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          May 2014 

AECB News  

 

Come to Bristol for the 2014 AECB Conference  

 

Arrangements for this year's conference are coming together well and we look forward to welcoming you to Will’s Hall at the 

University of Bristol, 11-12 July where our conference will be opened by Mayor of Bristol, George Ferguson.  

This year, low energy retrofit takes a huge step forward as AECB's Andy Simmonds launches our new Carbonlite retrofit web based 

course. The usual high quality technical workshops and short presentations discuss the principles, science and details that make 

low energy retrofit work, we revisit our oldest building material and ask what does sustainability really mean when we build in 

timber. Plus: tours of Ashley Vale Community Self Build and the big Friday evening panel tackles 'environmental understanding'. 

See below for full details. 

The conference will start at 11.00 on Friday 11 July with registration from 10.00. It will finish at 17.00 on Saturday 12 July.  Please 

note that reduced delegate rates apply for early bookings before 6 June 2014. 

Technical workshops and presentations will include:  

• Jon Broome: How to do really good buildings in wood 

• Bill Butcher & Mark Elton: Large and small retrofits using timber 

• Alan Clarke: Heating low energy buildings. 

• Tomas Gartner and David Gale: Building biology: a new UK Network?  

• Cath Hassell: Briefing for designers - the floods. 

• Jonathan Hines: Architype's 30 years of radical timber construction.   

• Aubrey Mayer of the Global Commons Institute: The latest UN climate change report and global justice 

• Harry Paticas: Monitoring moisture in historic building - a retrofit to AECB Silver Standard.  

• Bernard Plantrose: Planting trees to make more buildings. 

• Kate de Selincourt: Does natural ventilation work? 

• Andy Simmonds: Launch of the AECB Retrofit Carbonlite programme 

• Kate Watson of Bristol Green Doors: Exemplar retrofits - what role can open homes events play? 

• Mike Whitfield and Fran Bradshaw: 2 new and different timber frame buildings to Passivhaus. 

A lively evening panel ‘Promoting environmental understanding in building’ will take place prior to the dinner and social evening. 

Panellists include: Trish Andrews, Centre for Alternative Technology; Lucy Pedlar, Green Register; Kerry Mashford, National Energy 

Foundation (TBC) and Chris Herring, AECB and Passivhaus Trust 

We hope you can join us. Online registration is open on the AECB website www.aecb.net with discounted rates available for 

booking before 6 June 2014. It is also possible to book accommodation at the University for the Thursday and Friday nights.  

This year the conference is open to non-members so please pass details to interested colleagues.   

Looking forward to seeing you there! 
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Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) 2013 Version  

The English version of the 2013 issue of PHPP has now been released. A reduced rate is available to existing purchasers of 

previous versions. The price for upgrades is £105 plus VAT.  To take advantage of this reduced price please ensure that we have 

evidence of a previous purchase and order through sally@aecb.net - please note the upgrade cannot be ordered online and must 

be paid via cheque or BACs.     

The AECB has now entered into a contract with the Passivhaus Institute (PHI) to sell the new SketchUp plugin designPH (English 

version) so it is now available to purchase from the AECB.  Email sally@aecb.net if you would like to purchase. Soon it will be 

available to purchase online at  www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software so please visit for updated 

information regarding availability. Prices are below: 

• Upgrade from PHPP7 to PHPP8 Plus the Plug-In  £210 

• New PHPP8 Plus Plug-In    £280 

• Upgrade to PHPP to add the new Plug-In  £170 

Please note the designPH WILL NOT be available as a standalone product without PHPP8, although it is planned to release a 

standalone demo in a few months.   See www.designPH.org for more details of the features.  

Membership Payments by Direct Debit 

As members will be aware we recently looked into offering a direct debit option to membership payments.  A survey of members 

was undertaken earlier in the year to see who would opt for this option. We have decided not to proceed as insufficient number of 

members indicated they would switch to direct debit so it is not cost effective at the current time. 

We will continue to offer payment by bank standing order and if you would like to pay by this method, please contact 

emma@aecb.net.   

Payment can also be made through logging into our website www.aecb.net  - if you need your log in details, please contact 

emma@aecb.net.  We also accept payment by cheque or BACS; please check your renewal letter for more details. 

AECB Member Benefits – make the most of your membership! 

If you are already a member of the AECB, you will already be enjoying the popular Green Building Magazine and Passive House Plus 

Magazine for free. Don't forget you also have full member's access to our website www.aecb.net and by logging in with your 

username and password you can freely access AECB Carbonlite Documents, download our logo for use on your promotional 

material, enhance your profile listing on our popular Members Services Directory as well as having full use of our 

http://www.aecb.net/forum/.    

These are just a few of the benefits available to you as an AECB member – for a full list, please visit 

http://www.aecb.net/membership-benefits. 

AECB Member and need to log in but forgotten your username or password? Just email emma@aecb.net to receive a quick 

reminder. 

If you are not a member of the AECB, see how membership could benefit you, your business or your college/university at 

http://www.aecb.net/membership-benefits or email emma@aecb.net for more information. 

Launch of AECB Water Blog 

 

The AECB water blog is launched - on a wave of optimism and some hard technical facts. This bi-monthly blog, written by Cath 

Hassell of ech2o, will be a mix of the main issues in sustainable water at the time of writing, and anything else that may have 

appealed to Cath’s eclectic take on water around the world.   

This first blog looks at the Le Penseur sitting-yet-squatting toilet, what the RHI might mean for solar thermal systems, links you to 

two cutting edge analyses about the floods in the winter, and introduces SWIG to an unsuspecting world.     

This will go live over the next week so please keep an eye on the web site www.aecb.net,  The link will be on the home page at the 

bottom in 'latest news’ 
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Omnisense Remote Monitoring System 

The AECB has negotiated an ongoing rate of benefit to members and can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring system at 

significantly preferential terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  

The Omnisense system is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, temperature and 

moisture level. Currently members who have taken up this offer are monitoring various internal wall insulation constructions, 

insulated suspended timber floors, conditions within brickwork that has been externally insulated, etc. 

To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum board has been set up 

for discussion – click http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 

Less is More:  Energy Security after Oil (LIM) from the AECB.  

Less is More is available to download as a PDF http://www.aecb.net/publications/less-is-more-energy-security-after-oil/.   We can 

also send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is More at a price of £25 each (inc. P&P).  To place your order online with 

payment via credit card (Worldpaycredit) click http://www.aecb.net/products-page/aecb-publications/ or contact sally@aecb.net. 

AECB CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer Courses 

With Passivhaus expertise more and more in demand, AECB CarbonLite courses offer the chance to gain the internationally 

recognised Certified Passivhaus Designer qualification. At the same time you will be benefiting from material uniquely tailored to 

UK building situations and showcasing UK examples. You can take the full Passivhaus Designer course, leading to the exam, or 

individual modules, such as 'Fundamentals of Passivhaus' or 'Construction of Passivhaus', to improve specific areas of knowledge. 

Our trainers are highly experience UK experts who are actually designing/ building Passivhaus in UK. Amongst others Bill Butcher, 

Eric Parks, Mark Siddall, Alan Clarke and Nick Grant. Not to mention Peter Warm and the rest of the WARM staff that have 

supported over 200 buildings in low energy design, and are Passivhaus certifiers. Their collective experience includes non-domestic 

buildings, large residential schemes and real Passivhaus construction experience. 

Our courses have been running and continuously updated for over 4 years, with proven experience of delivering successful 

Passivhaus buildings. The 2-week programme is delivered using a mixture of lectures, group and individual learning, and includes 

site visits to innovative Passivhaus developments, a chance to socialise and to build a support network of Passivhaus professionals.  

Our next course is coming up on the 8
th

 September, please email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call Ingrid on 01752 542546 to 

book a place. 

 

  
Bristol  London 

2014 2014 

Week 1 

Fundamentals of Passivhaus 08-Sep 03-Nov 

Science of Passivhaus 9-10 Sep 04-05 Nov 

Construction of Passivhaus 11-Sep 06-Nov 

Thermal Bridging (optional) 12-Sep 07-Nov 

Week 2     

Services 22-23 Sep 17-18 Nov 

PHPP 24-25 Sep 19-20 Nov 

Revision 26-Sep 21-Nov 

Exam 18-Oct 05-Dec 

   
Cost: £2,000 + VAT for AECB members, (£2,349 + VAT for non-members); from £249 + VAT for modules.  

See http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ for details. 

NEW Multiple Booking offer: available for advance multiple bookings from the same company for the whole Designer course and all 

delegates sitting the same course. Email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call 01752 542546 for more details.   Terms & 

Conditions apply. 
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Funding for green open homes events 

 

The national Green Open Homes network provides support for organisers, and a competition offering funding to help get events 

going.  The network aims to support existing event organisers and to help more events take place in local communities, because 

they are an excellent way of encouraging people to make energy saving improvements to their own homes. 

A large proportion of UK housing needs upgrading to become more energy efficient – to tackle people’s rising energy bills, make 

homes warmer, and reduce the nation’s carbon emissions.  A number of successful Open Home days/weekends featuring low 

carbon measures have been held around the country in recent years.  They typically feature householders opening their homes to 

the public to share their experience of different energy-saving measures such as internal wall and under-floor insulation, draft-

proofing and solar energy. 

A competition has so far helped about 30 groups with funding (totalling £140,000), but event organisers can still apply for grant 

awards of up to £2,000 to help with event costs, only available while there is still funding left in the pot, so apply soon – go to 

http://www.greenopenhomes.net/support-for-organisers/competition.  

There are many events happening around the country, with more being added to the dedicated http://www.greenopenhomes.net/  

website all the time.  If you’re interested in looking for an event to visit, or if you have a home that you’d like to open and want to 

find a group why not take a look and see if anything is happening near you.  If you can’t find a local event then why not think about 

hosting one yourself? There’s a range of free resources to help organisers that give advice on getting started, insurance, marketing 

and recruiting hosts and volunteers. For more information contact the Green Open Homes team on communities@cse.org.uk or 

call 0117 934 1400. 

Green Open Homes is funded by the Department of Energy and Climate Change and delivered by the http://www.cse.org.uk/ in 

partnership with http://www.bristolgreendoors.org/.  The network benefits from advisory support from Forum for the Future, the 

National Trust, Transition Network and the Association of Environmentally Conscious Builders.  

Interdisciplinary Design for the Built Environment (IDBE) 

20th anniversary competition:  Win a scholarship for full tuition fees! 

To celebrate 20 years of academic success, IDBE is offering one full tuition scholarship for entry to our 20th anniversary cohort, for 

a start this September.  IDBE is a transformative part-time master's course at the University of Cambridge, for global practitioners 

working in the built environment. Through intensive, themed residential weeks we deliver a bespoke learning experience which 

develops individual and professional skills in multidisciplinary teamwork, the design process and individual research. For 20 years 

IDBE have been equipping graduates with enhanced skills, knowledge and professional networks to solve the challenges facing our 

industry by becoming innovative, dynamic and successful leaders. 

Further information on the course and on the scholarship can be found on our new website: 

http://www.idbe.arct.cam.ac.uk/ 

 

AECB Member News 

 

HPW Architecture:  A self-sustaining first in construction 

 

Construction has started on a pioneering new self-sustaining building which will be the first of its kind in Hampshire at New Forest 

outdoor activity centre Avon Tyrrell.  Ower-based architectural practice HPW has designed a zero energy boathouse for the centre 
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which will provide owners, leading youth-work charity UK Youth, with a structure capable of generating its own income from the 

energy it produces. 

Fitted with a hybrid solar thermal, photovoltaic and accelerative heat pump system, the boathouse will be able to convert enough 

solar energy to heat 3,000 litres of water every day for the facility’s shower block.  Not only will the lakeside structure generate all 

the energy it needs to operate but also feed surplus energy back into the grid providing the charity with valuable additional income 

from the government’s Feed in Tariff and Renewable Heat Incentive schemes.  Within seven years the technology will have paid for 

itself and in approximately a further eight years, the cost of the entire building will have been covered by revenue received from 

the renewable energy it produces. 

The development is part of a series of phased improvements at Bransgore-based Avon Tyrrell to cater for the growing demand for 

holidays and activities there.  It will replace a mixture of existing temporary structures and be designed to cater for guests with 

disabilities.  As well as a shower and toilet block, the boathouse will also feature a secure equipment store.More than 10,000 young 

people every year are expected to use the new facility including those visiting the activity centre for water sports, camping and 

fishing. 

For more information contact Gary Wilburn, HPW Architecture 02380 811808 gary@hpw.co.uk 

Airtightness Information Campaign 

Paul Jennings, airtightness pioneer and AECB trustee is working with Ben Adam-Smith, who has videoed several AECB events and 

also numerous Passivhaus buildings, on a new project.  In 30 days they aim to crowd-fund the documentary, “The Future 

of Housing - And Why Airtightness Can Help”. 

If interested, please check out the link: http://www.houseplanninghelp.com/kickstarter 

Maybe you will be tempted by one of the rewards on offer, and hopefully you will help to spread the word through your networks 

and contacts. Of course, any donation will be appreciated! It all counts.  All support gratefully received.   Progress with funding, and 

then (hopefully) with the project itself will be reported in future editions of Network. 

So check it out at http://www.houseplanninghelp.com/kickstarter 

Castle Hill School Straw Bale Classroom  

 

Straw, earth, wood, stone and Sedum – these will be the main building products used to create Castle Hill School’s new eco–

classroom. 

Castle Hill School needs more day to day classroom space incorporating a library zone. The space will also be used for their after 

school clubs, and for cooking activities. 

Greenstone Design have designed a simple and innovative building with a focus on the materials used and maximising the learning 

opportunities for the children and the local community. A new indoor space that reflects the ethos of the school and their links to 

the local community and local groups such as Incredible Edible Todmorden.  A new veranda, incorporating an existing outdoor 

structure, will provide additional learning space for groups to use outside and somewhere to shelter during playtimes if it is wet. 

Greenstone Design will provide a full design and build service to the school handing over a finished school building ready to move 

the furniture in and to make it their own. But children and local people will not have to wait until the end of the construction 

process to find out about the building. Local people will have the opportunity to learn the construction techniques building of cob 

and straw bales by coming on training courses. Cob will be used to create reading nooks in the library. This is where course 

participants can let their creative juices flow. 

The materials have been chosen to create a super insulated, acoustically sound and healthy building. No toxic materials will be used 

in the building fabric and every care will be made to keep the local building products source as local to Todmorden as possible. The 

building will be clad to the rear and side with Larch boards. This will be harvested by local company Black Bark cut from the woods 

at Hard Castle Crags. 

The highest design standards will be met for this new build classroom ensuring a safe and inspiring learning space for our young 

people. 

Pictures and updates about the building will be posted up in the Greenstone Design window on Rochdale Road in the Centre of 

Todmorden and also on our website: www.greenstone-design.co.uk 

If you are interested in attending one of the courses please email: info@greenstone-design.co.uk and ask to be put on the Straw 

Bale Course mailing list. 
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Whole-life costs of a Passivhaus:  

Sensitivities of whole-life cost analysis for domestic Passivhaus buildings 

Encraft’s Building Physics team recently published a technical insight that investigated the sensitivities which arise when modelling 

whole-life costs of Passivhaus dwellings.  The technical insight, published by Dr. Sarah Price and Helen Brown at Encraft, also shows 

the lifetime costs of Passivhaus homes are around 2 to 5% less than the lifetime costs of a similar home built to current building 

regulations standards.  However with certain specifications, for example - using all-electric heating and domestic hot water, 

Passivhaus homes can be up to 1% more expensive over their lifetime. Nonetheless, in majority of the scenarios examined (and 

even if it costs 10% more to build), a Passivhaus will have lower whole-life costs than a traditional new build. 

The Passivhaus standard for building low energy homes is growing in popularity across the world. When compared to a typical new 

home, built to UK regulatory standards, Passivhaus demands superior insulation and air tightness, coupled with a mechanical 

ventilation system, all of which cost extra and can potentially increase build costs. The extra investment can be justified for those 

with a long-term interest in the building if lifetime costs are considered.  

The choice of building services is especially important as a traditional gas boiler produces lower whole-life costs than an all-electric 

heating and domestic hot water system (such as the compact unit, or ASHP).  Not only is it cheaper to install, but the maintenance 

costs are lower, as is the cost of gas when compared with electricity. The insight also shows that metal ductwork in a ventilation 

system are favourable over plastic, even though the product is more expensive to buy. Because the replacement cost is so high, the 

much longer lifetime of the metal ductwork produces lower whole-life costs. 

Whole-life costing analysis accounts not only for capital costs, but also for the total operational (fuel bill) and maintenance costs, 

which are summed over the lifetime of the building. Fuel price rises, tax and inflation can also be incorporated into the analysis 

when appropriate.  It is a method which can be used to compare a number of cases or scenarios, based on common assumptions, 

but it is not an exact science and is only as accurate as the information that is put into the model.  A series of scenarios should be 

analysed where data is unknown, for example, fuel price forecasts or tax so that the results are well understood.  Scenarios (or 

cases) can also be useful when a design team has a difficult decision to make regarding specification, for example, between a gas 

boiler and all electric heating.  Whole-life costing analysis is a valuable tool in building design, but the results need to be well 

understood and handled with care. 

To read the complete insight, please visit http://www.encraft.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Technical-Insight-February-

2014-Whole-life-Costs-of-a-Passivhaus.pdf. 

 

Knowledge Exchange Workshop Programme 

 

The Centre for Business and Climate Solutions (CBCS), part of the University of Exeter, has been awarded funding from the 

European Regional Development Fund (2007 - 2013) to support dynamic and forward thinking businesses across the South West 

prepare for the changing climate. 

As part of this funding, CBCS are able to offer free workshops and events to businesses across the South West to raise awareness of 

upcoming technologies and research that can benefit their long term strategy. As part of this, businesses across the South West are 

given the opportunity to engage with specialists from the University of Exeter and our partners (The Met Office, Regen SW, IBM 

and the Plymouth Marine Laboratory). 

CBCS have some free workshops planned over the next few months covering various topics. These are based at the University of 

Exeter and a free lunch will be provided at the end of the session.  Due to funding from the European Regional Development Fund 

(2007 - 2013) CBCS are available for offer these free to eligible businesses, to find out more about our eligibility please visit 

http://emps.exeter.ac.uk/engineering/research/climateassist/eligibility/ 

For further information download the Knowledge Exchange Workshop programme at http://www.aecb.net/cbcs-offer-free-

knowledge-exchange-workshop-programme/ 

Registration for these events is easy through the following Eventbrite links: 

• Passivhaus & Low Carbon Buildings: https://passivhausbuildings.eventbrite.co.uk 

• Current & Future Legislation in Energy and Buildings: https://currentfuturelegislation.eventbrite.co.uk 

• Current & Future Renewable Technologies: https://currentfuturetech.eventbrite.co.uk 
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• Energy Efficiency in Older Buildings: https://eeob.eventbrite.co.uk 

• Smart Grids: https://smartgridsjune.eventbrite.co.uk 

• Community Schemes: https://communityschemes.eventbrite.co.uk 

AECB Member Offer 

Centre of Refurbishment Excellence (CoRE) – Masterclasses on domestic retrofit 

CoRE is the not for profit, national centre of excellence for green building retrofit.   Their mission is to transfer practical retrofit 

knowledge to support excellence in retrofit products and projects across the domestic and non-domestic sectors.  CoRE’s network 

of Fellows is the UK’s largest bank of retrofit expertise, drawing together leading practitioners from construction, design and 

academia. They not only shape the CoRE agenda, but also share their knowledge with the growing number of active retrofitters 

through events, bespoke training and information sharing. Based in Stoke-on-Trent, CoRE is itself an example of refurbishment 

excellence, an international standard conference and training venue. 

CoRE have pioneered 30 new Masterclasses on domestic retrofit, all designed and delivered by leading experts (our CoRE Fellows).  

For current courses see www.core-skills.com/events/  

AECB Member Discount 

CoRE Masterclasses usually cost £200+VAT but AECB members using a promotion code will only be charged £125+VAT – please 

contact Gill Rivers by email gill@aecb.net to obtain the promotion code. 

West Midland SME’s (small businesses) may be eligible for a free place at up to three events as part of CoRE’s ERDF (European 

Regional Development Fund) Business Support Programme.  To register your interest for a complimentary ticket, please select the 

‘West Midland’s SME’ ticket option. 

Need phone and broadband at home? Make it greener 

  

By choosing The Co-operative Phone and Broadband, you are supporting an organisation that is committed to minimising its impact 

on the environment while still offering the best possible service to its customers.  

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband is provided by The Phone Co-op, an independent consumer co-operative which:  

• Invests in solar photovoltaic installations – over the last 18 months, it’s put £622k into solar energy generation, saving 140 

tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per year 

• Supports community energy – in 2013, it put £45k into renewable energy projects 

• Offsets its carbon footprint by paying a levy on the CO2 emissions resulting from its activity 

• Promotes the use of more sustainable transport modes – 91% of business miles travelled in 2013 were by train, bus, bike or on 

foot 

• Uses electricity from renewable sources  

• Recycles 100% of its waste 

 

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband offers everything you need to stay connected; including mobile services.   

Members of AECB get a £10 credit on their first bill; 6% of their spend goes back to supporting AECB's work - just quote unique 

code AF0130 when switching. Find out more on http://www.thephone.coop/aecb . 

To switch today (or to register your interest if you are stuck in a contract with a different provider), call 01608 434 040 or click here: 

http://www.thephone.coop/home/schedule-reminder/ 

 

Local Group News 

 

For full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events please visit www.aecb.net/events/  for up to date information on 

all of these events including dates, times and venues or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your name be added to a Local 

Group mailing list. 
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Forthcoming Local Group Events in February 2014: 

Nottingham Local Group 

The Nottingham Group Leaders, Gil Schalom and Tina Holt (of Transition West Bridgford), are taking part in the 

http://nottingham.greenopenhomes.net/ events in May and invite you to come along.  This event is part of the 

http://www.aecb.net/funding-green-open-homes-events/.  

This year’s theme is ‘seeing heat loss’ and there will be thermal images on display at each property. 

The projects are pretty diverse, including some extreme refurbs, two new builds and a cavity wall insulated house that has cut its 

energy bills in half with very moderate measures.  Full details can be seen on the http://wbecohouses.co.uk/.  

Gil Schalom will be taking the tours for the ‘in progress’ refurbishment schemes for two of the properties:  17
th

 May, Wollaton Road 

in Beeston and 18
th

 May, Charnock Avenue in Nottingham 

Other Green Open Homes taking part: 

• The Green Man House – an ultra-low energy new build near Market Bosworth (4 & 10 May) 

• Greenstone – a zero carbon barn conversion in East Leake (10 May) 

• Peveril House – using solar power and ground source heat pump (11 May) 

• Harrow House (towards EnerPHit) – a nearly Passive House refurb (10 & 11 May) 

• Elm Avenue in Beeston – (17 & 18 May) 

All the open homes are listed on www.wbecohouses.co.uk  where you can also find the booking details (via Eventbrite).  There are 

limited numbers available for each time slot so early booking is recommended.  Directions and other useful information (e.g. bus 

routes, parking etc) will be sent to those who book a place. 

AECB Drop-In Session at Greenbuild Expo, Manchester 

AECB members are invited to join Carol (of the Cheshire, Shropshire and Staffordshire Group) in Foyer Room 3 from 14.45 to 15.45 

at the Greenbuild Expo in Manchester on the afternoon of Wednesday 7
th

 May 2014. 

This meeting takes the form of a drop-in session and is open to all.  So take the opportunity to meet up with fellow members and 

bring along colleagues to find out more about the AECB. 

The focus is on the key issues around sustainable retrofit and you are invited to come and share your opinions and experience.  

From PassivHaus to low-cost solutions and from traditional solid wall homes to modern blocks of flats, there is a wide spectrum of 

what may be achieved given different aspirations, budgets and occupancy conditions. 

If you are going to attend the Greenbuild Expo (register at www.greenbuildexpo.co.uk) drop Carol a line and let her know you will 

be there or email c/o debbie@aecb.net  

About The Greenbuild Expo . . . . 

This is the biggest sustainable building event in the north, free-to-attend and aimed at those involved with the sustainable built 

environment. It combines a comprehensive conference programme, featuring speakers from across industry and academia, with an 

extensive exhibition of the latest technologies and materials.  More information on the http://www.greenbuildexpo.co.uk/.  

Greenbuild Expo 2014, Manchester Central, Lower Mosley Street, Petersfield, Manchester M2 3GX 

Brighton Local Group 

Jim Miller and Tim Small of the of the Brighton Group hold regular ‘techie’ meetings that provide an informal opportunity for 

individuals to discuss sustainable building practices and techniques – concentrating on the technical issues.  It also provides a forum 

for commercial networking and socialising. 

Time and Date:   Every second Tuesday of the month, from 7.00 pm until about 10.30pm  

Venue:   The Battle of Trafalgar, 34 Guildford Road, Brighton BN1 3LW   

The evening is likely to be useful for architects, building contractors, and associated trades, people looking to have sustainable 

building works carried out (new build or renovation).  However, all are welcome, including skilled self-builders and DIYers.  For 

more information contact the debbie@aecb.net, or see http://www.jimmillerdesign.co.uk/blog/ under Brighton Sustainable 

Building Drinks. 
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News  

 

UK Treasury Climate Modelling 'deeply flawed', claims report 

Economic modelling used by the UK Treasury to assess the costs of action on climate change 'should be treated with extreme 

caution', according to a new report commissioned by Friends of the Earth and WWF-UK.  The report, entitled '(Mis)understanding 

Climate Policy', investigates the modelling conducted by HMRC, which assesses the impact of the UK's carbon budgets on GDP. 

It reveals that the current model ignores the economic impacts of climate change - such as the recent floods - along with the job-

creation potential of the ever-growing low-carbon industries (scroll down for full report). 

The HMRC model finds that the fourth carbon budget, as currently planned, would reduce GDP by more than a weaker carbon 

budget. However, the report discovered that this finding is entirely down to 'weak assumptions'. Including very conservative figures 

for the economic benefits of reducing air pollution can easily wipe out this apparent loss of GDP, for example. 

Ackerman and fellow co-author Joseph Daniel, from Synapse Energy Economics, concluded that the model's findings should be 

treated with caution, advising that the Treasury and HMRC should open up the 'secretive model' to public scrutiny. 

For the full story go to http://www.edie.net/news/6/UK-Climate-Change-Policy-2014-HMRC-report/ where there is a copy of the 

full report. 

Political uncertainties risk derailing UK's energy strategy, finds report 

Britain's progression towards a low-carbon economy is being hampered by political uncertainties surrounding recent energy price 

hikes, the impact of the recession and on-going concerns about energy security.  That's according to a new report from the UK 

Energy Research Centre (UKERC), which identifies the various obstacles facing the nation's low-carbon ambitions. 

The UKERC report explores the key factors that are likely to affect the achievement of emissions reductions across the energy 

system; from the adoption of electric vehicles to the transformation of heat networks and the flow of finance for low carbon power 

stations.  It recommends that the government should expand energy efficiency programmes, particularly for the use of heat in 

buildings. It also points out that concerns of an investment gap are 'overstated' - there is no shortage of capital, but changes to 

policy frameworks, market structures and business models may be required to attract that capital to the UK power sector, it says.  

The report concludes that more attention should be paid to public concerns about the structure of the energy market and who 

should pay for new investments that need to be made. It explains that this could persuade the public to accept less desirable 

aspects of system change - such as continued fossil fuel use - if there is confidence that the full range of concerns are being 

considered. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/UK-Energy-Strategy-low-carbon-UKERC-report-2014/  

Green Deal Home Improvement Fund launched to incentivise homeowners 

The Government is set to breathe new life into its ailing Green Deal with the launch of a new Home Improvement Fund that will 

offer thousands of pounds to homeowners implementing energy efficiency improvements.  From June, householders in England 

and Wales will be eligible for a rebate of up to £7600 on the contributions they make towards energy-saving measures, opening up 

the market for SMEs in the energy efficiency sector. 

The Green Deal Home Improvement Fund, which also applies to private and social landlords, will offer up to £6000 for installing 

solid wall insulation; and £1000 for installing a further two measures from an approved list which includes cavity wall insulation, 

double-glazing and condensing gas boilers.  An additional £500 will be made available to those that implement any measures within 

12 months of moving into a property, and up to £100 will then be refunded upon a Green Deal Assessment. 

The Green Deal has seen slow uptake since its launch in 2012 and the Government has been heavily criticised for not taking more 

action to improve its progress. The number of completed Green Deal plans hit 883 in February - far lower than the initial 

expectations of energy minister Greg Barker; to have over 10,000 plans signed by the end of 2013. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Green-Deal-Home-Improvement-Fund-UK-energy-efficiency-2014/  

 

Events 

 

Solarsence Open Day 

Saturday May 10, 2014 - Bristol 
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Our next Open Day is taking place on May 10th - the perfect opportunity to visit our carbon-neutral Technology Park and get up 

close and personal with a full range of renewable technologies. We'll also be giving an update on the Feed-in Tariff and introducing 

the recently launched Renewable Heat Incentive. 

In addition: 

• We will also be providing test drives of the new BMW i3 electric vehicle! 

• Frack Free Somerset will also be joining us to explain about fracking and their campaign 

Our offices have developed into a fully functional technology park with working demonstrations of all the technologies we install.  

Visitors will be able to see the latest in: 

• Solar PV - including roof and ground-mounted systems 

• Solar Thermal 

• Ground source heat pumps 

• Air source heat pumps (fully operational so you'll be able to 

• see and hear them working) 

• Biomass boilers for home and commercial use 

• PV optimisation 

• Solar carports for charging electric vehicles 

• Electric Vehicles and personal charging points 

The event will run from 10am - 2pm with refreshments provided. 

If you have a project in mind or are just after some general information why not pay us a visit. 

For more information go to http://www.solarsense-uk.com/openday or ring 01275 461 800 

Decentralised Energy '14 Forum 

Need Help Developing Case for Onsite Energy Production?  Join us at Decentralised Energy '14 Forum. 

Date:  Tuesday 13th May 2014  

Time:  9:00am to 6.30pm 

Venue:  Jumeriah Carlton Tower, Cadogan Place, London SW1X 9PY 

Access the entire supply chain and information needed to develop a robust business case for onsite energy production in the UK; 

secure supply, save money and create new revenue streams which benefit your community. 

For more information go to www.decentralisedenergy.co.uk.  

Register now and receive 10% off with special DE011. 

Protection our Cities from Severe Weather:  Floods, drought and urban meltdown – delivering 

the solutions 

 

Date:   Wednesday 14th May 2014 

Time:  11.45am for 12.00noon working buffet lunch and presentations 

Venue:   24 Greencoat Place, Victoria, London 

Lunch Sponsor: Kindly sponsored by http://www.watermaticltd.co.uk/  

Cost: *FREE for industry professionals - thanks to the kind support of our sponsors 

Book now by emailing contact details and address to info@sustainablewater.org.uk 

The speakers will look at: 
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• Future Severe Weather is a certainty 

How we can achieve both of these - Self Reliance and Compliance 

• Creating a better environment  

Urban greening - Urban ecology - Urban cooling 

• Preventing the damage 

Reducing the Risks - Green Infrastructure costs less than grey - Reducing energy and CO2 emissions 

Speakers: 

Derek Drew-Smith, Flood Manager, Haringey. 

Update and implications of legislation, together with everything you need to know about SUDS including retrofit project at the 

Campsbourne Estate. 

Gary Grant, Eco Systems Services & Green Roof Consultancy Ltd 

Including the role of soil and vegetation in flood management. 

Followed by an expert panel discussion. 

2014 Encraft Passivhaus Conference 

A conference on Passivhaus primarily targeted at Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) and Local Authorities (LAs) 

Themes covered include: Passivhaus Overview and Certification, Why opt for Passivhaus: Perspectives from RSLs and LAs, Funding 

Models for Passivhaus; Whole-life costs of Passivhaus projects, and Avoiding potential pitfalls of Passivhaus. Short case-study 

presentations from a variety of UK Passivhaus projects would be featured at this event. 

Date:  30
th

 May 2014 

Time:  9.30am to 4.30pm 

Venue:  Birmingham 

It costs £50 per person to attend this limited spaces only event. There is a 10% discount available for both AECB and Passivhaus 

Trust members attending this event. To book a place, please visit http://encraftpassivhausconference.eventbrite.co.uk/. For further 

information on the event, please contact sameer.shirodkar@encraft.co.uk or telephone 01926 331969 

How much energy does your building use? – 3
rd

 June 

Launch of e-book and 'Building Performance Exchange' 

Tuesday 3 June 2014 - 5pm for 5:30pm 

'A National Scandal' this is how some have described the UK's failure to produce non-domestic buildings that combine both 

comfort and excellent energy performance.  To help combat this situation, the National Energy Foundation has partnered a new e-

book and is developing a new online 'Building Performance Exchange'. 

This FREE event addresses the challenges of delivering low-energy buildings, discusses solutions and considers how we can learn for 

the future.  The issues discussed will launch the Foundation's 'Building Performance Exchange' an online facility where non-

domestic building and energy professionals can record their experiences, solutions and thoughts on building better buildings.  

Liz Reason introduces her book: How much energy does your building use? 

This will be followed by presentations from three high-profile speakers: 

• Peter Clegg (Fielden Clegg Bradley architects) 

• Isabel McAllister (Mace) 

• Bill Hughes (Legal & General Property) 

Each member of the panel will talk about their experiences of building energy use in one of the design, construction and operation 

phases.  The event will close with drinks and light snacks and an opportunity to buy the book, network, share knowledge and meet 

the experts. 

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-much-energy-does-your-building-use-launch-of-e-book-and-building-

performance-exchange-tickets-11343505731  

Regen 2014, 25 – 26
th

 June 

The Exhibition and Conference for the UK Regeneration Industry – The Rum Warehouse, Liverpool 

The key event in 2014 that explores and discusses the challenges that face our towns and cities as they continue to develop, 

increasingly look to link their citizens to opportunities and play an ever stronger role in driving regional and national growth.  
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Whatever your interest in regeneration, Regen 2014 will offer a fabulous platform to generate new opportunities, network with 

fellow industry professionals from around the continent and because we are part of IFB 2014 gain valuable publicity for your 

organisation and projects.  

A 32 speaker conference where industry leaders lend their expertise, share their knowledge and debate the key themes, including:- 

• The importance of place 

• Transforming Communities 

• Economic development and growth 

Delegates can attend on one or both days and will have the opportunity to put questions to the seminar speakers in what will 

undoubtedly be a lively interactive programme. 

The Liverpool city regeneration tour: - enjoy a coach tour around some of the major regeneration areas of Liverpool showcasing 

success stories from around the city.  

To find out more about exhibiting, contact us on 0845 467 3303 or email us, info@regen2014.com 

The conference programme is available to download from http://www.regen2014.com/pdf/conference-programme.pdf and to 

register for this free event go to http://www.regen2014.com/register-attend-exhibition-conference.html  

 

Publications 

 

New from Routledge 

This month will see the publication of a number of new titles, covering everything from sustainability assessment, to governance of 

marine protected areas and forest economics and how to plan and install a micro-hydro system. 

To see all new titles publishing this month go to http://tandf.msgfocus.com/c/13Js2BcKMAi3DZZ313Bcjcniwk.  

New from IHS BRE Press 

• Specifying structural timber (DG 416 revised) 

Ed Suttie and Chris Holland 

ISBN 978-1-84806-369-3 

Timber that is used to sustain loads in buildings is said to be ‘structural’. It includes joists that support ceilings, floors and flat roofs, 

rafters and purlins or traditionally built pitched roofs. If timber is correctly specified at the design stage, it is more likely to be 

supplied and fitted without trouble and will give better service throughout the life of the building.  

This Digest discusses those aspects that should be considered in a specification for structural timber and provides a guide to the 

fuller information contained in relevant British Standards, European Standards, Eurocode 5 and other documents. It is aimed at saw 

millers and timber merchants in the wood processing industry and will also be of interest to engineers, designers and architects 

that need to understand the range and qualities of strength-graded timber in order to make appropriate and safe decisions and 

calculations with regard to their designs. This Digest replaces the guidance published in 1996. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327354  

• British-grown Douglas fir: Growth rate and density relating to visual grading and strength class attribution (IP 3/14) 

Ed Suttie 

ISBN 978-1-84806-370-9 

This Information Paper describes research carried out on visual methods to assess the strength of Douglas fir. Current standards for 

visual grading use the growth rate (i.e. width of growth rings) to draw conclusions for wood density, but testing the wood density of 

samples grown in various parts of the UK found that these standards underestimate the mean density. This often results in capable 

structural timber being downgraded and used for lower value applications.  

Using the ratio of earlywood to latewood in the growth rings can be used successfully to assess the wood density, and this 

alternative method would lead to less wastage of serviceable structural timber. The use of Douglas fir in structural applications is 

also briefly considered. This Information Paper is aimed at timber processors and users of timber products, as well as designers and 

architects considering using UK-grown Douglas fir for their projects. After reading this they should be inspired to use a material that 

supports part of the UK’s sustainable rural economy and have the confidence to specify Douglas fir in structural applications. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327355  

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please email details to 

network@aecb.net. 


