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AECB News 
 

 

Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) 2013 Version and SketchUp Design plugin: design PH 

The English version of the 2013 issue of PHPP (PHPP8) has been released and is available to purchase at £125 plus VAT online 

from: www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software.  

If you already have a copy of an earlier version of PHPP (e.g. PHPP7) you can upgrade to PHPP8 at the reduced price of £105 plus 

VAT.  This can now be done online at www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software    

The AECB has entered into a contract with the Passivhaus Institute (PHI) to sell the new SketchUp plugin designPH (English 

version).  You can buy it now at the AECB member rate discounted prices online via the AECB website 

at:  www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software   

Prices are listed below.  Please note these exclude VAT and depend on the version of PHPP you have.  For full details of the new 

designPH please visit: www.designph.org/ 

• Upgrade from PHPP7 to PHPP8.5 PLUS designPH plugin:      £210 

• NEW PHPP8 PLUS  designPH plugin (includes latest upgrade for PHPP8 to PHPP8.5):  £280 

• If you have a copy of PHPP8 you can have the designPH plugin only :   £170 

(including upgrade to PHPP8.5)        

Please note that if you do not have a copy of PHPP you cannot purchase DesignPH on its own.  The above prices are for AECB 

members only.  

Omnisense Remote Monitoring System 

The AECB has negotiated an ongoing rate of benefit to members and can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring system at 

significantly preferential terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  The 

Omnisense system is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, temperature and 

moisture level. Currently members who have taken up this offer are monitoring various internal wall insulation constructions, 

insulated suspended timber floors, conditions within brickwork that has been externally insulated, etc 

To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.    

A forum board has been set up for discussion – go to http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 

Welcome 

A warm welcome to the following new members who have joined the AECB recently; 

Daniel Bates  London 

Living Logic   Cheshire 

Gerald Cole   London  

Patrick Dyke   Hereford 

Seya Tansill   Bristol 

Thomas Spearing   Herefordshire 

Paul Mudie   Northamptonshire 

CTD Architects ltd   Staffordshire 

Andy Cook   Oxfordshire 

Cundall Conversations  London 



Tim Martel   Hereford 

Tara Gbolade   London 

To ensure you are making the most of your membership, please visit http://www.aecb.net/membership-benefits.  In order to have 

full access to our website, you will need to log in with your username and password.  If you need a reminder of these, please email 

emma@aecb.net.   If you have joined as a company, you can then enhance your member profile listing on the popular Member 

Directory at http://www.aecb.net/services-directory/search/.  Both members and non members are able to browse or search this 

directory of products and services provided by our membership. 

We are also keen to hear from AECB members wishing to share a news item about themselves or their company to include on the 

AECB News Platform/Member News at http://www.aecb.net/category/aecb-member-news/.  This could be an award you have 

recently won for a project, a product or your service. This is strictly an area for promoting AECB member news only and we will 

therefore not be able to publish any items which AECB considers to be purely advertising of products or services. AECB retain the 

right to reject straightforward advertising items. Please send your short item (max 200 words) plus a link to your website and one 

picture, to AECB Business Operations Manager, Gill Rivers – gill@aecb.net. 

Trainee Carpenter Seeking Position in the Bristol Area 

 

 

Tom Spearing joined the AECB in January 2015. He was introduced to the network via a domestic retrofit project in Hereford, 

managed by Tom Straker and designed by Simmonds Mills. This ecological refurbishment sought to improve the building’s thermal 

performance and reduce its carbon footprint, through the installation of air- and wind-tight systems and extensive insulation work.  

Tom was employed as a carpenter’s mate and labourer throughout the final five months of the project, working primarily on first fix 

carpentry, insulation, and fitting drywall.  He has since undertaken further retrofit work for Simmonds Mills.  

Tom is training as a carpenter and is currently looking for work in the Bristol area.  Contact: 07568165608 / 

tomspearing@hotmail.co.uk 

If you are seeking new job opportunities or looking for staff please visit the discussion thread on the General Public Board of the 

AECB Forum at http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,5089.0.html.  This discussion board is open to both members and non 

members. 

In Time for Tomorrow?  The Carbon Conversations Handbook 

By AECB Member Andy Brown and Rosemary Randall 

In Time for Tomorrow?  The Carbon Conversations Handbook by AECB Member Andy Brown and Rosemary Randall was published 

on 14
th

 January 2015. 

“This lovely handbook covers it all…, It reckons honestly with the psychological impacts of a crisis that is far too easy for many of us 

to deny in our everyday lives…” Naomi Klein, author of This Changes Everything and The Shock Doctrine. 

"…. explores the landscape of hope and generates lasting enthusiasm." George Marshall author of Don't Even Think About It: Why 

Our Brains Are Wired to Ignore Climate Change. 

Rosemary Randall and Andy Brown offer empathy, encouragement and a practical path to anyone who feels concerned but lost, 

angry or powerless about climate change. Written for their ground-breaking Carbon Conversations groups, In Time for Tomorrow? 

will help you minimise your impact, confront our everyday denial, and give you the courage to speak out. 

214 pp, full colour, illustrated with more than 80 stories from people initiating change in their personal and collective lives.  “In 

Time For Tomorrow?” is published by The Surefoot Effect (info@surefoot-effect.com) and priced at £11.99. 

Member Offer 

Andy Brown has agreed to offer the book at the reduced cost of £8.00 plus P&P (£2.20) for AECB members.  AECB members should 

email Andy directly andy@surefoot-effect.com quoting their AECB membership number so that he can process the order at the 

reduced rate.  

Launch Events 

A number of launch events are planned where you can meet the authors, meet the team, share refreshment and get your copy 

signed: 



7:00 – 9:00 PM Thursday, 5th February 2015,  

Blackwell's Bookshop 51 Broad Street, Oxford OX1 3BQ 

5:00 – 7:00 PM Thursday, 19th February 2015  

Edinburgh Centre for Carbon Innovation (ECCI)   

High School Yards, Edinburgh EH1 1LZ 

East Lancashire Visit by Jonathan Reynolds MP and Shadow Minister for the Department of 

Energy and Climate Change 

The East Lancashire offices of AECB Chair Peter Wilkinson received a visit on 26 January 2015 from Jonathan Reynolds, MP for 

Stalybridge and Hyde and Shadow Minister for the Department of Energy and Climate Change, along with County and District 

Councillor and Parliamentary Candidate for Pendle, Azhar Ali.   Mr Reynolds asked about the work Peter’s businesses, Dales 

Contracts (building contractors), Dales Renewables and EcoDesign Architecture have been carrying out in the low energy building, 

refurbishment and renewables sectors. 

 

Mr Reynolds was interested in work the AECB has been involved with, particularly in the low energy and refurbishment sectors.  

Peter highlighted the AECB’s new initiative, the CarbonLite Retrofit suite of courses, to be launched later in 2015, designed to 

educate the building refurbishment sector based on sound scientific principles. 

The Shadow Minister also heard about the work the Passivhaus Trust is doing to promote the Passivhaus and EnerPhit standards in 

the UK.  Mr Reynolds was well informed of a number of Passivhaus schemes and was keen to follow the progress of future 

Passivhaus projects and the work of the Passivhaus Trust. 

Peter took the opportunity to discuss the Government’s revised Zero Carbon Homes initiative and the need for such laudable 

initiatives to have a realistic approach with achievable step-changes to enable the construction industry to up-skill and learn from 

good practice, based on sound principles. He highlighted the AECB’s Silver Standard and its new certification scheme rolled out in 

2014 as an example of such a step-change between current Building Regulation standards and Passivhaus Standards. 

The renewables sector was widely discussed including the disruptive effects digression in the Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) rates 

and Feed-in-Tariffs (FiTs) have had on the sector’s businesses. Peter called for a commitment and a concerted effort from 

Government to promote renewables and green technologies to continue the reduction in the UK’s reliance on fossil fuels.  He 

pointed out the damaging `peaks and troughs’ endured by renewable businesses as a result of the tariff changes and that the 

uncertainty of the tariff rates had sapped the sector’s ability to effectively plan and invest confidently in the renewables market.  

Mr Reynolds picked up copies of the Green Building and Passivhaus Plus magazines for some light reading on the train back to 

Westminster that afternoon.  

Co-op Bank Launch New Ethical Policy 

The AECB uses the Co-op Bank and chose this bank because of its ethical policy. We know many of our members do too so we 

thought the membership would be interested to know what is happening to this area of its business since the hedge funders took 

over the majority share. 

Extract taken from the Co-operative Bank website 

“The Co-operative Bank is built on co-operative values and ethics that set us apart.  Like our customers, it’s our belief that the 

ethical decisions we make will not only help create positive change in our communities, but the wider world too. 

Our values and ethics have always been more than words on paper. They underpin how we run our business, distinguish us in the 

market place and run through everything we do.  Since 1992 our Ethical Policy has reflected the views of our customers and it has 

been shaped around them ever since.  Over 74,000 customers have been part of developing our new Ethical Policy and their views 

have formed the basis of our new policy.  What our customers tell us in 2014 is they continue to care about the major issues being 

debated in the world today. But they also want our Policy to address some issues closer to home. 



We will strive to be ethical in everything we do.  Our Ethical Policy ensures that the businesses and organisations to which we 

provide banking services are in tune with the values and ethics we share with our customers.  But lending is just one dimension of 

what we do.  We are therefore extending our Ethical Policy to cover more than just lending. 

Our Ethical Policy is built on the following five pillars:  

I. Ethical banking: We do not provide banking services to businesses and organisations that conflict with our Ethical Policy.  

II. Ethical products and services: We seek to offer products and services that reflect our values and ethics.  

III. Ethical business: We endeavour to behave ethically in how we run our business, including our relationships with suppliers 

and external organisations.  

IV. Ethical workplace and culture: Our workplace culture reflects co-operative values and ethics.  

V. Ethical campaigning: We campaign for social and economic change in line with our values and ethics. “ 

For more information and to read the Co-op Bank Ethical Policy click here or visit www.co-operativebank.co.uk  

AECB Annual Conference and AGM - 19
th

 and 20
th

 June 2015  

The Edge, University of Sheffield. 

This year’s conference will be held at the University of Sheffield. We will be working with the School of Architecture who have an 

excellent track record in many aspects of environmental issues in architecture.   

The workshops are in the planning stage but two of the areas we want to look at are (i) performance monitoring and usability 

(something that Fionn Stevenson Head of the School is very interested in) and (ii) retrofit.  This will link up with the launch the 

AECBs CarbonLite Retrofit (CLR) programme. We will of course have a range of other events covering a range of issues of concern 

to our membership.   

Booking details on line very soon so put the dates in your diary.   

AECB at Ecobuild 

 

3
rd

-5
th

 March 2015 - ExCel Centre, London. Stand No. N7105 

Once again we have a stand at this year’s Ecobuild so if you are planning a visit, do pop over and say hello.  We will be using the 

stand as a place to encourage visitors to join so if you can spare a little time to chat to the punters about the AECB that would be 

great.   

AECB CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer courses 

With Passivhaus expertise more and more in demand, AECB CarbonLite courses offer the chance to gain the internationally 

recognised Certified Passivhaus Designer qualification by the Passive House Institute in Germany. At the same time you will be 

benefiting from material uniquely tailored to UK building situations and showcasing UK examples. You can take the full Passivhaus 

Designer course, leading to the exam, or individual modules, such as 'Fundamentals of Passivhaus', to improve specific areas of 

knowledge. 

Our trainers are highly experience UK experts who are actually designing/ building Passivhaus in UK.  Amongst others, Bill Butcher, 

Eric Parks, Mark Siddall, Alan Clarke, Will South, Marine Sanchez and Nick Grant. Not to mention Peter Warm and the rest of the 

WARM staff who have supported over 200 buildings in low energy design, and are Passivhaus certifiers. Their collective experience 

includes non-domestic buildings, large residential schemes and real Passivhaus construction experience.  

Our courses have been running and continuously updated for over 5 years, with proven experience of delivering successful 

Passivhaus buildings. The 2-week programme is delivered using a mixture of lectures, group and individual learning, and includes 

site visits to innovative Passivhaus developments, a chance to socialise and to build a support network of Passivhaus professionals. 

Find out more at the AECB website http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ 

Our next courses are coming up in London, 27
th

 April. Please email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call Ingrid on 01752 542546 

to book a place.  

 

  
LONDON  

 
Week 1 

 

Fundamentals of Passivhaus 
 

27th Apr 
 



Science of Passivhaus 
 

28th-29th Apr 
 

Construction of Passivhaus 
 

30th Apr 
 

Thermal Bridging (optional) 
 

1st May 
 

Week 2 
 

Building Services of Passivhaus 
 

11-12th May 
 

PHPP 
 

13-14th May 
 

Revision 
 

15th May 
 

  
Exam 

 
29th May 

 
 

Cost: the full course £2,000 + VAT for AECB members and from £249 + VAT for individual modules. See 

http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ for more details. 

The full course costs includes the revision session, Passive House Institute exam and training manuals for each module.  Also lunch 

and refreshments. 

NEW Multiple Booking offer: available for advance multiple bookings from the same company for the whole Designer course and all 

delegates sitting the same course.  Email us at training@peterwarm.co.uk or call 01752 542546 for more details.   Terms and 

Conditions apply. 

 

 

AECB Member Offers 

 

Centre of Refurbishment Excellence (CoRE) – Masterclasses on domestic retrofit 

CoRE is the not for profit, national centre of excellence for green building retrofit.  Our mission is to transfer practical retrofit 

knowledge to support excellence in retrofit projects across the domestic and non-domestic sectors.  CoRE’s network of Fellows is 

the UK’s largest bank of retrofit expertise, drawing together leading practitioners from construction, design and academia.  They 

not only shape the CoRE agenda, but also share their knowledge with the growing number of active retrofitters through events, 

bespoke training and information sharing.  Based in Stoke-on-Trent, CoRE is itself an example of refurbishment excellence, an 

international standard conference and training venue. 

We have pioneered dozens of new courses on domestic retrofit, all designed and delivered by leading experts (our CoRE Fellows).  

We offer these as CoRE Diploma Programmes, currently available for Retrofit Coordinators and Retrofit Asset Management.  For 

more information please see www.core-skills.com/training/ 

CoRE Masterclasses usually cost £200+VAT but AECB members will only be charged £100+VAT subject to the completion of 

appropriate paperwork to obtain Government subsidy. 

If for any reason AECB members are not eligible for the subsidised funding CoRE will be happy to honour a discounted price of 

£125+VAT.  Please contact Gill Rivers by email gill@aecb.net to obtain the promotion code. 

Need phone and broadband at home? Make it greener  

 

By choosing The Co-operative Phone and Broadband, you are supporting an organisation that is committed to minimising its impact 

on the environment while still offering the best possible service to its customers.  

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband is provided by The Phone Co-op, an independent consumer co-operative which:  

• Invests in solar photovoltaic installations – over the last 18 months, it’s put £622k into solar energy generation, saving 

140 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per year 

• Supports community energy – in 2013, it put £45k into renewable energy projects 

• Offsets its carbon footprint by paying a levy on the CO2 emissions resulting from its activity 



• Promotes the use of more sustainable transport modes – 91% of business miles travelled in 2013 were by train, bus, bike 

or on foot 

• Uses electricity from renewable sources  

• Recycles 100% of its waste 

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband offers everything you need to stay connected; including mobile services.  Members of 

AECB get a £10 credit on their first bill; 6% of their spend goes back to supporting AECB's work - just quote unique code AF0130 

when switching.  

Find out more on http://www.thephone.coop/aecb . 

To switch today (or to register your interest if you are stuck in a contract with a different provider), call 01608 434 040 or click here: 

http://www.thephone.coop/home/schedule-reminder/  

 

Local Group News 

 

Full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events can be found on the website Forum (follow the blue link to Local 

Groups), AECB News Platform or email debbie@aecb.net  to request that your name be added to a Local Group mailing list.   

 

Forthcoming Local Group Events in February 2015: 

• Milton Keynes screening of “The Future of Housing”:  16th February 2015 

On 16th February 2015 the Milton Keynes Group will be showing “The Future of Housing” a documentary on the importance of 

airtightness.  This follows international screenings of this video that premiered in December in London. 

Date and Time:    16th February 2015 at 8.00pm 

Venue:     The Mansion, Bletchley Park, Milton Keynes, MK3 6EB 

Ben Adam-Smith the director of this documentary on the importance of airtightness will hopefully be attending this showing to 

answer questions. 

Bookings via Debbie, the Local Groups Coordinator (debbie@aecb.net), or direct with Alan Budden c/o Donna at Ecodesign 

Consultants (http://www.ecodesignconsultants.co.uk/wordpress/contact/) – NB booking is essential because of the security access 

to Bletchley Park 

Upcoming Milton Keynes events . . . 

Date and Time:   16th March 2015 at 8.00pm 

Venue:     The Mansion, Bletchley Park, Milton Keynes, MK3 6EB  

Talk on “BREEAM Communities” - TBC  

Bookings via Debbie, the Local Groups Coordinator or direct with Alan Budden c/o Donna at Ecodesign Consultants – NB booking is 

essential because of the security access to Bletchley Park Follow Alan Budden on Twitter –  @alanbudden   

• Nottingham Open Homes Weekend:   25th & 26th April 2015 

Do you have a project that you would like to showcase? 

Tina Holt of the Nottingham Group will again be participating in the Open Homes Weekend event on 25th and 26th April 2015.  

This successful event run by West Bridgford Transition Group (http://wbecohouses.blogspot.co.uk/2014_04_01_archive.html)  is 

part of the nationwide ‘open doors’ opportunities that enable people to visit properties that have undergone retrofit 

measures.  One of the most important aspects of this opportunity is speaking to the owners/occupiers and find out the results from 

their point of view. 

Tina Holt and Gil Shalom are looking for additional properties to visit over this weekend and would love to hear from you if you 

have a suitable project that you would like to include.  This does not need to be ‘deep green’ and they are particularly keen to hear 

from anyone with a terrace house, flat/maisonette or community building. 

More information from Tina or Gil directly – http://ecohousenet.co.uk/contact-us/  – or via Debbie, the Local Groups Coordinator 

(debbie@aecb.net) 

• Brighton Local Group 

Jim Miller and Tim Small of the of the Brighton Group hold regular meetings that provide an informal opportunity for individuals to 

discuss sustainable building practices and techniques – concentrating on the technical issues.  It also provides a forum for 

commercial networking and socialising. 



Time and Date:  Every second Tuesday of the month, from 7.00 pm until about 10.30 

Venue:   The Battle of Trafalgar, 34 Guildford Road, Brighton BN1 3LW (just up the hill from Brighton Station) 

The evening is likely to be useful for architects, building contractors, and associated trades, people looking to have sustainable 

building works carried out (new build or renovation).  However, all are welcome, including skilled self-builders and DIYers. 

If you would like an event in your area and have a venue – your premises or your local pub – contact Debbie, the Local Groups 

Coordinator (debbie@aecb.net), who will arrange it for you.  It’s a good opportunity to highlight what you’ve been doing for the 

past 12 months or discuss that pet topic. 

 

News 

 

Research highlights comfort gains from eco refurbishment 

Newly released SuperHomes research confirms the very dramatic improvements in home comfort possible through the eco 

refurbishment of older homes. The report brings together feedback from visitors to SuperHomes, website visitors, enquirers and 

SuperHome owners. One of the more striking findings is that 95% of SuperHome owners rate the comfort of their homes as Good 

or Excellent after retrofit, compared with just 8% before retrofit. So, the type of whole house refurbishment that produces a 60% 

plus carbon saving will usually deliver massively improved comfort levels as well: a win-win situation. 

For more go to http://www.superhomes.org.uk/news/superhomes-research-highlights-comfort-gains/  

Buckminster Fuller Institute Launches 2015 Fuller Challenge: 

The Buckminster Fuller Institute announces the launch of the 2015 cycle of The Fuller Challenge through the public invitation to 

recommend a project that demonstrates a design strategy with significant potential to solve some of humanity’s most pressing 

problems.   

BFI is looking for visionary social and environmental solutions from across the globe for “socially responsible design’s highest 

award” and a cash prize of $100,000.   

For more information or to recommend a project, go to http://bfi.org/challenge or email challenge@bfi.org  

Constructing Excellence Yorkshire & Humber Awards 2015 

Now Open For Entries! 

Fully inclusive, entries are welcome from any organisations, companies & project teams involved in delivering "excellence in 

construction" across building & civil engineering projects in the Yorkshire & Humber region over the last 12 months. Don't miss this 

fantastic opportunity to show off your achievements to over 350 of your professional peers. 

The closing date for entries is Friday 15th May 2015 with the winners being revealed at our gala dinner on Friday 17th July at the 

National Railway Museum in York. 

The Categories: 

• Integration & Collaborative Working 

• SME of the Year 

• Project of the Year 

• Sustainability 

• Innovation 

• *New for 2015* BIM Project of the Year 

• Client of the Year 

• Leadership & People Development 

• Heritage 

• Value 

• Health & Safety 

• Young Achiever of the Year - G4C 

• Achiever of the Year 

How to enter 

All entry forms along with Guidelines & Entry Criteria documentation can be downloaded from our CEYH Blog.  

Sponsorship Opportunities 

We still have some fantastic sponsorship opportunities available, please contact the team on 0113 8121902 to discuss the benefits 

of getting involved. 

 



Dedicating land to bioenergy won't curb climate change, says World Resources Institute  

Do not grow crops for energy instead of food. That is the message of a new report from the (WRI), which claims that dedicating 

crops to generating bioenergy is too inefficient to solve energy crises and makes it harder to sustainably feed the planet. 

"Bioenergy is an inefficient use of land," reads the report. "Because every time we dedicate land to bioenergy, we sacrifice the 

opportunity to use that land for some other human need, ranging from food to carbon storage." 

The world already faces agricultural pressures, as a growing population will require 70% more food by 2050. And meeting bio-

energy targets — such as providing 20% percent of the world's total energy demand by 2050 — whilst feeding nine billion people 

would require humanity to at least double the world's annual crop production. 

The WRI points to solar PV as an efficient technology that can deliver the sustainable results that bioenergy reportedly cannot. Even 

fast growing crops only convert around 0.2% of solar radiation into ethanol, while solar PV is exponentially more efficient, the 

report says. 

Responding to the argument that solar — unlike biofuels — cannot be used as transport fuel, the WRI claims the efficiency of 

electric motors allows solar PV to generate 200 to 300 times as much energy per hectare for vehicle transport. Bioenergy, by 

contrast, is so 'inefficient' that burning the entirety of the world's crops would fulfil just 20% of the world's energy needs in 2050. 

The WRI report comes just one week after the director-general of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization threw his weight 

behind biofuels.  

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/WRI-bioenergy-inefficient-food-shortage-unsustainable/  

UK Solar Capacity Doubles In 2014 

Decc figures show that UK solar generation almost doubled over the last year, with approximately 5GW of capacity installed by the 

end of 2014, compared to 2.8GW at the end of 2013. The UK now has over 650,000 solar installations, providing enough power to 

supply the equivalent of 1.5million homes. 

The UK growth is reflective of a global trend which saw investment in solar projects rise 25% to $149bn in 2014, while generation 

costs have halved in the last four years. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/UK-solar-capacity-doubled-in-2014/  

UK Takes Lead On Climate Change Modelling With New Global Calculator 

The UK has reinforced its 'leading position' on climate change ahead of Paris 2015 with DECC launching a new tool to help 

businesses and governments understand the environmental impacts of energy and emissions policies. The Global Calculator, 

produced with input from more than 150 experts worldwide, is a model of the world's energy, land and food systems that allows 

users to design their own version of the future up to 2050 and see the implications for the climate.  The online tool was soft 

launched in 2010 and has previously only been used exclusively by governments - including India and China - until its global release 

yesterday (27 January). 

Focusing on the UN-led 2C global warming limit, the calculator shows that the amount of CO2 emitted per unit of electricity must 

fall by 90% by 2050. Likewise, buildings in 2050 must be 50-65% better insulated and cars 50% more efficient.  The International 

Energy Agency has programmed a 'business as usual' scenario on the calculator, where CO2 emissions continue to rise at their 

current rate, reaching 84.3 gigatonnes annually. The high-end temperature rise from these emissions is 6.6C by 2100.   

Conversely, one of the pre-set scenarios is a 'Friends of the Earth' option, where the planet produces zero net emissions by 2050. 

The change is driven by a tripling of transport efficiency and a quadrupling of building efficiency. Renewables will also produce 

around 72% of electricity. 

Shell and the Vegan Society also have preloaded scenarios on the calculator - Shell focused on tackling energy issues while the 

Vegan Society imagined a less carbon-intensive (i.e. less meat) diet. 

For more go to http://www.edie.net/news/6/UK-takes-lead-on-climate-change-modelling-with-new-Global-Calculator/27595/  

Green Gas Now 'Serious Contender' To Renewables Market, Says REA 

Biomethane capacity in the UK has grown to a level that means it should now be seen as a 'serious contender' to the renewable 

energy market, the Renewable Energy Association (REA) has said.  There are now 28 biomethane to grid projects connected to the 

gas distribution network with a combined capacity of 1.8 billion kWh of gas per year,and, according to the Green Gas Certification 

Scheme (GGCS) -  which tracks 'green gas' through the supply chain - this rapid growth is expected to continue into 2015. 

Biomethane capacity has doubled every year since 2011 and more than quadrupled in 2014 due to support from the Government 

in the form of a flat rate subsidy of 7.5p/kWh paid to all plants, regardless of scale, as part of its Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) 

programme.  Decc reviewed this policy in May 2014 to investigate whether larger planned plants still warranted support, and 

announced it was adopting a tiered system of tariffs which comes into effect from February this year. This move has been positively 

received by the Biomethane industry and secures its continued growth. 



Biomethane is produced from energy crops, food, brewery and agricultural wastes, thereby also helping to tackle waste problems. 

As well as producing renewable gas that can be injected into our networks, it can also be used as a fuel for vehicles, such as the 

'poo powered bus' from Bristol to Bath introduced in November 2014. 

The GGCS was set up in 2011 to provide both suppliers and end users with assurance as to the renewable origin of the gas. The 

majority of established biomethane to grid plants are already signed up to this not for profit organisation, with many of the 

planned new plants expected to join. The organisation has sold over 50 million kWh of gas to date and has expectations to have 

sold two million kWh by this time next year. 

Go to http://www.edie.net/news/6/Green-Gas-now-a--serious-contender--to-the-renewable-energy-market/  

Natural Capital: Urgent Action Needed From Next Government, Report Finds 

England's 'natural capital' is in long-term decline and must be addressed immediately, according to the third and final State of 

Natural Capital report from the Natural Capital Committee (NCC).  The NCC, which advises the Government on the state of natural 

capital - the elements of the natural environment that provide valuable goods and services such as clean air, clean water, food and 

recreation - says action is now urgently needed to reverse a 'structural deterioration' across the country. 

Like the fiscal deficit, successive governments have reportedly allowed a large natural capital debt to build up, endangering 

economic growth as well as public and environmental wellbeing, the Committee's latest State of Natural Capital report says. 

With more people expected to be added to England's population over the next 25 years than in any previous similar time period, 

the NCC argues argues that the forthcoming Government needs to embrace a 'holistic, 25-year plan' to tackle the growing natural 

capital crisis, with environmental investment and financing at its core. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/4/Natural-capital-committee-UK-government-report-2015/  

End of China's coal boom in sight as consumption falls for first time 

China's coal consumption fell for the first time in 2014 due to a rapid increase in renewable generation capacity, energy efficiency 

improvements and a shift away from heavy industry.  Coal consumption growth in China has been responsible for more than half of 

global CO2 emission growth in the past 10 years, but growth has been slowing and has decoupled from economic growth since 

2012. This is according to a new projection from China's National Coal Association and recent energy and economic statistics.   

Seperate analysis by Greenpeace suggests that if China was to fully implement its energy targets then the peak in coal use could 

happen before 2020. Greenpeace is calling for this to be made an official target in China's Five Year Plan for 2016-2020. 

As part of a deal struck by China with the United States in November 2014 on emissions reductions, China pledged to cap its 

greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, or earlier if possible. It recently required four key economic provinces which together consume 

over 600 million tons of coal per year, to set absolute coal consumption targets. This has resulted in a slump in coal imports of 35.8 

million tons and is seen as a clear step up by China in terms of accountability and ambition by China in tackling air pollution. 

The secretly-negotiated deal to reduce their greenhouse gas outputs between China and the US was an important boost to efforts 

to reach a global deal on reducing emissions beyond 2020 at a United Nations meeting in Paris next year. The United States has 

pledged to cut its emissions to 26-28% below 2005 levels by 2025. 

China also promised to increase its use of energy from zero-emission sources to 20% by 2030. In the past year, the country has 

achieved record increases in renewable energy by installing 20GW of grid-connected wind power capacity and 11GW of solar. 

Conditions for hydropower have been particularly favourable so hydropower capacity has continued to be added at a fast rate. 

China also appears to have dramatically cut its ambitions for coal-to-gas and other coal conversion projects which were the last 

potential source of rapid coal demand growth, due to concerns about water impacts and economic viability. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/China-coal-production-renewable-energy-shift-2014/  

 

Events 

 

Brighton Permaculture Trust Events 

• Green architecture day 

Saturday 21 March 2015 

Sallis Benney Theatre, Brighton 

This annual event brings together some of the most innovative thinkers in sustainable building in the UK for a day-long series of 

talks. This year's event highlights specialists in a range of different building techniques and materials, including hempcrete, cob, 

straw bales, rammed earth, straw bales and tyres. 

Go to https://brightonpermaculture.org.uk/courses/greenarchitecture  

• How to build with hemp lime/hempcrete 



27-28 June 2015 

Discover the building power of hemp lime in this brand-new two day course held in partnership with HempLimeConstruct and Low 

Carbon Trust. Build a section of new build hempcrete wall, apply finishes to hempcrete, and learn how to insulate with hempcrete 

in a historic/traditional building context. 

Go to https://brightonpermaculture.org.uk/courses/ecobuild/hemplime  

Green Construction and Assembly - Learning from Nature 

11 February 2015, 17:30-19:30 – Squire Patton Boggs (UK) LLP, 2 Park Lane, Leeds 

Biomimicry within the built environment seeks solutions from nature to address sustainability, not only for materials but also 

systems and processes.  This GreenVision event is key for anyone in the built environment with an interest in sustainability and 

looking to improve knowledge and awareness of biomimicry developments. 

Click here to book your place! 

 

Vacancies 

 

Project Manager for a Community-led development in South London.  

Part-time (c.20hrs/week, c.£35k/annum full-time equivalent). 

The aim is to create a community led development of affordable, low environmental impact homes on a site in Lewisham and 

elsewhere. The project is promoted by RUSS (Rural Urban Synthesis Society) which is a Community Land Trust founded in 2009. 

Full details are on the Guardian jobs page, at - http://jobs.theguardian.com/job/6002441/project-manager-for-community-led-

housing-project-/  

Deadline for applications is 14th February. 

 

Publications 

 

New from IHS BRE Press 

• Reducing the embodied impacts of shopfitting equipment (IP 4/15) 

Jon Mussett and Adam Robinson 

ISBN 978-1-84806-412-6 

Major retailers have for some time been reporting, managing and reducing their operational environmental impacts. However, 

little is known about the embodied environmental impacts of the shopfitting equipment which furnishes retail stores.  

To address this, in 2011 BRE in partnership with Marks & Spencer, DisplayPlan and FITCH launched an online tool, LIST, which 

models the life-cycle impact of actual or proposed equipment designs, based on a cradle-to-grave life-cycle and taking into account 

packaging and transport impacts. Information about the development of LIST can be found in BRE Information Paper 1/11. 

BRE has since collaborated with the National Association of Shopfitters (NAS) to model a range of shopfitting equipment using the 

LIST tool to benchmark embodied impacts, estimate equipment impacts based on store layouts, examine case studies for reducing 

embodied impact through changes to equipment design and specification, and develop guidance for the industry (both clients and 

supply chain). 

This Information Paper gives the results of this latest collaborative study and sets out some key considerations for cost-effective 

impact reduction. It provides guidance for designers and manufacturers on producing greener shopfitting display equipment and 

for retailers seeking to improve their environmental profile. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327489  

 

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please email details to 

network@aecb.net. 


