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          June 2014 

 

AECB News  

 

Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) 2013 Version  and SketchUp Design plugin: design PH 

The English version of the 2013 issue of PHPP (PHPP8) has been released and is available to purchase at £125 plus VAT online 

from: www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software.  

If you already have a copy of an earlier version of PHPP (e.g. PHPP7) you can upgrade to PHPP8 at the reduced price of £105 plus 

VAT.  This can now be done online at www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software    

The AECB has entered into a contract with the Passivhaus Institute (PHI) to sell the new SketchUp plugin designPH (English 

version).  You can buy it now at the AECB member rate discounted prices online via the AECB website 

at:  www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software   

Prices are listed below.  Please note these exclude VAT and depend on the version of PHPP you have.  For full details of the new 

designPH please visit: www.designph.org/ 

• Upgrade from PHPP7 to PHPP8.5 PLUS designPH plugin:      £210 

• NEW PHPP8 PLUS  designPH plugin (includes latest upgrade for PHPP8 to PHPP8.5):  £280 

• If you have a copy of PHPP8 you can have the designPH plugin only :   £170 

(including upgrade to PHPP8.5)        

Please note that if you do not have a copy of PHPP you cannot purchase DesignPH on its own.  The above prices are for AECB 

members only.  

Come to Bristol for the 2014 AECB Conference  

 

11-12 July 2014 | Wills Hall, University of Bristol 

Book by 6 June to save on registration fees for the 2014 AECB Conference  

Early booking deadlines apply 

Full programme information is now available for this year’s conference at http://www.aecb.net/featured/aecb-conference-

2014/ 

Highlights include:  

• Opening address by Mayor of Bristol, George Ferguson.  

• Launch of the new Carbonlite retrofit web based course.  

• High quality technical workshops and short presentations. 

• Tours of Ashley Vale Community Self Build. 

• Big Panel Debate on Promoting environmental understanding in building 
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• Plus: Exhibits, discussion, a fun social evening and the chance to catch up on AECB activities 

The conference will start at 11.00 on Friday 11 July with registration from 10.00. It will finish at 17.00 on Saturday 12 July. 

Download the full programme for details. 

Technical workshops and presentations will include:  

• Marion Baeli & Andy Hamilton: Retrofit performance: Feed-back from 20 case studies and details of the Bank Nook 

case study, featuring a heat pump  

• Jon Broome: How to do really good buildings in wood. 

• Bill Butcher & Mark Elton: Large and small retrofits using prefabricated timber. 

• Alan Clarke: Simple heating systems for low energy houses. 

• Tomas Gartner & David Gale: Building biology: a new UK network? 

• Cath Hassell: Briefing for designers - the floods. 

• Jonathan Hines: 30 years of radical timber construction: From Segal to Passivhaus, via I-beams, home grown, high rise, 

and Brettstapel’   

• Paul Jennings & Liam Schofield: Delivering EnerPHit airtightness on 32 maisonettes 

• Aubrey Meyer of the Global Commons Institute: ‘Carbon budgeting; what does it really take to frame precautionary 

global climate policy?’  

• Valentina Marincioni: What you need to understand about moisture when internally insulating buildings. 

• Harry Paticas: Monitoring moisture in historic buildings - a retrofit to AECB silver standard. 

• Bernard Plantrose: Planting trees to make buildings to plant more trees. 

• Kate de Selincourt: Natural ventilation - does it work? 

• Andy Simmonds, AECB Chief Executive, launches the new AECB carbonlite retrofit programme. 

• Kate Watson of Bristol Green Doors: Exemplar retrofits - what role can open homes events play? 

• Mike Whitfield & Fran Bradshaw: 2 new and different timber frame buildings to Passivhaus. 

A lively evening panel ‘Promoting environmental understanding in building’ will take place prior to the dinner and social 

evening. Panellists include:  Lucy Pedlar, Green Register; Kerry Mashford, National Energy Foundation (TBC), Chris Herring, AECB 

and Passivhaus Trust and Dr. Paola Sassi School of Architecture, Oxford Brookes University. 

We hope you can join us. Online registration is open on the AECB website with discounted rates available for booking before 6 

June 2014. It is also possible to book accommodation at the University for the Thursday and Friday nights.  This year the 

conference is open to non-members so please pass details to interested colleagues.   

For queries please contact Karen Purvis on 01993 831959 or conference@aecb.net 

AECB Home Energy Check 

The AECB Home Energy Check helps you to see how your existing home energy use compares against retrofitted energy efficient 

properties entered in the AECB Low Energy Buildings database. Energy used to heat and power these properties after they have 

been retrofitted is based on measured data, so these are real results after the fitting of energy efficiency measures including: 

wall, roof and floor insulation, improved windows, draught-proofing, ventilation systems, more efficient heating systems, lights, 

appliances and household electrical equipment. 

You will only need basic information about the size of your home and the amount of fuel(s) your home uses over a twelve-

month period.  You will be able to see how much energy the different buildings consumed before they were retrofitted (some of 

these pre-retrofit figures are modelled, some measured). 

We hope that the Home Energy Check and the information available on retrofitted buildings held on this searchable database 

provides you with the confidence to develop your own plans for making energy-saving improvements to your home – in order to 

reduce climate changing greenhouse gas emissions, increase your comfort levels and reduce your fuel bills. 

For further information visit the AECB Low Energy Buildings Database http://www.lowenergybuildings.org.uk/leb/home-energy-

use-check/ 

Membership Payments by Direct Debit 

As members will be aware we recently looked into offering a direct debit option to membership payments.  A survey of 

members was undertaken earlier in the year to see who would opt for this option. We have decided not to proceed as 

insufficient number of members indicated they would switch to direct debit so it is not cost effective at the current time. 
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We will continue to offer payment by bank standing order and if you would like to pay by this method, please contact 

emma@aecb.net.   

Payment can also be made through logging into our website www.aecb.net  - if you need your log in details, please contact 

emma@aecb.net.  We also accept payment by cheque or BACS; please check your renewal letter for more details. 

Important Notice For All AECB Members   

The AECB’s 2014 Conference and AGM are being held on 11
th

 and 12
th

 July 2014 at Wills Hall, University of Bristol.  The AGM 

business will be dealt with at 9.00am on 12
th

 July 2014 (provisional time and to be confirmed).  AECB members are invited to 

attend.  The Agenda is set out below and will also be posted on the AECB website with the Annual Report (including the report 

of the Chairman) and accounts for the period (www.aecb.net). 

For full details of this exciting and stimulating conference please visit the home page www.aecb.net.  

If you wish to attend you are encouraged to book as soon as possible as numbers are limited. This year, subject to available 

places, non members are welcome to attend.  Please note that any AECB member can attend the AGM business session only 

free of charge.  

If you have been or you represent a member company that has been an AECB member for more than 12 months, are you willing 

to serve as a Trustee of the Association and subsequently sit as a Trustee of the AECB Board?  If you are interested please 

telephone the existing Chairman, Peter Wilkinson, on 01282 844487. He will be able to explain what is involved and the input 

the AECB needs.  It would also be useful to visit the members’ area at www.aecb.net where minutes, reports, trustee and 

company information is posted.   

If you have any item you wish to include on the agenda for the meeting under Item 8 please let Sally (email: sally@aecb.net or 

telephone: 0845 456 9773) have full details before the 15th June. The agenda, annual report, accounts, minutes of the last AGM 

and other relevant information can be viewed at www.aecb.net. 

AGENDA  

Annual General Meeting of the Association for Environment Conscious Building (Ltd) (AECB)  

Meeting at 9.00am (time to be confirmed) on 12
th

 July 2014 at the University of Bristol 

1. Apologies 

2. To receive the minutes of the AGM held on 13th June 2013 (Note: these are available on-line at www.aecb.net) 

3. To receive the accounts for the financial year ending 30th September 2013.  Please note that these are available on-

line at www.aecb.net)  

4. To receive the Trustees’ annual report of the AECB’s activities to year ending 30th September 2013 (Note: this is 

available on-line at www.aecb.net)  

5. In accordance with article 12.5 of the Articles of Association (reproduced below for information), the following will 

retire from their current positions as Trustees: Chris Herring, Nick Grant, Mischa Hewitt, Fran Bradshaw & Peter 

Wilkinson. Nick Grant has confirmed he will not be standing for re-election. Chris, Mischa, Fran and Peter have 

confirmed they will be standing for re-election. Sadly, Neill Lewis, our longest standing Trustee, has resigned from the 

Board.  

“12.5.1 The term of office for Trustees is 3 years;  

12.5.2 Excepting Trustees appointed under 12.5.3 all Trustees must retire at the end of their term of office but may offer 

themselves for re-election.  There is no limit to the number of terms of office a Trustee may serve.    

12.5.3 The Trustees may co-opt up to three Trustees whose term of office is 3 years.  The Trustees may co-opt a Trustee for 2 

terms of office only.”   

6. To elect/re-elect a maximum of 6 trustees to the board (the board consists of a maximum of 12 trustees in total, each 

standing for a maximum term of office of 3 years). Nominations for Trustees must be sent to the Company Secretary: 

Peter Wilkinson at the companies registered office: 30 Linden Road, Earby, Barnoldswick, Lancashire, BB18 6XR, no 

later than 28 days before the AGM. 

For information about each candidate please visit www.aecb.net or contact email sally@aecb.net 

7. To appoint Keith Bridgford & Co as auditors. 

8. In accordance with paragraph 5.2.1, clauses 4.16, 5.1 and 5.3 of the AECB’s articles relating to the maximum to be 

agreed annually by the AGM, that the limit of earnings that any trustee can claim for work carried out on behalf of the 

AECB should remain at £5,000.00 in any financial year.  

9. To discuss and determine any issues of policy or deal with any other business. 

 The AECB is a company limited by guarantee. Company No 5336768  
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Company Secretary: Peter Wilkinson.  

Registered Office: 30 Linden Road, Earby, Barnoldswick, Lancashire BB18 6XR 

AECB and Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists (CIAT) – visit to Bolton University 

AECB Chair Peter Wilkinson spent an afternoon at Bolton University on Tuesday 29
th

 April 2014, advising a group of Architectural 

Technologist students on technical detail and sustainability.  The invitation was a result of continuing fostering of relations 

between the AECB and the Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists (CIAT) who are judging the students work and 

contributing feed-back to students.  

The students were busy preparing their final project work for a new University Campus building on a site in Bolton.  Peter was 

asked to critique numerous technical points on insulation, moisture and vapour control, green roofs and renewable 

technologies.  A lively discussion erupted on the pros and cons of natural materials verses man-made materials.  

Peter gave a brief introduction on the AECB and its sister organisation the Passivhaus Trust and the work that each organisation 

is involved with.  Also discussed were the virtues of low energy buildings in general and the AECB Silver Standard, the AECB’s 

Water Standard and Passivhaus Standard.  Peter has been asked back to the student’s presentation event to be held in June. 

Interdisciplinary Design for the Built Environment (IDBE) 

20th anniversary competition:  Win a scholarship for full tuition fees! 

To celebrate 20 years of academic success, IDBE is offering one full tuition scholarship for entry to our 20th anniversary cohort, 

for a start this September.  IDBE is a transformative part-time master's course at the University of Cambridge, for global 

practitioners working in the built environment. Through intensive, themed residential weeks we deliver a bespoke learning 

experience which develops individual and professional skills in multidisciplinary teamwork, the design process and individual 

research. For 20 years IDBE have been equipping graduates with enhanced  

skills, knowledge and professional networks to solve the challenges facing our industry by becoming innovative, dynamic and 

successful leaders. 

Further information on the course and on the scholarship can be found on our new website: http://www.idbe.arct.cam.ac.uk/ 

Please be aware that applications for this scholarship opportunity need to be received by 15th June 2014. 

Omnisense Remote Monitoring System 

The AECB has negotiated an ongoing rate of benefit to members and can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring system at 

significantly preferential terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  The 

Omnisense system is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, temperature and 

moisture level. Currently members who have taken up this offer are monitoring various internal wall insulation constructions, 

insulated suspended timber floors, conditions within brickwork that has been externally insulated, etc 

To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum board has been set 

up for discussion – click http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 

Less is More:  Energy Security after Oil (LIM) from the AECB.  

Less is More is available to download as a PDF http://www.aecb.net/publications/less-is-more-energy-security-after-oil/.   We 

can also send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is More at a price of £25 each (inc P&P).  To place your order online 

with payment via credit card (Worldpaycredit) click http://www.aecb.net/products-page/aecb-publications/ or contact 

sally@aecb.net. 

AECB Carbonlite Passivhaus Designer Courses 

With Passivhaus expertise more and more in demand, AECB CarbonLite courses offer the chance to gain the internationally 

recognised Certified Passivhaus Designer qualification. At the same time you will be benefiting from material uniquely tailored 

to UK building situations and showcasing UK examples. You can take the full Passivhaus Designer course, leading to the exam, or 

individual modules, such as 'Fundamentals of Passivhaus' or 'Construction of Passivhaus', to improve specific areas of 

knowledge. 

Our trainers are highly experience UK experts who are actually designing/ building Passivhaus in UK. Amongst others, Bill 

Butcher, Eric Parks, Mark Siddall, Alan Clarke and Nick Grant.  Not to mention Peter Warm and the rest of the WARM staff who 

have supported over 200 buildings in low energy design, and are Passivhaus certifiers. Their collective experience includes non-

domestic buildings, large residential schemes and real Passivhaus construction experience. 

Our courses have been running and continuously updated for over 4 years, with proven experience of delivering successful 

Passivhaus buildings. The 2-week programme is delivered using a mixture of lectures, group and individual learning, and includes 

site visits to innovative Passivhaus developments, a chance to socialise and to build a support network of Passivhaus 

professionals.  
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Find out more at http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ 

Our next course is coming up on the 8
th

 September, please email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call Ingrid on 01752 542546 

to book a place. 

  

  
Bristol  London 

2014 2014 

Week 1 

Fundamentals of Passivhaus 08-Sep 03-Nov 

Science of Passivhaus 9-10 Sep 04-05 Nov 

Construction of Passivhaus 11-Sep 06-Nov 

Thermal Bridging (optional) 12-Sep 07-Nov 

Week 2     

Services 22-23 Sep 17-18 Nov 

PHPP 24-25 Sep 19-20 Nov 

Revision 26-Sep 21-Nov 

Exam 18-Oct 05-Dec 

Cost: £2,000 + VAT for AECB members, (£2,349 + VAT for non-members); from £249 + VAT for modules. See 

http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ for details. 

NEW Multiple Booking offer: available for advance multiple bookings from the same company for the whole Designer course 

and all delegates sitting the same course. Email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call 01752 542546 for more details.  Terms & 

Conditions apply. 

 

AECB Member Offers 

 

Centre of Refurbishment Excellence (CoRE) – Masterclasses on domestic retrofit 

CoRE is the not for profit, national centre of excellence for green building retrofit.   Their mission is to transfer practical retrofit 

knowledge to support excellence in retrofit products and projects across the domestic and non-domestic sectors.  CoRE’s 

network of Fellows is the UK’s largest bank of retrofit expertise, drawing together leading practitioners from construction, 

design and academia. They not only shape the CoRE agenda, but also share their knowledge with the growing number of active 

retrofitters through events, bespoke training and information sharing. Based in Stoke-on-Trent, CoRE is itself an example of 

refurbishment excellence, an international standard conference and training venue. 

CoRE have pioneered 30 new Masterclasses on domestic retrofit, all designed and delivered by leading experts (our CoRE 

Fellows).  For current courses see www.core-skills.com/events/  

AECB Member Discount 

CoRE Masterclasses usually cost £200+VAT but AECB members using a promotion code will only be charged £125+VAT – please 

contact Gill Rivers by email gill@aecb.net to obtain the promotion code. 

West Midland SME’s (small businesses) may be eligible for a free place at up to three events as part of CoRE’s ERDF (European 

Regional Development Fund) Business Support Programme.  To register your interest for a complimentary ticket, please select 

the ‘West Midland’s SME’ ticket option. 

Need phone and broadband at home? Make it greener  

 

By choosing The Co-operative Phone and Broadband, you are supporting an organisation that is committed to minimising its 

impact on the environment while still offering the best possible service to its customers.  
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The Co-operative Phone and Broadband is provided by The Phone Co-op, an independent consumer co-operative which:  

• Invests in solar photovoltaic installations – over the last 18 months, it’s put £622k into solar energy generation, saving 

140 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per year 

• Supports community energy – in 2013, it put £45k into renewable energy projects 

• Offsets its carbon footprint by paying a levy on the CO2 emissions resulting from its activity 

• Promotes the use of more sustainable transport modes – 91% of business miles travelled in 2013 were by train, bus, 

bike or on foot 

• Uses electricity from renewable sources  

• Recycles 100% of its waste 

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband offers everything you need to stay connected; including mobile services.   

Members of AECB get a £10 credit on their first bill; 6% of their spend goes back to supporting AECB's work - just quote 

unique code AF0130 when switching. Find out more on http://www.thephone.coop/aecb. 

To switch today (or to register your interest if you are stuck in a contract with a different provider), call 01608 434 040 or click 

here: http://www.thephone.coop/home/schedule-reminder/  

 

AECB Member News 

 

A Sustainable Approach to Coastal Design - The Bazeley Partnership 

 

May 13
th

 2014, Cornwall: Devon-based property developer Grenadier Estates has started construction on a £3 million project to 

create six innovative new beach cottages at Widemouth Bay, Bude, in north Cornwall.  

The unique Atlantic View scheme, which stands on the site of a redundant holiday complex and on the edge of an Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty, will blend sensitively into the rural, wild heathland landscape of the coastal area.  

AECB Members The Bazeley Partnership has cleverly incorporated renewable solutions into the design, including solar thermal 

panels, air source heat pumps and a Green Roof System. The green roofing, which will be planted with sea thrift, (a common 

local flowering plant native to the north coast), and other indigenous plants, will reduce energy use as well as help to blend the 

buildings into the existing landscape. 

The design of the stunning new cottages features organic forms in natural materials such as stone and timber. These are 

sympathetic to the surrounding the landscape and will enhance the rural character of the area. The buildings will also cut into 

the natural elevation of the site nearer the road, in order to minimise the visual impact of the development. The innovative 

construction work will be carried out by Holsworthy building contractors JE Stacey & Co. Ltd. 

The first phase of the development is due to be completed by Summer 2015. 

Go to http://www.bazeley-architects.co.uk/work-begins-on-3m-beach-cottages-widemouth-bay/  
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Local Group News 

 

For full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events please visit www.aecb.net/events/  for up to date information 

on all of these events including dates, times and venues or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your name be added to a Local 

Group mailing list. 

 

Forthcoming Local Group Events in February 2014: 

• Cornwall Local Group  

The Cornwall Group have been invited by AECB member Mark Innes of Innes Architects 

(http://www.innesarchitects.co.uk/innes_architects_cornwall.html) to visit his home under construction.   Although not a 

certified Passivhaus, this unusual 3-bedroom house has been designed using the PassivHaus Planning Package and will be close 

to Passivhaus standards with a two-storey glass front for solar gain. 

There will be an artist’s studio on the ground floor and the east “Nest” contains the bedrooms with a feature shingled mansard 

roof in homage to the neighbouring Cornish Units.  The west “Platform” contains living and work accommodation, is sunk down 

by half a storey and connects front and back gardens with a landscaped roof. 

Venue:    1 West Park, Egloshayle, PL27 6AN 

Time and Date:   Wednesday 4
th

 June 2014 at 5.00pm   

This event, previously planned for 14th May, was unfortunately postponed due to a problem on site.  Apologies for any 

inconvenience caused and we hope you can make it on the new date. 

RSVP to Claire Maye at Cornwall Sustainable Building Trust or via debbie@aecb.net, Local Groups Coordinator so that we can 

give Mark an idea of numbers.  Please note to wear sturdy boots and ideally site gear as getting around involves some mud and 

ladders.  Tea and cake will be provided. 

• London Local Group  

The next London Local Group event will take place on 4th June and will include a talk on Natural and Passive Ventilation by Tom 

Lipinski, founder of Ventive. (www.ventive.co.uk).  The event will be held in the meeting room of Fluid Structures, which Ralph 

Swallow, one of our AECB members, has been kind enough to offer for our use.  This will be followed by further discussions and 

refreshments somewhere local. 

Date and Time:   Wednesday 4th June 2014 at 6.30pm 

Venue:    21 St George’s Rd, London SE1 6ES 

See Fluid Structures’ website for more information on the location (www.fluidstructures.com) 

Please do RSVP as numbers will be limited.  Contact the Group Leader, Peter Urquhart, directly or via debbie@aecb.net, the 

Local Groups Coordinator. 

Future events   

Keep an eye out for the London summer social event in July.  This will be announced shortly. 

We are looking for suitable venues for presentations and CPDs in the London area over the next few months.  If you have offices 

or suitable premises – and would be interested in hosting a meeting – please contact the Group Leader, Peter Urquhart, directly 

or via debbie@aecb.net, the Local Groups Coordinator.  This is a great way to showcase your work. 

• Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire Local Group 

The Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire Group are to visit the Gloucestershire Gateway, the new inspirational 

M5 Northbound services that opened at the beginning of June.  Mark Gale will be there to explain the journey of creating a 

richly sustainable and inspiring model for a motorway service station.  Only the Northbound Services are complete at this point 

and that is the meeting place.  

Date and Time:  Thursday 5th June 2014 at 6.30pm 

Venue:    M5 Northbound, Brookthorpe, Gloucester, Gloucestershire GL4 0DN 

When the need for a new services arose close to Gloucester, Mark Gale, CEO of Gloucestershire Gateway Trust, wanted to find a 

means of creating sustainable income to go back into local communities; and the partnership that has been set up with the Trust 

and the people behind the independent TeBay Services in Cumbria should do just that – they intend to donate a percentage of 

the profits each year back into the community.  Because they are a food business, and Gloucestershire and its surrounding 

counties are practically unrivalled in the quality and abundance of their food produce, they have been able to put together a 
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fabulous offer from local producers.  More information on the website http://www.gloucesterservices.com or follow on Twitter 

@glouc_services 

RSVP, please, either directly to the Group Leader Joolz, or via debbie@aecb.net, the Local Group Coordinator 

• Brighton Local Group 

Jim Miller and Tim Small of the of the Brighton Group hold regular meetings that provide an informal opportunity for individuals 

to discuss sustainable building practices and techniques – concentrating on the technical issues.  It also provides a forum for 

commercial networking and socialising. 

Time and Date:  Every second Tuesday of the month, from 7.00 pm until about 10.30 

Venue:   The Battle of Trafalgar, 34 Guildford Road, Brighton BN1 3LW (just up the hill from Brighton Station) 

The evening is likely to be useful for architects, building contractors, and associated trades, people looking to have sustainable 

building works carried out (new build or renovation).  However, all are welcome, including skilled self-builders and DIYers. 

RSVP and for more information contact the debbie@aecb.net, or see http://www.jimmillerdesign.co.uk/blog/ under Brighton 

Sustainable Building Drinks 

• Kent Local Group  

Abode Renovation Faversham are hosting a breakfast meeting of the Kent Local Group with technical presentations on natural 

paint and natural (wool) insulation by Earthborne Paint’s technical adviser, Colin Jones and Black Mountain technical manager, 

Bethan Mulvenna  

Date and Time:  Thursday, 12 June 2014 at 9.00am  

Venue:    Abode Renovation Faversham, Green Barn, Orchard Cottages, Canterbury Road, Faversham, Kent ME13 8XJ  

Bacon  rolls  and  tea  will  be  provided  by  Abode  Traditional  Building  Supplies. 

 RSVP to Paul Mallion, Conker Conservation directly or via debbie@aecb.net 

• Cheshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire Local Group 

Cheshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire Local Group will visit the new Severn Trent Call Centre at Shelton, near Shrewsbury at 7pm 

on Thursday 12
th

 June 2014.  The project architect was Michael Cruise at Glenn Howells Associates and one of the Group’s 

members visited there last year and found it most interesting.  

More information to follow or visit http://www.aecb.net/events/. 

 

News  

 

Rare Amazon trees are being cut down by criminal loggers and turned into luxury garden 

decking.  

And it’s for sale at builders merchant Jewson! 

We’ve reported Jewson to the UK government regulator. But if we kick off a big enough threat to their reputation as a 

responsible company, we could get them to stop selling dodgy wood in days, not months. We can do it with a huge and fast-

growing petition.  The criminal loggers use sophisticated scams to give their illegal timber a legitimate-sounding cover story. You 

won’t find Amazon timber at B&Q and Homebase - but you will at Jewson. 

A two-year Greenpeace investigation and an undercover sting in April have revealed they buy wood from the riskiest part of 

Brazil, where almost 80% of logging is illegal.  A salesman for Jewson’s partner company told our undercover investigator that 

the paperwork from Brazil, claiming to show where the timber comes from, is "not worth much more [than] what it's written 

on”.  

The Amazon rainforest is living, breathing, vast and beautiful.  It’s home to millions of animal, plant, insect and bird species. Yet 

criminal loggers smash roads right through it to get to rare trees, roads that are often later used to start fires for illegal land 

clearance. 

Recently, together we got Oriental & Pacific Tuna to stop using fishing methods that kill turtles and sharks after targeting their 

biggest retailer, Tesco. And we got Procter & Gamble to agree to stop buying palm oil from companies that destroy Indonesia’s 

rainforests. 

Now let’s do it for the Amazon.  

Sign the petition at: https://secure.greenpeace.org.uk/amazontimber 
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Sustainability Leaders Awards 2014  

Now open for entry! 

edie.net and Sustainable Business are once again proud to present the Sustainability Leaders Awards, this year taking place on 

November 19th at the Grand Connaught Rooms, London. These RSA-accredited awards recognise excellence in 10 distinct 

categories, focusing on specific aspects of sustainability and the environmental and business improvements they drive. 

From water, waste and energy management to sustainable building, stakeholder engagement and product innovation, there are 

awards for all businesses regardless of sector, focus or size. 

Enter today - you have until Friday 11th July to submit your entry for the following categories:  

• Waste & Resource Management  

• Carbon Management  

• Sustainable Building  

• Sustainable Transport & Logistics  

• Water Management  

• Energy Efficiency  

• Stakeholder Engagement  

• Sustainability Reporting  

• Sustainable Product Innovation  

• Sustainability Leader (Person)  

Go to http://www.edie.net/news/6/Entry-open-for-the-2014-Sustainability-Leaders-Awards-/ if you would like to learn more 

about the Sustainability Leaders Awards. 

As in previous years, Sustainability Leaders Awards 2014 promises to be a stunning event and we look forward to seeing you 

there – good luck! 

New Centre Aims To Design Low-Carbon Buildings For The Future 

A new Centre for Doctoral Training (CDT) in Decarbonisation of the Built Environment at the University of Bath will be launched 

today (29 May 2014) by the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC). The CDT will receive funding of £3m 

from the University and industry partners, including BRE Trust, Arup Group Ltd, Expedition Engineering Ltd, Atkins Global and 

Lhoist. 

Heating, lighting, cooling and ventilation of buildings accounts for around 40 per cent of carbon emissions from the developed 

world. The embodied energy needed to construct buildings accounts for another 5-10 per cent. As a result, the built 

environment is responsible for 50 per cent of relevant emissions, making it the largest single emitter.  

The UK has the stated aim of an 80 per cent cut in carbon emissions by 2050 and experts suggest this target can only be met if 

work is done to transform society as a whole. Specifically, the built environment will need to be near fully decarbonised by that 

date, so consequently architects have a vital role to play. 

The new CDT will be situated within the University’s Department for Architecture and Civil Engineering and housed in a new 

building, due to open in 2015. It will see between 50 and 100 PhD students completing game-changing research into zero and 

low-carbon building technologies.  

The research themes covered will address some of the challenges facing the decarbonisation of the built environment including: 

materials and structures, building physics, construction management processes, control and digital systems, social science, 

resilience and climate change, architecture, policy and economics. The Centre will help bridge the gap between academic 

research and an industrial and societal need. 

The first intake of students will start in October 2014 with the programme led by Professor David Coley who has a wealth of 

first-hand experience in combining low-energy building design with usability, designing developments that are fit for purpose 

well into the future. 

The investment complements pre-existing EPSRC CDTs at the University of Bath in Sustainable Chemical Technologies, Digital 

Entertainment and Statistical Applied Mathematics, as well as three other CDTs in which the University is now partnered with 

other universities.  

Renewable energy industry set for £64bn investment boost by 2020, finds report 

Almost £30bn of private sector investment has been ploughed into the renewable energy industry since 2010, delivering 4.2 % 

of UK energy and sustaining over 100,000 jobs in 2013 alone.   These are some of the key findings of a new report published 
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today (30 April) by the Renewable Energy Association (REA) in collaboration with Innovas and PwC. REview - Renewable Energy 

View: 2014 takes an in-depth look at the growth of renewables; jobs and turnover in the renewable energy industry and 

investment in renewable energy projects.  

Analysis by REA reveals that: -  

• Renewable electricity generation has grown steadily, increasing on average by 20.3% year-on-year between 2009 and 

2013.  

• Renewable heat generation has also grown steadily, increasing on average by 11.3% year-on-year between 2009 and 

2012.  

• Biofuel consumption has increased on average by 3.8% year-on-year between 2009 and 2013, although this growth 

has been erratic, with consumption actually decreasing in some years.  

Employment  

 

Analysis by Innovas reveals that: -  

• 103,000 people were employed across the UK renewable energy value chain in 2012/13.  

• In 2010/11, the REA estimated that there were 25,000 jobs in solar power and 110,000 jobs in renewables overall. On 

this basis, there were 7,000 fewer jobs in renewables overall in 2012/13 than in 2010/11.  

Investment  

 

Analysis by PwC reveals that: -  

• £29.8bn was invested in UK renewables between 2010 and 2013, of which: £27.7 bn was invested in renewable 

electricity; £1.4bn was invested in renewable heat; and £0.7bn was invested in renewable transport fuel production.  

• £64.4 billion is expected to be invested in renewables by 2020 in order to achieve Government projections for 

renewable electricity and heat.  

REview builds on the REA's 2012 report, Renewable Energy: Made in Britain - the first industry-wide analysis of employment in 

the UK renewable energy industry. REview will be formally launched this evening by Energy Minister Greg Barker in the House of 

Commons. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/REview-Renewable-Energy-report-2014-REA/  

Green heat technologies more affordable with RHI upgrade 

Businesses across the country are being offered 'greater choice than ever before' on how to sustainably meet their heating 

requirements as long-awaited improvements to the world's first Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) scheme come into.  The non-

domestic RHI pays firms for every unit (kWh) of useful heat produced using eligible renewable technologies. Changes to the 

scheme (listed below) are the result of close co-operation between industry and Government, and have been welcomed by the 

Renewable Energy Association (REA) and affiliated trade bodies. 

"The RHI is now a truly world-leading renewable energy policy," said the REA's chief executive Dr Nina Skorupska. "Almost all 

renewable heat applications are now supported under the scheme, offering businesses greater choice than ever before on how 

to sustainably meet their heating needs.  Local authorities and housing associations can also benefit from the expanded support 

for technologies that can feed district heating schemes, such as biomass, geothermal and energy from waste." 

Key changes to the scheme 

Increased support for: - Large biomass heat projects, Deep geothermal heating, Ground source heat pumps, Solar heating  

New support for: - Air source heat pumps, Biomass combined heat and power (CHP), On-site combustion of biogas from 

anaerobic digestion at all scales (previously limited to less than 200kW),  Waste-based heating projects using commercial and 

industrial waste as well as municipal solid waste  

The Solar Trades Association provided evidence to Government in support of increasing the 'value for money cap' for renewable 

energy support programmes, which has enabled support for solar water heating to increase to 10p/kWh. 

Stuart Elmes, chair of the STA Solar Thermal Working Group, said: "The extra support for solar heating means that the 

economics will now stack up for more projects. More swimming pools, sports centres, food factories and hospitals will now be 

able to afford year-round heating from the sun.  We have also proposed that future improvements should include front-loading 

RHI payments for solar into the first seven years, as with the domestic scheme, to help businesses get over payback hurdles." 

Support for large biomass heat has doubled, but this technology sub-sector still draws the lowest fixed level of subsidy of any 

low carbon technology. 
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The newly formed Wood Heat Association (WHA) announced its affiliation to the REA last week. Speaking of these changes to 

the RHI, the WHA's interim chairman Julian Morgan-Jones said: "Under the previous cost-control mechanisms, wood heat was 

being unnecessarily constrained in order to preserve head room in the budget for heat pumps that was clearly not going to be 

used.  The revised cost control mechanisms more closely match real world deployment and will ensure that wood heat can 

maximise its contribution to cost-effective emissions savings and renewable energy targets." 

The RHI counts towards the UK's 2020 renewable energy target and helps reduce the UK's dependence on polluting fossil fuels. 

The above changes come into effect today (28 May). 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Renewable-Heat-Incentive-2014-Government-energy-policy-changes/  

National Trust puts renewable energy in the spotlight 

Less than a month after announcing the launch of its own renewable energy trading company, the National Trust has slashed its 

environmental footprint by today (22 May) switching on the UK's largest marine-source heat pump at a country house in North 

Wales.  Plas Newydd, which was previously consuming over 1,500 litres of oil every day, is now entirely heated by the 300kW 

marine source heat pump which cost £600,000 to install but will save the conservation organisation over £40,000 a year in 

operating costs. 

The new local and clean energy system pumps a small amount of sea water from the Menai Strait in Anglesey through pipes to 

and from a heat exchanger on the shore and then up 30 metres of cliff face to the mansion's boiler house.  The project is the 

first of five schemes to be completed in a £3.5m pilot phase of the National Trust's Renewable Energy Investment Programme, 

which was launched last year in partnership with the 100% renewable electricity supplier Good Energy. 

The remaining pilot projects in the Renewable Energy Investment Programme are expected to be completed within the next 

year. If they are successful, the National Trust plans to invest in 43 renewables schemes at the places it looks after. 

The National Trust's five pilot projects:- 

• Plas Newydd - 300kW marine source heat pump, providing 100% of the property's heat requirements 

• Croft Castle in Herefordshire - 199kW biomass boiler, supplying 74% of property's heating needs 

• Ickworth in Suffolk - 199kW woodchip boiler, supplying renewable heat to Ickworth House 

• Hafod y Porth near Craflwyn in Snowdonia - energy from a 100kW hydro-electric scheme will be sold to the grid via 

National Trust (Renewable Energy Ltd) 

• Stickle Ghyll in the Lake District - 100kW hydro-electric project, expected to provide 30 per cent of the property's 

energy needs, including the National Trust's Sticklebarn pub 

The National Trust has committed to reducing its energy use by 20 per cent, halving fossil fuel consumption and generating 50 

per cent of its energy from renewable energy sources by 2020. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/National-Trust-Plas-Newydd-marine-source-heat-pump-renewable-energy/  

 

Events 

 

Sustainable Government UK 2014 

10
th

 June, Russell Hotel, London 

The UK’s central and local government own property worth £370 billion, with an annual running cost of over £20 billion. Making 

these estates and facilities sustainable, while protecting the environment and improving our quality of life, is of paramount 

importance at a time of economic austerity and volatility in energy prices. 

The protection and enhancement of the quality of life of existing and future generations is a central tenet of sustainable 

development. Reducing energy usage and building energy resilience makes perfect business sense. According to a 2013 report 

by the Department for Energy and Climate Change, energy prices are expected to rise by 20 percent between 2013 and 2020. 

Such increases add to the need for pan-government energy efficiency measures that would fully maximise the UK’s green 

growth potential, and situate Britain at the leading edge of the global green energy market worth over £3.3 trillion. Working in 

partnership with industry, the public sector stands to benefit from reducing its carbon footprint, and associated energy costs, to 

unlock serious savings. 

At Sustainable Government UK 2014, we consider how the public sector can reduce future carbon emissions and ensure that any 

new developments and infrastructure is affordable, low carbon and resource efficient.This high level event brings together 

senior decision-makers from across the public sector to discuss how operational performance can be improved upon, and how 
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the UK can better adapt to climate change.Through a series of cross-sector case study and thought leadership presentations 

throughout the day, delegates will gain evidence-based insight into innovations and best practice. 

For more information go to http://p3-media.co.uk/sustainable-government/  

 

Publications 

 

New from IHS BRE Press 

• Wind loads on roof-mounted photovoltaic and solar thermal systems (DG 489 revised 2014) 

Paul Blackmore 

ISBN 978-1-84806-346-4 

Roof-mounted solar systems – solar thermal (ST) and photovoltaic (PV) – have seen a surge in popularity driven by the Feed-in 

Tariff and Renewable Heat Incentive schemes and the rising cost of energy from other sources. These systems must be designed 

and installed to withstand the maximum wind loads expected during their lifetime. There are no British or European Standards 

that give specific guidance on wind loads on these systems and the guidance that is available is limited.  

The first edition of this Digest, published in 2004, presented the best information available at the time for a limited range of 

integrated and above-roof types of roof-mounted PV systems. However, since then there has been a considerable expansion in 

solar system installations in the UK and worldwide. This has led to the development of a range of installation configurations that 

were uncommon or not available in 2004 but are now being used more frequently.  

This Digest has been revised and expanded to include wind loading guidance for a wider range of roof-mounted solar 

installations and example calculations, and is now applicable to both PV and ST systems. It includes guidance for installers, 

designers and manufacturers of such systems, as well as local authorities, architects and specifiers, on the wind loads to be used 

for the design of roof-mounted solar systems in the UK based on the Eurocode for wind actions (BS EN 1991-1-4:2005) and the 

UK National Annex. This Digest replaces the guidance published in 2004. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327363  

• Environmental impact of biomaterials and biomass (FB 67) 

Nigel Jones and Jo Mundy 

ISBN 978-1-84806-371-6 

This report reviews how biomaterials and biomass have been assessed within The Green Guide to Specification, including the 

application of the Environmental Profiles methodology, which underlies data. The way in which biomaterials and biomass are 

addressed within building-level environmental assessment schemes such as BREEAM and the Code for Sustainable Homes is also 

explained. 

The report will give manufacturers and specifiers a general understanding of the significant benefits and impacts of biomaterials 

and biomass over their whole life cycle and help to identify opportunities for improvements to their environmental 

performance. 

It is part of a series that provides comparable information on windows, masonry and concrete, metals, floor finishes, cladding 

and insulation to assess the environmental impact of specific construction materials. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327366  

• People-friendly lighting controls (IP 4/14) 

Stephanie King, Paul Littlefair, Gareth Howlett, Feride Sener and Cosmin Ticleanu 

ISBN 978-1-84806-372-3 

Lighting controls offer substantial energy savings, and new techniques, such as touchscreens, scene setting and colour changing 

LEDs, allow uniquely flexible and sophisticated control. However, clear and accessible controls system interfaces are vital if users 

are to control the lighting properly.  

This Information Paper explains how to design lighting controls interfaces that are easy to use and understand and give 

appropriate feedback to users. It will be of interest to controls manufacturers, lighting designers, building services consultants, 

ergonomists, facilities managers and building owners. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327369  

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please email details 

to network@aecb.net. 


