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          January 2015 

 

 

AECB News  

 

AECB Annual Conference and AGM - 19
th

 and 20
th

 June 2015  

The Edge, University of Sheffield. 

This year’s conference will be held at the University of Sheffield. We will be working with the School of Architecture who 

have an excellent track record in many aspects of environmental issues in architecture.   

The workshops are in the planning stage but two of the areas we want to look at are (i) performance monitoring and 

usability (something that Fionn Stevenson, Head of the School, is very interested in) and (ii) retrofit.  This will link up with 

the launch the AECBs CarbonLite Retrofit (CLR) programme. We will of course have a range of other events covering a range 

of issues of concern to our membership.   

We will be putting the booking details on line very soon so put the dates in your diary.   

Go to www.aecb.net to find out more. 

Welcome to new Members 

A warm welcome to the following new members who have joined the AECB recently; 

Smet Building Products Ltd Northern Ireland 

Ty Afal Powys 

Derek Scoble RIBA Chartered Architect & Associates West Sussex 

Denhof Design London 

PGS Architects Plymouth  

Eden Insulation Cumbria 

Dom Busher Bristol 

Greg Chilvers Herefordshire 

John Butler Dorset 

Richard Spencer West Yorkshire 

Anna Keranne London 

Aaron Chetwynd  Stafford 

Ann Vanner Lancashire 

Nicolas Gordon-Smith Kent 

Anna Ida Rostlund Brighton 

To ensure you are making the most of your membership, please visit http://www.aecb.net/membership-benefits.  In order 

to have full access to our website, you will need to log in with your username and password.  If you need a reminder of 
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these, please email emma@aecb.net.   If you have joined as a company, you can then enhance your member profile listing 

on the popular Member Directory at http://www.aecb.net/services-directory/search/.  Both members and non members 

are able to browse or search this directory of products and services provided by our membership. 

We are also keen to hear from AECB members wishing to share a news item about themselves or their company to include 

on the AECB News Platform/Member News at http://www.aecb.net/category/aecb-member-news/.  This could be an 

award you have recently won for a project, a product or your service. This is strictly an area for promoting AECB member 

news only and we will therefore not be able to publish any items which AECB considers to be purely advertising of products 

or services. AECB retain the right to reject straightforward advertising items. Please send your short item (max 200 words) 

plus a link to your website and one picture, to AECB Business Operations Manager, Gill Rivers – gill@aecb.net. 

• Multiple Log-ins/Usernames 

Members in categories D (Small Company), E (Medium Company), F (Large Company), G (Educational Establishments) and H 

(Largest Companies) are reminded that they can have multiple log-ins/usernames so individual members of staff can access 

the AECB website (www.aecb.net) where a password is needed.  

This includes access to the 'Members Only' areas and our new 'Knowledgebase' (www.aecb.net/knowledgebase) - an online 

collection of reports, articles, research papers and case studies on low energy anbd sustainable building which AECB 

members can download or read online.  

Please note that at the current time members are not able to set additional log-ins up themselves but if you would like to 

take advantage of this membership benefit please email emma@aecb.net with your details (name, company, postcode, 

username you would like and email address) and she will create a log-in for you.  

• Green Building Magazine 

All AECB members receive the Green Building Magazine on a quarterly basis.  This is the UK's premier eco-building 

magazine and always features a wide range of eco-building projects from across the UK.  Members can see the latest 

edition at http://www.aecb.net/publications/publication-categories/aecb-general/ - you will need to be logged in with your 

username and password.  If you need a reminder of these, please email emma@aecb.net.  If you are not a member and 

would like to join or are interested to see what membership has to offer, please go 

to http://www.aecb.net/membership/manage-profile/membership-benefits/ 

AECB Water Blog No 5 

 

Amongst other things Cath looks at how SAP compares solar thermal and greywater heat recovery systems, invents a new 

unit of measurement for water efficiency, reminisces about her time on the tools installing power showers and asks for 

gender equality in public toilet provision.  As detailed and eclectic as ever.  Read Cath’s blog at 

http://www.aecb.net/welcome-aecb-water-blog-no-5-january-2015/ 

Passivhaus Trust/ AECB Joint event 

29
th

 January, 17.30 – 20.00  

Room VG06, Building K2, London South Bank University, Elephant & Castle, London 

Retrofit: How low can you go? 

The Trust will be holding its Christmas 2014 event in January 2015, jointly with the AECB.  The event will be run as a light-

hearted, but factual debate about how far to go with energy efficiency on retrofit projects. We will aim to present a range 

of viewpoints, from passionate EnerPHit advocate through to a non-Passivhaus supporter. 

Draft Programme: 

There will be four 15-minute presentations, plus up to an hour of discussion, followed by drinks and networking. 

17.30  Registration plus teas and coffee 

18.00   Chair’s welcome – Chris Herring, PHT 
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18.05   Passivhaus as the optimal solution – Helen Brown, Encraft 

18.20 Practical examples and the art of the possible – Bob Prewett, Prewett Bizley Architects 

18.35  Modelling of low energy options – Andy Simmonds, AECB 

18.50  An incremental low-energy approach – Russell Smith, Parity Projects 

19.05  Discussion/ Q&A 

19.30/20.00 Drinks and networking 

Price: 

£20 + VAT for PHT/ AECB Members; £50 + VAT for non-members 

Limited discounted places available for students on application 

Booking: 

For further information visit: http://www.passivhaustrust.org.uk/event_detail.php?eId=340#.VJKeaDgqXIV  and for 

bookings please contact Roger Southcott: roger@passivhaustrust.org.uk 

AECB at Ecobuild 

 

3
rd

-5
th

 March 2015 - ExCel Centre, London. Stand No. N7105 

Once again we have a stand at this year’s Ecobuild so if you are planning a visit, do pop over and say hello.  We will be using 

the stand as a place to encourage visitors to join so if you can spare a little time to chat to the punters about the AECB that 

would be great.   

Here’s a cool way to visualize carbon emissions (by David Roberts) 

The World Resources Institute has posted a really well-done interactive visualization on the history and the sources of 

human-caused CO2 emissions.  Read more at http://grist.org/climate-energy/heres-a-cool-way-to-visualize-carbon-

emissions/ 

One uncomfortable fact that is made very clear by this: the U.S. has been the biggest emitter for a long, long while. China’s 

recent ascension shouldn’t distract from America’s enormous share of the responsibility for this problem (which, ironically, 

will probably impact America least, at least at first). 

Kickstarter-funded documentary:  “The Future of Housing” 

The Kickstarter-funded documentary 'The Future of Housing' was launched with convivial celebration on the 4th December 

at the EnerPHit-renovated Mildmay Community Centre in North London.     
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The 30-minute program features a variety of houses pressure tested by Paul Jennings, a long-standing AECB member and 

Trustee.  

He runs his own air testing business and is the UK’s leading airtightness tester and trainer. Filmed by Mike Coe, who self-

built the Cropthorne Autonomous House, probably the most energy efficient Passivhaus built in the UK to date, the 

documentary discusses how future housing in the UK could be significantly improved by applying the robust quality checks 

that an airtightness test provides. The video can be viewed at: http://www.houseplanninghelp.com/futureofhousing 

Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) 2013 Version  and SketchUp Design plugin: design 

PH 

The English version of the 2013 issue of PHPP (PHPP8) has been released and is available to purchase at £125 plus VAT 

online from: www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software.  

If you already have a copy of an earlier version of PHPP (eg PHPP7) you can upgrade to PHPP8 at the reduced price of £105 

plus VAT.  This can now be done online at www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software    

The AECB has entered into a contract with the Passivhaus Institute (PHI) to sell the new SketchUp plugin designPH (English 

version).  You can buy it now at the AECB member rate discounted prices online via the AECB website 

at:  www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software   

Prices are listed below.  Please note these exclude VAT and depend on the version of PHPP you have.  For full details of the 

new designPH please visit: www.designph.org/ 

• Upgrade from PHPP7 to PHPP8.5 PLUS designPH plugin:      £210 

• NEW PHPP8 PLUS  designPH plugin (includes latest upgrade for PHPP8 to PHPP8.5):  £280 

• If you have a copy of PHPP8 you can have the designPH plugin only :   £170 

(including upgrade to PHPP8.5)        

Please note that if you do not have a copy of PHPP you cannot purchase DesignPH on its own.  The above prices are for 

AECB members only.  

PHPP Illustrated: A Designer's Companion to the Passive House Planning Package 

Author:  Sarah Lewis http://www.ribabookshops.com/search/Sarah+Lewis/  

All architects hoping to design to the Passive House standard need to know how to use The Passive House Planning Package 

(PHPP). 

This book provides much needed supplementary guidance for purchasers of the PHPP establishing the standard within the 

UK context and is a concise, user-friendly, highly illustrated step by step companion for practitioners and students who 

want to use the PHPP as a design tool.   

By improving their in-use understanding of the PHPP, this guide enables readers to fully comprehend their scheme in terms 

of the impact of orientation, envelope shape and ratio to floor area, fabric build-ups, fenestration ratio and shading effects 

on the energy balance – the essential criteria for all low energy buildings.  Fully supported and endorsed by The Passivhaus 

Institut, the book will act as an invaluable gateway for brand new as well as more experienced PHPP users.  

From the foreword by Dr Wolfgang Feist, Passivhaus Institute (PHI) 

"In this much needed visual guide, clear and easy to follow descriptions lend themselves to designers, guiding them through 

the necessary inputs and helping them understand what the outputs mean for their buildings.  This book will help further the 

Passive House Standard and contribute to a better built environment." 

Extract from the Introduction "What is PHPP?" 

The PHPP is a vital design tool and not something to be feared. It is actually very easy to use once you get the hang of it and 

does not require advanced abilities in computer modelling. Complex dynamic models were used to create the PHPP, but the 

PHPP itself is a series of interlinked Excel spreadsheets in one workbook. 

Therein lays one of the great advantages of the PHPP; the Excel workbook can be used by anyone with access to Excel or 

Open Office and basic Excel training, so architects can share the workbook with mechanical, electrical and energy 

consultants. The reliance on standardised software allows avenues for cross collaboration and encourages technical 

dialogues to develop. Data can also be easily and quickly extracted to provide useful graphs for clients or consultants.  The 

PHPP has been developed for designing Passive House buildings but is also a useful tool to design other low energy 

buildings, providing very accurate results.  

Review:  Elrond Burrell 
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The following extract is taken from Elrond Burrells review of PHPP Illustrated: A Designers Companion to the Passive House 

Planning Package. To read the full review please visit Elrond's website http://elrondburrell.com/blog/passivhaus-

spreadsheet-PHPP-design-tool/.  

The Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) can seem like a monster spreadsheet at 30+ worksheets (tabs).  And the last 

thing most architects would consider a design tool. However, once architects understand passivhaus and start to design 

passivhaus buildings, they quickly realise that the passivhaus spreadsheet PHPP is an essential element of the design 

process. Sarah guides the reader towards fluency with the passivhaus spreadsheet PHPP using three key tools throughout 

the book: 

• Common mistakes 

• Drawings and annotated screenshots 

• The Flow Chart (as seen on the cover) 

Camden Passivhaus, the first certified passivhaus building in London UK, is used throughout the book to give real-world 

context each step of the way.  It is also a seminal bere:architects passivhaus project and one that Sarah worked on 

previously while as a Director of the practice. 

The book starts with a brief overview of the passivhaus spreadsheet PHPP. It highlights that the PHPP, being a spreadsheet, 

is open and available for all to use with fairly basic software training in contrast to other energy modelling tools.  Also 

underlined is that the PHPP is a design tool and not a compliance tool, and as such is strongly encouraged to be integrated 

into the design process, not contracted out. 

The five chapters that follow cover specific aspects of using the passivhaus spreadsheet PHPP in depth; Getting Started, 

Heating Demand, Cooling, Primary Energy, and Heating Demand Details. 

One of the key tools employed throughout the book is identifying Common Mistakes and highlighting them. Simple as this 

seems, these are incredibly powerful and useful tips. They point to crucial aspects of passivhaus design and forewarn you 

before you get tripped up in the passivhaus spredsheet. 

This book will guide you through the process of becoming fluent with using the PHPP as a design tool. And even once you are 

fluent with the PHPP, this book is still a handy reference and well-illustrated guide. 

Sarah’s book is available from RIBA Publishing priced at £35.00- for more information visit 

http://www.ribabookshops.com/item/phpp-illustrated-a-designers-companion-to-the-passive-house-planning-

package/82037/ 

AECB CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer courses 

With Passivhaus expertise more and more in demand, AECB CarbonLite courses offer the chance to gain the internationally 

recognised Certified Passivhaus Designer qualification. At the same time you will be benefiting from material uniquely 

tailored to UK building situations and showcasing UK examples. You can take the full Passivhaus Designer course, leading to 

the exam, or individual modules, such as 'Fundamentals of Passivhaus', to improve specific areas of knowledge. 

Our trainers are highly experience UK experts who are actually designing/ building Passivhaus in UK. Amongst others, Bill 

Butcher, Eric Parks, Mark Siddall, Alan Clarke and Nick Grant. Not to mention Peter Warm and the rest of the WARM staff 

who have supported over 200 buildings in low energy design, and are Passivhaus certifiers. Their collective experience 

includes non-domestic buildings, large residential schemes and real Passivhaus construction experience.  

Our courses have been running and continuously updated for over 5 years, with proven experience of delivering successful 

Passivhaus buildings. The 2-week programme is delivered using a mixture of lectures, group and individual learning, and 

includes site visits to innovative Passivhaus developments, a chance to socialise and to build a support network of 

Passivhaus professionals. 

Find out more at the AECB website http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ 

Our next courses are coming up in Plymouth, 9th February and London, 27
th

 April. Please email us at 

training@peterwarm.co.uk or call Ingrid on 01752 542546 to book a place.  

CarbonLite training calendar 

  PLYMOUTH LONDON  

 
Week 1 

 

Fundamentals of Passivhaus 9th Feb 27th Apr 
 

Science of Passivhaus 10-11th Feb 28th-29th Apr 
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Construction of Passivhaus 12th Feb 30th Apr 
 

Thermal Bridging (optional) 13th Feb 1st May 
 

Week 2 
 

Building Services of Passivhaus 9th-10th Mar 11-12th May 
 

PHPP 11-12th Mar 13-14th May 
 

Revision 13th Mar 15th May 
 

Exam 28th Mar 29th May 
 

Cost: full course including exam and manuals: £2,000 + VAT for AECB members and from £249 + VAT for individual modules. 

See http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ for more details. 

NEW Multiple Booking offer: available for advance multiple bookings from the same company for the whole Designer 

course and all delegates sitting the same course. Email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call 01752 542546 for more 

details.  Terms and Conditions apply. 

CoRE Retrofit Diploma Programmes – Winter 2014/2015 Course Dates 

Clients with active domestic retrofit projects are in urgent need of leaders and project managers. The larger the project, the 

larger the risks in terms of finance and reputation.  Responding to this, CoRE – the national, not for profit centre of 

excellence for low energy refurbishment – has worked with industry experts to create an intensive 10 day programme with 

the skills and knowledge to deliver this service.  

 

Retrofit Coordinator Q1 Stoke  - CoRE, Normacot Road, Stoke on Trent, ST3 1PR 

Unit Date Presenter (s) Alternate (s) 

Understanding Sustainable Refurbishment 14
th

 -16
th

 Jan Russell Smith  

Coordination and Risk Management 20
th

 Jan Bob Prewett & Peter Rickaby None 

Ventilation 28
th

 Jan Peter Rickaby Ian Orme 

Building Services 4
th

 Feb John Willoughby Alan Clarke 

Building Fabric 10
th

 Feb Peter Rickaby Mark Elton 

Building Physics 17
th

 Feb Valentina Marincioni & Sarah Price None 

Fundamentals of SWI 25
th

 Feb Russell Smith Peter Rickaby 

Responsible Retrofit of traditional buildings 5
th

 Mar Helen Brown Sarah Price 

 

Retrofit Coordinator Q1 London  - FMB, David Croft House, 25 Ely Place, London , EC1N 6TD 

Unit Date Presenter (s) Alternate (s) 

Understanding Sustainable Refurbishment 21
st

 – 23
rd

 Jan Russell Smith  

Coordination and Risk Management 4
th

 Feb Bob Prewett & Peter Rickaby None 

Ventilation 10
th

 Feb Ian Orme Peter Rickaby 

Building Fabric 23
rd

 Feb Mark Elton Peter Rickaby 

Building Services 4
th

  March Alan Clarke John Willoughby 

Building Physics 10
th

 March Valentina Marincioni & Sarah 

Price 

None 

Fundamentals of SWI 18
th

 March Peter Rickaby Russell Smith  

Responsible Retrofit of traditional buildings 25
th

 March Sarah Price Helen Brown 
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Retrofit Coordinator Q1 Birmingham –Greenworks Training Academy, Unit 1 Bromford Central, Bromford Lane, 

Birmingham, B8 2SE 

Unit Date Presenter (s) Alternate (s) 

Understanding Sustainable Refurbishment 7
th

 – 9
th

 Jan Russell Smith  

Coordination and Risk Management 15
th

 Jan Bob Prewett & Peter Rickaby None 

Ventilation 21
st

 Jan Peter Rickaby Ian Orme 

Building Services 28
th

 Jan John Willoughby Alan Clarke 

Building Fabric 10
th

 Feb Mark Elton Peter Rickaby 

Building Physics 12
th

 Feb Valentina Marincioni & Sarah 

Price 

None 

Fundamentals of SWI 4
th

 Mar  Russell Smith Peter Rickaby 

Responsible Retrofit of traditional buildings 19
th

 Mar Sarah Price Helen Brown 

 

Retrofit Coordinator Q1 Manchester  - Venue TBC 

Unit Date Presenter (s) Alternate (s) 

Understanding Sustainable Refurbishment 28
th

  - 30
th

 Jan Russell Smith  

Coordination and Risk Management 6
th

 Feb Bob Prewett & Peter Rickaby None 

Ventilation 19
th

 Feb Ian Orme Peter Rickaby 

Building Services 24
th

 Feb Alan Clarke John Willoughby 

Building Fabric 4
th

 March Peter Rickaby Mark Elton 

Building Physics 13
th

 March Valentina Marincioni & Sarah 

Price 

None 

Fundamentals of SWI 20
th

 March Peter Rickaby Russell Smith 

Responsible Retrofit of traditional buildings 26
th

 March Sarah Price Helen Brown 

Retrofit Asset Management – Winter 2014/15 Course Dates 

Improving living conditions for residents, reducing fuel poverty and CO2 emissions are challenges facing every social 

landlord. It is widely accepted that retrofitting the social housing stock is the only way of achieving legally binding targets. 

And yet policy is inconsistent, securing funding is tough, convincing residents challenging and the technical challenges can 

be complex and unfamiliar. CoRE has developed an intensive 10-day training programme to enable social housing 

professionals with the skills and knowledge to drive, guide and deliver successful schemes.  

 

Retrofit Asset Manager Pilot Stoke  - CoRE, Normacot Road, Stoke on Trent, ST3 1PR 

Unit Date Presenter (s) Alternate (s) 

Understanding Sustainable Refurbishment In 

Social Housing 

8
th

 – 10
th

 Dec Russell Smith * 

Assessing Your Housing Stock 7
th

 Jan David Shewan & Peter Rickaby * 

 

Evaluating Options For Stock Improvement And 

Creating A Retrofit Plan 

16
th

 Jan Peter Rickaby & Kathryn Derby * 

Integrating Retrofit With Housing Asset 

Management 

29
th

 Jan Jeremy Kape & Alex Willey * 

Finance And Procurement Options For Retrofit 

Schemes 

4
th

 Feb Bill Taylor & Luke Smith * 
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Promoting Energy Efficiency To Householders 

And Engaging Residents In Retrofit 

18
th

 Feb Liz Warren & Nicola Scorer * 

Fuel Poverty, Affordable Warmth And Energy 

Advice 

25
th

 Feb Richard Macphail * 

The Social Housing Guide To Retrofit Best 

Practice 

3
rd

 March Bob Prewett & Peter Rickaby * 

Anybody wishing to book should contact stephanie.reeves@core-skills.com.  Courses cost £200 per day, or £2000 for the 

full Diploma. 50% subsidy is available to English residents, although terms and conditions apply.   

Omnisense Remote Monitoring System 

 The AECB has negotiated an ongoing rate of benefit to members and can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring system 

at significantly preferential terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition 

monitoring.  The Omnisense system is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative 

humidity, temperature and moisture level. Currently members who have taken up this offer are monitoring various internal 

wall insulation constructions, insulated suspended timber floors, conditions within brickwork that has been externally 

insulated, etc 

To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum board has 

been set up for discussion – go to http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 

 

 

AECB Member Offers 

 

 

Centre of Refurbishment Excellence (CoRE) – Masterclasses on domestic retrofit 

CoRE is the not for profit, national centre of excellence for green building retrofit.   Their mission is to transfer practical 

retrofit knowledge to support excellence in retrofit products and projects across the domestic and non-domestic sectors.  

CoRE’s network of Fellows is the UK’s largest bank of retrofit expertise, drawing together leading practitioners from 

construction, design and academia. They not only shape the CoRE agenda, but also share their knowledge with the growing 

number of active retrofitters through events, bespoke training and information sharing. Based in Stoke-on-Trent, CoRE is 

itself an example of refurbishment excellence, an international standard conference and training venue. 

CoRE have pioneered 30 new Masterclasses on domestic retrofit, all designed and delivered by leading experts (our CoRE 

Fellows).  For current courses see www.core-skills.com/events/  

AECB Member Discount 

CoRE Masterclasses usually cost £200+VAT but AECB members using a promotion code will only be charged £125+VAT – 

please contact Gill Rivers by email gill@aecb.net to obtain the promotion code. 

West Midland SME’s (small businesses) may be eligible for a free place at up to three events as part of CoRE’s ERDF 

(European Regional Development Fund) Business Support Programme.  To register your interest for a complimentary ticket, 

please select the ‘West Midland’s SME’ ticket option. 

Need phone and broadband at home? Make it greener  

 

By choosing The Co-operative Phone and Broadband, you are supporting an organisation that is committed to minimising 

its impact on the environment while still offering the best possible service to its customers.  

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband is provided by The Phone Co-op, an independent consumer co-operative which:  
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• Invests in solar photovoltaic installations – over the last 18 months, it’s put £622k into solar energy generation, 

saving 140 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per year 

• Supports community energy – in 2013, it put £45k into renewable energy projects 

• Offsets its carbon footprint by paying a levy on the CO2 emissions resulting from its activity 

• Promotes the use of more sustainable transport modes – 91% of business miles travelled in 2013 were by train, 

bus, bike or on foot 

• Uses electricity from renewable sources  

• Recycles 100% of its waste 

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband offers everything you need to stay connected; including mobile services.   

Members of AECB get a £10 credit on their first bill; 6% of their spend goes back to supporting AECB's work - just quote 

unique code AF0130 when switching. Find out more on http://www.thephone.coop/aecb . 

To switch today (or to register your interest if you are stuck in a contract with a different provider), call 01608 434 040 or 

click here: http://www.thephone.coop/home/schedule-reminder/  

 

 

Local Group News 

 

 

For full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events please visit www.aecb.net/events/  for up to date 

information on all of these events including dates, times and venues or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your name 

be added to a Local Group mailing list. 

 

Forthcoming Local Group Events in January 2015: 

• Brighton Local Group 

Jim Miller and Tim Small of the of the Brighton Group hold regular meetings that provide an informal opportunity for 

individuals to discuss sustainable building practices and techniques – concentrating on the technical issues.  It also provides 

a forum for commercial networking and socialising. 

Time and Date:  Every second Tuesday of the month, from 7.00 pm until about 10.30 

Venue:   The Battle of Trafalgar, 34 Guildford Road, Brighton BN1 3LW (just up the hill from Brighton Station) 

The evening is likely to be useful for architects, building contractors, and associated trades, people looking to have 

sustainable building works carried out (new build or renovation).  However, all are welcome, including skilled self-builders 

and DIYers. 

If you would like an event in your area and have a venue – your premises or your local pub – contact Debbie, the Local 

Groups Coordinator debbie@aecb.net, who will arrange it for you.  It’s a good opportunity to highlight what you’ve been 

doing for the past 12 months or discuss that pet topic. 

 

News  

 

Thatch cladding on University of East Anglia Enterprise Centre will be world construction 

first 

The installation of highly innovative thatched cassettes cladding the £11.6m Enterprise Centre – the UK’s greenest 

commercial building - marks another key construction milestone at the University of East Anglia.  A completely new way of 

using thatch, the cassette cladding is one of the key sustainable elements being incorporated into the build project, 

developed by the Adapt Low Carbon Group and delivered by Morgan Sindall. 
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Combining traditional craft with modern methods of construction, it is the first time this unique thatch cassette cladding 

system has been used anywhere in the world. It is anticipated that the technique, which comes with a wide range of 

economic, environmental and safety benefits, could be replicated on many future construction projects - paving the way for 

thatch to return to its former position as a mainstream construction material. 

 

 Thatched cassette cladding 

 

The pioneering concept of thatch cassettes was conceived by Morgan Sindall and its design team with project architects, 

Architype.  The process involves fabricating a set of timber cassette modules that are filled with straw in local thatcher’s 

barns across Norfolk.  The prefabricated thatch cassette panels are then transported to site and erected onto the façade of 

the building as a rainscreen cladding. 

Thatch cladding is just one innovative element of The Enterprise Centre, which is leading the way in low carbon 

construction. To date the development is on course to achieve the highest global sustainability building standards; BREEAM 

Outstanding and Passivhaus certification.  It will also have one of the lowest embodied carbon footprints of any building of 

its size in the UK. 

Thatching is a traditional craft which is generally in decline but we have already seen evidence that by using thatch in this 

innovative way on this project, the trade is generating a renewed interest that will help to reinvigorate this industry locally, 

and in time, nationally.  Thatch is a carbon-negative material, it’s also highly insulative and offers exceptional rainscreen 

protection – so it is a great material to use as cladding. The use of cassettes to place the thatch on the walls as cladding is a 

unique approach and a great example of the creativity and originality which the project team has brought to this project. 

Well ahead of its opening in May 2015, The Enterprise Centre is already proving to be a catalyst for change.  Adapt has also 

set its sights on the Centre fostering innovation, stimulating smarter ways of working, promoting new industry standards 

and creating new supply chains.  The Enterprise Centre will include an innovation lab, 300-seat lecture theatre, flexible 

workspace, teaching and learning facilities and first class amenities to inspire and facilitate creativity and collaboration – an 

unparalleled working environment. By placing academic and commercial users side by side, it will encourage students to 

interact with businesses and be motivated to start their own enterprises. For more information visit 

http://theenterprisecentre.uea.ac.uk/news/thatch 

Rising emissions a wake-up call for construction sector 

The UK's aggregates, cement and concrete industry trade body says it will "take the necessary action" to curb CO2 output 

after a sector-wide sustainability report revealed an overall increase in emissions in 2013.  The latest sustainability 

development report from the Mineral Products Association (MPA) suggests that the slight emissions increase from 2012 to 

2013 is because cement data has been revised to take into account emissions from all cement manufacturing sites.  

Whereas previous data only covered kiln sites manufacturing clinker, the MPA explained that this new data provides a more 

'comprehensive output' of the industry as a whole. (Scroll down for sustainability report). 

The report also notes that the use of cementitious materials such as ground granulated blast furnace slag (a by-product of 

the iron industry) and fly ash (a waste product from coal-fired power plants) in concrete mixes helps reduce CO2 emissions. 

Additionally, the asphalt industry is looking at greater use of lower temperature asphalt mixes which use less energy and 

therefore minimise CO2 emissions. 

In the report, the MPA criticies the Government's 'carbon price floor', launched in 2011 to bolster the EU price of carbon. 

The Association states that, "for the energy intensive cement and lime industries, there is growing concern that the impact 

of UK measures such as the carbon price floor will threaten the competitiveness of the UK industry". 
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European state aid rules currently prevent the cement and lime industries from receiving compensation for the cost of the 

carbon price floor which other UK energy intensive industries, such as steel, iron, paper and plastic, are permitted to 

receive.  Last year, the future of the Carbon Price Floor came under the spotlight, when the Chancellor George Osborne 

confirmed a cap at £18 per tonne of CO2 from 2016-2017 to the end of the decade. 

Go to https://www.scribd.com/document_downloads/251742449?extension=pdf&from=embed&source=embed  

Source: http://www.edie.net/news/6/Rising-emissions-a-wake-up-call-for-construction-sector/ 

Global campaign aims to inspire British cities to choose 100% clean energy 

Environmental campaigners are hoping that 2015 will be the year when the UK's cities go green. Frankfurt, Copenhagen, 

Munich, Seattle, Sydney and Lima have all committed to switching to using 100% clean energy by 2050, and now grassroots 

campaigns calling on civic leaders to endorse the initiative have been launched in 123 towns and cities across the UK. It is 

hoped that as many as 20 will pledge their commitment before the end of this year.  

One city expected to be at the vanguard of the scheme is Oxford, which has launched a "low-carbon hub" that aims to 

install solar panels on schools, put water turbines in its stretch of the Thames and develop solar farms.  Persuading cities to 

switch to clean energy is crucial in tackling climate change, according to research by the Global Commission on the 

Economy and Climate, the increasingly influential body that comprises former heads of government, former ministers, 

economists and business leaders. 

The commission recently produced analysis suggesting that, by 2030, the world's 724 largest cities could reduce their 

greenhouse gas emissions by up to 1.4bn tonnes of carbon dioxide - greater than the annual emissions of Japan - purely by 

developing more efficient transport systems.  It also claimed that adopting low-carbon technologies, such as using energy-

efficient building materials and switching to electric buses in 30 of the world's megacities, would create more than 2m jobs 

and avoid some 3bn tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions over the next 10 years. More than 100 countries backed the clean 

cities initiative at last year's climate talks in Lima. There is also considerable global public support for the idea. 

The campaigning organisation Avaaz, described as the world's largest and most powerful online activist network, recently 

delivered a petition to the UN secretary general, Ban Ki-moon, signed by 2.2 million people, calling on local, national and 

international leaders to shift to 100% clean energy. Avaaz hopes to persuade 100 cities around the world to join its 

campaign over the next 12 months.  Unlike other high-profile Avaaz campaigns, the green cities initiative is being run by 

Avaaz members at a local level. In the UK, more than 150,000 people have signed up. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Global-campaign-aims-to-inspire-British-cities-to-choose-100--clean-energy/  

 

 

Vacancies 

 

 

PhD Studentship in Transport Analysis 

UCL-Energy invites applications for a fully funded (UK/EU fees plus stipend) 3.5-year PhD studentship funded under the 

EPSRC’s DTG programme.  

• We are looking to fund thesis topics in the fields of air transport, urban transport, or shipping in one of 

the following three areas: Modelling air transport systems and energy use; Modelling urban transport and energy 

use or Shipping energy demand analysis (quantitative or qualitative). 

• We are looking for a candidate with a specialism in quantitative modelling (engineering, economics, mathematics, 

computer sciences, operations research, quantitative social science), applicable to modelling air or urban 

transport systems and energy use. 

• You will receive a tax free stipend of approx. £16,000 plus UK/EU fees for four years (conditions apply) plus an 

additional £1,000 per annum to spend on research related expenses. 

Deadline for first wave of applications - Friday 16 January 2015! 

Go to http://www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/energy/news/phd-studentships-transport to read more & find out how to apply 
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PhD Studentships available in energy demand 

UCL-Energy invites applications for up to 8 fully funded (UK/EU fees plus stipend) 4-year PhD studentships in energy 

demand for 2015/16 entry, as part of the London-Loughborough EPSRC Centre for Doctoral Research in Energy Demand (a 

collaboration between UCL-Energy and Loughborough University).  

• As one of our students you will join a vibrant and diverse community of academics and graduate students; 

• Our research addresses new challenges within five themes, grouped around major research 

programmes: Technology and systems, Energy epidemiology, Urban scale energy demand, Building performance 

and process, Unintended consequences. 

• Applications are invited from eligible applicants with a good first degree (1st or 2:1) in one of the following areas: 

physics, mathematics, engineering, chemistry, natural sciences, materials science, geographical sciences, social 

sciences, psychology, architecture, other building-related disciplines.  

• You will receive a tax free stipend of approx. £17,090 plus UK/EU fees for four years (conditions apply).  

Deadline for applications - Friday 30 January 2015! 

Go to http://www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/energy/news/lolo_studentship2015 to read more & find out how to apply 

 

 

Publications 

 

 

New from IHS BRE Press 

• Delivering sustainable low energy housing with softwood timber frame (IP3/15) 

Mark Waghorn, and Ed Suttie and Andrew Sutton, BRE 

ISBN 978-1-84806-410-2 

Timber frame is one of the most sustainable methods of delivering new housing. If correctly managed, timber is a 

renewable resource and has the potential to provide much lower embodied energy than masonry or concrete. This 

Information Paper describes the most common approaches to timber framing in the UK and how these are evolving to meet 

the increasing demand for high performance, low energy housing. Case studies illustrate three different approaches to low 

energy timber-frame residential construction. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327463  

 

 

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please email 

details to network@aecb.net. 


