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      April 2014 

 

AECB News  

 

AECB Annual Conference and AGM:  Wills Hall, University of Bristol - 11
th

 and 12
th

 July 2014 

With most of the workshops now confirmed, this year’s event looks like being a really good one.  The major themes are retrofit and 

working with timber, with lots of up to date and inspiring information about Bristol initiatives. 

• Trip to Ashley Vale Community Self Build and retrofit projects. 

• Kate de Selincourt, Does natural ventilation work? 

• Fran Bradshaw and Mike Whitfield, on 2 new and different timber fame buildings to Passivhaus 

• Andy Simmonds launching the AECB Retrofit Carbonlite programme. 

• Aubrey Meyer from GCI on the wider background to action on climate change. 

• Alan Clarke on heating low energy buildings. 

• Bristol Green Doors, a local retrofit project. 

• Tomas Gartner and David Gale on Building Biology 

• Bill Butcher and Mark Elton on large and small retrofits using timber. 

• Harry Paticas on monitoring moisture in historic building retrofit, to AECB Silver Standard. 

• Jon Broome on ‘How to do good buildings in wood’ 

• Cath Hassell briefing for designers, on UK flooding 

• Jonathan Hines  on Welsh timber/Brettstapel building/Archihaus,  

• Bernard Plantrose from N Scotland, on managing woodland, sawmilling and fabricating timber buildings using home-

grown timber. 

• Other workshops and speakers to be confirmed. 

Panel discussion on how to Promote Environmental Understanding in Building, including Lucy Pedlar from the Green Register and 

Trish Andrews from CAT.  For the first time this year’s conference is open to non members.   Further details with regard to booking 

can be found at www.aecb.net.   

Please note that the Early Bird booking deadline is 6
th

 June 2014. 

Soapbox Article from Gary Newman:  “Stop Dragging your Feet on a Materials Standard” 

With the short lives of some of our commercial buildings, embodied emissions may make up more than half of their total lifetime 

impact.  Yet Government has turned its face away from a sustainable materials standard, and industry is dragging their feet – quite 

unnecessarily, argues AECB member Gary Newman, a founder of the Alliance for Sustainable Building Products. 

In the latest AECB Soapbox Gary makes the case for some feasible steps that could be taken now, and that would make a huge 

difference to buildings’ impact.  Doing nothing, he says, missed a huge opportunity and imperils the credibility of the sustainability 

standards we do have. See http://www.aecb.net/category/soapbox/  

ASBP is running one of a series of events in London this week looking at these issues in detail: their event on Wednesday afternoon 

debates the motion: “The measurement of embodied carbon should be included within 2019 zero carbon definitions for non-

domestic buildings” see http://www.asbp.org.uk/events/detail/?eId=36.  For information about the week as a whole see 

http://www.ukgbc.org/content/embodied-carbon-week-2014 
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Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) 2013 Version  

The English version of the 2013 issue of PHPP has now been released. A reduced rate is available to existing purchasers of previous 

versions. The price for upgrades is £105 plus VAT.  To take advantage of this reduced price please ensure that we have evidence of 

a previous purchase and order through sally@aecb.net - please note the upgrade cannot be ordered online and must be paid via 

cheque or BACs.    

The AECB will shortly be entering into a contract with the Passivhaus Institute (PHI) to sell the new SketchUp plugin designPH 

(English version).  Initially, designPH will only be on sale directly from PHI and will then be distributed via resellers in a few months 

– see www.designPH.org.    

Thus this new designPH will be available to buy from AECB as a package with PHPP8.  Please 

check www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software  for updated information regarding availability. 

Note designPH WILL NOT be available as a standalone product without PHPP8, although it is planned to release a standalone demo 

in a few months.   See www.designPH.org for more details of the features. 

AECB CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer courses 

With Passivhaus expertise more and more in demand, AECB CarbonLite courses offer the chance to gain the internationally 

recognised Certified Passivhaus Designer qualification. At the same time you will be benefiting from material uniquely tailored to 

UK building situations and showcasing UK examples. You can take the full Passivhaus Designer course, leading to the exam, or 

individual modules, such as 'Fundamentals of Passivhaus', to improve specific areas of knowledge. 

Our trainers are highly experience UK experts who are actually designing/ building Passivhaus in UK.  Amongst others, Bill Butcher, 

Eric Parks, Mark Siddall, Alan Clarke and Nick Grant. Not to mention Peter Warm and the rest of the WARM staff who have 

supported over 200 buildings in low energy design, and are Passivhaus certifiers. Their collective experience includes non-domestic 

buildings, large residential schemes and real Passivhaus construction experience 

Our courses have been running and continuously updated for over 4 years, with proven experience of delivering successful 

Passivhaus buildings. The 2-week programme is delivered using a mixture of lectures, group and individual learning, and includes 

site visits to innovative Passivhaus developments, a chance to socialise and to build a support network of Passivhaus professionals. 

Find out more at http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ 

Our next course is coming up on the 28th April, please email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call Ingrid on 01752 542546 to 

book a place.  

 
Plymouth 2014  

Bristol  

2014 

London 

2014 

Week 1 

Fundamentals of Passivhaus 28-Apr 08-Sep 03-Nov 

Science of Passivhaus 29-30 Apr 9-10 Sep 04-05 Nov 

Construction of Passivhaus 01-May 11-Sep 06-Nov 

Thermal Bridging (optional) 02-May 12-Sep 07-Nov 

Week 2     

Services 12-13 May 22-23 Sep 17-18 Nov 

PHPP 14-15 May 24-25 Sep 19-20 Nov 

Revision 16-May 26-Sep 21-Nov 

Exam 06-Jun 18-Oct 05-Dec 

Cost: £2,000 + VAT for AECB members, (£2,349 + VAT for non-members); from £249 + VAT for modules. See 

http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ for details. 

NEW Multiple Booking offer: available for advance multiple bookings from the same company for the whole Designer course and all 

delegates sitting the same course. Email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call 01752 542546 for more details. Terms and 

Conditions apply. 

Omnisense Remote Monitoring System 

The AECB has negotiated an ongoing rate of benefit to members and can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring system at 

significantly preferential terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  The 

Omnisense system is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, temperature and 

moisture level. Currently members who have taken up this offer are monitoring various internal wall insulation constructions, 

insulated suspended timber floors, conditions within brickwork that has been externally insulated, etc. 
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To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum board has been set up 

for discussion – click http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 

Less is More:  Energy Security after Oil (LIM) from the AECB.  

Less is More is available to download as a PDF http://www.aecb.net/publications/less-is-more-energy-security-after-oil/.   We can 

also send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is More at a price of £25 each (inc P&P).  To place your order online with 

payment via credit card (Worldpaycredit) click here or contact sally@aecb.net. 

Funding for green open homes events 

 

The national Green Open Homes network provides support for organisers, and a competition offering funding to help get events 

going.  The network aims to support existing event organisers and to help more events take place in local communities, because 

they are an excellent way of encouraging people to make energy saving improvements to their own homes. 

A large proportion of UK housing needs upgrading to become more energy efficient – to tackle people’s rising energy bills, make 

homes warmer, and reduce the nation’s carbon emissions.  A number of successful Open Home days/weekends featuring low 

carbon measures have been held around the country in recent years.  They typically feature householders opening their homes to 

the public to share their experience of different energy-saving measures such as internal wall and under-floor insulation, draft-

proofing and solar energy. 

A competition has so far helped about 30 groups with funding (totalling £140,000), but event organisers can still apply for grant 

awards of up to £2,000 to help with event costs, only available while there is still funding left in the pot, so apply 

soon! http://www.greenopenhomes.net/support-for-organisers/competition.  

There are many events happening around the country, with more being added to the dedicated http://www.greenopenhomes.net/  

website all the time.  If you’re interested in looking for an event to visit, or if you have a home that you’d like to open and want to 

find a group why not take a look and see if anything is happening near you.  If you can’t find a local event then why not think about 

hosting one yourself? There’s a range of free resources to help organisers that give advice on getting started, insurance, marketing 

and recruiting hosts and volunteers. For more information contact the Green Open Homes team on communities@cse.org.uk or 

call 0117 934 1400. 

Green Open Homes is funded by the Department of Energy and Climate Change and delivered by the http://www.cse.org.uk/ in 

partnership with http://www.bristolgreendoors.org/. The network benefits from advisory support from Forum for the Future, the 

National Trust, Transition Network and the Association of Environmentally Conscious Builders.  

 

AECB Member News 

To Russia with Love:  Sheffield based Social Enterprise is at Winter Olympics 2014 

AECB member, Recovery Insulation (RI) is a Sheffield-based social enterprise that manufactures and distributes Inno-Therm® – a 

non-itch, high performance ‘eco’ thermal and acoustic insulation – made primarily from recycled cotton/denim industrial waste and 

jeans. 

Inno-Therm® was recently installed for acoustic application for a major American broadcasting venue at the Winter Olympic XXII 

Games in Sochi. The insulation that was sent to Russia was first used at the London Games, 2012.  As part of the broadcasting 

company's Green Initiative, to avoid creating unnecessary landfill, the Inno-Therm® used at the 2012 Games was re-used at Sochi.  

Inno-Therm® acoustic is also being used for setting-up home recording studios in Sheffield and elsewhere in UK.  

For every m
2
 of insulation sold, Recovery Insulation donates a percentage of profits to the education charity, the Schools and 

Homes Energy Education Project/Solar-Active – supporting renewable energy, fuel and money-saving activities in local/national 

schools and community projects.  Recovery Insulation has received funding from The Key Fund (part funded by the EDRF) to aid in 

the continual manufacturing and distribution process.  Recovery Insulation is also seeking investment to aid in developing 

marketing, employment and training opportunities.  For more information contact: info@inno-therm.com, (0114 2587639 / 

07968844891) or visit www.inno-therm.com  

Recovery Insulation has also been selected by Kevin McCloud as one of the 10 eco-innovation green heroes and will be exhibiting 

INNO-THERM at Grand Design Live in London from 3
rd

 to 11
th

 May 2014.  You can find details at this link. http://goo.gl/MbEMVW 

Greenheart Sustainable Construction LLP 

Rose Cottage, Bristol - Airtightness 0.35 m3/m2hr 
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Following the well attended open day at our Rose Cottage project in Bristol, we thought an update was in order. 

The house was finished and the client moved in on time. An airtightness rating of 0.35 m3/m2hr was achieved. This is well below 

the Passivhaus standard & obtained without the use of certified windows and doors (Velfac 200 series), indicating that the 

structure is extremely airtight.  This can only be achieved when all members of the workforce understand the concept, and have 

the ability and experience to put it into practice. We would like to congratulate all our workers on their achievements. 

The clients love their new house which is proving to be very comfortable to live in and cheap to run:  "This type of low energy, air 

tight construction demands skills that are rare within the construction industry and requires a thoughtful and knowledgeable 

contractor. Greenheart were meticulous in their approach to detailing throughout the project. This care was borne out both in the 

quality of the finishes and in the level of airtight-ness achieved at the end of the process. 

The building has exceeded expectations in terms of comfort and energy use. Whilst we often use the wood burner for a few hours 

in the evening during winter, the house has needed no other heating." – Tom Russell, owner 

Ring 0117 942 9717, email info@greenheartuk.com, or visit www.greenheartuk.com  

The Spring 2014 newsletter from ech20 now available. 

 

The tenth issue of what is now an award winning newsletter is now available! Thanks to everyone who congratulated us on our 

achievement and, as always, thanks to those who have sent in comments and suggestions.  Please keep them coming. As ever, we 

hope you enjoy reading it and find the links useful, inspirational or just plain fun. 

Go to http://www.ech2o.co.uk/newsletter_14spring.shtml  

Low Carbon Trust is a nominee for a Green Blogger Award 2014 

Award winning http://www.lowcarbon.co.uk/home/what-we-do was set up in 2001, with a vision to tackle climate change in the 

built environment. With innovation spanning over a decade, a mix of low-carbon construction projects, including 

http://www.lowcarbon.co.uk/earthship-brighton, http://www.lowcarbon.co.uk/education, http://www.lowcarbon.co.uk/training 

and http://www.ecoopenhouses.org/, Low Carbon Trust are leaders in green building.   

Low Carbon Trust’s website at http://www.lowcarbon.co.uk/home has now been recognized and been nominated for 

http://www.jacksondesignandremodeling.com/blogger-awards.  

Mischa Hewitt, Director of Low Carbon Trust said “we are delighted to be nominated in recognition for our work. We have exciting 

ideas for a new website, and lots of new projects in the pipeline and plans for the future, so please keep checking our website for 

new courses and other developments!” 

If you are keen to support Low Carbon Trust then please go to: http://www.jacksondesignandremodeling.com/blogger-awards 

where you will see Low Carbon Trust on the right hand side under Best Green Blogger.  You do not need to register, simply click on 

the link.  

Voting closes on 11
th

 April 2014 @ 4.00pm. 

 

AECB Member Offers 

 

Centre of Refurbishment Excellence (CoRE) – Masterclasses on domestic retrofit 

CoRE is the not for profit, national centre of excellence for green building retrofit.   Their mission is to transfer practical retrofit 

knowledge to support excellence in retrofit products and projects across the domestic and non-domestic sectors.  CoRE’s network 

of Fellows is the UK’s largest bank of retrofit expertise, drawing together leading practitioners from construction, design and 

academia. They not only shape the CoRE agenda, but also share their knowledge with the growing number of active retrofitters 

through events, bespoke training and information sharing. Based in Stoke-on-Trent, CoRE is itself an example of refurbishment 

excellence, an international standard conference and training venue. 

CoRE have pioneered 30 new Masterclasses on domestic retrofit, all designed and delivered by leading experts (our CoRE Fellows).  

For current courses see www.core-skills.com/events/  

AECB Member Discount 

CoRE Masterclasses usually cost £200+VAT but AECB members using a promotion code will only be charged £125+VAT – please 

contact Gill Rivers by email gill@aecb.net to obtain the promotion code. 

West Midland SME’s (small businesses) may be eligible for a free place at up to three events as part of CoRE’s ERDF (European 

Regional Development Fund) Business Support Programme.  To register your interest for a complimentary ticket, please select the 

‘West Midland’s SME’ ticket option. 
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Retrofit Live 9-10 April 2014 

£75 (FREE to CoRE members and 20% discount to AECB members please contact gill@aecb.net to obtain the promotion code)  

A two-day conference featuring learnings and results from Retrofit for the Future, a £17 million programme that explored ways to 

reduce energy use and carbon emissions using innovative technologies, knowledge and practices. 

Conference programme includes:  

• Key learnings from Retrofit for the Future and keynote debates 

• Retrofit Bites: highlights from the CoRE Masterclass series, covering technical and customer engagement best practice 

• Exhibition of innovative retrofit products and systems 

Key benefits: 

• Insights into best practice in the low carbon retrofit sector 

• Network with the leading experts in the retrofit field 

• Identify innovations saving you time and money on your retrofit projects 

To register for Retrofit Live, visit www.retrofit-live.com 

Need phone and broadband at home? Make it greener  

 

By choosing The Co-operative Phone and Broadband, you are supporting an organisation that is committed to minimising its impact 

on the environment while still offering the best possible service to its customers.  

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband is provided by The Phone Co-op, an independent consumer co-operative which:  

• Invests in solar photovoltaic installations – over the last 18 months, it’s put £622k into solar energy generation, saving 

140 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per year 

• Supports community energy – in 2013, it put £45k into renewable energy projects 

• Offsets its carbon footprint by paying a levy on the CO2 emissions resulting from its activity 

• Promotes the use of more sustainable transport modes – 91% of business miles travelled in 2013 were by train, bus, bike 

or on foot 

• Uses electricity from renewable sources  

• Recycles 100% of its waste 

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband offers everything you need to stay connected; including mobile services.   

Members of AECB get a £10 credit on their first bill; 6% of their spend goes back to supporting AECB's work - just quote unique 

code AF0130 when switching.  

Find out more on http://www.thephone.coop/aecb. 

To switch today (or to register your interest if you are stuck in a contract with a different provider), call 01608 434 040 or click here: 

http://www.thephone.coop/home/schedule-reminder/  

 

Local Group News 

 

For full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events please visit www.aecb.net/events/  for up to date information on 

all of these events including dates, times and venues or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your name be added to a Local 

Group mailing list. 

 

Forthcoming Local Group Events in February 2014: 

• Cheshire, Staffordshire & Shropshire Local Group 
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The next gathering of the Cheshire,  Staffordshire and Shropshire Local Group will be held on Tuesday 8
th

 April 2014 at 7.00pm at 

76 Palatine Road, Withington, Manchester M20 3JW. 

Please confirm to the Local Group Leader whether or not you are intending to come along by 12.00noon on Monday 7
th 

April 2014 

(direct if you have Carol’s email address or via debbie@aecb.net)  

Manchester Carbon Coop, established in 2008, is a group of Greater Manchester residents who have begun to carry out changes in 

their own houses and communities. No76 is one of a number of the homes that are currently being sustainably refurbished and is 

nearing completion. 

The Coop believe the process of improving homes to 2050 standards will be quicker, easier and cheaper by working together, 

teaming up with friends and neighbours to share experience, knowledge and reducing costs through bulk purchase. As a co-

operative, a community benefit society, the organisation is owned and run by the householders who make up its members; they 

have no external shareholders or owners making profits; all resources are kept within the co-operative. 

They are currently working with Jackson Jacksons Ltd, a contractor based in Rochdale and selected through the Procure Plus 

framework, on work to a group of houses which includes internal and external wall insulation, loft and floor insulation, new boilers, 

new windows and doors and air-tightness works - with PV installation following on from these works.  

Marianne Heaslip, a member of the AECB and our local group, is an architect at URBED in Manchester. She has a long-standing 

interest in low energy design and retrofit - working on 10 properties in the TSB 'Retrofit for the Future' programme as well as 

forthcoming retrofit projects in Liverpool and Cumbria. She is a certified passive house designer interested in how some of the 

learning from passive house work can be applied to retrofit - where people are 'living in' while it all happens! 

We will visit No 76 for a full tour guided by Marianne and, whilst hoping to see another home, this will only be confirmed on the 

night if we have the opportunity to do so.  For more information on URBED, see http://www.urbed.coop/ 

• Brighton Local Group 

Jim Miller and Tim Small of the of the Brighton Group hold regular ‘techie’ meetings that provide an informal opportunity for 

individuals to discuss sustainable building practices and techniques – concentrating on the technical issues.  It also provides a forum 

for commercial networking and socialising. 

Time and Date:   Every second Tuesday of the month, from 7.00 pm until about 10.30pm  

Venue:   The Battle of Trafalgar, 34 Guildford Road, Brighton BN1 3LW   

The evening is likely to be useful for architects, building contractors, and associated trades, people looking to have sustainable 

building works carried out (new build or renovation).  However, all are welcome, including skilled self-builders and DIYers.  For 

more information contact the mailto:debbie@aecb.net, or see http://www.jimmillerdesign.co.uk/blog/ under Brighton Sustainable 

Building Drinks. 

• Cornwall Local Group 

AECB members in and around Cornwall are invited to join a free CPD morning session on Lime:  What’s it all about? Why use it? 

Where to use it and how? 

Time and Date:  Wednesday 30 April 2014, from 9.30 am —12.00 noon  

Venue:    Victoria Commercial Centre, Station Approach, Roche, St Austell, Cornwall PL26 8LG 

The session will cover the history of lime in building, types of lime non hydraulic (putty) and hydraulic lime; where & when to use 

them; rendering, plastering & surface finishes, sands and their importance.  This event has been organised by the CSBT 

(www.csbt.org.uk/) and will be run by Phil Brown of the Cornish Lime Company. (www.cornishlime.co.uk/). 

Booking is essential.  RSVP or for more information to Claire Maye directly at the CSBT or via Debbie the Local Groups Coordinator 

mailto:debbie@aecb.net.  

 

News  

 

Zero Carbon Hub - Performance Gap - Evidence Review Report 

The Zero Carbon Hub has released its latest report continuing the work on the Design versus As-Built Performance Gap project.  

This report provides industry and Government with a structured review of the evidence of where and how the Performance Gap 

occurs within the current build process.  This latest report follows on from the Interim Report published July 2013 

http://www.zerocarbonhub.org/sites/default/files/resources/reports/Closing_the_Gap_Bewteen_Design_and_As-

Built_Performance_Interim_Report.pdf    

The Performance gap can arise in a number of ways within the overall house-building process and, if significant and widespread, 

represents a major risk to government, industry and consumers and may lead to increased costs to the occupant. Tackling this issue 

therefore continues to be a significant and serious factor as the Hub develops the Zero Carbon Definition.  The report identifies 15 
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issues that require solutions in the very near future, by industry and where necessary involving government intervention. These are 

the issues where strong evidence was found and are categorised as a ‘Priority for Action’. 

A further 17 issues were identified as 'Priority for Research'. These issues are suspected of having a medium-to-high impact on the 

Performance Gap, but further evidence is required to establish the extent of the problem.  The Hub will now continue to move the 

project forward, with a final report being prepared for summer 2014.  To download the full Evidence 

Report http://www.zerocarbonhub.org/sites/default/files/resources/reports/Closing_the_Gap_Between_Design_and_As-

Built_Performance-Evidence_Review_Report.pdf  

The British Homes Awards – 2014 – Call for Entries 

Challenging convention and inspiring innovation The British Homes Awards have been pivotal in providing a catalyst for change in 

the way we design and construct our homes and in the process recognise and showcase exemplars of best practice.    

Call for category entries. 

By showcasing the very best of British homes in partnership with the Sunday Times, the Awards have established an unrivalled 

pedigree of championing design excellence across our built environment. In addition to the annual design competition, the Awards 

recognise and reward design and construction excellence within specific categories. Entries are now invited into the ten categories 

featured on http://britishhomesawards.co.uk/  

The 2014 Awards, including this year’s design competition for “EcoHaus”, are now open for entries and the winning and 

commended designs will be announced at a  presentation luncheon at The London Marriott Grosvenor Square on Friday 19 

September. 

For more information email: mg@britishhomesawards.com or go to http://britishhomesawards.co.uk/  

Constructing Excellence Yorkshire & Humber Awards 2014 

Don't miss out on the opportunity to showcase the work you are doing in the region and gain national recognition. 

Our Awards are open to all organisations and project teams involved in delivering building and civil engineering projects in 

Yorkshire and the Humber. Entries are welcomed from clients, developers, contractors, sub-contractors, consultants and engineers 

of all disciplines, and any specialists involved in delivering 'excellence in construction'. 

We are delighted to announce that the Government Chief Construction advisor Peter Hansford will be opening our Constructing 

Excellence Yorkshire and Humber Awards on July 18 2014 at Sheffield City Hall   

Strive for success and celebrate with the best  

Our 12 awards categories embrace the core principles of Constructing Excellence and provide lots of opportunities to demonstrate 

exemplary work that is helping to improve our industry standards. 

• Client of the Year (Bond Bryan Architects) 

• Integration & Collaborative Working (Tekla) 

• Heritage Award 

• The Legacy Award - Sustainability  

• Young Achiever - G4C (Space Group) 

• Health & Safety 

• Innovation (M3) 

• Value 

• Leadership & People Development(ESH Construction) 

• SME Award 

• Achiever of the Year 

• Project of the Year 

Register your interest to make sure you receive all updates. Email: m.peacock@leedsmet.ac.uk  

Full details are at http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=b17ad1fa-2e94-4045-872b-c049461b5962&c=a1973aa0-

7da7-11e3-a7dc-d4ae52754b78&ch=a2817390-7da7-11e3-a7de-d4ae52754b78  

Government's new solar strategy aims to turn 'rooftops into power stations'  

The Government has today launched its new solar strategy which aims to open up the market for mid-size, commercial and 

industrial onsite generation and to complete one million roof installations by the end of 2015. Much of the strategy's focus will be 

on increasing mid-size deployment (larger than 50 kWp and up to 1 MWp), particularly on commercial and industrial buildings.  
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By driving cost reductions, innovation and improving the supply chain, the Government says its strategy will deliver a step-change 

in the deployment of solar PV in the UK by 2020. The focus on solar PV systems for commercial and industrial sites not only "lowers 

electricity bills, protects against future electricity price rises and reduces carbon emissions", they are capable of matching on-site 

generation with on-site demand due to the scalability of the installations.  

The strategy did, however, highlight some of the barriers to the wider take up of solar PV by business are thought to be similar to 

those that prevent them from taking up energy efficiency. Issues include the ability to access capital, the transaction costs 

(management time), prioritisation of other issues, suitability of the building stock, and split incentives, primarily landlord/tenant 

issues.  

The Government says these barriers can be significant for companies of any size but are likely to be particularly acute for SMEs. 

Solar PV accounted for 14% of renewable electricity capacity in the UK at the end of 2013, generating over 2TWh during the year.  

A recently published report by edie, surveying 406 people responsiblle for energy management in their organisations, found that 

40% of respondents have some onsite generation with 30% considering it in the next 12 months.  

To see the report go to http://www.edie.net/downloads/Energy-Managers-2014-White-Paper-Energy-Management/12  

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Government-s-new-solar-strategy-aims-to-turn--rooftops-into-power-stations--/  

Skills gap a major barrier to accelerating green economy 

A skills gap in those driving sustainability within their businesses is partly to blame for the lack of acceleration towards a green 

economy, according to two leading sustainability professionals.  

In an exclusive interview with edie today at Sustainability Live in Birmingham, Mitchells & Butlers head of energy and 

environmental management Richard Felgate and UPS' director of sustainability EMEA Peter Harris both agreed that there was a 

fundamental need for those driving corporate sustainability to have a clear understanding of core business. 

Felgate said: "There is such a compelling business case for [sustainability] that you do ask yourself why more people aren't 

motivated".  He added that the role of the corporate sustainability professional requires a "whole multitude of skills". 

"It's not enough to just have the technical skills or behavioural skills, you need to have a fundamental core business skill because 

what you've got is a really good business proposition and you need to be able to put that across to the people in your business that 

make the decisions," "You need to understand what your financial director is thinking and what your operations people are thinking 

and you need to be able to talk to them about any concerns they might have. You then need to be able to put [sustainable 

development] across in a way where it's a compelling argument," he added. 

In Felgate's experience, many corporate sustainability agendas are struggling because of this lack of business understanding. "It's 

not because they haven't got a good idea, they just don't know how to bring it across to the board". 

Harris agreed, saying it was necessary to have a whole range of generalist skills and to be able to touch on different facets of the 

business before making the business case for sustainability projects.  "It's relatively simple if you're talking about a straight forward 

energy efficiency project where you can actually work out in a spreadsheet the financial returns of the project but it's much harder 

when you get into areas that are essentially associated with mitigating risks and capitalising on opportunities.   

"This is because you're then talking about what is the financial value to the brand or to regulatory leadership and that is much 

tougher to quantify," added Harris. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/EXCLUSIVE--Skills-gap-in-sustainability-professionals-major-barrier-to-accelerating-

green-agenda-/  

 

Events 

 

See sustainable solutions in practice at Green Sky Thinking Week 2014  

 

Green Sky Thinking is a week-long series of free sustainability-focused events for the built environment and property professionals, 

showcasing practical solutions to greening London’s built environment. Over 50 events are being hosted in London which includes 

on-site and live project talks, seminars and roundtable discussions to promote the construction and use of sustainable buildings. 

 

Some highlights include:  
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• Sustainability in Construction with: Mace, Make Architects and British Land host a collaborative event looking at 

responsible sourcing through design and procurement. 

• CIRIA’s "Industrial Strategy for Construction" (2013) provides a vision for the construction industry in 2025. 

• Atelier Ten ask how we cut the CO2 out of construction 

• Brookfield Multiplex host a construction site tour of Aldgate Tower project 

• Future of London's field trip showcases effective consultation in housing, urban space and facilities 

Sustainability in Practice with:  

• Essentia a leading NHS Foundation Trust with British Gas and GLA showcase delivering resilience and efficiency in the 

NHS. 

• Argent and Hoare Lea reflect on businesses sustainability objectives within their occupied office space. 

• Peabody highlights its work in supporting of residents and employees in improving their environment. 

• Mott MacDonald assesses the FM of exemplar Queen Mary University's award winning GE Fogg building.  

Green Sky Thinking is free to attend but booking is essential.   

For full programme listing and booking details visit the website: www.greenskythinking.org.uk 

Eco Open Houses April 2014:  Worthing and Steyning  

Low Carbon Trust, Transition Towns Worthing and Steyning 10:10, in collaboration with Green Open Homes, are excited to launch 

the first Eco Open Homes network for Worthing and Steyning. 

Over two weekends in April, various homes will be open to the public to see how you can save money on energy and water bills, 

whilst staying warm and comfortable and reducing your carbon footprint.  

The Worthing event is open on the 11
th

-12
th

 April 2014 and the Steyning event on the 27
th

 April 2014. It is free to visit any of the 

houses and all are welcome.  For more further information visit http://ecoopenhouses.greenopenhomes.net 

Good Homes Alliance’s Low Carbon 4 Real / Closing the Performance Gap event:  

15
th

 April 2014 - The Building Centre, Store Street, London WC1E 7BT 

The GHA’s research into the performance gap (commenced 2009) has now concluded.  The research, funded by DCLG/Energy 

Saving Trust and the NHBC, is being presented at this event along with outcomes, reports and recommendations. 

This, and other later Technology Strategy Board projects under the BPE programme, is also concluding so that we now have a much 

clearer picture on what the problems are and also how they can be solved.  

We will focus on solutions to the performance gap - with presentations on this positive aspect from a number of excellent speakers, 

including Pete Halsall – GHA, Rob Pannell - Zero Carbon Hub, Neil May - NBT, Richard Partington - RPA and chair Zero Carbon Hub 

performance gap steering group, Mat Colmer - Technology Strategy Board, Chris Eaton - GHA, Geoffrey Stevens – Energy Saving 

Trust, Professor Robert Lowe - UCL, Tom Kordel - XCO2, Dr Gabriel Gallagher - Sustainable Energy, John Lefever - Hastoe Housing 

Group and Chris Twinn – TwinnSustainabilityInnovation. 

It’s in the afternoon at the Building Centre, Store Street, London WC1, followed by drinks and networking – for more details and a 

copy of the full programme click http://www.aecb.net/good-homes-alliances-low-carbon-4-real-closing-performance-gap-event-

15th-april-2014/  

Cost is £99 + VAT (free to GHA members and 20% discount to AECB members) and we would very much like to see you there.  To 

book please contact Roger Southcott roger@goodhomes.org.uk  

Zero Carbon Hub announce ‘Nearer to Zero: South West’ 

Join the Zero Carbon Hub at our latest ‘Nearer to Zero’ conference in the South-West.  These conferences are full day events which 

bring together planners, house builders, and professionals from other housing sector related disciplines to explore opportunities 

for closer collaboration to achieve Zero Carbon new homes. 

With a number of leading industry experts presenting, delegates will have the opportunity to: 

• Hear directly from DCLG, on the ambition for Zero Carbon homes.  

• Develop a greater understanding of the definition of ‘Zero Carbon’. 

• Develop an understanding of the whole build process, from planning to construction, of Zero Carbon homes. 

• Learn the consequences of building to Zero Carbon – Tackling the Performance Gap and the problem of overheating in 

homes. 

• Participate in ‘Question Time’ panel discussions with leading national figures from government, industry and research. 



10 

To book your place and learn more visit www.nearertozero.co.uk - ticket Price: £40 + VAT per person. 

Surrey Green Homes open weekend 17-18 May 2014 

Action Surrey is looking for eco homeowners to take part in this year's Surrey Green Homes open weekend 17 – 18 May.  

Surrey Green Homes open weekend is a perfect opportunity to reach a large and knowledgeable audience who have expressed an 

interest in making low carbon improvements to their home but have, as yet, held back.  The purpose of the event is to allay their 

fears and encourage them to take the next step. 

Surrey Green Homes is part of a much bigger event called Green Open Homes which is a national network supporting low carbon 

open homes events across the country. It is funded by the Department of Energy and Climate Change, and delivered by the Centre 

for Sustainable Energy (CSE) in partnership with Bristol Green Doors.  

For further information please visit: http://www.actionsurrey.org/latestnews/2014/02/28/Surreygreenhomes, email 

angela@three-sixtymarketing.com or call Action Surrey on 0800 783 2503. 

Regen 2014 

The key event in 2014 that explores and discusses the challenges that face our towns and cities as they continue to develop, 

increasingly look to link their citizens to opportunities and play an ever stronger role in driving regional and national growth. 

Whatever your interest in regeneration, Regen 2014 will offer a fabulous platform to generate new opportunities, network with 

fellow industry professionals from around the continent and because we are part of IFB 2014 gain valuable publicity for your 

organisation and projects. 

A 32 speaker conference where industry leaders lend their expertise, share their knowledge and debate the key themes, including:- 

• The importance of place 

• Transforming Communities 

• Economic development and growth 

Delegates can attend on one or both days and will have the opportunity to put questions to the seminar speakers in what will 

undoubtedly be a lively interactive programme 

The Liverpool city regeneration tour: - enjoy a coach tour around some of the major regeneration areas of Liverpool showcasing 

success stories from around the city. 

Whatever your reason for joining us at Regen 2014 we are sure that your that you will find it to be a most rewarding experience for 

individuals and businesses alike. 

Go to http://www.regen2014.com  

 

Vacancies 

 

Vacancy for Passivhaus technician / Architect 

We are looking for an experienced technician or Architect to join the team initially for three months, to start immediately, to work 

on a number of EnerPHit projects. Experience in working drawings concentrating on thermal bridge free, air tight details is 

essential. For further details please call Eco Design Consultants and ask speak with Alan or send your CV to 

CV@ecodesignconsultants.co.uk 

eco  Design  Consultants 

Architects & Environmental Consultants 

The Mansion, Bletchley Park, Milton Keynes MK3 6EB 

Go to www.ecodesignconsultants.co.uk or email alan@ecodesignconsultants.co.uk or ring 01908 363 490   

 

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please email details to 

network@aecb.net. 


