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  March 2014 

 

AECB News  

 

2014 AECB Annual Conference comes to Bristol 

This year’s AECB conference will be held on 11th and 12th July 2014.  The conference will take place at Wills Hall, the oldest and 

most distinctive halls of residence at the University of Bristol, 'the most liveable city in the UK' says the dynamic mayor and AECB 

member, George Ferguson who will open the conference: 

'having steered Bristol to the title of European Green Capital for 2015, George Ferguson says that the city is now doing a lot to make 

itself worthy of the title, such as setting up an energy company. "We are turning into a solar city and becoming what I describe as a 

child- friendly city," (Guardian interview 11/13)  

It already looks as though our visit to Bristol is shaping up to be one of the best conferences yet!  Delegates can expect the usual 

high standard of technical workshops combined with additional presentations including some up-to-the-minute reports on current 

projects from local people. Bristol has long been at the forefront of green building which include many exciting building projects 

and retrofit initiatives 

This year’s workshop focus is on timber, looking at what it means to describe timber building as sustainable construction with 

presentations on building with timber from speakers from north-west Scotland and Wales. There is a review of teaching timber 

‘build it’ workshops at CAT, a look at hi-tech timber for low cost housing and the use of timber in Passivhaus builds. 

Additional presentations include the latest on retrofit - with real life data on actual performance to reflect on, ventilation strategies 

for low carbon buildings, and a briefing on AECB's CarbonLite retrofit course. 

Day one will close with a major debate on 'promoting environmental understanding in building' with participants from the Bristol 

based 'Green Register, the Centre for Alternative Technology, the Passivhaus Trust and others. 

As if all the above was not enough, site visits will be arranged to the inspirational Ashley Vale self build - 'beautiful high quality 

homes built for an affordable price and, most importantly, with community built in… this is the way it should be done!' commented 

a recent visitor. 

Following an overwhelming positive vote last year, this year’s conference will be open to non AECB members.  So, bring your 

friends and colleagues, and members - book your place in time – we are offering reduced rates this year for early booking.  All 

queries should be directed to conference@aecb.net. 

Launch of New AECB Facebook Page 

Please visit and ‘Like’ the new AECB Facebook page at http://tinyurl.com/nhghcda for updated news and events from the AECB.  

This page does not replace but will run alongside the AECB Facebook Group page which is a closed group and will continue to 

provide a source of information and discussion for members of within this group. 

Soapbox 

“Grrr, that is so annoying!”   “It really bugs me the way that …”   well, if something is bugging you, feel free to share it with fellow 

AECB members and the wider world, via our Soapbox feature.  Just drop a line to kate@aecb.net and sketch out what you have to 

say.  For more information or to read other Soapbox articles visit www.aecb.net/publications/publication-categories/soapbox/ 

Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) 2013 Version  

The English version of the 2013 issue of PHPP has now been released. A reduced rate is available to existing purchasers of previous 

versions. The price for upgrades is £105 plus VAT.  To take advantage of this reduced price please ensure that we have evidence of 

a previous purchase and order through sally@aecb.net - please note the upgrade cannot be ordered online and must be paid via 

cheque or BACs.    

The AECB will shortly be entering into a contract with the Passivhaus Institute (PHI) to sell the new SketchUp plugin designPH 

(English version).  Initially, designPH will only be on sale directly from PHI and will then be distributed via resellers in a few months - 

see www.designPH.org.   Thus this new designPH will be available to buy from AECB as a package with PHPP8.  Please 

check www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software  for updated information regarding availability. 

Note designPH WILL NOT be available as a standalone product without PHPP8, although it is planned to release a standalone demo 

in a few months.   See www.designPH.org for more details of the features. 
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Omnisense Remote Monitoring System 

 The AECB has negotiated an ongoing rate of benefit to members and can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring system at 

significantly preferential terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  The 

Omnisense system is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, temperature and 

moisture level. Currently members who have taken up this offer are monitoring various internal wall insulation constructions, 

insulated suspended timber floors, conditions within brickwork that has been externally insulated, etc 

To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum board has been set up 

for discussion – click http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 

Less is More:  Energy Security after Oil (LIM) from the AECB.  

Less is More is available to download as a PDF here.  We can also send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is More at a price 

of £25 each (inc P&P).  To place your order online with payment via credit card (Worldpaycredit) click 

http://www.aecb.net/products-page/aecb-publications/ or contact sally@aecb.net.  

Need phone and broadband at home? Make it greener  

 

By choosing The Co-operative Phone and Broadband, you are supporting an organisation that is committed to minimising its impact 

on the environment while still offering the best possible service to its customers.  

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband is provided by The Phone Co-op, an independent consumer co-operative which:  

• Invests in solar photovoltaic installations – over the last 18 months, it’s put £622k into solar energy generation, saving 

140 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per year 

• Supports community energy – in 2013, it put £45k into renewable energy projects 

• Offsets its carbon footprint by paying a levy on the CO2 emissions resulting from its activity 

• Promotes the use of more sustainable transport modes – 91% of business miles travelled in 2013 were by train, bus, bike 

or on foot 

• Uses electricity from renewable sources  

• Recycles 100% of its waste 

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband offers everything you need to stay connected; including mobile services.   

Members of AECB get a £10 credit on their first bill; 6% of their spend goes back to supporting AECB's work - just quote unique 

code AF0130 when switching. Find out more on http://www.thephone.coop/aecb . 

To switch today (or to register your interest if you are stuck in a contract with a different provider), call 01608 434 040 or click here: 

http://www.thephone.coop/home/schedule-reminder/  

AECB CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer courses 

AECB CarbonLite courses offer the chance to gain the internationally recognised Certified Passivhaus Designer qualification, whilst 

at the same time benefiting from learning uniquely tailored to UK building situations and showcasing UK examples. You can take 

the full Passivhaus Designer course, leading to the exam, or individual modules, such as ‘Fundamentals of Passivhaus’, to improve 

specific areas of knowledge. 

Our courses have been running and continuously updated for over 3 years, and are delivered by some of the most knowledgeable 

Passivhaus experts in the UK with proven experience of delivering successful Passivhaus buildings. The 2-week programme is 

delivered using a mixture of lectures, group and individual learning, and includes site visits to innovative Passivhaus developments, 

a chance to socialise and to build a support network of Passivhaus professionals.  

Find out more at www.aecb.net/carbonlite 

Our next course is coming up on the 28th April, please email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call 01752 542546 to book a place.  

An Early Bird price is available to AECB members booking on the to the full course before 28
th

 March. 

  Plymouth 2014  

Week 1 
 

Fundamentals of Passivhaus 28-April 
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Science of Passivhaus 29-30 April 

Construction of Passivhaus 1st May 

Thermal Bridging (optional) 2nd May 

Week 2   

Services 12-13 May 

PHPP 14-15 May 

Revision 16 May 

Exam 6th June  

Cost: £2,000 + VAT for AECB members, (£2,349 + VAT for non-members); from £249 + VAT for modules. See 

http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ for details.  

NEW Multiple Booking offer: available for advance multiple bookings from the same company for the whole Designer course and all 

delegates sitting the same course. Email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call 01752 542546 for more details. Terms & 

Conditions apply. 

Ecobuild 2014 and National Homebuilding and Renovating Show 

 

 

The AECB will have a stand at both Eco Build and the National Homebuilding and Renovating show. 

Ecobuild:  Tuesday 4
th

 to Thursday 6
th

 March 2014 

Ecobuild is being held from Tuesday 4
th

 to Thursday 6
th

 March 2014 at the ExCel Centre, London.   The AECB will be on stand N142 

so do pop over and say hello and if you have some spare time.  You would also be very welcome to be on the stand and help us 

promote the AECB and encourage people to join.  If you are giving presentations please let us know and we will flag it up on the 

stand. 

National Homebuilding and Renovating Show:  Thursday 27
th

 to Saturday 30
th

 March 2014 

As well as staffing the Advice Area the AECB will be having a small stand.  These will both be in the Sustainable Building area at the 

National Homebuilding and Renovating Show.  It would be good if any members who can get to Birmingham and have some time to 

spare could put in a few hours on the stand. 

• Over 500 specialist companies 

• Unrivalled FREE expert advice 

• 70+ seminars and masterclasses 

• PLUS Energy Saving Show Home 

To register for free tickets click http://tinyurl.com/o5zfwwe and enter your unique reference code B213450.  Complete your 

details.  Print off an e-ticket for each person you have registered (maximum 2).   

Complimentary tickets are valid for ONE DAY only from 27-30 March 2014 and must be claimed by midnight on Wednesday 26 

March 2014.    

To purchase additional discounted tickets for £10* (a £1.75 transaction fee applies.  Advance ticket offers expire at 3pm on 26 

March 2014.  Children aged 16 and under go free) visit www.homebuildingshow.co.uk or call 0844 5811377 and quote 

ADDNATIONAL. 

AECB Member Offer 

Centre of Refurbishment Excellence (CoRE) – Masterclasses on domestic retrofit 

CoRE is the not for profit, national centre of excellence for green building retrofit.   Their mission is to transfer practical retrofit 

knowledge to support excellence in retrofit products and projects across the domestic and non-domestic sectors.  CoRE’s network 

of Fellows is the UK’s largest bank of retrofit expertise, drawing together leading practitioners from construction, design and 

academia. They not only shape the CoRE agenda, but also share their knowledge with the growing number of active retrofitters 

through events, bespoke training and information sharing. Based in Stoke-on-Trent, CoRE is itself an example of refurbishment 

excellence, an international standard conference and training venue. 
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CoRE have pioneered 30 new Masterclasses on domestic retrofit, all designed and delivered by leading experts (our CoRE Fellows).  

For current courses see www.core-skills.com/events/  

AECB Member Discount 

CoRE Masterclasses usually cost £200+VAT but AECB members using a promotion code will only be charged £125+VAT – please 

contact Gill Rivers by email gill@aecb.net to obtain the promotion code. 

West Midland SME’s (small businesses) may be eligible for a free place at up to three events as part of CoRE’s ERDF (European 

Regional Development Fund) Business Support Programme.  To register your interest for a complimentary ticket, please select the 

‘West Midland’s SME’ ticket option. 

 

AECB Member News 

 

NatSol Ltd:  Compus Full Access compost toilet system winner of the 2013 Loo of the Year 

Awards 

Last year the Stoerhead Lighthouse Walker’s Car Park toilet in Assynt, Scotland was installed using AECB member Natsol’s Compus 

Full Access compost system with the latest stainless steel pedestal design.  All at Natsol and in Assynt were delighted when the 

toilet went on to win two categories in the 2013 Loo of the Year Awards.  It was the 26
th

 year of the Loo of the Year Awards and 

there were over 1400 entries nationwide.  Each entry was inspected individually and graded on different criteria.   Assynt’s Natsol 

compost toilet won the Best Scottish Eco Friendly Toilet and the Best Scottish Car Park Toilet.  The accolades made the BBC news in 

December. 

A £1 charge has been placed on the Stoerhead Lighthouse toilet from the outset.  In the first few weeks it raised over £800 for the 

Assynt Community Association.  Natsol are proud to have provided the compost toilet for such a worthy project and look forward 

to being involved in many more great projects in 2014.   

For further information visit  www.natsol.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Accredited Passivhaus Design (Part Of  The Tooley & Foster Partnership) 

Work has started on site for one of the first Passivhaus dwellings in the East End of London.  With Passivhaus energy advice from 

Accredited Passivhaus Design (APD) and a contemporary design by Tectonics Architects, the 3 bedroom house is sited between 

Victorian villas near London Fields, Hackney. 

APD’s Certified Passivhaus Designer Peter Ranken said ‘ It was a challenge reaching the Passivhaus energy targets because at mid-

day the house sits in the shadows of the 4 storey houses to the South, and it has only 2 storeys with a half-basement ground floor’.  

Nonetheless the house meets the very low energy needs of a Passivhaus through thermal bridge free construction, using externally 

insulated insitu concrete and CLT timber walls. Warmth is provided through the west facing triple glazed windows and by three 

electric towel rails. 

Accredited Passivhaus Design is part of The Tooley & Foster Partnership, which has over 120 years’ experience of designing 

attractive buildings for individuals and developers as well as public and voluntary organisations.   

For more information visit www.accreditedpassivhausdesign.com. 
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Local Group News 

 

For full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events please visit www.aecb.net/events/  for up to date information on 

all of these events including dates, times and venues or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your name be added to a Local 

Group mailing list. 

Forthcoming Local Group Events in March 2014: 

Cornwall Local Group  

Claire Maye of the Cornwall Group invites AECB members to a morning talk by Al & Sue Tunnington on rainwater harvesting and 

SUDS systems. 

Al & Sue Tunnington are of Raincatcher Products & Services, a family owned and run company specialising in an environmentally 

friendly method of Rainwater harvesting, ground stabilisation, flood prevention and SuDS techniques.   They also own and run 

Ecogrid, known for its plastic, porous paving system. 

Date:   Thursday 7
th

 March 2014 from 9.30 – 12.30  

Venue:   Victoria Commercial Centre, Station Approach, Roche, PL26 8LG 

Rainwater harvesting and greywater recycling are just one part of a sustainable water strategy with flooding being an increasing 

issue in the UK due to higher incidence of intense storm events and summer droughts becoming more common place. This, coupled 

with the rising demand for potable water is leading to greater stress on our existing water supplies and drainage systems in the UK. 

RSVP Bookings by email to claire@csbt.org.uk  

Brighton Local Group 

Jim Miller and Tim Small of the of the Brighton Group hold regular ‘techie’ meetings that provide an informal opportunity for 

individuals to discuss sustainable building practices and techniques – concentrating on the technical issues.  It also provides a forum 

for commercial networking and socialising. 

Time and Date:   Every second Tuesday of the month, from 7.00 pm until about 10.30pm  

Venue:   The Battle of Trafalgar, 34 Guildford Road, Brighton BN1 3LW   

The evening is likely to be useful for architects, building contractors, and associated trades, people looking to have sustainable 

building works carried out (new build or renovation).  However, all are welcome, including skilled self-builders and DIYers.  For 

more information contact the debbie@aecb.net, or see http://www.jimmillerdesign.co.uk/blog/ under Brighton Sustainable 

Building Drinks. 

Wales/Cymru Local Group 

AECB Cymru Group members have been invited to visit an extensively renovated home in Llandrindod Wells.  The architect Nick 

Salt and the client, Nick Talbot, will be giving an illustrated talk on the project. 

The work has been carried out with two main objectives in mind: 

a) drastically reduce the carbon footprint of the property, and 

b) apply permaculture principles in developing the garden and the relationship between the house and garden 

Date and Time:  Saturday 15th March 2014 at 2.00pm 

Venue:   Trosnant, Park Lane, Llandrindod Wells, Powys LD1 5NN 

“Trosnant” was built as a bungalow in the 1970s.  Over the past 18 months, the property has been extensively renovated and a 

two-story extension added, converting part of the original loft space. 

Work on the original bungalow has involved extensive insulation work including fitting external insulation to walls, re-roofing and 

fitting floor insulation internally.  There has been an emphasis on improving air tightness and an MVHR system has now been 

installed.  The property uses room-sealed wood stoves as the primary heating source and has a glazed “winter garden” built on the 

south side, designed to provide solar gain in the winter seasons. Glazing areas have been reduced, particularly on the north side 

and there is triple glazing throughout. The house also has Solar PVs and a Solar Thermal system. 

Please note that this is a private home and booking is required.  RSVP by email to the Group Leader directly or c/o Debbie, 

debbie@aecb.net.   Tea and coffee will be served (please give a donation on the day towards the cost). 

As there is limited parking at Trosnant we request  people who do not mind a short walk to park in the car park by the former 

Grosvenor Stores.   Please do not to park on the grass verges or passing places along Park Lane.   

Lift-share:  If you are travelling to this event and would be willing to give a fellow member a lift please contact Debbie who will add 

this information to this post. 
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News  

 

Funding for Green Open Homes events 

The national Green Open Homes network provides support for organisers, and a competition offering funding to help get events 

going. The network aims to support existing event organisers and to help more events take place in local communities, because 

they are an excellent way of encouraging people to make energy saving improvements to their own homes.  

About 30 funding awards (totalling £140,000) have been made so far and there is still time to apply for grant awards of up to 

£2,000 to help with event costs, only available while there is still funding left in the pot, so apply 

soon! http://www.greenopenhomes.net/support-for-organisers/competition.  

Green Open Homes is funded by the Department of Energy and Climate Change and delivered by the http://www.cse.org.uk/ in 

partnership with http://www.bristolgreendoors.org/.  The network benefits from advisory support from Forum for the Future, the 

National Trust, Transition Network and the Association of Environmentally Conscious Builders.  

There are lots of other events coming up all around the country - see what's happening near you on 

http://www.greenopenhomes.net/.  

Industry urges Gov to push ahead with zero carbon non-domestic buildings 

The Government must urgently push ahead with plans to ensure all new non domestic buildings are built to zero carbon standards 

from 2019, a report from a UK-GBC industry Task Group warns.  The report, Building Zero Carbon - the case for action, argues that 

there is a "very strong economic case" for a robust definition of zero carbon, but that current efforts to meet higher standards are 

"fragmented and disparate" in the absence of a clear policy framework.  According to the report, this lack of clarity is "creating 

inefficiencies and the loss of global export opportunities" within the industry. 

The Task Group of companies from across the buildings supply chain urges Government to restate its commitment to the 2019 

target and set out a clear and ambitious definition of zero carbon. The last time Government publicly committed to the target was 

in December 2010.   

The report also calls on Government to create a 'roadmap' to 2019 and beyond which sets out the parameters of the zero carbon 

standard, enabling industry to invest in innovation and skills. Zero carbon should also include an extended definition of regulated 

energy which covers more fixed building services such as lifts, escalators and over-door heaters, as well as other unregulated 

energy uses and embodied carbon beyond 2019. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Industry-urges-Government-to-push-ahead-with-zero-carbon-non-domestic-buildings-/  

IKEA's FSC certificate suspended for poor forestry practices in Russia 

Furniture giant IKEA has had its forest management certificate suspended for its operations in Karelia, Russia, after the Forest 

Stewardship Council (FSC) revealed concerns with poor forestry practices.  The FSC, which promotes the responsible management 

of the world's woodland, said that forest management issues such as a lack of proper environmental impact assessments used at 

the local level before harvest has led the organisation to suspend IKEA's FSC certificate for its Karelia operations, which is near the 

Russian-Finnish border. 

Media reports in the Sunday Times (23 February) and the Daily Mail (24 February) suggested that Swedwood, IKEA's forestry 

subsidiary, was felling 600-year old trees from protected woolands in Karelia. Rainforest Foundation UK executive director Simon 

Counsell told the Sunday Times that ancient trees would have ended up in cut-price IKEA furniture. However, a FSC spokeswoman 

dismissed this reason for IKEA's FSC certificate suspension. 

An FSC spokeswoman told edie.net that the main reasons for suspension are: 

• Lack of proper environmental impact assessment used at the local level before harvest; 

• Failure to maintain at least one forest clump per each seven-hectare opening; 

• Failure to identify key biotopes (an area of uniform environmental conditions providing a living place for a specific 

assemblage of plants and animals) before harvest; 

• Harvest within buffer zones around marshes and steep slopes, and on landscape features that could be used to maintain 

patchiness within the forest; 

• Failure to change from large-scale clearcuts to narrow strip harvesting or to smaller clearcuts (up to several hectares), 

shelterwood cuts or selection harvest; and 

• Failure by forest engineers to wear protective equipment when clearing trees that had fallen across a road. 

The FSC also said that it welcomed the fact that both Swedwood and IKEA had committed to correcting the deviations. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/IKEA-s-FSC-certificate-suspended-for-poor-forestry-practices-in-Russia/  

UK food security faces 'real threat' from international water shortages 
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Despite the UK experiencing the wettest winter in 250 years, researchers are warning that Britain's food supply is likely to become 

increasingly susceptible to global water shortages.  Researchers from the University of Bath and University of Loughborough have 

warned that many everyday commodities, such as food and manufactured goods, and especially those that rely on the availability 

of land or water, are sensitive to climate change on a global scale. 

The research group claims that some of Britain's most important water-trading partners are already water scarce and now face 

increasing scarcity from climate change.  The research group has also outlined how countries like Britain that depend on climate-

sensitive imported resources can reduce risk, through measures such as investing in the development of exporting nations, and by 

improving trade relations with potential new supplying nations. The study is the latest in a string of research reports looking at the 

implications of water scarcity. 

Earlier this week, researchers at Newcastle University called on UK policymakers to give greater consideration to the electricity 

sector's 'water footprint', as water shortages are likely to impact energy generation in the future.    

In July last year, the Committee on Climate Change released a report that claimed farmers in England are facing challenges to meet 

the demands of a growing population due to rising water scarcity fuelled by climate change. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/4/UK-food-security-faces--real-threat--from-international-water-shortages-/  

Water shortages will put UK energy security 'in danger' say researchers 

UK policymakers are being called on to give greater consideration to the electricity sector's 'water footprint', as water shortages are 

likely to impact energy generation in the future.  Researchers at Newcastle University have said that greater consideration of water 

usage in the sector will help minimise the risk of power stations having to reduce production or, in extreme scenarios, shut down 

altogether if water shortages mean they cannot remain operational. 

The warnings coincide with a paper by Newcastle University, to be published in Global Environmental Change, which evaluates the 

demands for cooling water from the UK electricity sector.  The paper also shows that the location of generation facilities in the 

Governments energy generation plans could have a significant impact on the UK's water systems. 

Earlier this month, the World Bank launched an initiative to help countries mitigate the impact of water scarcity on energy security, 

arguing that water shortages are now slowing down global energy production.  The project, Thirsty Energy, will explore the energy-

water nexus by identifying synergies and quantifying trade-offs between energy development plans and water use. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/4/Water-shortages-could-put-UK-energy-security--in-danger--say-researchers-/  

EGNI Share Offer 

Egni is Awel Aman Tawe’s latest project and is seeking investment from the public to install solar panels on 7 community buildings 

in South Wales. Egni is a co-operative and so this is your chance to invest in a sustainable green future.  

The total cost of the panels is £155,000. We have already raised £11,000 since our launch last week. The Share Offer will close on 

April 3
rd

 2014 

You can invest between £250 and £20,000. We project a 4% rate of return per annum which will rise to 10% with tax relief if you 

are an income tax payer (http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/seedeis/).  Please read our http://egni.coop/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Egni-

Share-Offer-Document.pdf  carefully. 

These are fantastic community buildings which are the hub of their villages. They include Brynaman Public Hall, built by the miners 

in the 1920s with the biggest cinema screen in Wales; Dove Workshop in Banwen which was established by local women during the 

miners’ strike and now provides training courses, a crèche, a cafe and a range of other projects. 

Egni will provide free electricity to the buildings and prevent more than 1,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions over the course 

of the project. Investors will be repaid from income from the Feed-in Tariff. 

Please see our website for http://egni.coop/join-egni-coop/frequently-asked-questions/ to other energy cooperatives in the UK 

who have been running this model successfully for a number of years. 

To find out how to invest, http://egni.coop/join-egni-coop/.  

If you have any further questions, please phone Dan McCallum or Carl Richards on 01639 830870. 

Consumers And Installers “Failed By Eco Scheme” 

Some of the UK’s poorest households are being failed by one of the Government’s flagship carbon reduction initiatives.  Under the 

Energy Companies Obligation scheme, the “Big Six” energy suppliers are expected to invest around £1billion a year to provide 

almost 250,000 low income homes with free A-rated boilers and insulation. 

But, according to Futureproof – a national network launched last year to help people take advantage of ECO – thousands of boiler 

instalments are being delayed because of the lack of a robust system to administer the process.  Gas heating engineers are also 

being hit with many going unpaid by approved Green Deal providers for jobs they have completed or finding forms they have 

submitted for potential boiler replacements being rejected. 

Adam Mitchell, a director of Futureproof, called on the Government to urgently review the way ECO was being implemented. He 

listed a number of key issues that need to be addressed, including: 
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• Lack of one overarching Ofgem-approved system for capturing and administering consumer enquiries – different 

methods are currently used including online and paper-based; 

• Lack of structure allowing Green Deal providers to dictate terms to installers offering no guarantee of payment; 

• Too much of the collected documentation is being rejected by providers because it does not comply with requirements; 

• Technical surveys at people’s homes are being carried out by sales people when they should be being carried out only by 

Gas Safe Registered engineers; 

• Door-to-door sales people are damaging ECO by making false promises to consumers, leaving thousands of people 

without heating; 

• Energy companies are driving down costs making the system unworkable; 

• Lack of quality control and regulation leading to many installers losing their jobs because of the failure of ECO to deliver 

as promised. 

Mitchell said Futureproof had made a significant investment in developing its own quality management system (QMS) which he 

says could be used as the industry-wide model. He is in talks with a number of Green Deal providers and energy suppliers and also 

hopes to meet with Government representatives and Ofgem. 

The Energy Companies Obligation (ECO) is the grant-funded element of the Green Deal and the cost of the boilers is met by the “Big 

Six” energy suppliers including British Gas, E.ON, Scottish Power, Npower, SSE and EDF.  If someone owns their home or is a private 

tenant they could be eligible for a 100% grant to pay for a new boiler. The boiler would be installed by a Gas Safe Registered Boiler 

installer. 

For more information, call 08438 490607 or visit www.futureproofnetwork.co.uk  

 

Events 

 

Sustainable Building Materials, Inverness, 18th March   

The Alliance for Sustainable Building Products (ASBP) is partnering with A+DS, Sust, GCU, Historic Scotland and University of Ulster 

to co-host this event. Kiem are amongst the exhibitors.  

Please get in touch with Simon Corbey for more information at simon@asbp.org.uk.  

Updates on the website as they happen – go to http://asbp.us5.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=c613327e6516c95b10ad7daa1&id=b59a0b6f16&e=f6e5b1b401  

Wall insulation: getting it right in old buildings – 25
th

 March  

This is a conference organised by The Wales Traditional & Sustainability Building Skills Advisory Group.  It is being held on Tuesday 

25th March 2014 at Court Coleman Manor in Bridgend.   

Houses built before 1919 make up ⅓ of the building stock of Wales - nearly 500,000 homes - and these buildings already face 

challenges in both their conservation and in understanding their fabric.  Is it possible to tackle these challenges as well as reduce 

and conserve energy in old buildings? 

 The aims of this conference are to: 

• Look at different approaches to insulating the walls of old buildings – both externally and internally  

• Explore the risks associated with a variety of installations 

• Showcase a range of case studies illustrating practice appropriate for old buildings 

A number of experts will be presenting information on this subject, including Colin King from BRE, John Edwards from Cadw and 

Neil May from Natural Building Technologies and STBA.  Examining case studies, including Arbed and Grove Cottage will be a key 

part of the conference.    The intended Audience is all of those involved in the promotion, design, specification and installation of 

energy saving measures in old buildings, including Surveyors, Builders, Architects, Planners and Building Control Officers 

The cost of attendance will be £30/delegate including lunch and refreshments 

For further information and booking, contact:  

Nell Hellier c/o Tywi Centre, Dinefwr Farm, Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire SA19 6RT 

(01558 825271) or email nhellier@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 

 

Debate: Embodied Carbon; How and when? – London, 9th April    
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A debate organised by The Alliance for Sustainable Building Products (ASBP) 

Please join us to debate the following motion: “The measurement of embodied carbon should be included within 2019 zero carbon 

targets”  As part of UKGBC embodied carbon week, we will be hosting this lively debate. Whilst our speakers acknowledge the 

importance of measurement, they disagree on the timing.  

Opposing the motion will be: Sarah Cary, British Land, John Dowling, BCSA and one other tbc 

Supporting: Gary Newman, ASBP CEO, Andrew Carpenter, Structural Timber Association and one other tbc 

The event will be chaired by Philippa Gill, Tishman Speyer. Venue: UCL, 15.00 -17.00 followed by drinks. Free to attend. 

Please book by emailing Debbie@asbp.org.uk  

Site Visit - Thames View Estate 1st April 

Barking, Essex - Tuesday 1st April 2014, 2pm To 4pm   

This major development between Jerram Falkus Construction and Pollard Thomas Edwards architects  is now in its final stages. This 

is an excellent opportunity to visit the site before full occupation.  It’s a development at the Thames View Estate (Barking, Essex) of 

276 new affordable homes and 151 new family homes with private gardens. This follows the demolition of the Eastern side at the 

Thames View Estate of its low, medium and high rise blocks.  All units will reach Level 4 of the code for sustainable homes. The first 

stage includes an energy centre which will provide hot water for the whole of the Eastern end of the Thames View Estate. 

The site visit will include a presentation by the architects and developer followed by a tour. 

Go to http://goodhomes.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c5cc9e24a9bb628be7479d70&id=d6ba9ee678&e=a516157029 for 

further details. 

COST: Free to all GHA members and £50 plus VAT to non-members. 

To book a place please email Anne@goodhomes.org.uk or call 020 7704 3503. 

Eco Open Houses April 2014:  Worthing and Steyning  

Low Carbon Trust, Transition Towns Worthing and Steyning 10:10, in collaboration with Green Open Homes, are excited to launch 

the first Eco Open Homes network for Worthing and Steyning. 

Over two weekends in April, various homes will be open to the public to see how you can save money on energy and water bills, 

whilst staying warm and comfortable and reducing your carbon footprint.  

The Worthing event is open on the 11
th

-12
th

 April 2014 and the Steyning event on the 27
th

 April 2014. It is free to visit any of the 

houses and all are welcome.  For more further information visit http://ecoopenhouses.greenopenhomes.net 

Green Architecture Day, Saturday 5
th

 April 2014 – University of Brighton 

Building to thrive – exploring how we can flourish in the built environment – with keynote speaker Satish Kumar, editor-in-chief 

of https://www.resurgence.org/magazine/resurgence-ecologist.html and internationally renowned speaker on ecological and 

spiritual issue. Satish will speak about Architecture for Health and explore how architecture connects with the land, benefiting 

health.  

http://www.brightonpermaculture.org.uk/courses-conferences-and-events/gad-general/191-green-architecture-day.html, hosted 

by http://www.brightonpermaculture.org.uk/, showcases the UK’s most pioneering architects in sustainable design. The event 

offers a unique opportunity to learn about the cities of the future, why we should design for resilience, and to hear inspirational 

talks from the UKs most pioneering innovators.   

In order to attend you simply need to register at 

http://www.brightonpermaculture.org.uk/component/civicrm/?task=civicrm%2Fevent%2Fregister&id=444&gid=1&reset=1.   

Low Carbon Buildings: What About Health and Wellbeing? Leeds, 18 June  

UK Indoor Environments Group Conference at the University of Leeds, Wednesday 18th June 2014 

In a world dominated by debates on an energy insecure future, climate change and unstable economies, this Conference addresses 

research evidence and case studies on the trade-offs between indoor environmental quality, energy/carbon use and 

health/productivity. 

Deadline for abstract submission: 14th March 2014 

Book by 1st March for limited stands available for delegates from industry, £200 (includes 1 delegate fee)  

Further information and booking details on University of Leeds website go to http://asbp.us5.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=c613327e6516c95b10ad7daa1&id=f986efa1ba&e=f6e5b1b401  

 

Publications 
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New from IHS BRE Press 

• Understanding the choices for building controls, by Andy Lewry, BRE 

ISBN 978-1-84806-359-4 

The control of energy in smaller buildings is generally poor, despite the availability of a range of tried and tested systems 

incorporating both mature and innovative technologies. The installation of heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) zone 

controls, optimising controllers for wet heating systems, and lighting controls are encouraged by the government. Financial support 

through the enhanced capital allowances (ECA) scheme and good practice guidance from the Carbon Trust is provided. Despite this, 

specifications are often limited to the minimum requirements;  innovative technologies, such as pre-programmed packaged 

building energy management systems (BEMS) and demand control ventilation (DCV), are rarely applied.  

This Information Paper addresses the barriers to applying energy efficient control systems by providing simple explanations of 

innovative technology, what it can do, where and why it can and should be used - the pros and cons, and how to get to an effective 

solution in practice. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327310  

• Operating BEMS: A practical approach to building energy management systems by Andy Lewry, BRE    

ISBN 978-1-84806-360-0  

Building energy management systems (BEMS) are often an integral part of a wider building management system (BMS), their 

purpose being to optimise the building's energy use. These systems are commonplace in larger buildings and are rapidly becoming 

standard. This has also been recognised by the industry, culminating in the publication of BS EN 15232:2012 (Energy performance 

of buildings – Impact of building automation, controls and building management). This European Standard is aimed at the design of 

the system and not at how to maintain and operate it.  

The impact, in practical terms, is that the design of such systems is generally very good and commissioning is acceptable. However, 

the understanding and operation of such systems at the user level is generally poor. As a result, the need to maintain these systems 

to realise the ongoing saving potential is not generally recognised by the end-user and/or the engineering services provider, which 

often means the systems are not maintained to the level required. In addition, the settings are not reconsidered and revised when 

significant changes occur to either the building or how it is used. There is therefore a need to provide practical advice to building 

users on how to operate these systems effectively and thereby realise potential energy savings. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327309  

• Selecting lighting controls by  Paul Littlefair, BRE 

ISBN 9781848063655 

Lighting controls can give important energy savings and their reasonable provision is required by Building Regulations whenever 

lighting work is carried out in buildings that are not dwellings. When choosing lighting controls, it is important to take into account 

the type of space, how it is used and the amount of daylight available.  

Find out what the common types of control and how to calculate energy savings. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327318  

• Sound insulation Part 1 An introduction – G Timmins and I West, BRE 

ISBN 9781848063570 

This Good Building Guide provides practical guidance for designers, construction managers and operatives, and property 

developers on understanding the requirements of national building regulations concerning the provision of sound insulation in 

dwellings. Part 1 explains the importance of providing good sound insulation between and within homes. It describes:  

• the problems associated with neighbour noise 

• how to satisfy the current regulatory requirements in England and Wales 

• methods of measuring sound transmission in dwellings.  

Considering the requirements relating to sound insulation at an early stage of any development reduces the likelihood of costly 

remediation measures and delays at completion. 

Parts 2 and 3 give advice on providing the correct level of sound insulation when constructing new dwellings and converting a 

building into multiple dwellings. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327319  

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please email details to 

network@aecb.net. 


