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          September 2014 

 

AECB News  

 

Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) 2013 Version  and SketchUp Design plugin: design PH 

The English version of the 2013 issue of PHPP (PHPP8) has been released and is available to purchase at £125 plus VAT online 

from: www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software.  

If you already have a copy of an earlier version of PHPP (eg PHPP7) you can upgrade to PHPP8 at the reduced price of £105 plus 

VAT.  This can now be done online at www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software    

The AECB has entered into a contract with the Passivhaus Institute (PHI) to sell the new SketchUp plugin designPH (English 

version).  You can buy it now at the AECB member rate discounted prices online via the AECB website 

at:  www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software   

Prices are listed below.  Please note these exclude VAT and depend on the version of PHPP you have.  For full details of the new 

designPH please visit: www.designph.org/ 

• Upgrade from PHPP7 to PHPP8.5 PLUS designPH plugin:      £210 

• NEW PHPP8 PLUS  designPH plugin (includes latest upgrade for PHPP8 to PHPP8.5):  £280 

• If you have a copy of PHPP8 you can have the designPH plugin only :   £170 

(including upgrade to PHPP8.5)        

Please note that if you do not have a copy of PHPP you cannot purchase DesignPH on its own.  The above prices are for AECB 

members only.  

UK Passivhaus Conference 2014 

The UK Passivhaus Conference 2014 is being organised by the Passivhaus Trust (http://www.passivhaustrust.org.uk/) and the BRE 

(http://www.passivhaus.org.uk/), together with their supporting partners and affiliates.  

The conference will explore how Passivhaus can be used to help deliver near and zero energy buildings. The conference will include 

all the features from last year and more, again crammed into just one day, including leading-edge project presentations, detailed 

project case studies, a full-scale exhibition room and networking sessions to bring you up-to-date with all the latest research and 

practice! 

Learn about: 

• How forthcoming requirements for near and zero energy buildings relate to Passivhaus 

• Delivery of Passivhaus at scale, both in the UK and overseas 

• The best examples of retrofit projects in the UK, from tower blocks to individual homes 

• What it takes to deliver a successful Passivhaus project 

• And more! 

Discover how to: 

• Deliver successful Passivhaus buildings at scale. 

• Close the performance gap and achieve low energy consumption in use. 

• Create a comfortable and healthy environment for occupants. 

• Implement a well-managed quality assurance process.   
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• Meet your Part L and near zero energy requirements through a tried-and-tested approach.  

We would like to invite you all to participate in the UK Passivhaus Conference 2014. 

Conference tickets are now available! Go to http://www.ukpassivhausconference.org.uk/tickets-and-registration to Book your 

tickets now to receive a 10% early booking discount 

AECB Response:  NICE (National Institute for Health and Care Excellence): Excess winter deaths 

and illnesses – guideline consultation 

NICE is developing public health guidelines on excess winter deaths and illnesses:  identifying and supporting vulnerable children 

and older people.  All registered stakeholders for this public health guidance were invited to comment on the provisional 

recommendations during a 6 week consultation with stakeholders. The guideline makes recommendations on how to reduce the 

risk of death and ill health associated with living in a cold home. 

To read the guideline visit www.nice.org.uk/guidance/gid-phg70/resources/excess-winter-deaths-and-illnesses-guideline-

consultatation-draft-guideline-2 

This response was drawn up by AECB, on behalf of AECB, Severn Wye Energy Agency and the Sustainable Traditional Buildings 

Alliance.  To read more visit www.aecb.net/publications/aecb-response-nice-national-institute-health-care-excellence-excess-

winter-deaths-illnesses-guideline-consultation 

AECB Water Blog 

 

The AECB water blog 3 is now out.  Amongst other things, Cath Hassell of ech2o, reworks the Charles Dickens novel ‘A Tale of Two 

Cities’ to explain the solution to underperforming WCs , explains how a recirculating shower works, discusses quarter turn taps and 

directs you to some artistic lead welding videos.  Read more at http://www.aecb.net/welcome-aecb-water-blog-3-september-

2014/ 

The Community Energy Awards 2014  

All over the UK, community energy projects are being established to improve the energy efficiency of homes and buildings, reduce 

fuel poverty and make renewable energy more affordable.  

That’s why Energise London (http://www.energiselondon.org.uk/), a community energy organisation has established the UK 

Community Energy Awards and we will be working closely with others in the sector to deliver this important milestone.  

We are pleased to announce that AECB member, Tina Holt, has been shortlisted as one the finalists for Green Energy Champion for 

the 2014 UK Community Energy Awards.   The awards are the first of their kind with an extraordinarily high quality of entries.  The 

winners will be announced on 4
th

 September 2014 at the ceremony in Oxford City Hall.  

Soapbox 

“Grrr, that is so annoying!”   “It really bugs me the way that …”   well, if something is bugging you, feel free to share it with fellow 

AECB members and the wider world, via our Soapbox feature.  Just drop a line to kate@aecb.net and sketch out what you have to 

say.  For more information or to read other Soapbox articles visit www.aecb.net/publications/publication-categories/soapbox/ 

Omnisense Remote Monitoring System 

The AECB has negotiated an ongoing rate of benefit to members and can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring system at 

significantly preferential terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  The 

Omnisense system is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, temperature and 

moisture level. Currently members who have taken up this offer are monitoring various internal wall insulation constructions, 

insulated suspended timber floors, conditions within brickwork that has been externally insulated, etc 

To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum board has been set up 

for discussion – go to http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 

Less is More:  Energy Security after Oil (LIM) from the AECB.  

Less is More is available to download as a PDF from http://www.aecb.net/publications/less-is-more-energy-security-after-oil/.  We 

can also send you printed and wire bound copies of Less is More at a price of £25 each (inc P&P).  To place your order online with 

payment via credit card (Worldpaycredit), go to http://www.aecb.net/products-page/aecb-publications/ or contact sally@aecb.net. 
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AECB CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer courses 

With Passivhaus expertise more and more in demand, AECB CarbonLite courses offer the chance to gain the internationally 

recognised Certified Passivhaus Designer/Consultant qualification. At the same time you will be benefiting from material uniquely 

tailored to UK building situations and showcasing UK examples. You can take the full Passivhaus Designer course, leading to the 

exam, or individual modules, such as 'Fundamentals of Passivhaus', to improve specific areas of knowledge. 

Our trainers are highly experience UK experts who are actually designing/ building Passivhaus in UK. Amongst others, Bill Butcher, 

Eric Parks, Mark Siddall, Alan Clarke and Nick Grant. Not to mention Peter Warm and the rest of the WARM staff who have 

supported over 200 buildings in low energy design, and are Passivhaus certifiers. Their collective experience includes non-domestic 

buildings, large residential schemes and real Passivhaus construction experience.  

Our courses have been running and continuously updated for over 4 years, with proven experience of delivering successful 

Passivhaus buildings. The 2-week programme is delivered using a mixture of lectures, group and individual learning, and includes 

site visits to innovative Passivhaus developments, a chance to socialise and to build a support network of Passivhaus professionals. 

Find out more at http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ 

We still have a couple of places left for individual modules in our Bristol course, as Building Services (22
nd

-23
rd

 Sept) and PHPP (24
th

 

– 25
th

 Sept).  Our next course is coming up in London in November. Please email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call Ingrid on 

01752 542546 to book a place. 

 
London 2014 

 

Week 1 

Fundamentals of Passivhaus 3rd Nov 
 

Science of Passivhaus 4-5th Nov  

Construction of Passivhaus 6th Nov  

Thermal Bridging (optional) 7th Nov  

Week 2 

Building Services 17-18th Nov  

PHPP 19-20th Nov  

Revision 21st Nov  

Exam 5th Dec 
 

Cost: £2,000 + VAT for AECB members, (£2,349 + VAT for non-members); from £249 + VAT for modules. See 

http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ for details. 

NEW Multiple Booking offer: available for advance multiple bookings from the same company for the whole Designer course and all 

delegates sitting the same course. Email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call 01752 542546 for more details.   Terms and 

Conditions apply. 

 

AECB Member Offers 

 

Centre of Refurbishment Excellence (CoRE) – Masterclasses on domestic retrofit 

CoRE is the not for profit, national centre of excellence for green building retrofit.   Their mission is to transfer practical retrofit 

knowledge to support excellence in retrofit products and projects across the domestic and non-domestic sectors.  CoRE’s network 

of Fellows is the UK’s largest bank of retrofit expertise, drawing together leading practitioners from construction, design and 

academia. They not only shape the CoRE agenda, but also share their knowledge with the growing number of active retrofitters 

through events, bespoke training and information sharing. Based in Stoke-on-Trent, CoRE is itself an example of refurbishment 

excellence, an international standard conference and training venue. 

CoRE have pioneered 30 new Masterclasses on domestic retrofit, all designed and delivered by leading experts (our CoRE Fellows).  

For current courses see www.core-skills.com/events/  

AECB Member Discount 
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CoRE Masterclasses usually cost £200+VAT but AECB members using a promotion code will only be charged £125+VAT – please 

contact Gill Rivers by email gill@aecb.net to obtain the promotion code. 

West Midland SME’s (small businesses) may be eligible for a free place at up to three events as part of CoRE’s ERDF (European 

Regional Development Fund) Business Support Programme.  To register your interest for a complimentary ticket, please select the 

‘West Midland’s SME’ ticket option. 

Need phone and broadband at home? Make it greener  

 

By choosing The Co-operative Phone and Broadband, you are supporting an organisation that is committed to minimising its impact 

on the environment while still offering the best possible service to its customers.  

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband is provided by The Phone Co-op, an independent consumer co-operative which:  

• Invests in solar photovoltaic installations – over the last 18 months, it’s put £622k into solar energy generation, saving 140 

tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per year 

• Supports community energy – in 2013, it put £45k into renewable energy projects 

• Offsets its carbon footprint by paying a levy on the CO2 emissions resulting from its activity 

• Promotes the use of more sustainable transport modes – 91% of business miles travelled in 2013 were by train, bus, bike 

or on foot 

• Uses electricity from renewable sources  

• Recycles 100% of its waste 

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband offers everything you need to stay connected; including mobile services.   

Members of AECB get a £10 credit on their first bill; 6% of their spend goes back to supporting AECB's work - just quote unique 

code AF0130 when switching. Find out more on http://www.thephone.coop/aecb . 

To switch today (or to register your interest if you are stuck in a contract with a different provider), call 01608 434 040 or click here: 

http://www.thephone.coop/home/schedule-reminder/  

 

Local Group News 

 

For full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events please visit www.aecb.net/events/  for up to date information on 

all of these events including dates, times and venues or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your name be added to a Local 

Group mailing list. 

 

Forthcoming Local Group Events in September 2014: 

• Cheshire, Shropshire and Staffordshire Local Group 

Carol, Group Leader for Cheshire, Shropshire & Staffordshire has organised some interesting visits for the last few months of 2014.   

These start on 3
rd

 September at Brymbo Heritage Project (http://www.brymboheritage.co.uk/), near Wrexham, a sustainable 

renovation of former Brymbo Steelworks into a tourist attraction. 

Date & Time:   Wednesday 3
rd

 September 7.00 pm 

Venue:    Brymbo Heritage Project, Brymbo Enterprise Centre, Blast Road, Brymbo, Wrexham, LL11 5BT 

Please let us know if you are interested in attending (by 1st September please) – and if you would like to bring any guests – RSVP to 

Carol directly or via Debbie AECB Local Groups Coordinator at debbie@aecb.net  

Other events for the autumn and winter 2014 are as follows: 

Sunday 19
th

 October afternoon, times tbc 

A 1750s stone cottage near Rawtenstall – retrofitted to become almost Carbon neutral for heating by AECB member, Andy 

Hamilton and part of an open Ecohouse weekend. 
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Wednesday 3
rd

 December 7.00 pm 

Co-op HQ, Manchester – now that the office has been open for a year, this revisit will explore post-occupation monitoring, what 

has been learned and how the building is working. 

If you have an idea for a meeting (a presentation or discussion) – or would like to host a get together to highlight the work of your 

company in the area (including Lancashire and Manchester) please let me know and I will pass this on to Carol.  Debbie, Local 

Groups Coordinator debbie@aecb.net 

• Scotland PedalHaus Tour  

Following the success of the first Scottish PedalHaus Tour in April, AECB Scotland Group Leader, Linda Forbes in conjunction 

with Matt Bridgestock of The Scottish Ecological Design Association (SEDA) have announced the next one in September.  This will 

be a visit to BRE Innovation Park at Ravenscraig. 

Booking via Eventbrite www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scotland-pedalhaus-2-tickets-12618244509 

The second Scottish Pedalhaus tour will visit the BRE Innovation Park at Ravenscraig. An exciting opportunity to visit a number of 

different projects including: 

• BRE visitors centre (BREEAM Outstanding) 

• The Resource Efficient House (by Zero Waste Scotland) 

• The Resource Efficient House (4 in a block retrofit exemplar) 

There are two options for cycling, the short route will be at a gentle pace and no one will get left behind. The longer route is for 

those with more experience and may change at the last minute depending on the weather forecast. 

The short route will leave Motherwell Station at 11 a.m. (Trains from Glasgow Central) and is only 10 miles in total. 

A longer route leaves from Glasgow Green at 9 a.m. following the Clyde then through Blantyre and Motherwell.  It is 18 miles each 

way and we hope to have time for a coffee and cake in Motherwell! 

Proposed routes are here: www.strava.com/routes/256024 

You need to bring: 

• a bike, in good working order 

• suitable clothing including a helmet 

• some snacks 

• spare inner tube and pump 

• money for a coffee and cake in Motherwell 

The ride is on public roads and cycle tracks, participants must exercise sound, mature judgment being responsible for their own and 

others’ safety. It is your responsibility to carry out manoeuvres safely and to adhere to the rules of the road. Both rides include 

sections of ‘A’ roads; we recommend that you wear a helmet.  Under 18′s must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

• Kent Local Group 

Kent Group visit  to  a  stone  quarry  to  see  the  source of  local Kentish  stone, Gallagher’s Hermitage Quarry.  This will include a 

talk followed by a quarry tour.  

Date and Time:   Thursday 11th September 2014 at 2.15pm for 2.30pm start  

Venue:   Gallagher’s Hermitage Quarry, Hermitage Lane, Maidstone, Kent ME16 9NT Tel 01622 726262  

RSVP to the Group Leader Paul Mallion of Conker Conservation (via Russell at conker.cc) or via Debbie the Local Groups 

Coordinator debbie@aecb.net.  Please bring hard hat, boots and hi-vis jacket if you have one. 

• Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire Local Group (3 Shires) – Worcestershire PedalHaus Tour 

Date:  Saturday 13
th

 September 2014 

Time:  between 9.30am and 10.00am  

Venue:  Kidderminster train station 

Simon Jesson, of the Gloucestershire,Herefordshire and Worcestershire Local Group is pleased to announce the details of his 

Worcestershire PedalHaus Tour: 

“PedalHaus – The combination of low energy design, architecture and cycling.” 

This year, we thought it would be great to get a look at a couple of projects, past and present in Worcestershire. 
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The plan is to meet between 9:30 and 10.00 am at Kidderminster train station, from there we will ride to Habberley Campus, a 

Passivhaus education project current being constructed by Speller Metcalfe, where we’ll be given a tour of the campus, seeing 

completed phases, and works under construction. 

From there, we will cycle (at a leisurely pace) via country lanes and byways to Worcester where we’ll visit Cobtun – the 2005 RIBA 

sustainability award winning design by Associated Architects, located next to the River Severn. 

Finishing in Worcester city centre, by the river, we’ll end by seeing the new finished King Edwards Boathouse, and The Hive..(but 

sadly due to other functions cannot get inside). 

The journey by bike will cover about 20-30 miles, but public highway and cycle routes (final route to be confirmed) but will be 

suitable for all sorts of cycles and abilities  ……   the route will be at a gentle pace and no one will get left behind.” 

An Eventbrite has set up for this event – https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pedalhaus-worcestershire-tickets-12559765597 – and 

further details will be posted here or you can write to Debbie debbie@aecb.net if you have any queries. 

You will need to bring: 

- a bike, in good working order 

- spare inner tube and pump 

- suitable clothing including a helmet 

- some snacks & water 

- money for refreshments  

Please note:  The rides are on cycle tracks as well as public roads (some busy ‘A’ roads) and participants must exercise sound, 

mature judgment, being responsible for their own and others’ safety.  Cyclists are reminded to carry out manoeuvres safely and to 

adhere to the rules of the road. 

• Brighton Local Group 

Jim Miller and Tim Small of the of the Brighton Group hold regular meetings that provide an informal opportunity for individuals to 

discuss sustainable building practices and techniques – concentrating on the technical issues.  It also provides a forum for 

commercial networking and socialising. 

Time and Date:   Every second Tuesday of the month, from 7.00 pm until about 10.30 

Venue:    The Battle of Trafalgar, 34 Guildford Road, Brighton BN1 3LW (just up the hill from Brighton Station) 

The evening is likely to be useful for architects, building contractors, and associated trades, people looking to have sustainable 

building works carried out (new build or renovation).  However, all are welcome, including skilled self-builders and DIYers. 

RSVP and for more information contact the Local Groups Coordinator debbie@aecb.net, or see Jim’s 

blog http://www.jimmillerdesign.co.uk/blog/ under Brighton Sustainable Building Drink. 

 

News  

 

Survey Reveals Widespread Misconceptions About Energy And Climate Change 

A new survey has revealed a 'huge gap' between reality and the perception of the UK public on some key climate and energy issues.  

The survey, commissioned by new not-for-profit organisation the Energy and Climate Intelligence Unit (ECIU), shows a perceived 

lack of consensus among climate scientists, despite scientists being one of the most trusted groups in society. 

Nearly half (47%) of the UK population think that most climate scientists reject the idea that human activities such as fossil fuel 

burning are the main driver of climate change, or that scientists are evenly split on the issue.  However, several recent studies show 

that more than 90% of climate scientists agree that the main cause of climate change is human activity. 

Another misunderstanding revealed in the survey relates to the British public's preferences for different forms of energy. Only 5% 

of Britons know that renewables such as solar and wind are supported by a significant majority (about 80 percent) of the UK 

population. Two-thirds (63%) estimate support at under 50%. 

The ECIU has been set up to support informed debate and evidence-based communication in the fields of energy and climate 

change. A central part of its work will be to provide clear, accessible, up-to-date and expert-reviewed briefings on key topics. Its 

Advisory Board includes climate scientists, energy policy experts and economists, as well as a range of other stakeholders including 

MPs and Peers. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Survey-reveals-widespread-misconceptions-about-energy-and-climate-change/26811/ 
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Renewable Energy Capacity Grows At Record Levels 

Wind, solar and hydro energy grew at its fastest ever pace last year, equating to almost 22% of global power generation, according 

to a new report from the International Energy Agency (IEA).  The Paris-based organisation's third annual Medium-Term Renewable 

Energy Market Report estimates that global renewable energy generation will rise by another 45% to make up nearly 26% of global 

electricity generation by 2020. But it also warns that annual growth in renewable power will begin to slow after 2014, as policy and 

market risks threaten to slow deployment. 

The IEA's annual report also raises the alarm over the non-binding nature of a 27% renewable energy target for 2030, while also 

calling for a clear and stable framework. The absence of a binding target 'raises questions about how effective the overall target 

can be as member states would be able to define their commitment to renewables voluntarily', the report states adding that 'the 

framework overseeing these commitments lacks detail'. 

The IEA expects installed wind capacity to reach 162.9GW by 2018 based on data for European members of the Organisation for 

Cooperation and Development. The new figure shows a marginal increase of 2.4GW in the forecast from last year's report. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Renewable-energy-capacity-grows-at-record-levels/26823/  

Boris Pledges To Make London's Buildings More Energy Efficient 

The Mayor of London Boris Johnson has today announced a further investment of £12m to expand his programme to retrofit 

buildings across the capital, making them more energy efficient and reducing carbon emissions.  The new funds will extend 

London's existing retrofit work, which has improved the sustainability credentials of more than 400,000 homes and 350 public 

buildings, to more buildings across the capital. 

Low carbon technologies such as LED lighting, new boilers and solar panels have already helped to save tens of thousands of tonnes 

of carbon a year - the equivalent of taking around 50,000 cars off of London's roads. 

Projects already underway with the Mayor's support include: 

• St George's, one of the UK's largest teaching hospitals situated in Tooting, has seen a £12million investment in measures 

that will reduce energy output by 39% and cut over 6,000 tonnes of carbon emissions each year.  

• In Croydon, a £20m investment will help retrofit 30 civic buildings including schools and libraries.  

• In Hackney, a £7m project to create a communal gas heating network to replace expensive individual electric heating in 

more than 800 homes across 10 blocks of social housing, reducing energy bills by 56%.  

• The installation of low-carbon heat and cooling systems across the Tate's London estate which includes the Tate Modern, 

Tate Britain and its local storage facilities; to achieve a 25% annual energy saving and a 45% reduction in the Tate 

Modern's gas consumption alone.  

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Boris-pledges-to-make-London-s-buildings-more-energy-efficient/  

Commission's 27% energy efficiency target 'pitifully weak' 

European Commission leaders in Brussels have recommended that Europe aims for an energy saving target of 27% by 2030.  The 

recommendation comes in spite of calls for a more ambitious energy savings target of 40% in a letter signed by Environment 

Ministers from seven European countries.  The Commission's President José Manuel Barrosa, Energy Commissioner Günter 

Oettinger and Climate Commissioner Connie Hedegaard met earlier today (19 June) to agree the figure as part of a set of climate 

and energy proposals for 2030. Their proposals will need to be formally adopted by other Commission departments. 

The decision to recommend a 27% reduction conflicts with the Commission's own Impact Assessment for the Energy Efficiency 

Review; which estimated that a 28% target would reduce gas imports by only 16% compared to 2010 levels, whereas a 40% energy 

reduction would reduce imports by 40% and increase employment by 3.1%.  The 27% target has already met with opposition from 

the European Alliance to Save Energy (EU-ASE), a coalition of businesses committed to energy efficiency whose members include 

Siemens, Philips and Kingspan. The group argued that only a 40% reduction target will give private investors confidence that the 

European market is ready scale-up sustainable energy projects. 

In February, the European Parliament voted to support binding resolutions for a 40% energy efficiency target, however the leaders 

of the Member States put off a decision on 2030 climate and energy policy until October. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Commission-s-27--energy-efficiency-target--pitifully-weak--/  

The Big Boost Climate Project 

From Jeremy Leggett  

Time is running out for us. We have to speed up. My idea begins with the publication of a declaration in an international 

newspaper, signed by more than a hundred of the winners of the world’s environmental prizes, saying why we believe the global 

community can no longer delay meaningful action on global warming, and calling on foundations and philanthropists to throw at 

least a part of their endowments into the fight while there is still time. 
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If some of them respond, this would provide the first of the two new pools of capital for bankrolling climate action. If companies 

and investors see foundations and philanthropists leading this way, they too may join in.  

Given that most greenhouse-gas emissions come from fossil-fuel use, much of that new money would go to building new clean 

energy projects and companies, and boosting existing ones. The key to the second part of the idea is that beneficiaries of the new 

capital would only receive that money if they donate 5% of their profits to the same mission: fighting global warming.  That 

provides the second new pool of capital. 

If the project succeeds, the prize will be huge and enduring. If clean energy is to replace fossil-fuels to the extent that will be 

needed to win the war on global warming in the years ahead, some clean-energy companies will grow like the stars of the internet 

age, and other new kinds of companies will also be set up, many of them rooted in community ownership. As well as fighting global 

warming, the profits for all these entities will be promoting development in poor countries, big time.  

To start the campaign, I need to raise £30k in the next month. Most of it will pay for the publication of the declaration. Any left over 

will go to a PR campaign to help all the declaration signatories - many of the most experienced and respected environmentalists in 

the world - follow up on the declaration. (And yes, they have already agreed to sign it!).  

If you have any questions, I will be running a Q&A on my website: http://www.jeremyleggett.net/about/campaign/  

My e-mail is jeremy.leggett@solarcentury.com  

Energy Institute publishes essential guide to new energy efficiency regulation 

The Energy Savings Opportunity Scheme (ESOS) is the UK Government's response to implementing Article 8 of the EU Energy 

Efficiency Directive, which mandates energy assessments for large organisations. ESOS will affect thousands of organisations and 

the Energy Institute (EI) has published a free guide to understanding and complying with this new regulation. 

Implementing energy efficiency is a win-win combination for organisations – saving them both energy and money, while 

contributing to lowering carbon emissions. It is hoped that ESOS will promote the benefits of energy efficiency in the minds of 

senior management and kick-start a step change in the implementation of energy efficient measures in business.  

ESOS will apply to undertakings operating in the UK with 250+ employees, or with an annual turnover and balance sheet of €50m 

and €43m respectively. Participants will identify and audit their significant energy consumption and submit a formal notification to 

the Environment Agency. A key aspect of the scheme is that assessments must be signed off by a board-level director. Penalties will 

be issued for non-compliance. 

The EI’s briefing to ESOS is published by the EI’s Knowledge Service, in association with Ricardo-AEA, and outlines the main routes 

to compliance, and explains the data collection and reporting process. For more information and to download a copy of the guide, 

please visit http://efficiency.energyinst.org/rpec/esos  

 

Events 

 

SuperHomes – Open Day Events September 2014  

SuperHomes is a rapidly expanding network of over 180 energy aware households. These pioneering homeowners are redefining 

green living.  All have refurbished their old homes to the highest standards of energy efficiency.  Eco friendly, sustainable, low 

energy and low carbon – the refurbished houses are least 60% less reliant on fossil fuels.  

Forty “open day” events are already confirmed for the September Open Days.  For more information on the SuperHomes network 

and the September Open Days visit www.superhomes.org.uk/news/news-update-june-2014/#september-open-days-2014 

Do book early (http://www.superhomes.org.uk/get-inspired/superhome-locator/) as spaces are limited on the popular tours. More 

homes will be added over the coming months. You’ll find a diverse range of house types, heating technologies and insulation types 

to choose from.  

Adapt Low Carbon Group:  programme of site tours and seminars 

Adapt Low Carbon Group are very pleased to announce the latest programme of site tours and seminars based around the design, 

build and post occupancy of The Enterprise Centre building. The programme includes tours of The Enterprise Centre building site 

and seminars across the region. These are run by the Centre for the Built Environment (CBE), part of the Adapt Low Carbon Group, 

during the course of the year as part of a package of EU funded business support. Eligible businesses in the East of England can 

attend these seminars for free as part of EU funded business support. 

Places are limited to 15 so please book early.  Register online at www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/register.xhtml  

Lewes Eco Open Houses,  

Lewes Eco Open Houses is running its fifth annual event over two weekends in September 2014.  16 eco-friendly homes will open 

their doors to the public, six for the first time.   
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• 13/14th September - 7 houses mainly in Lewes itself 

• 20/21st September - 9 houses mainly in nearby villages 

The inspiring homes on show range from renovated Victorian cottages to 1960's conversions and stunning architect designed new-

build properties.  Properties in the villages and countryside feature exciting off grid measures such as air, ground and water source 

heat pumps, as well as being examples of good eco building. All have drastically cut their electricity, gas and water bills as well as 

carbon emissions.  

The homes are free to visit and all are welcome.  Visitors can see and hear how - with a bit of determination and imagination - it is 

possible to make cost effective alterations that will significantly reduce a home's energy consumption. 

Further information, case studies and photos can be found at www.lewesecoopenhouses.org.uk  

The Enterprise Centre site tours – Norwich 

Tours will provide an opportunity to gain an understanding of the latest design and build progress.  The tour dates specified below 

will provide you with the opportunity to see first-hand the innovative timber frame structure and low carbon concrete 

foundations.  The morning tours will also include an opportunity to take part in a Q&A session with the design team. 

8.30-11.00am    17 September, 29 October and 10 December 2014 (https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/events/102.xhtml)  

8.30-1.00pm     3 September, 15 October and 12 November 2014 (https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/events/110.xhtml) – including 

technical session  

1.30-4.00pm     1 October and 27 November 2014 (https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/events/108.xhtml)  

Please note: we anticipate that tours of The Enterprise Centre will be very popular, so we recommend that you book early. 

Natural materials in the built environment (https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/events/97.xhtml)  

10 September, Cambridge: St John’s Innovation Centre, 9.00–1.30pm 

Using The Enterprise Centre as a case study, this seminar will provide an overview of the use of local timber, hemp, straw, thatch, 

and other materials in modern construction. 

Retrofitting the UK’s building stock – what are the options? (https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/events/71.xhtml)  

24 September, Ipswich : Co-op Education Centre , 9.00–1.30pm 

What are the options for retrofitting and what is the best strategy to adopt?  This seminar also considers how ‘deep’ you need to 

refurbish, the most cost-effective options, and whether the Green Deal offers a way forward. 

The value of green buildings (https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/events/98.xhtml)  

4 November, Bedford: venue TBC, 9.00–1.30pm 

This seminar provides an overview of what ‘green’ buildings are and how they can add value to owners and occupiers.  Using the 

frameworks of BREEAM, LEED, Passivhaus and other environmental rating systems for buildings, delegates will gain an insight into 

the benefits and factors affecting the value of green buildings. 

Introduction to Passivhaus and low carbon buildings (https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/events/111.xhtml)  

19 November, Hertfordshire: venue TBC, 9.00-1.30pm 

What is considered a low carbon building, and does Passivhaus provide a clear way forward?  Using The Enterprise Centre as an 

example of how low carbon thinking has evolved from reducing operational energy towards the Passivhaus standard, this seminar 

explores the reasoning behind the brief and the design team’s response. 

UK Passivhaus Conference - (https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/events/100.xhtml)  

16 October, Stevenage 

In addition to this comprehensive programme we are offering eligible SMEs reduced rate tickets for the UK Passivhaus Conference 

2014 that have not yet received 12 hours of business support from us. For only £99 (normal price £264) you can attend the 

conference at this subsidised rate as a special guest of Adapt. Click on the link above for more details. 

Funded by the European Regional Development Fund, the Centre for the Built Environment can provide 12 hours free business 

support delivered through a series of CPD accredited seminars, webinars, bespoke 1:1 support and workshops showcasing the 

design, build and post-occupancy of The Enterprise Centre (https://www.adaptcbe.co.uk/CBE/the-enterprise-centre.xhtml).  

Exeter’s Energy Future 

ECOE Autumn Events with Transition Exeter, open forums to help change the way we use, produce and think about energy. 

• Learning from WREN 

Tuesday 16 September 18.45 
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The Wadebridge Renewable Energy Network is a pioneer in the community energy sector. They have established a popular energy 

advice shop, promoted energy efficiency schemes and achieved a high uptake of renewable energy installations. What can Exeter 

learn from their wide-ranging projects? And how will this shape ECOE’s future projects? 

• The role of district heating in our future 

Tuesday 11 November 18.45 

Can we share a single heat supply? An innovative centralised heating system is a central part of the task force’s plans for the 

greater Exeter area. John will introduce the plans for district heating and talk about its advantages. 

Both events are at The Meeting Room, Stephens Scown Solicitors, Curzon House, Southernhay, Exeter. 

Networking at 6.45, talk at 7.15 followed by open session for learning together. 

Free event, all welcome, refreshments available. 

Contact Gill Wyatt on 07806 623311 or email info@ecoe.org.uk, or go to http://www.ecoe.org.uk/events/  

Networking Event East Sussex  

An excellent Built Environment free networking opportunity for builders and associated businesses in East Sussex  

Date and time:   4
th

 November, 15:00 to 19:00 

Location:    The Atrium, Sussex Coast College, Station Approach, Hastings TN34 1BA 

Network events are free to attend.  Go to http://www.buildeastsussex.co.uk/Events/  

Sustainability Leaders Forum 2014 

November 19
th

, Hotel Russell, London, UK 

The most forward-thinking companies with an emphasis on innovation, environmental and social issues will be rewarded both 

financially and with longevity.  The annual Sustainability Leaders Forum is the daytime event ahead of the Sustainability Leaders 

Awards, one of the few environmental award schemes accredited by the RSA, with winners eligible to enter the European Awards. 

This annual day of sustainability excellence brings together over 580 ambitious professionals looking to move beyond 

environmental objectives, deliver transformational change in society and create more value within their organisation. 

Book your place to attend the CPD-certified forum.  

Register now to secure your place at the forum and get the best available rate. Go to www.sustainabilityleaders.net  

 

Publications 

 

New from IHS BRE Press 

Applying flood resilience technologies (GG 84) 

Stephen Garvin and Katy Hunter 

ISBN 978-1-84806-377-8 

This Good Building Guide outlines steps that can be taken to protect buildings or communities against flooding by means of flood 

resilience (FRe) technologies, that is, flood protection products which can provide resistance or resilience to flooding impacts. It 

covers two particular types of FRe technologies, aperture barriers (or property level protection) and perimeter barriers, and 

provides information on: - types of flooding- flood risk management strategies- flood survey - types of FRe technologies- design and 

testing standards- installation procedures- maintenance requirements. 

This practical guidance will help developers, planners, designers, construction managers and operatives to identify flood risk, plan 

for flood risk management, and correctly design, install and maintain FRe technologies. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327421  

 

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please email details to 

network@aecb.net. 


