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         February 2014 

 

AECB News  

 

2014 AECB Conference and AGM:  11
th

 and 12
th

 July 2014:  Wills Hall Bristol   

Workshops for the 2014 Annual Conference are now being confirmed.   

One of this year’s themes will be Sourcing and Building with Timber.  It is a few years since we have looked at 

timber in detail so we are taking this opportunity to look at recent developments in timber construction with 

examples and a look at the supply chain. Other workshop areas will be Retrofit, Self-Build site visit, Heating and 

Ventilating low energy building and Building Biology.  

So all of that along with the chance to meet up with friends and like minded professionals, a chance to have a look 

around Bristol and access to tennis courts makes this an event to put in your diary now.   

Exhibition space is limited this year so if you want a stand please contact Karen on conference@aecb.net. 

Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) 2013 Version  

The English version of the 2013 issue of PHPP has now been released. A reduced rate is available to existing 

purchasers of previous versions. The price for upgrades is £105 plus VAT.  To take advantage of this reduced price 

please ensure that we have evidence of a previous purchase and order through sally@aecb.net - please note the 

upgrade cannot be ordered online and must be paid via cheque or BACs.    

The AECB will shortly be entering into a contract with the Passivhaus Institute (PHI) to sell the new SketchUp plugin 

designPH (English version).  Initially, designPH will only be on sale directly from PHI and will then be distributed via 

resellers in a few months - see www.designPH.org.   Thus this new designPH will be available to buy from AECB as a 

package with PHPP8.  Please check www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software  for updated 

information regarding availability. 

Note designPH WILL NOT be available as a standalone product without PHPP8, although it is planned to release a 

standalone demo in a few months.   See www.designPH.org for more details of the features. 

Omnisense Remote Monitoring System 

The AECB has negotiated an ongoing rate of benefit to members and can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring 

system at significantly preferential terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental 

condition monitoring.  The Omnisense system is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that 

measures relative humidity, temperature and moisture level. Currently members who have taken up this offer are 

monitoring various internal wall insulation constructions, insulated suspended timber floors, conditions within 

brickwork that has been externally insulated, etc. 

To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum board 

has been set up for discussion – click http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 

Less is More:  Energy Security after Oil (LIM) from the AECB.  

Less is More is available to download as a PDF here.  We can also send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is 

More at a price of £25 each (inc P&P).  To place your order online with payment via credit card (Worldpaycredit) 

click http://www.aecb.net/products-page/aecb-publications/ or contact sally@aecb.net. 

Launch of New AECB Facebook Page 

Please visit and ‘Like’ the new AECB Facebook page at http://tinyurl.com/nhghcda for updated news and events 

from the AECB.  This page does not replace but will run alongside the AECB Facebook Group page which is a closed 

group and will continue to provide a source of information and discussion for members of within this group. 
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Climate KiC Pioneers Programme:  Placements for Climate Professionals 

The AECB acted as a host on the Climate KiC Programme in 2013 with Tim Martel as a Pioneer, working with Chief 

Executive, Andy Simmonds for a one month period.    

"The Pioneers programme was immensely useful to the AECB. It allowed the organisation to - in effect - interview a 

potentially useful individual over a month period - and much useful work was carried out on the AECBs retrofit 

guidance programme as result. The placement in Germany alos helped cement working relations between the AECBs 

retrofit activities and those of the host body (PHI) and was an opportunity for new synergies to be explored. After the 

placement Tim was taken on to continue to work on the retrofit programme."    (Andy Simmonds – Chief Executive 

AECB) 

The programme is a great opportunity and is running again in 2014 with new hosts and pioneers from the Midlands 

currently being sought. 

The Pioneers take part in two separate one month placements the first in the Midlands (April/May), the second in 

one of the other 6 participating EU regions (October/Nov).  Plus there is a series of interesting workshops around 

Transition theory (held in Birmingham) and a conference which this year will be in Valencia in October.  A wide 

range of placements are on offer and funding of up to €8,000 is available to all Pioneers. 

Hosts get access to free professional placements, for one or both of the placement periods and with one or more 

Pioneers at a time.  The calibre of the Pioneers tends to be very high with many architects and energy specialists 

taking part. The hosts do get some choice over who they take on. 

For further information visit http://www.innovationbham.com/projects/pioneers-into-practice/2014-pioneers-into-

practice-intake-is-now-open/ 

or contact Dave Green (AECB member) at info@davegreenenergy.co.uk  

Need phone and broadband at home? Make it greener  

 

By choosing The Co-operative Phone and Broadband, you are supporting an organisation that is committed to 

minimising its impact on the environment while still offering the best possible service to its customers.  

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband is provided by The Phone Co-op, an independent consumer co-operative 

which:  

• Invests in solar photovoltaic installations – over the last 18 months, it’s put £622k into solar energy generation, 

saving 140 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per year 

• Supports community energy – in 2013, it put £45k into renewable energy projects 

• Offsets its carbon footprint by paying a levy on the CO2 emissions resulting from its activity 

• Promotes the use of more sustainable transport modes – 91% of business miles travelled in 2013 were by train, 

bus, bike or on foot 

• Uses electricity from renewable sources  

• Recycles 100% of its waste 

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband offers everything you need to stay connected; including mobile services.  

Members of AECB get a £10 credit on their first bill; 6% of their spend goes back to supporting AECB's work - just 

quote unique code AF0130 when switching. Find out more on http://www.thephone.coop/aecb . 

To switch today (or to register your interest if you are stuck in a contract with a different provider), call 01608 434 

040 or click here: http://www.thephone.coop/home/schedule-reminder/  

Unique Opportunity for Small Businesses as Heritage Retrofit Scheme Launches 

An innovative Cardiff Council scheme offering funding packages to small businesses to help make historic buildings 

more energy efficient without harming their essential character has been launched. 

Cardiff Council was one of the first to be awarded funding in new in a new multi-million pound Welsh Government 

innovation programme to promote the research and development industry.  
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The three-year Small Business Research Initiative (SBRI) Catalyst Programme, also funded by the Technology 

Strategy Board, aims to boost the research and development industry, increase commercialisation of new 

technologies and create jobs and wealth.  

Cabinet Member for Environment, Cllr Ashley Govier said, ‘We are looking for cost effective and sensitive retrofit 

solutions to make traditional and historic buildings more energy efficient, to reduce fuel usage, to increase comfort 

levels and to meet carbon emission reduction targets. We have been awarded £525,000 for a project to find 

solutions and this presents a unique opportunity for enterprising small and medium enterprises”. 

Application packs are available at www.tinyurl.com/q52fgqq .  Application submissions for Phase 1 are due back by 

email no later than noon Friday 28th February 2014.  

If you have any queries please contact:  

Ross Cannon (02920) 873222, Email: heritagesbri@cardiff.gov.uk 

AECB CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer courses 

AECB CarbonLite courses have now been running and continuously updated for over 3 years, and offer the chance 

to gain internationally recognised Certified Passivhaus Designer status, or to take individual modules to improve 

specific areas of knowledge.  

AECB CarbonLite courses are uniquely tailored to the UK, showcasing UK examples from the domestic and non-

domestic sectors, and delivered by UK Passivhaus experts with proven experience of delivering successful 

Passivhaus buildings. The 2-week programme is delivered using a mixture of lectures, group and individual learning, 

and includes site visits to innovative Passivhaus developments, and a chance to socialise and build a support 

network of Passivhaus professionals.  

Find out more at www.aecb.net/carbonlite 

Our next course is coming up on the 28th April, please email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call 01752 542546 

to book a place. 

  Plymouth 2014  

Week 1 
 

Fundamentals of Passivhaus 28-April 

Science of Passivhaus 29-30 April 

Construction of Passivhaus 1st May 

Thermal Bridging (optional) 2
nd

 May 

Week 2   

Services 12-13 May 

PHPP 14-15 May 

Revision 16 May 

Exam 6
th

 June 

 

Cost: £2,000 + VAT for AECB members, (£2,349 + VAT for non-members)  

Can't do the whole course? Why not take individual modules such as Fundamentals of Passivhaus? See 

http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ for details.  

We have a new multiple booking offer to the whole Designer Course for advance bookings from the same company 

and all delegates sitting the same course. Email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call 01752 542546 for more 

details. 
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Call for Innovative Manufacturers and Installers for the Retrofit of Solid Walled 

Homes 

Retrofit of the future 

S-IMPLER  (Solid Wall Innovative Insulation and Monitoring Processes using Lean Energy Efficient Retrofit) aims to 

develop a solution to the insulation of solid walls in the UK that is more cost effective than current solutions with 

minimal occupant disruption. 

Working with NIHE (Northern Ireland Housing Executive), S-IMPLER will focus on a specific type of solid wall, ‘no 

fines’ homes of which there are approximately 5,000 in NI (300,000 in UK). 

The outcomes of S-IMPLER will also be relevant to many of the UK’s 6.9m solid walled homes. 

Using lean and collaborative improvement techniques, S-IMPLER will integrate several innovations into a single 

attractive commercial proposition which will be trialled on 7 NIHE homes. 

S-IMPLER’s success hinges on a supply chain that can collaborate to find energy efficient solutions that result in 

significant energy reduction but also allow for installation more efficiently than existing processes.  In the coming 

months the project will seek to find innovative products, systems and installation techniques to provide solutions 

for 7 homes 

If your product meets any of the following or could be combined with another product to meet the following, we 

would like to hear from you: 

• Reduce heat loss from an existing building’s fabric 

• Reduce uncontrolled air leakage from an existing building 

• Increase efficiency of space heating generation and hot water generation or storage 

• Improve passive solar gain into existing buildings 

• Improve the accuracy of controlling space heating, ventilation and/or heating in buildings 

• Increase efficiency of artificial lighting 

• Includes features that will allow future performance upgrades to be installed with minimal disruption or 

damage to earlier improvements 

This is an exciting initiative that brings together the best innovative products, systems and installation technique 

and we invite you to get involved.  Successful suppliers will be an invited to an assessment day on 12th March 2014 

at Antrim to discuss their products.  For more information and to complete the PQQ visit 

http://www.greenspecdownload.co.uk/index.php?cID=1353 

The deadline for completion of the PQQ is Monday 17th February 2014. 

Ecobuild 2014 and National Homebuilding and Renovating Show 

 

 

 

The AECB will have a stand at both Eco Build and the National Homebuilding and Renovating show. 

• Ecobuild:  Tuesday 4
th

 to Thursday 6
th

 March 2014 

Ecobuild is being held from Tuesday 4
th

 to Thursday 6
th

 March 2014 at the ExCel Centre, London.   The AECB will be 

on stand N142 so do pop over and say hello and if you have some spare time.  You would also be very welcome to 

be on the stand and help us promote the AECB and encourage people to join.  If you are giving presentations please 

let us know and we will flag it up on the stand. 

• National Homebuilding and Renovating Show:  Thursday 27
th

 to Saturday 30
th

 March 2014 

As well as staffing the Advice Area the AECB will be having a small stand.  These will both be in the Sustainable 

Building area at the National Homebuilding and Renovating Show.  It would be good if any members who can get to 

Birmingham and have some time to spare could put in a few hours on the stand. 
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• Over 500 specialist companies 

• Unrivalled FREE expert advice 

• 70+ seminars and masterclasses 

• PLUS Energy Saving Show Home 

To register for free tickets click http://tinyurl.com/o5zfwwe and enter your unique reference code B213450.  

Complete your details.  Print off an e-ticket for each person you have registered (maximum 2).   

Complimentary tickets are valid for ONE DAY only from 27-30 March 2014 and must be claimed by midnight on 

Wednesday 26 March 2014.    

To purchase additional discounted tickets for £10* (a £1.75 transaction fee applies.  Advance ticket offers expire at 

3pm on 26 March 2014.  Children aged 16 and under go free) visit www.homebuildingshow.co.uk or call 0844 

5811377 and quote ADDNATIONAL. 

 

AECB Member News 

 

Greenshop Group 

Roger Budgeon of Greenshop Group has won the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s award for ‘outstanding 

contribution to nature in Gloucestershire by a business leader’. This is part of the GWT’s ‘Nature Works’ Business 

Awards 2013 celebrating the efforts made by local businesses to work with and enhance the nature environment.  

This award reflects Roger’s commitment to the environment, both at home, and within the Greenshop Group in 

Bisley. 

 

 

 

The Greenshop Group are also pleased to announce that Rainharvesting Systems Ltd has won the 2013 Sustainable 

Water Industry Group’s award for the ‘Non-Domestic Retrofit’ category.  This follows on from the award which they 

gained in 2011 for the system that supplies water to the vehicle washing plant for Cardiff Bus. 

This award is for the supply of the 100,000-litre harvesting system to the Wrigley chewing gum factory in Plymouth.  

They now use rainwater instead of mains water in their cooling towers, and have calculated that they are capturing 

enough rainwater to supply a third of the water required.  Thanks to this system Wrigleys can expect to see much 

lower water bills, as well as reinforcing their commitment to the environment.  A win-win situation! 
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Greenright Homes 

Greenright Homes continues to build sustainable homes in East Anglia despite the difficult market conditions and 

the quality of the houses being delivered has been recognised in the receipt of further prestigious awards.  Building 

on being recipient of the Premier Guarantee Environmental Project of the Year in 2012, Greenright Homes has also 

recently received awards in the 2013 Suffolk Property Awards (environmental and housing categories), the Bury 

Free Press 2013 Business Awards (highly commended in the environmental category) and the RICS, East of England 

2013 awards (highly commended in the housing category). 

 

 Yorke House, Norfolk 

 

Simon Bennett, the founder and managing partner of the company, also serves on various voluntary bodies 

including the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership Green Economy Pathfinder Board, the Board of Suffolk 

County Council’s Creating the Greenest County, the Sustainable Built Environment East (SBEE) group and the Board 

of the Centre for the Built Environment at the University of East Anglia. 

Recent articles in UK Construction and the Public Service Information Journal Government Business by Simon 

Bennett have called for incentivising high performance sustainable homes through reduced stamp duty when they 

are sold and reduced levels of Council Tax. 

For further information visit www.greenrighthomes.co.uk 

 

Local Group News 

 

For full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events please visit www.aecb.net/events/  for up to date 

information on all of these events including dates, times and venues or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your 

name be added to a Local Group mailing list. 

 

Forthcoming Local Group Events in February 2014: 

• Brighton Local Group 

Jim Miller and Tim Small of the of the Brighton Group hold regular ‘techie’ meetings that provide an informal 

opportunity for individuals to discuss sustainable building practices and techniques – concentrating on the technical 

issues.  It also provides a forum for commercial networking and socialising. 

Time and Date:   Every second Tuesday of the month, from 7.00pm until about 10.30pm 

Venue: The Battle of Trafalgar pub, 34 Guildford Road, Brighton BN1 3LW (just up the hill from Brighton Station). 

The evening is likely to be useful for architects, building contractors, and associated trades, people looking to have 

sustainable building works carried out (new build or renovation).  However, all are welcome, including skilled self-

builders and DIYers. 

For more information contact the debbie@aecb.net, or see http://www.jimmillerdesign.co.uk/blog/ under Brighton 

Sustainable Building Drinks 

• Cornwall Local Group 

Claire Maye, Group Leader for Cornwall, has organised some training sessions during the coming months.  The first 

of these is on 13th February in Roche on underfloor heating and how this relates to other design principles for 

reduced energy consumption. 
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Date:   Thursday 13
th

 February 2014 from 1.30pm – 4.00pm 

Venue:   Victoria Commercial Centre, Station Approach, Roche, PL26 8LG 

This training session will be run by Rex Ingram of Timoleon. Rex has served 6 times as Chairman of The Underfloor 

Heating Manufacturers’ Association.  He has also undertaken a major UK study into how underfloor heating works 

with carpets, and he has developed and patented several new forms of underfloor heating.  He is now Chairman of 

Timoleon, which designs and supplies underfloor heating systems for new build and refurbishment projects, 

particularly those using Renewable Energy. 

Included in this event: “How does underfloor heating Work?” The science behind how underfloor heating and 

radiators work, and how this relates to the new design principles. It describes the constituent elements of any 

underfloor heating system, how these inter-relate and how these elements differ from the elements of a radiator 

system. “How can underfloor heating be integrated within a building?” Underfloor heating can be incorporated into 

different forms of floor, including acoustic floors. The training will explain that not all forms of underfloor heating 

are equally energy efficient (the worst use 60% more energy than the best).  RSVP bookings by email to 

claire@csbt.org.uk  

• Oxford Local Group 

AECB Oxford Group will get together in February to hear three speakers on the subject of the challenges of 

retrofitting traditional buildings and available guidance. 

• Nigel Griffiths, Director of STBA, will talk about the new interactive Guidance Wheel developed by the 

Sustainable Traditional Buildings Alliance 

• Debbie Haynes of Oxford City Council’s Department for  Climate Change and Energy (and one of the 

Oxford Group Leaders) will give an update on the guidance tool developed by the Council 

• Rob Lloyd Sweet, Senior Conservation Officer at Oxford City Council Planning Department 

Time and Date:    Thursday 27
th

 February 2014 from 6.00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Venue:     Old Library, Town Hall, St Aldate’s, Oxford OX1 1DS 

Nigel, Director of the STBA, will give a hands-on demonstration of this internet based programme and how it fits in 

with the overall STBA guidance for sustaining and improving traditional (pre-1919) buildings. 

The Responsible Retrofit Guidance Wheel is designed to be used by those recommending retrofit measures as well 

as those carrying out the work.  This tool enables the user to input details about different types of traditional 

buildings and investigate potential retrofit measures.  The system will flag up potential areas of concern, additional 

measures that would be advisable and links to relevant research.  The system has the ability of add measures to a 

“chosen” list which can then be printed in a summary report. 

Retrofit of older (pre-1919) buildings often produces less than satisfactory results; it can even damage the fabric of 

the building and adversely affect the health of its occupants.  It is not possible for the complicated building physics 

of retrofit to be summarised with a few, broad-stroke guidelines.  The content of the Wheel is comprehensive and 

has been reviewed by field experts and is being tested with various users including designers, local authorities, 

energy assessors, green deal providers and researchers.  The STBA Wheel has been developed for DECC and is due 

to be released in the Spring. 

RSVP to the Group Leaders directly or via debbie@aecb.net 

 

News  

 

EU Commission's 2030 climate targets 'pander to energy intensive industry' 

The European Commission has set out a 2030 EU-wide renewable energy target at 27%, but will not include a 

binding target for individual countries. EU Commissioners have established the EU 2030 energy and climate 

framework White Paper, announcing targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and renewables generation but 

left out an energy efficiency target. 

The Commission set a target to reduce GHG emissions by 40% by 2030 compared with 1990 levels, which will be 

widely welcomed by environmentalists as it has been revised upward from its existing 2020 target of 20%.  

However, environmental groups and the renewables industry will be disappointed by the 27% renewables target as 

many have been calling for a more ambitious goal, with some calling for 45%. The exclusion of an EU-wide energy 

efficiency target will also incite anger amongst environmental groups. 
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Some member states, such as the UK, France and Spain, have lobbied against proposed renewables targets, calling 

for them to be lower in order to achieve emissions targets with 'cheaper methods'. Today's decision has prompted 

environmental groups, as well as the renewables and energy efficiency sectors, to accuse the Commission of 

pandering to large energy providers and energy intensive industries. 

Disappointed by the announcement, president of the European Alliance to Save Energy (EU-ASE), Monica Frassoni, 

said: "This is a depressing day for Europe. President Barroso's ambition to leave a green legacy from his two 

mandates has miserably failed. We currently have an energy paradigm where we send billions of euros out of 

Europe rather than employing people in Europe to save energy. 

"Today's communication was a chance to fix this by creating an energy and climate policy that started with the most 

cost-effective measures first. Instead the Commission has given in to the intense lobbying efforts of the large energy 

providers and energy intensive industries and what we have is a disaster - both for Europe's climate and our 

competitiveness". 

Friends of the Earth Europe climate and energy campaigner Brook Riley, said: "Climate change is happening but the 

EU's commitments to address it are not. It is breaking its commitments to address it. With this proposal senior 

decision-makers are proposing action which goes against people's best interests. This totally inadequate proposal is 

off the radar of what climate science tells us to do in Europe to avoid climate catastrophe." 

However, EU Commissioner for Climate Action Connie Hedegaard was positive about the decision, tweeting: "In 

spite of all those arguing that nothing ambitious would come out of the Commission today, we did it!". 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/EU-Commission--pandeing-to-energy-intensive-industry--with-lower-

than-expected-230-renewables-target-/  

Energy efficiency must be on par with HS2 and airport expansion decisions 

The Government has been urged to make household energy efficiency the UK's top infrastructure priority.  Calling 

on the Government to back energy efficiency, the UK-GBC says that a national retrofit programme that focuses on 

energy efficiency will help permanently reduce consumers' energy bills and create thousands of new jobs. 

UK-GBC chief executive Paul King said: "Improving the energy efficiency of our cold and draughty homes is the only 

way to permanently cut households' spiralling energy bills and will be a major driver of economic growth.  He added 

that Government must make energy efficiency a top national infrastructure priority, "as important as decisions on 

HS2 or aviation expansion". 

Today's call comes one year on from the launch of the Government's flagship energy efficiency policy, the Green 

Deal, which has suffered from disappointing take-up, and follows cuts to its sister scheme the Energy Company 

Obligation (ECO) at the end of last year. 

King said: "While the Green Deal is the cornerstone of the UK's retrofit policy, it has so far massively under 

delivered. Government has to step in to create incentives that encourage homes into taking action and be prepared 

to prioritise capital spending on energy efficiency.  Underwriting the Green Deal - as Government has done with 

Help to Buy - would provide a huge shot in the arm for the retrofit industry," added King. 

A new report published today by UK-GBC finds that more attractive Green Deal finance could provide a boost to the 

scheme. However, it also found that the interest rate on Green Deal loans, currently 8-10% offered by the Green 

Deal Finance Company, is not the overriding issue deterring consumers from signing up to the scheme. 

The report, Green Deal Finance: Examining the Green Deal interest rate as a barrier to take-up, found that the long 

duration of the Green Deal loans was found to be a greater factor putting off householders, as current rates spread 

over twenty years could lead to a doubling of actual payments over the lifetime of the plan. 

Other key barriers include a fundamental lack of demand for energy efficiency and the complexity of the scheme. 

Meanwhile, the business community made a similar call yesterday, urging the European Commission to establish a 

40% binding energy savings target for 2030. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Energy-efficiency-must-be-on-par-with-HS2-and-airport-expansion-

decisions/  

Prime Minister to slash environmental regulation 

The Prime Minister David Cameron has today vowed to slash 80,000 pages of environmental guidance by March 

2015, in an effort to save businesses around £100m per year.  In a speech to the Federation of Small Businesses 

today, Cameron said more than 3,000 rules will be cut or amended, saving more than £850m a year. 

Rules that fall under the Prime Minster's plan include 380 pages of waste management rules, 640 pages of cattle 

movement guidance and 286 pages of hedgerow regulations.  Labelling small businesses the "life blood of the 

economy", Cameron's comments will be a welcome move for those struggling with regulatory compliance. 
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However, environmental groups have expressed anger at the cuts, which follow on from the Prime Ministers 

decision in October 2013 to 'roll-back' green levies. 

UK Green Building Council chief executive Paul King said: "The Prime Minister's boasts of 'slashing 80,000 pages' of 

environmental guidance is utterly reprehensible. 

"It is the same poisonous political rhetoric from Number 10, devaluing environmental regulation in a slash and burn 

manner. These words are not only damaging and irresponsible, but misrepresent the wishes of so many modern 

businesses, both large and small." 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Prime-Minister-to-slash-environmental-regulation/25790/  

Osborne urged to 'end dithering' on green construction 

The Chancellor George Osborne must use the 2013 budget to end the uncertainty over zero carbon homes and 

commit to boosting the Green Deal, the UK Green Building Council (UK-GBC) has warned.  Osborne, who will deliver 

the budget statement on Wednesday 20 March, has been urged by the UK-GBC to provide a lift for the struggling 

construction sector by demonstrating the Coalition's commitment to energy efficiency.  

The organisation has called on the Treasury to include incentives in the budget to encourage uptake of the Green 

Deal - the Government's flagship energy efficiency retrofit policy. For example, it claims that including reductions in 

stamp duty or council tax for energy efficient properties will make the scheme more attractive to householders. 

In addition, the UK-GBC has called for clear commitment from the Government to ensure all homes are zero carbon 

from 2016, and all commercial properties are zero carbon from 2019. 

UK-GBC chief executive Paul King said: "Ending the dithering on zero carbon homes once and for all and throwing 

the Treasury's weight behind the Green Deal would show that the Coalition is serious about the opportunity here." 

The UK-GBC also demanded a strengthening of the Part L building regulations, dubbed the 'conservatory tax' and for 

clarity on 'Allowable Solutions' - the policy which enables developers to invest in carbon mitigation schemes. 

King added: "A focus on green growth would boost the construction industry's confidence to invest and create jobs, 

as well as helping the UK to meet its legally binding carbon targets. 

"We've heard David Cameron talk up energy efficiency and the green economy, but the Budget is the Chancellor's 

opportunity to demonstrate that he is singing from the same hymn sheet. We need an end to mixed messages 

which create a risky and damaging environment for business." 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Osborne-urged-to-end-green-construction-uncertainty/  

Energy efficiency measures to add thousands to house values 

Energy saving improvements could increase the value of properties in England by an average of 14%, according to 

new research released today by the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC).  In a bid to promote the 

Green Deal, its flagship energy retrofit scheme, the Government has compiled a report that takes into account more 

than 300,000 property sales in England between 1995 and 2011. 

The research reveals that for an average home in the country, improving its EPC (Energy Performance Certificate) 

from band G to E, or from band D to B, could mean adding more than £16,000 to the sale price of the property.  In 

the North East, improved energy efficiency from band G to E could increase this value by more than £25,000 and 

the average home in the North West could see £23,000 added to its value. 

Energy and Climate Change Minister Greg Barker said: "We have long known the benefits of making energy saving 

improvements to the home, but this study is real evidence of the huge potential rewards. 

"Not only can energy efficient improvements help protect you against rising energy prices, but they can also add 

real value to your property. 

Barker also said that the Green Deal would help people reduce upfront costs and allow them to pay for a proportion 

of their costs through savings on bills. 

UK Green Building Council director of policy and communications John Alker said: "This research provides evidence 

that the retrofit industry has been craving for a long time. Energy efficiency not only reduces bills and makes for a 

more comfortable home, but - like a new kitchen or bathroom - it can actually add value to the property as well. 

"This puts the debate about payback of energy efficiency measures into context because it shows that the 

householder is likely to recoup their initial investment anyway. It also provides a timely boost for the Green Deal, 

which will bring down the upfront cost of a retrofit package for those who choose to use it." 

Energy non-compliance costs local authorities £65m per year 

The Property and Energy Professionals Association (PEPA) submitted a Freedom of Information request to ascertain 

how many local authorities in England and Wales were compliant with the Energy Performance of Buildings 
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Directive (EPBD). The directive requires all public buildings of more than 500sq m to display a current DEC. 

Shockingly only 47% claimed they were compliant. 

A 2011 study by the Chartered Institute of Building Service Engineers showed that where DECs were used to actively 

manage and reduce energy usage, savings of up to 14% were achieved. Therefore, extrapolated and applied to an 

estimated local authority energy spend of £750m per annum, a saving of £65m has been calculated. 

PEPA has pointed to the fact they see 'no political will within the Department of Communities and Government 

(DCLG) to address non-compliance' as the £1.9m of funding allocated to ensuring EPBD compliance is not ring-

fenced, and therefore does not have to be used for this purpose. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Energy-non-compliance-costs-local-authorities--65m-per-year/  

 

Events 

 

Growing Green Homes Conference and Workshops:  Thursday 27
th

 March 2014 

Wensum Valley Golf and Country Club, Beech Avenue, Taverham NR8 6HP 

Broadland Council would like to meet Norfolk-based SME suppliers and installers who have – or would like to get 

the credentials to supply low carbon services for a range of upcoming retrofit projects. In particular they are looking 

for expertise in off-gas heating and external wall insulation, although a wide range of other skills are also sought. 

Meet the buyers and find out how to get involved at our 4 hour conference/workshop (followed by networking 

lunch) on the 27
th

 March at Wensum Valley Golf and Country Club, Beech Avenue, Taverham. 

This event will be relevant to you if: 

• You are a Norfolk-based SME 

• You provide – or would like to provide – low carbon retrofit products or installation services 

You will be able to: 

• Find out about current and future demand for suppliers and subcontractors 

• Meet the buyers and find out about their work and how to work with them 

• Participate in breakout sessions covering topics such as understanding pre-qualification, ‘joined up’ 

contracting, retrofit challenges and products, how to increase your customer base  

• Network with the key organisations  

Places are limited - to make your booking for this event please click here: http://www.buildnorfolk.co.uk/Events/ 

Please note: places are limited to one representative per business. 

 

Vacancies 

 

Building Physics/Technical Engineer -  Ecological Building Systems UK Ltd – Carlisle 

We have an exciting new opportunity to join our team at Ecological Building Systems in Carlisle.  To provide full 

technical support to our customer base, primarily architects and contractors, advising them on the unique 

attributes and benefits of our product portfolio and how to incorporate them into their constructions.   

The appointed candidate will preferably be a recently graduated Engineer/Technician and have a good 

understanding of Building Physics, particularly Thermodynamics and Hygrothermics; as you’ll be advising customers 

on moisture control within the building envelope, heat and humidity and energy conservation.   

For more details contact Penny Randell on 01228 711511 and see further information on our website at 

http://www.ecologicalbuildingsystems.com/news-and-events/news_items/job-vacancy-building-physics-technical-

engineer/ 

 

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please 

email details to network@aecb.net. 


