling "just 2,800 electric cars in 2012" effectively 
reduced its target by 2g/km.  According to T&E, if the current trend of increasing sales of electric vehicles 
continues, supercredits would undermine the 95g/km target and result in it being met on paper but not on the road.    
However, data shows that both premium and mainstream carmakers are on track to hit their 2015 and 2020 
targets. The report finds that with appropriate planning CO2 targets can be achieved without resorting to 
"accountancy tricks". 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Car-manufacturers--manipulating--tests-to-meet-CO2-targets-/  

 

Publications 
 

New From IHS BRE Press 

• Building with confidence using renewable materials (IP 13/13) 

Kiruthiga Balson 

ISBN 978-1-84806-345-7 

Renewable building materials industry by outlining the drivers and barriers for these materials, listing the range of 
applications and highlighting aspects to consider in specifying these materials. It will be of interest to both 
construction professionals and the general public interested in renewable construction materials. 

For the purpose of this publication, renewable materials are defined as construction products derived from 
agricultural crops grown for non-food uses, and other plant and animal sources. While earth and timber can also be 
classed as renewable materials, they are not covered here. Please refer to the BRE publications series An 
introduction to low-impact building materials: Hemplime (IP 14/11), Straw bale (IP 15/11) and Natural fibre 
insulation (IP 18/11)[1], for detailed information about individual renewable construction materials. 

The use of renewable materials is outlined for individual building elements – external walls, insulation, internal 
finishes (paints and floor coverings) and roofing. Product information sheets have been included to summarise the 
physical properties, advantages and limitations of the materials used. The Information Paper concludes with a 
series of short case studies demonstrating the use of some of these renewable construction materials and the 
lessons learned during construction and operation. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327202 PDF version available  

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please 
email details to network@aecb.net. 


