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          January 2014 

AECB News  

 

AECB Member News – Can you contribute? 

We are keen to hear from AECB members wishing to share a news item about themselves or their company to 
include on the AECB News Platform.  This could be an award you have recently won for a project, a product or 
your service.  This is strictly an area for promoting AECB member news only and we will therefore not be able to 
publish any items which AECB considers to be purely advertising of products or services.  AECB retain the right 
to reject straightforward advertising items. 

Please send your short item (max 200 words) plus a link to your website and one picture, to AECB Business 
Operations Manager, Gill Rivers – gill@aecb.net. 

2014 AECB Conference and AGM:  11
th
 and 12

th
 July 2014  

Wills Hall, University of Bristol 

We have long planned to visit Bristol and now we have booked a really nice venue just outside the city centre.  
Bristol has long been at the forefront of green building organisations as well as exciting self-build projects and 
retrofit initiatives.  So we are planning a very full schedule of speakers, workshops and hopefully visits.  We will be 
putting booking details on the web site soon but for now just pencil those dates in your diaries, now.     

Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) 2013 Version  

The English version of the 2013 issue of PHPP has now been released. A reduced rate is available to existing 
purchasers of previous versions. The price for upgrades is £105 plus VAT.  To take advantage of this reduced 
price please ensure that we have evidence of a previous purchase and order through sally@aecb.net - please 
note the upgrade cannot be ordered online and must be paid via cheque or BACs.    

The AECB will shortly be entering into a contract with the Passivhaus Institute (PHI) to sell the new SketchUp 
plugin designPH (English version).  Initially, designPH will only be on sale directly from PHI and will then be 
distributed via resellers in a few months - see www.designPH.org.   Thus this new designPH will be available to 
buy from AECB as a package with PHPP8.  Please check www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-
software  for updated information regarding availability. 

Note designPH WILL NOT be available as a standalone product without PHPP8, although it is planned to release 
a standalone demo in a few months.   See www.designPH.org for more details of the features. 

Omnisense Remote Monitoring System 

The AECB has negotiated an ongoing rate of benefit to members and can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring 
system at significantly preferential terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental 
condition monitoring.  The Omnisense system is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that 
measures relative humidity, temperature and moisture level. Currently members who have taken up this offer are 
monitoring various internal wall insulation constructions, insulated suspended timber floors, conditions within 
brickwork that has been externally insulated, etc 

To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum 
board has been set up for discussion – click http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 

Less is More:  Energy Security after Oil (LIM) from the AECB.  

Less is More is available to download as a PDF http://www.aecb.net/publications/less-is-more-energy-security-
after-oil/. We can also send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is More at a price of £25 each (inc P&P).  
To place your order online with payment via credit card (Worldpaycredit) click http://www.aecb.net/products-
page/aecb-publications/ or contact sally@aecb.net. 
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Member Benefits – make the most of your membership ! 

If you are already a member of the AECB, you will already be enjoying the popular Green Building Magazine and 
Passive House Plus Magazine for free.   Don' t forget you also have full member's access to our website 
www.aecb.net and by logging in with your username and password you can freely access AECB Carbonlite 
Documents, download our http://www.aecb.net/publications/aecb-logo/ for use on your promotional material, 
enhance your profile listing on our popular Members Services Directory as well as full use of our forum.  These 
are just a few of the benefits available as an AECB member - to ensure you are making the most of your 
membership, please visit http://www.aecb.net/membership-benefits.    

Need to log in but forgotten your username or password?  Just email emma@aecb.net to receive a quick 
reminder.  

If you are not a member of the AECB, see how membership could benefit you or your business at 
http://www.aecb.net/membership-benefits or email emma@aecb.net for more information. 

AECB CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer courses 

Passivhaus is rapidly gaining momentum in the UK, becoming an essential skill for architects and consultants.  
With the Passivhaus Trust reporting that there are likely to be 4 times the current 250 certified buildings by the 
end of 2014, and the large-scale non domestic sector really taking off, the industry urgently needs the design and 
construction sector to up-skill to keep abreast of demand.  

AECB CarbonLite courses have now been running and continuously updated for over 3 years, and offer the 
chance to gain internationally recognised Certified Passivhaus Designer status, or to take individual modules to 
improve specific areas of knowledge.  

AECB CarbonLite courses are uniquely tailored to the UK, showcasing UK examples from the domestic and non-
domestic sectors, and delivered by UK Passivhaus experts with proven experience of delivering successful 
Passivhaus buildings.  The 2-week programme is delivered using a mixture of lectures, group and individual 
learning, and includes site visits to innovative Passivhaus developments, and a chance to socialise and build a 
support network of Passivhaus professionals.  

Find out more at  www.aecb.net/carbonlite 

Our next course is coming up on the 10
th

 February, please email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk  or call 01752 
542546  to book a place. 

 

Week 1 London A 2014 

Fundamentals of Passivhaus 10-Feb 

Science of Passivhaus 11-12 Feb 

Construction of Passivhaus 13-Feb 

Thermal Bridging (optional) 14-Feb 

Week 2 

Services 10-11 Mar 

PHPP 12-13 Mar 

Revision 14-Mar 

Exam 29-Mar 

Date:  10
th

–14
th

 February; 10
th
–14

th
 March and exam 29

th
 March 

Cost:  £2,000 + VAT for AECB members, (£2,349 + VAT for non-members)  

Can't do the whole course? Why not take individual modules such as Fundamentals of Passivhaus? See the 
http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ for details. 
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Ecobuild 2014 and National Homebuilding and Renovating Show 

 

 

 

The AECB will have a stand at both Eco Build and the National Homebuilding and Renovating show this year 
hosted by AECB member Geoff Stow and other Trustees. 

Ecobuild:  Tuesday 4
th
 to Thursday 6

th
 March 2014 

Ecobuild is being held from Tuesday 4
th

 to Thursday 6
th

 March 2014 at the ExCel Centre, London.   The AECB 
will be on stand N142 so do pop over and say hello and if you have some spare time.  You would also be very 
welcome to be on the stand and help us promote the AECB and encourage people to join.  If you are giving 
presentations please let us know and we will flag it up on the stand. 

National Homebuilding and Renovating Show:  Thursday 27
th
 to Saturday 30

th
 March 2014 

As well as staffing the Advice Area the AECB will be having a small stand.  These will both be in the Sustainable 
Building area at the National Homebuilding and Renovating Show.  It would be good if any members who can get 
to Birmingham and have some time to spare could put in a few hours on the stand. 

 

AECB Member News 

 

AECB Member News – Can you contribute? 

We are keen to hear from AECB members wishing to share a news item about themselves or their company to 
include on the AECB News Platform.  This could be an award you have recently won for a project, a product or 
your service.  This is strictly an area for promoting AECB member news only and we will therefore not be able to 
publish any items which AECB considers to be purely advertising of products or services.  AECB retain the right 
to reject straightforward advertising items. 

Please send your short item (max 200 words) plus a link to your website and one picture, to AECB Business 
Operations Manager, Gill Rivers – gill@aecb.net. 

Member Benefits – make the most of your membership ! 

If you are already a member of the AECB, you will already be enjoying the popular Green Building Magazine and 
Passive House Plus Magazine for free.   Don' t forget you also have full member's access to our website 
www.aecb.net and by logging in with your username and password you can freely access AECB Carbonlite 
Documents, download our http://www.aecb.net/publications/aecb-logo/ for use on your promotional material, 
enhance your profile listing on our popular Members Services Directory as well as full use of our forum.  These 
are just a few of the benefits available as an AECB member - to ensure you are making the most of your 
membership, please visit http://www.aecb.net/membership-benefits.    

Need to log in but forgotten your username or password?  Just email emma@aecb.net to receive a quick 
reminder.  

If you are not a member of the AECB, see how membership could benefit you or your business at 
 http://www.aecb.net/membership-benefits or email emma@aecb.net for more information. 

Medair assessment following Typhoon Haiyan, Philippines 

Eric Fewster, an AECB member, has just returned from the Philippines where he was part of the assessment and 
first response team in one of the worst affected areas following Typhoon Haiyan. The assessment was carried out 
for Medair, a Swiss-based relief and rehabilitation organisation.  

Although the team also assessed the water, sanitation and health status, it was shelter which came out as being 
clearly the top priority.  This was especially evident for families who had been living in lightweight structures (ie 
made of bamboo or wood) as these were the ones that were completely destroyed during the typhoon.  In Dulag 
municipality where Medair is now working, these destroyed lightweight structures number 8,100, which constitutes 
73% of the entire housing stock in the municipality.  These lightweight structures were largely affected by the 
winds in Dulag, whereas in areas further up the coast towards Tacloban City, the storm surge was also a 
contributing factor.  
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In Dulag, Medair wants to help 6,600 of these families to rebuild their houses.  They intend to do this by sourcing 
and distributing building materials to families.  However, the method of distribution is planned in several stages, 
whereby together with the municipal engineers, quality checks can be carried out on any building work done to 
ensure that certain key structural practices are followed prior to a family receiving the subsequent materials.  
These key structural recommendations for lightweight structures are not complicated – for example the addition of 
concrete footings, or the addition of strapping for rafters to purlins.  The recommendations have been largely 
informed by OFDA’s (Office of US Foreign Disaster Assistance) wind tunnel tests in Florida, with the aim to 
increase the resistance of the buildings for up to Category 3 hurricanes – this has in turn informed the bill of 
quantities needed, and therefore the costs.  So while they may not stand up to a ‘super-typhoon’ such as Typhoon 
Haiyan, they will definitely be able to withstand higher wind speeds than previously. 

The cost of materials alone for one wind-resistant shelter is around £600, while the real costs to deliver that are 
around the same amount, making the real delivered cost in the region of £1,200 per shelter.  The costs to deliver 
a shelter include things like administration, transport, international and local staff costs, rent, tools for households 
etc). 

Medair is still trying to find funds for this project.  Part of it looks like it may be financed by an institutional donor, 
but much is still uncovered financially.  Therefore any donations will be gratefully received.  Anyone needing more 
detailed information about the realities of the situation on ground can contact Eric on 07814 788846 or email him 
at ericfewster@bushproof.com.” 

Consulting Engineers Encraft Ltd:  New Passivhaus homes revitalise Sandiacre 

 

Consulting engineers Encraft Ltd have provided Passivhaus consultancy to the first new build homes to achieve 
Passivhaus certification in the East Midlands.  Nine new homes have been completed as part of a multi-million 
pound regeneration programme by emh homes to provide affordable housing in Erewash, Derbyshire.  Three 
have received “Passivhaus” accreditation, the gold standard for low energy housing.  These three homes are the 
first new build homes to achieve Passivhaus certification in the East Midlands.  A celebration event at Sandiacre 
saw neighbourhood representatives and partners come together to mark the completion of nine new homes at 
Hart Lea, the site of a former elderly person housing scheme. 

The new homes are part of a larger regeneration project by the housing association to provide the kind of 
affordable homes that Derbyshire people need. Neighbouring sites are currently being developed by emh homes 
at Town Street and Vine Crescent.  The aim is to replace outmoded and difficult-to-let properties with high quality 
homes that have low running costs. 

Helen Brown, Head of Building Physics at Encraft and Passivhaus Consultant for the Hart Lea project, said: “We 
were pleased to use our expertise on Passivhaus to enable certification of this landmark residential project for 
emh homes. Going forward, it’d be great if this project could provide a stimulus for the uptake of Passivhaus in the 
East Midlands region.” 

For further information contact Sameer Shirodkar at Encraft sameer.shirodkar@encraft.co.uk 

News from Ech2o 

In December’s a year of showering variously Cath blogs about showering in space. The ultimate showering 
experience? Well, maybe not. Check it out here: http://www.ech2o.co.uk/showering_dec13.shtml  

Ech2o’s water round the world blog page has two new posts. Kate Fewson writes about a drunken encounter with 
a female urinal in Germany, wonders why they haven’t caught the public imagination and what it would take to 
make her use one. Meanwhile, beavers are back in Kent, doing what they do best, building dams across rivers 
and streams. Russell Stevens explains the many environmental benefits of a beaver’s construction skills. 

Go to http://www.ech2o.co.uk/world_germany.shtml and http://www.ech2o.co.uk/world_uk.shtml 

Ty Mawr Lime Win Award. 

We were delighted to be announced as winner of the LABC Cymru ‘All Wales’ award for ‘Best Technical 
Innovation’ for our sublime® flooring system and were extremely proud then to go forward to represent Wales in 
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the UK’s National LABC Building Excellence finals. At a glamorous ceremony hosted by Giles Brandreth at the 
Barbican, we were presented with our finalist certificate in an impressive final that included the Shard and 
Liverpool Central Library (overall winner). The flooring system, specifically designed for use with underfloor 
heating, provides a clean, high quality alternative to concrete with excellent technical performance, good 
environmental credentials as well as a simple installation procedure. 

Go to http://www.lime.org.uk/  

 

Local Group News 

 

For full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events please visit www.aecb.net/events/  for up to date 
information on all of these events including dates, times and venues or email debbie@aecb.net to request that 
your name be added to a Local Group mailing list. 

Forthcoming Local Group Events in January 2014: 

Brighton Local Group 

Jim Miller and Tim Small of the of the Brighton Group hold regular ‘techie’ meetings that provide an informal 
opportunity for individuals to discuss sustainable building practices and techniques – concentrating on the 
technical issues.  It also provides a forum for commercial networking. 

Time and Date:  Every second Tuesday of the month, from 7.00pm until about 10.30pm 

Venue:   The Battle of Trafalgar, 34 Guildford Road, Brighton BN1 3LW (just up the hill from Brighton 
Station) 

The evening is likely to be useful for architects, building contractors, and associated trades, people looking to 
have sustainable building works carried out (new build or renovation).  However, all are welcome, including skilled 
self-builders and DIYers. 

For more information contact the Local Groups Coordinator, or see Jim’s blog   under Brighton Sustainable 
Building Drinks. 

Cheshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire Local Group 

Cheshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire Group member, Tim Hulse, will give a presentation on sustainable 
refurbishment to the group on 16th January 2014.  There will be a presentation by local group member, Tim 
Hulse in which he will tell us what he researched during his Master’s thesis about sustainable renovation of 
conservation buildings. He will refer to case studies and, no doubt, any experience since setting up his own 
company, EcoVert Solutions.  

Tim is a Certified Passivhaus Designer of new build low-energy homes & eco friendly refurbishments with an MSc 
in Sustainable Architecture. He renovated his own home & you may recall Tim telling us about his plans for the 
conversion of an off-grid ruined barn in Snowdonia to a residential property. 

Date:  Thursday 16
th
 January 2014  

Time:  7.00pm 

Venue:  YMCA Crew, 189 Gresty Road, Crewe CW2 6EL 

Note that the main entrance we need to use is at the side of the building. 

A map can be accessed via website www.creweymca.com  

In order to contribute to the cost of the room hire, please would you come prepared to donate £3 per person – 
beverages will be provided! 

For more details visit www.aecb.net/events  or contact the Group Leader, Carol, directly or c/o Debbie, the Local 
Groups Coordinator.  It would be helpful if you could please confirm if you are attending this meeting with the 
Local Group Leader.  

Bristol Local Group 

Rose Furnival of the Bristol Group has invited Simon James Lewis, building scientist and consultant, to give a talk 
to AECB members and their guests on 22

nd
 January.  Simon brings a deep understanding of building physics, 

based on 30 years experience of refurbishment and pioneering the use of hemp and lime internal wall insulation. 

Time and Date:   Wednesday 22
nd

 January 2014, at 7.00pm for 7.30pm 

Venue:    Portcullis pub, 3 Wellington Terrace, Clifton, Bristol BS8 4LE 
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Porcullis pub, just down the hill from the Avon Gorge Hotel on the other side of the road, and there is street 
parking in the vicinity. Please note that entrance to the bar is at road level, not from the elevatedpavement at first 
floor level. 

The talk will include:  how to democratise refurbishment with behavioural science, knowledge-led renovation, 
home improvements that solve rather than exacerbate damp.  It will explore the problems with existing 
refurbishment models and how low-cost (and even no-cost) interventions can make a greater difference to both 
energy use and damp. 

Simon is known for a series of hands on workshops at the 2013 Bristol Green Doors event and has developed a 
series of home improvement workshops with community groups for 2014. 

 

News  

 

SEA Chairman awarded an OBE 

John Doggart John Doggart, Chairman of the Sustainable Energy Academy, has been awarded an OBE in the 
Queen’s 2014 New Year’s Honours, for services to Sustainable Energy Technologies and Energy Efficiency. The 
award recognizes John’s contributions over a career spanning over half a century throughout which he has 
championed the benefits of lower carbon buildings. 

Of the OBE, John commented “This is a great honour, and reflects not only the importance of SuperHomes, but 
also the huge contribution made by friends and colleagues throughout my life.” 

The Sustainable Energy Academy (SEA) is a charity dedicated to reducing carbon emissions from the built 
environment. It was set up by John Doggart in June 2008. 

John has been the key driver behind three recent SEA initiatives – SuperHomes (the Open Homes Network of UK 
homes most improved for energy use), WHISCERS (a low mess solution for internal wall insulation) and The 
Federation of Open Home Networks – a new organisation designed to help existing green open home networks 
thrive. 

For more info go to http://www.superhomes.org.uk/news/sea-chairman-awarded-obe/  

GDP Now 'Woeful' Measuring Stick For Planet's Economic Health 

Most approaches to global economic health are ignoring the planet's capacity to provide the necessary resources 
to sustain it, researchers have warned.  World economies measure themselves by GDP (growth domestic 
product), but a new study believes this measuring stick to now be "woefully inadequate" given increasing 
pressures on the earth's natural environment. 

According to the Worldwatch Institute's latest trend analysis in this field, human consumption has reached such a 
point that humanity now consumes a year's worth of resources in less than 365 days.  The study argues that in 
terms of society's well-being, conventional economics such as GDP are only really useful as a nominal indicator 
since they lack the intricacies and more subjective goods essential to a more encompassing and meaningful 
metric. 

The Institute points to newer metrics such as the GPI (genuine progress indicator) which includes the economic 
cost of expenditures that diminish 'community capital' as these paint a more accurate picture of humanity's overall 
welfare. In 2011, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution stating that all countries should begin 
measuring happiness - taking a cue from Bhutan, which began tracking Gross National Happiness in the 1970s. 

Similarly, the UN Development Programme has developed a Human Development Index as an indicator of well-
being that relies primarily on health (life expectancy at birth), education (mean and expected years of schooling), 
and living standards (gross national income per capita on a logarithmic scale). 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/4/GDP-now--woeful--measuring-stick-for-planet-s-economic-health-/  

The Futuristic Shower That Recycles Water 'While You Wash' 

A prototype shower system has been developed that claims to offer massive water and energy savings by 
recycling water while you wash. The OrbSys Shower - the brainchild of Swedish designer Mehrdad Mahdjoubi - 
operates on a closed loop system by purifying hot wastewater from the tap once it hits the drains and recycling it 
back into water of a drinking quality standard, before pumping it back up to the showerhead. 

As the process is quick, the water remains hot and only needs to be reheated very slightly.  According to 
Mahdjoubi, there is no compromise in water pressure while in operation and the system can save more than 90% 
water and 80% energy while you wash.  The patented technology is similar to that used for space showers taken 
by astronauts and could help those who live in water-stressed areas. 

Mahdjoubi argued that his device not only offered a more sustainable solution, but could save the average person 
more than £600 a year in reduced water and energy bills. His concept formed part of a collaborative project with 
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NASA's Johnson Space Center, which looks to drive design concepts that could potentially assist space 
expeditions. 

The system is likely to attract interest from the likes of Unilever, which announced last year that it is looking to 
develop the world's first commercially viable shower of the future that can operate with a sustainable level of 
water use.  The brand leader is using a crowdsourcing approach to brainstorm ideas around the concept, which if 
successful, will help the company take increased responsibility for the way in which its brands are consumed. 

Go to http://www.edie.net/news/4/The-futuristic-shower-that-recycles-water--while-you-wash--/  

Water Scarcity 'Biggest Concern' Of Climate Change 

Up to one-fifth of the global population could suffer severe water shortages if the planet warms by two degrees 
above present levels, according to new research.  Initial results from an assessment on the impact global 
warming could have on societies and natural resources showed that climate-driven changes will result in a 40% 
increase in the number of people experiencing 'absolute' water scarcity. 

Published in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, climate change is expected to significantly affect 
the evaporation, precipitation and run-off of water which could mean that the extra 40% will have to survive on 
less than 500 cubic metres of water per person per year.  Absolute water scarcity, which is defined as less than 
500 cubic meters available per year per person, requires extremely efficient water use techniques and 
management in order to be sufficient.  In comparison, the global average water consumption per person per year 
is roughly 1200 cubic meters, and significantly more in many industrialised countries. 

According to the study, climate change is not uniform across the world, explaining that the regional differences of 
its impacts on water availability are "huge".  It suggests that the Mediterranean, Middle East, the southern US, 
and southern China will "very probably" see a pronounced decrease of available water, while Southern India, 
western China and parts of Eastern Africa might see substantial increases. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/4/Water--biggest-concern--of-climate-change/  

90% Less Lofts Insulated In 2013 

The number of homes becoming warmer and cheaper to heat under current government-backed insulation 
schemes fell dramatically in 2013, according to the latest official figures.  The drop was described as serious by 
the government's own fuel poverty adviser and terrible by Labour. The latest figures show that the number of 
efficiency measures enabled by government schemes plummeted in 2013 as new policies replaced those of the 
previous government. 

According to the Department of Energy and Climate Change, 1.61m lofts were fully insulated in 2012, but in the 
year to the end of October 2013, the most recent data released, just 110,000 had been treated, a pro-rata fall of 
93%.  For cavity wall insulation, measures fell from 640,000 in 2012 to 125,000 in the year to October 2013, a 
pro-rata fall of 77%. 

The big drops accompanying the start of the coalition's energy company obligation (ECO) and Green Deal 
schemes in 2013 were predicted by the government's own impact assessments.  ECO schemes, which require 
energy companies to deliver energy saving measures, account for 98% of the measures installed in 2013, with 
the Green Deal delivering 2%. 

Labour has pledged to replace the Green Deal and overhaul ECO. The number of Green Deal loans for home 
energy efficiency retrofits had reached just 458 by the end of November. Energy and climate change minister 
Greg Barker had said that fewer than 10,000 by the end of 2013 would cause him sleepless nights.  The original 
ambition was to upgrade 14m homes by 2020 – vaunted as the nation's biggest property improvement scheme 
since the rebuilding that followed the second world war. 

Source Green Building Press 

Largest Non-Residential Passivhaus Project 

The University of Leicester’s planned Centre for Medicine will be built to Passivhaus standards, providing a super 
insulated six-storey campus that will be home to the University’s College of Medicine, Biological Sciences and 
Psychology departments. 

The new facility will cover 12,836 square metres, it will provide teaching rooms, offices, lecture theatres, dry lab 
research facilities and support spaces to more than 2,350 staff and students.  When complete in 2015, the Centre 
for Medicine will be the largest Passivhaus standard non residential project ever constructed. It will provide a hub 
for leading medical academics at the University, bringing together cutting-edge medical research and education 
for the first time under one roof. 

The Centre will be built by Willmott Dixon, previously appointed by the London Borough of Camden to build a 53 
home development that was then the UK’s largest residential Passivhaus scheme. Now the company will work 
with Associated Architects to deliver the largest non-residential building by floor area to meet the Passivhaus 
criteria with a super-insulated shell that requires little or no additional heating other than that supplied by the 
occupants. 
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To achieve the Passivhaus standard, the Centre for Medicine has been designed to include features that 
minimise its energy use, including a subsoil heat exchange system to pre-warm and pre-cool incoming air, heat 
recovery mechanisms within the ventilation system, and automated exterior window blinds to keep rooms cool in 
summer, as well as super-insulation, triple glazing and LED lighting throughout. 

Source Green Building Press 

The Five CSR Trends To Watch In 2014 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)  

New materials, genetically modified organisms, climate change adaptation, employee engagement and social 
entrepreneurs - these are the five trends most likely to keep sustainability professionals awake at night over the 
coming 12 months.  The predictions were made on CSRwire by two environmental experts from Cone 
Communication's sustainable business industries practice, Liz Gorman and Lesley Lammers. 

The search for alternative materials will be the one dominating the radar in 2014, as companies look to invest 
more heavily in R&D and product development to safeguard against the risk of natural resource depletion.  This 
issue has already prompted some trailblazing innovation. Nike for instance is collaborating with NASA to locate 
the most innovative textile fabricators it can find, while telecommunications firm Sprint has turned to biomimicry to 
rethink its packaging design. It has teamed up with the San Diego Zoo's centre for bioinspiration to pioneer work 
in this area. 

Meanwhile a new era in supply chain transparency is starting to emerge, driven by public distrust over issues like 
the horsemeat scandal. This could see genetically modified organism (GMO) labelling taking centre-stage as 
consumers press for more disclosure on food labelling. 

Last year, in the US, 28 states proposed introducing GMO legislation in a bid to make supply chains more 
transparent and this could well have implications for Europe and the UK.  As the more progressive food 
companies look to share more factual information about what's in their product, this could spark a ripple effect, 
placing greater pressure on conventional food firms to follow suit. 

Employee engagement around CSR is also evolving as companies look to reduce their environmental impacts 
and retain healthy profit margins. Some have started turning to gamification or micro-volunteerism to make staff 
engagement easy, fun and personalised.  There is early evidence to suggest that gamification - whereby staff are 
engaged through the use of game design - will quickly become a popular human resource tool due to its ability to 
change employee behaviour in a meaningful way. 

The emergence of more circular and sharing economies over the past year has seen a significant rise in the 
number of social entrepreneurs now occupying the sustainability space and increasingly, corporate executives are 
interested in tapping into this expertise.  These social enterprises could effectively act as change catalysts for 
established business models and if this happens, Gorman and Lammers predict that "a whole new paradigm" 
could break out, resulting in scaled-up product innovation. 

Meanwhile the perennial issue of climate change adaptation is unlikely to fade away. Businesses are now taking a 
hard look at how climate change could impact their operations from the outside in and across entire supply 
chains.  Issues like water scarcity, extreme storm systems, floods and wildfires have already caused disruption, 
including the ability to source raw materials reliably and sustainably. 

As a result, forward-thinking firms are beginning to incorporate climate resiliency plans into future business 
strategies. The Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) and the Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) are now urging 
companies to report on their climate change risks and opportunities. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/5/The-five-CSR-trends-to-watch-in-2014-/  

 

Courses 

 

Ty Mawr Lime Course dates for 2014 

An Introduction to Lime, Lime plastering 

Thu 6, Fri 7 March, Thu 8, Fri 9 May, Thu 19, Fri 20 June, Thu 21, Fri 22 August, Thu 25, Fri 26 September 

Check out course dates on our website for details of our energy efficiency, limecrete, hatching, colour and 
drystone walling courses in 2014. We also provide bespoke courses for groups and contractors throughout the 
year - contact sam.hale@lime.org.uk for more information, or visit http://www.lime.org.uk/  

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please 
email details to network@aecb.net. 


