
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Speaker biographies  
 
Opening Address 

 
George Ferguson CBE PPRIBA RWA 
Mayor of Bristol 

 
George Ferguson, past President of the Royal Institute of British Architects, was co-founder of Ferguson Mann 
Architects in 1979 and founded the national UK wide network of practices, Acanthus, in 1986. 
 
He has a wide variety of experience in architectural, master planning and regeneration projects, including urban 
regeneration and historic building work that formed the foundation of his practice.This includes many award 
winning schemes such as the Bristol Millennium project with its new urban spaces, Royal William Yard in 
Plymouth, and his own mould breaking Tobacco Factory mixed use project and nationally acclaimed theatre that 
has helped kick start the regeneration of South Bristol. 
 
He is a lateral thinker and has been a prime mover for change in attitude to planning and redevelopment in the 
South West Region and beyond. This led him to being awarded honorary degrees from the Universities of Bristol 
and of the West of England, and to being elected RIBA President (2003-2005) when he was noted for 
championing the causes of education, the environment and urbanism. He was appointed a CBE in the 2010 New 
Years Honours for services to architecture and to the community in the South West. 
 
A co-founder of the Academy of Urbanism, he writes, broadcasts and lectures extensively on the environment, 
planning and architectural matters at home and abroad. He is amongst many other things a Trustee of Bristol’s 
Arnolfini art gallery, recently of the London based ‘think tank’ Demos and is an Academician of the Royal West of 
England Academy. He is also founder of the Bristol Beer Factory. 
 
Having studied at Bristol University (three degrees including an honorary degree), Mr Ferguson has lived in 
Bristol for 47 years. 
 
He declared his intention to stand as an independent candidate in the Bristol mayoral election prior to the city-
wide referendum held on 3rd May 2012. Bristol was the only one of ten cities polled that voted in favour of a 
directly elected mayor. 
 
Mr Ferguson ran as the Bristol 1st candidate (a party that he registered in order for the Bristol 1st logo to appear 
alongside his name on ballot papers) and polled 37,353 votes to Labour Candidate Marvin Rees’ 31,259 votes. 
 
He becomes the first independent mayor to lead a major city in Britain and was officially sworn in at a ceremony 
held at Brunel’s Passenger Shed, Temple Meads on 19th November 2012. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Workshop speakers  
 
Marion Baeli, Paul Davis + Partners Architects 
 
Marion Baeli qualified in Paris in 2001, obtained her Part III at UCL in 2003 and an MA in Sustainability and 
Design at UEL in 2010. Her passion for sustainability and low energy design led Marion to take part and win a 
contract as part of a government competition, Retrofit for the Future, which in turn led to the delivery of the award 

winning Princedale Road project, the first certified Passivhaus retrofit in the 
UK.  
 
Marion also co-heads Paul Davis + Partners ‘green group’, and lectures on 
the subject of energy efficient retrofits in the UK and abroad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Retrofit performance: Feed-back from 20 case studies and details of 
the Bank Nook case study, featuring a heat pump  
Saturday 12 July | 14.30 | Co-presented with Andy Hamilton 

 
Feed back on post occupancy evaluation of 20 case studies from TSB Retrofit for the future programme. Results 
include energy demand, airtightness; CO2 emissions; internal comfort (CO2 concentration, temperatures and 
humidity levels). 
 

 
Fran Bradshaw, Anne Thorne Architects LLP 

 

Frances Bradshaw is an architect, and has been a partner at Anne Thorne 
Architects since 1996. Extensive experience in participatory design and 
community projects, with a strong focus on green design, form the basis of her 
work.  

Recent projects include new Passivhaus standard brick house in York and 
a strawbale house for her family, 'Retrofit for the Future’ houses, and the 
community run ‘Ecohub' at Lordship Park in N London. 

She has contributed through lectures, articles and seminars to developing and 
forwarding sustainable design and refurbishment and is deputy chair of the 
AECB. 
 

 



Two very different timber frame houses 
Saturday 12 July | 14.30 | Co-presented with Mike Whitfield  
 
Fran Bradshaw and Mike Whitfield will be comparing their experiences building 2 very different timber framed 
houses.  
 
Mike will be talking about the construction of a 132m2 timber framed passive house in Herefordshire...the house 
was designed to be a simplified version of a passive house he built for another client. The shape was kept very 
simple, frame was value engineered, and the intention was to build a passive house for a price that compared to 
a good quality building regs house. 
 
Fran’s strawbale house for herself and family combines a primary douglas fir traditional oak pegged frame, with 
strawbale walls and thatched roof. Taking the opportunity to be thoroughly unprofessional, no work was tendered, 
and the building was a celebration of a lifetime in an inhospitable but enduringily fascinating building industry. The 
result - she hopes to show - an economical and very liveable-in home.  
 

 
Jon Broome, Architect & self-builder, Jon Broome Architects 
 

� Worked on council housing in Lewisham in the 70’s. 
� Commercial work in the Caribbean and then working with Walter Segal 

on social self-build groups in the 80’s. 
� A Director of Architype in the 90’s working largely in the public sector 

specializing in low energy design, timber frame construction and 
sustainable building. 

� Study tour of the Caribbean region reporting on low-cost timber frame 
housing 1990. 

� Co-author of ‘The Self-Build Book’ 1991 and contributor to ‘Housing & 
the Environment’ and ‘Architecture and Participation’. Author of ‘The 
Green Self-Build Book’2007. 

� Housing Corporation Gold Award for Environmental Sustainability 
2007 and Sustainable Social Housing Designer of the Year 2010. 

�   Certified PassivHaus designer. 
�   Currently architect for Custom Build project in Walthamstow and 

proposal for a ‘sustainable neighbourhood’ in Lewisham. 
 

How to do good buildings in wood 
Saturday 12 July | 10.00  
 
Issues illustrated with lots of built examples over 30 years or so… 
 

• Cold bridging  

• Airtightness – balloon frames, membranes, sheathing 

• Home grown timber 

• Certification 

• Durability – species, treatment, detailing 

• Finishes 

• Adaptability –extend, rearrange, upgrade, relocate 

• Structure – post & beam, tree trunks 

• Foundations – pads, piles, steel screws 
 
 
 
 
 



Bill Butcher, Green Building Store  
 

Director of Green Building Store and Green Building Company, Bill Butcher has 
been the project leader of the Denby Dale Passivhaus and Stirley Farm 
EnerPHit projects and is currently leading the Golcar Passivhaus build. 
Originally trained as a quantity surveyor, he has over 40 years’ building 
experience, including construction of the Longwood low-energy house in the 
early 1990s. Through his regular fortnightly Passivhaus diary blog, written for 
Building.co.uk, Bill sought to make Passivhaus construction methods accessible 
and easily understandable for the wider construction industry. 

Bill is a Certified Passive House Consultant and a Certified Passive House Tradesperson. He also serves on the 
Technical Panel of the Passivhaus Trust and teaches on the Construction module of the CarbonLite CEPH 
Designer course.  

EnerPHit barn conversion with internal timber framing 
Friday 11 July | 16.00 
 

 
Alan Clarke, Building services engineer, energy consultant and certified Passivhaus designer 
 

 
Alan Clarke is a building services engineer long working in low energy and 
environmental design and now specialising in Passivhaus projects, with 
around 20 now completed and many more in progress. He appreciates the 
scientific rigour of Passivhaus, which is backed up by the monitored 
performance, seeing the standard more as a system for delivering high quality, 
comfortable and  healthy buildings rather than yet another energy rating.  
 
 

 
Simple heating systems for low energy houses 
Saturday 12 July | 12.00 
 
When designing a cutting edge eco house there is a temptation to throw in every possible heat source and 
sophisticated control, but when you have a building fabric optimised to require minimal heat input is this worth it? 
The reduction in running costs compared with a simple heating system cannot justify the capital cost of the most 
complex setup, so what is the optimum choice for low cost to build and efficient low carbon operation?  
 

 
Kate de Selincourt, Writer and AECB member 
 

 
 
Kate de Selincourt is a writer, researcher and editor. Her interests are 
evidence and policy, and the gaps between the two in the areas of sustainable 
building, energy and the environment. She is a contributor to Green Building 
Magazine, Passive House Plus magazine and the AECB website, and other 
publications. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Natural ventilation - does it work? 
Saturday 12 July | 12.00 
 
Natural ventilation has a lovely airy ring to it – but what does it deliver in practice? 
Does ‘user control’ help or hinder air quality? 
Natural ventilation is sometimes sold as “low energy” – but is it really? 
If there is a ventilation ‘performance gap’, what do we need to know, in order to close it? 
 

  
Mark Elton, Sustainable By Design LLP 

 
Mark joined Sustainable By Design LLP in May 2013, bringing with him over 18 years 
of experience in low energy architecture. He has been an active member of the 
RIBA’s Sustainable Futures committee for over 6 years, is a Life Fellow of the Centre 
of Refurbishment Excellence (CoRE) and is an accredited European Passivhaus 
Designer, recently invited to judge the 2014 International Passivhaus Awards. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parkview Hub – social housing EnerPHit refurbishment using prefabricated timber  
Friday 11 July | 16.00 
 

Case study of our innovative project in SE London where 
an existing 1960’s,concrete maisonette block is being 
transformed through retrofit. Working with German 
contractor Gumpp & Maier, the block is being over-clad 
with residents in situ using prefabricated timber cassettes 
that are factory assembled to incorporate everything from 
the air-tightness barrier to the rain screen cladding and 
including windows, doors and vents. 
 
 

 

David Gale, Gale & Snowden Architects & Engineers 
 

Gale & Snowden Architects, established in 1992, is an award winning 
RIBA chartered practice that focuses on Regenerative Design based on 
Permaculture Principles.  The practice integrates ecology, building 
physics, building biology, architecture and landscape design in a desire to 
create healthy uplifting environments that are life enhancing.  The Practice 
has been a long term member of the AECB since inception, dedicating 
their work exclusively to ecological and healthy design for over 20 years, 
working throughout the UK.   
 
Gale & Snowden Architects has become the first Building Biology 
Consultancy in the UK to be officially accredited by the Institute for 
Building Biology and Ecology (IBN) in Germany. This accreditation by the 
IBN is in recognition of the practice's dedication and expertise in this field. 

 
David’s background is in Biology and he is an Architect and founding Director at Gale & Snowden Architects.  
 
 



Tomas Gartner, Gale & Snowden Architects & Engineers 
 
Tomas trained and worked as an Architect in Germany prior to moving to the 
UK in 2007 when he joined Gale & Snowden Architects and Mechanical 
Engineers.  Since 1992 the practice’s team of architects, mechanical 
engineers, Passivhaus designers, landscape architects, permaculture 
designers and planners specialises exclusively in integrated, ecological and 
sustainable design and planning.  
 
 In 2014 Gale & Snowden have become the first Building Biology 
Consultancy in the UK to be officially accredited by the Institute for Building 
Biology and Ecology (IBN) in Germany.  Tomas was the project Architect on 
the practice’s multi residential, certified Passivhaus projects in the UK. 
Currently he works on a range of Passivhaus schemes including residential, 
commercial and leisure facilities.   
 

Tomas is a Director at Gale & Snowden and a chartered member of the RIBA and ARB.   He is a licensed Code 
for Sustainable Homes Assessor (BRE), Certified Passivhaus Designer CEPH and certified Building Biologist 
IBN. 
 
Building Biology UK: Introduction to Building Biology UK and the new online course from the Institute for 
Building Biology and Ecology (IBN) in Germany 
Saturday 12 July | 12.00 

Bau biology (or Building biology) is the study of the holistic interrelationships between humans and their (build) 
living environment.  Today, our living environment is defined by the spaces and buildings we have created for 
ourselves.  Most of us take great care when it comes to what we eat, where our food comes from, what we give to 
our children, how we keep fit etc., but when it comes to construction unfortunately the focus is only very rarely on 
the human being, their health or well being.  Very often the focus is predominantly cost driven and economic 
viability, low maintenance costs and short payback periods are typically the key drivers for developments.  On 
average we spend about 90% of our time indoors and 30% of our time in bedrooms.  With these exposure times 
even low concentrations of potentially harmful substances can affect our health in the long term and cause 
chronic diseases.  More vulnerable inhabitants like children and elderly persons are particularly exposed to this 
risk.  Bau biology is about managing this risk.  

Gale & Snowden has become the first Building Biology Consultancy in the UK to be officially accredited by the 
Institute for Building Biology and Ecology (IBN) in Germany.  The IBN was founded in 1976 to provide objective 
information and to offer a holistic approach to building biology and its teaching and to promote a healthy, 
ecologically and socially responsible living environment. 

This seminar will provide an introduction to the background, key concepts, testing standards of Building Biology 
and key organisations involved to help orientate those that are not familiar with the concept. 

We will then proceed to discuss how the Building Biology movement is being developed as a not-for-profit 
organisation in the UK which will be affiliated to the Building Biology movements in both the rest of Europe and 
the USA. 

We will be able to explain the exciting development of the new on-line UK Building Biology course, translated 
from the latest course material from the Institute for Building Biology and Ecology (IBN), in Germany.  Start for 
this course is planned for autumn 2014. 

An ongoing series of Building Biology related seminars are being planned in the UK in support of the on-line 
Building Biology course which can lead to qualification as a certified Building Biology consultant, accredited by 
the IBN. 

This seminar is the start of a permanent presence for Building Biology Ecology in the UK and it is a call to 
members to join at the outset. 

 
 
 



Andy Hamilton, Energy Consultant 
 

Andy Hamilton has worked for the European Commission, the USA National 
Science Foundation, and Sino Bridge, the Chinese Government international 
agency. Until 2012 he was the reader in Urban Sustainability at Salford 
University, where he was the technical director of several multi-million Euro 
research projects in aspects of sustainability and energy. From 1971 to 1985 he 
was a builder, and in 1977 wrote the course in Building Renovation for 
Manchester College of Building.  
 
He is now semi retired and has returned to his practical roots, working towards a 
carbon neutral home set in an ecologically managed woodland. 
 
 
 

 
Retrofit performance: Feed-back from 20 case studies and details of the Bank Nook case study, featuring 
a heat pump  
Saturday 12 July | 14.30 | Co-presented with Marion Baeli 
 

Bank Nook Case Study, featuring a heat pump:  The Retrofit of a “Hard to Treat” home in the UK is examined. 
The value of an integrated approach to insulation and energy appliances (Heat Pumps, PV panels, etc) is 
assessed.  
 
Details of energy saving by installation of Heat Pumps, Wood Burning Stove, and PV panels are presented as 
well as savings from various types of insulation. In particular the value of an Air Source Heat Pump, central to this 
retrofit, will be assessed. Detailed graphical analysis of environmental monitoring (temperature, humidity, energy 
appliance performance factors) will be shown and discussed.  
 

 
Steven Harris, CRSH Architects 
 

Steven has been working on zero energy buildings for over 15 years. 
Starting at Hopkins Architects, he worked on both Portcullis House and 
Nottingham Jubilee campus before becoming a founder of ZEDfactory to 
work on BedZED with his Hopkins colleague Bill Dunster. After 10 years 
with Bill he and his wife Catherine Roberts formed the Architects 
practice CRSH Architects in order to build their own zero energy house 
in South East Wales. Un y Berllan is fully monitored, achieving an actual 
performance of 6kWhr/m2 and was shortlisted for the 2013 National 
Eisteddfod Gold Medal for Architecture. 
 
He is an occasional blogger for amongst others, the Energy Saving 
Trust, primarily on the coming of smart home energy technologies and 
the implications these will have for the future national energy landscape. 
 
 
 
 

As well as Architecture, Steven is the Director of the energy consultancy Steven Harris Ltd., the Technical and 
Policy Director of the smart metering and monitoring company Energence Ltd., and a Director of Abergavenny 
Energy CIC. He also sits on the Zero Carbon Hub.  
Previously Steven has been the Technical Lead for the Energy Saving Cooperative, Head of Low Carbon 
Technologies for the Energy Saving Trust, and a Senior Lecturer in Environment and Energy at the University of 
East London.  
 



Smart Home Energy and PassivHaus 
Saturday 12 July | 14.30 
 
Would a smart thermostat be bored in a Passivhaus? After all what would it have to do? A Passivhaus requires 
so little heating that most of the time the thermostat would just be having the conversation with itself saying “I’m 
programmed to make sure it’s warm at this time of day….Oh! it already is!” 
 
But smart energy should not be about you and your house, it’s about running society off a limited harvest of 
renewable energy. Sometime that harvest will be plentiful, sometimes meager, but with intelligent control that 
plentiful harvest can be used or stored so we don’t need to resort to burning coal on a cold windless night. 
 
So far from being bored, your passivhaus energy system will be watching the weather, watching the energy price, 
watching Eastenders(!) and planning to take what little energy the house needs at times when it can be harvested 
renewably and no one else needs it. It may also dabble in selling a little of the house’s stored energy back.  
 
This workshop reviews current smart technology and ideas, and then via group participation, asks what a smart 
energy (and passive house) society might really look like, and how we might get there. 
 

 
Cath Hassell, ech2o consultants ltd 
 

Cath Hassell is an expert in sustainable water strategies and low-carbon 
technologies, formed from a background of 17 years in the plumbing industry and 
15 years in environmental building.  She is director of ech2o consultants ltd, a 
company that works at both a strategic and individual site level, providing 
technological and behavioural solutions that reduce the UK’s carbon footprint.   
 
Cath is a founder member of SWIG (the Sustainable Water Industry Group) and 
was a director of the AECB for seven years. Fascinated by how we use water 
she writes a regular column for Green Building Magazine, a water blog for the 
AECB, blogs about showering at a year of showering variously and inspires 
school pupils to be water aware. www.ech2o.co.uk  
 
 

 
Briefing for designers - the floods 
Saturday 12 July | 09.40 
 
As winter and summer storms bring heavy rainfall across the UK, Cath Hassell of ech2o discusses what designers 
can do to mitigate against and adapt to the floods that invariably follow. Includes the most current thinking on 
water sensitive urban design, SuDS, decoupling from surface water sewers, designing to reduce the damage 
after flooding and whether building floating houses can ever be a valid solution.   
 

 
Jonathan Hines, Architype Ltd 

 
With a life-long commitment to social and environmental sustainability, 
Jonathan’s focus has always been on achieving sustainability through 
design. He has led the team for many of Architype’s pioneering buildings 
including the Springhill Co-housing Scheme in Stroud, Architype’s own 
award winning sustainable office in Hereford, and the UK’s first BREEAM 
Excellent and Passivhaus schools. Architype have been ‘life-long’ members 
and supporters of the AECB. 
 
Jonathan became a director of Architype in 1989, and later established a 
second office in the west of England in 1996.  Architype has become a 



uniquely radical company, and with many of its sustainable innovations now adopted by the mainstream. 
Unusually for a UK architect, the majority of Architype’s projects over 30 years have been of timber construction. 
 

Architype have won a multitude of awards, including Sustainable Architect of the Year and the RIBA Sustainability 
Award in 2007; the Ashden Award for Sustainable Energy in 2009; BCSE Sustainable School of the Year and the 
RIBA Sorrell Foundation School Award in 2010; National Building Cutting the Carbon Award in 2011; and the first 
UK Passivhaus Award in 2012. 
 

Architype are pioneering the introduction of passivhaus standards into the UK, through a number of current 
projects – including four completed schools and a fifth currently under construction, and a wide range of 
passivhaus projects currently in design, including a research centre at the University of East Anglia, an archive 
and records centre in Herefordshire, and a church in Sheffield.  
 

Jonathan has established a sister company called ArchiHaus, specifically to undertake Passivhaus housing 
development, and is currently working on an innovative rural scheme for 150 houses in Herefordshire. 
 

Jonathan has been involved in a number of national research projects. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts 
and a member of the Design Review Panel of the Design Commission for Wales. In 2011 he was named in a list 
of the top 50 people most influencing sustainable development in the UK. 
Jonathan strives to be at the forefront of sustainable thinking, challenging current conventional ideas, regulations 
and zero-carbon targets, and promoting forward thinking innovative but practical solutions. 
 

30 years of radical timber construction: From Segal to Passivhaus, via I-beams, home grown, high rise, 
and Brettstapel   
Friday 11 July | 16.00 
 

 
Paul Jennings, Jennings Aldas Ltd 
 

Paul Jennings of Aldas has over 25 years of experience of airtightness testing.  
This has included most of the UK Passivhaus stock, from the first domestic and 
non-domestic PH certified builds, both in Machynlleth, and more recently the 44-
unit Lancaster Co-housing project.  He is currently providing airtightness testing & 
technical support on several major EnerPHit refurbishments. Paul pioneered using 
concise visual summaries of an Air Barrier Strategy alongside Air Barrier 
Drawings as essential elements in achieving airtight buildings, and developed and 
led the first trainings for Airtightness Champions, the key on-site role to ensure an 
airtight design is realised. 
 
 
PJJ with builder explaining test readings during the acceptance test on a Bere Architect's extreme 
refurbishment in North London, taken by Sarah Lewis of Bere. 
 

Delivering EnerPHit airtightness on 32 maisonettes  
Saturday 12 July | 10.00 

Co-presented with Liam Schofield  



Valentina Marincioni, University College London and Natural Building Technologies 

 
 
Valentina is a research engineer and doctoral researcher in Building Physics at 
the Bartlett School of Graduate Studies. Previously to that she was working on 
in-situ monitoring strategies for the development of wood-based internal wall 
insulation systems. She is working on publications for retrofit of traditional 
buildings with the STBA and on the International Energy Agency’s Annex 55. 
She regularly speaks at both national and international conferences. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

What you need to understand about moisture when internally insulating buildings 
Saturday 12 July | 12.00 

When improving the thermal performance of a building you change its physical properties. This affects moisture 
levels in walls, which can lead to unintentional building damage. As such, when applying internal wall insulation to 
solid masonry buildings, it is vital that we understand the potential impact on the building fabric. To fully 
understand this we need to analyse both the external and internal climates and the impact they have on internally 
insulated walls. These findings can help drive materials specifications for robust energy efficient design. 
 

 
Tim Martel, Architectural Technologist and Passivhaus Designer 

Tim has a long term background in sophisticated spreadsheets, R&D and computer programming. He graduated 
2 years ago with 1st Class (Hons) in Architectural Technology and in the same year qualified as a Passivhaus 
Designer.  He then worked for a year with a UK Passivhaus certifier Peter Warm in Plymouth and was involved in 
the AECB Passivhaus Designer courses and Passivhaus certification. For the past year he has been carrying out 
research on retrofitting 3 house types for the AECB CarbonLite retrofit programme and with Simmonds Mills 
architects on newbuild and retrofit Passivhaus projects.  
 

CarbonLite Retrofit Programme  
Friday 11 July | 14.00 | Co-presented with Andy Simmonds 
 

 

Aubrey Meyer, Global Commons Institute 

 
Aubrey Meyer has directed GCI since 1990. During that time GCI developed the 
framework proposition for UNFCCC-compliance Contraction and Convergence 
(C&C). 
 
C&C is now widely recognized and supported:  See: 
http://www.gci.org.uk/SDa.html 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Carbon budgeting: What does it really take to frame precautionary global climate policy? 
Friday 11 July | 12.30 

 
The objective of the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change [UNFCCC] is achieving stable Greenhouse Gas 
Concentration in the atmosphere at a level that is safe. The risks 
of UNFCCC-Non-Compliance with that objective increase 
exponentially with delay. A globally strategic response that is fast 
enough to achieve Compliance is required.  
The 'free-market' will not achieve this, however a 'framework-
based-market' such as Contraction and Convergence [C&C] may. 
But this requires strategic goal-focus and coordination. 
 

There is support for this approach: - http://issuu.com/aubreymeyer/docs/ban_ki_moon_un_c_c 
 

 
Harry Paticas, Arboreal Architecture 

 
Harry Paticas is an architect, certified Passivhaus Designer and co-director of 
Arboreal Architecture. He graduated from the Architectural Association in 2003 
and is a visiting lecturer at Brighton University where he teaches on the 
undergraduate Architecture Technology programme. He has expertise in deep 
retrofitting, having recently completed the renovation of a listed London 
townhouse to the AECB Silver Standard. In his practice he is committed to 
integrating rich architectural experience with high performance fabric and 
services. Arboreal is an RIBA Chartered Practice, member of the 15-40 low 
energy architecture collective.  
 
 
 

 
Monitoring moisture in historic buildings - a retrofit to AECB silver standard 
Saturday 12 July | 12.00 

This workshop will review the research and design approach undertaken for the deep-retrofit of a listed London 
townhouse to the AECB Silver Standard. The hygrothermal performance of a range of insulation materials and 
wall build-ups will be analysed following a review of one year of moisture monitoring from 15 sensors buried in the 
building fabric. The techniques employed to retain a high level of thermal performance with internal wall insulation 
while retaining historic features will be explored. Working with Valentina Marincioni, the readings from a few key 
sensors will be compared to WUFI simulations in an attempt to predict future moisture levels. 

 

 
Bernard Planterose, North Woods Construction Ltd 

 
Since 2000: Participated in 4 EU funded timber research and knowledge transfer 
projects, 3 in collaboration with Gaia Architects. One of these (2006) was on 
brettstapel and cross laminated timber. Another (with Highland Birchwoods) 
involved design and construction of a timber-concrete composite footbridge 
utilizing home-grown Scots pine.  
 
Since 2006 : Collaborated with Eurban Ltd (London & Inverness) on various CLT 
projects including winning entry for Scottish Housing Expo. 2008: co-wrote 
supplementary Planning Guidance on "timber in sustainable construction" for 
Borders Council.  
 
 



In 2010 designed and built possibly Scotland's first privately commissioned CLT house with Eurban. In 2012 won 
EU funding for new workshops and equipment including bandsaw mill. Workshop designed and built in 
collaboration with Eurban. Currently working on two CLT projects with Eurban and part of advisory group to 
Scottish Govnt on changes to Planning law and Building Standards to allow and promote the development of 
'hutting' in Scotland. 
 
Member of the Forest Policy Group - an independent think tank - that provides an ongoing critique of forestry in 
Scotland, challenging the status quo through papers and discussion with FCS. 
 
 
Planting trees to make buildings to plant more trees 
Friday 11 July | 14.00 
 
From the joys of managing your own woodland, building your first cabin to designing and building commercial 
projects in timber.  From manual tree felling and struggling with a chainsaw mill to operating a small timber 
manufacturing workshop. 
From utilizing home-grown softwood to state of the art glulam and CLT panels - sometimes both in the same 
building. From teaching yourself 3D modelling to collaborating with leading engineers and architects. A personal 
journey that started and remains all about the trees. 
 
 

 
Liam Schofield, DS Airtightness Installation 
 

Liam Schofield was recruited as an airtightness champion whilst 
building the Lancaster co-housing project. Gaining experience 
in both installing an airtight envelope and various leak location 
methods, he then worked on smaller projects before being 
headhunted for the Erneley Close EnerPHit refurbishment of 32 
maisonettes in Manchester. He participated in the training of 
other trades around airtightness, and took the lead in 
developing innovative solutions to the novel leakage problems 
found in these blocks. Now in partnership with Christopher 
Dawson, an experienced joiner, he has started DS Airtightness 
Installations to provide sealing solutions on projects requiring 
high standards of airtightness. 

 
Photo: Liam Schofield and Christopher Dawson 
 
Delivering EnerPHit airtightness on 32 maisonettes  
Saturday 12 July | 10.00 |  Co-presented with Paul Jennings  

 

Andy Simmonds AECB Chief Executive Officer  

 
Andy is an architectural designer and sustainable building consultant, having 
extensive experience with historic buildings and materials, refurbishment and new 
build. His practice Simmonds.Mills Architects has specialised in rammed earth, 
innovative timber construction, green materials and delivers projects to AECB 
Silver, EnerPHit and Passivhaus Standards.  
  
As part time CEO of the AECB - the sustainable building association, he initiated and 
developed the AECB CarbonLite project including the AECB/TSB low energy buildings 
database and the CarbonLite Silver/Passivhaus/Gold detail design guidance.  
  
 



He was part of the team that set up the AECB's Passivhaus Trust. Simmonds.Mills' non domestic 'BREEAM 
Excellent' building in Essex is a certified Passivhaus and his family home in Hereford is a successful low energy 
refurbishment - and the first Passivhaus 'EnerPHit' building certified in the UK.  
 
CarbonLite Retrofit Programme  
Friday 11 July | 14.00 | Co-presented with Tim Martel 
 

 

Dan Weisselberg, Bristol Green Doors CIC 

 
Dan Weisselberg is one of the founders, directors and householders of 
Bristol Green Doors.  
 
Inspired by his Masters degree in Architecture, Energy and the 
Environment at the Centre for Alternative Technology, in 2009 - 10 Dan 
carried out a significant green refurbishment of his own home and 
realised his neighbours were interested in what he had done and who 
he had used.  
 
From this Bristol Green Doors was born with Dan able to utilise his 
strong background in marketing, education and community activity. 
With local groups and his co-founders he developed the “project” into a 
community interest company and one of the most successful green 
open homes events in the UK.  
 

As well helping deliver six Green Doors events locally over the last four years, Dan has also worked closely with 
the Energy Saving Trust on a consultancy role and recently with the Centre for Sustainable Energy developing 
the national Green Open Homes network and mentoring new and existing organisations to develop their own 
open homes events.  
 
As Dan is married to a busy GP, he also manages much of his family’s ongoing needs and in his own time enjoys 
cycling, football and music. 
 
Exemplar retrofits - what role can open homes events play? 
Saturday 12 July | 10.00 
 
Open homes events help promote retrofitting in a friendly and peer learning environment, taking the sales pitch 
out of the learning and research process. These are touch and feel events and allow visitors to question 
householders on their experience of decision making, sourcing, installation and living in a retrofitted home. What 
is the role of open homes events in deciding what constitutes an 'exemplar' retrofit? Should we as organisers limit 
the materials on display in open homes or is our role purely to introduce householders to the variety of solutions? 
How do we insure we incorporate homes with the latest technologies or most current thinking? 
 

 

Mike Whitfield 
Mike Whitfield Construction Ltd 

Mike Whitfield runs a small construction company in Herefordshire. He has specialised in energy efficient building 
for about 18yrs, and in passive house principle building for the last four years. 
 
Two very different timber frame houses 
Saturday 12 July | 14.30 | Co-presented with Fran Bradshaw 
 
Fran Bradshaw and Mike Whitfield will be comparing their experiences building 2 very different timber framed 
houses.  



 
Mike will be talking about the construction of a 132m2 timber framed passive house in Herefordshire...the house 
was designed to be a simplified version of a passive house he built for another client. The shape was kept very 
simple, frame was value engineered, and the intention was to build a passive house for a price that compared to 
a good quality building regs house. 
 
Fran’s strawbale house for herself and family combines a primary douglas fir traditional oak pegged frame, with 
strawbale walls and thatched roof. Taking the opportunity to be thoroughly unprofessional, no work was tendered, 
and the building was a celebration of a lifetime in an inhospitable but enduringily fascinating building industry. The 
result - she hopes to show - an economical and very liveable-in home.  
 

 

Evening Panel: Promoting environmental understanding in building 

 

Panellists 

 

Chris Herring, AECB and Passivhaus Trust 

Biography to follow 

 

 

Dr Kerry Mashford BSc (Hons) MSc PhD MSt (Cam) CEng FIMechE FRSA,  
Chief Executive, National Energy Foundation 

 

Kerry Mashford began her career as a mechanical engineer in 
power engineering, before taking an academic post in the College 
of Manufacturing at Cranfield. In the 1990s, Kerry joined Unilever 
where she was responsible for the development of new 
technologies and product design methodologies for FMCG 
manufacturing. From 1999 to 2001 Kerry was Director of the UK 
Government’s Manufacturing Foresight programme, exploring 
potential future direction for UK manufacturing with stakeholders 
from industry, government and academia. In parallel, Kerry co-
founded Interfacing Ltd, an engineering design and consultancy 
company focusing on sustainable projects, materials, 
technologies and systems, where she initiated and built a 
demonstrator ‘Smart Home’ for the 1994 Future World exhibition. 

Subsequently approached to be Head of Sustainable Manufacturing & Construction for ARUP, Kerry was 
responsible for a £2m European Regional Development Fund project in the UK to create a sustainable off-site 
manufacturing supplier base in the Thames Gateway, simultaneously contributing to economic regeneration and 
providing dwellings for the extensive development in the area. Whilst Sustainable Development Director at Benoy 
Architects and Masterplanners, Kerry had global responsibility for sustainable building design and certification, 
and for sustainability appraisal and guidance to masterplanning and large development projects. In 2009, as 
Director of Development for the Centre for Remanufacturing and Reuse, Kerry advised business, research 
councils and the Government on the wider sustainability benefits of remanufacturing. 

Since 2011, as Technical Director of the Ecological Sequestration Trust, Kerry led all technical aspects of the 
trust’s work including integrated model development. Between 2009 and 2012, Kerry was also engaged as Lead 
Technologist in low impact buildings at the Technology Strategy Board, leading programmes to develop design 
and decision tools for the sector and, most recently, the £8m Building Performance Evaluation programme aimed 
at improving understanding of the increasingly acknowledged building performance gap. Kerry took up her current 
role, as CEO of the National Energy Foundation, in December 2012. 



Kerry is a Chartered Engineer, Fellow of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, and a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Arts. She has an MSt in interdisciplinary design of the built environment (IDBE) from the University of 
Cambridge and a PhD in integrated design of complex, multi-domain systems from Brunel University. She is an 
experienced Non-executive Director (corporate and charitable), and adviser to several academic institutions. 
Kerry is a member of IMechE Council, a lead assessor for the Manufacturing Excellence Awards and has 
represented the Technology Strategy Board on working groups of the Green Construction Board. 

 

 

Lucy Pedler, The Green Register and archipeleco architects 

Lucy is an architect with 30 years of professional experience in the UK and USA 
and has particular expertise in sustainable building practices.  

Lucy worked as a Product Specialist and Seminar Coordinator at Construction 
Resources, the UK’s first Ecological Building Centre for five years. This role 
involved researching the environmental impact of building materials and systems 
and then conveying the information to both clients and construction professionals.  

Lucy’s experience as Seminar Coordinator contributed to the setting up of The 
Green Register in order to raise awareness of sustainable building to a wider 
audience. Lucy created The Green Register in 2000, now a nation-wide networking 
and educational not-for-profit organisation promoting sustainable building practices 
to all disciplines of the construction industry. 

In 1999, Lucy started her own sustainable architecture practice, archipeleco, designing buildings that have a low 
impact on the environment.  

Lucy is an AECB member (Association of Environment Conscious Building), a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, 
co-chair of WESCON (West of England Sustainable Construction network) and on the Bristol Urban Design 
Forum. 

 
Dr Paola Sassi, Oxford Brookes University 

 
Dr. Paola Sassi teaches and undertakes research at Oxford Brookes University and the 
Oxford Institute of Sustainable Development and runs the MSc Sustainable Building: 
Performance and Design.  Dr. Sassi worked in architectural practice in Germany, Italy and 
the UK and has taught architecture and sustainable design at Nottingham University and 
Cardiff University. She researches and has published in the field of design for 
deconstruction and closed loop material cycles, ventilation in ultra-low energy homes, 
motivations for adopting sustainable lifestyles and is the author of ‘Strategies for 
Sustainable Architecture’, runner up in the RIBA International Book Award 2007 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


