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AECB News 

 

AECB Annual Conference and AGM 

 

19-20 June 2015 – University of Sheffield 

Usable Buildings and Neighbourhoods  

Early Booking Deadline: 22 May 2015 

For this years conference we will be working closely with Fionn Stevenson and the School of Architecture at the University of 

Sheffield. They are doing innovative research into social and environmental connections in local environments, as well as 

buildings, so their input will really widen out the agenda. 

 

The major themes this year are Retrofit, Monitoring and Usability, Landscape and Neighbourhood Ecology.  

The university will be providing some fascinating speakers and we are confirming speakers involved in community based 

retrofit projects, some who have done in depth monitoring of completed projects. On the wider scale, speakers will be 

exploring the concept of 'Natural Capital and Circular Economics’ and why these whole system and collaborative 

initiatives are important for 'building knowledge' in the AECB'. 

We will be firming up the programme very soon but it is looking like this will be widest ranging conference for a long time. 

If you know of any non-members who may be interested in specific areas please let them know that we now have a non-

member rate and we offer day passes. All the details are on the website. Accommodation on campus is limited so why not 

book now and make sure of a room and the early bird rate.  

Go to http://www.aecb.net/featured/aecb-conference-2015/  

 

 



Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) 2013 Version  and SketchUp Design plugin: design 

PH 

The English version of the 2013 issue of PHPP (PHPP8) has been released and is available to purchase at £125 plus VAT online 

from: www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software.  

If you already have a copy of an earlier version of PHPP (eg PHPP7) you can upgrade to PHPP8 at the reduced price of £105 

plus VAT.  This can now be done online at www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software    

The AECB has entered into a contract with the Passivhaus Institute (PHI) to sell the new SketchUp plugin designPH (English 

version).  You can buy it now at the AECB member rate discounted prices online via the AECB website 

at:  www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/phpp-software   

Prices are listed below.  Please note these exclude VAT and depend on the version of PHPP you have.  For full details of the 

new designPH please visit: www.designph.org/ 

• Upgrade from PHPP7 to PHPP8.5 PLUS designPH plugin:      £210 

• NEW PHPP8 PLUS  designPH plugin (includes latest upgrade for PHPP8 to PHPP8.5):  £280 

• If you have a copy of PHPP8 you can have the designPH plugin only :   £170 

(including upgrade to PHPP8.5)        

Please note that if you do not have a copy of PHPP you cannot purchase DesignPH on its own.  The above prices are for AECB 

members only.  

Omnisense Remote Monitoring System 

The AECB has negotiated an ongoing rate of benefit to members and can offer the Omnisense remote monitoring system at 

significantly preferential terms to AECB members for projects that would benefit from environmental condition monitoring.  

The Omnisense system is a web-based remote monitoring system for buildings that measures relative humidity, temperature 

and moisture level. Currently members who have taken up this offer are monitoring various internal wall insulation 

constructions, insulated suspended timber floors, conditions within brickwork that has been externally insulated, etc. 

To obtain a quotation for the Omnisense Remote Monitoring System please contact gill@aecb.net.   A forum board has been 

set up for discussion – go to http://www.aecb.net/forum/index.php/topic,3713.0.html to read more. 

Welcome 

A warm welcome to the following new members who have joined the AECB recently; 

Catharine Bull London 

Asif Ud Din London 

East Island Devon 

Esmond Tresidder Derbyshire 

Catherine Harker Birmingham 

Mark Watts Kent 

Footprint Architecture West Yorkshire 

Peter Meadows Oxfordshire 

Alba EPC Highland, Scotland 

Beth Williams Gloucestershire 

Granit Chartered Architects Ltd London 

Latch Ltd Leeds 

To ensure you are making the most of your membership, please visit http://www.aecb.net/membership-benefits.  In order to 

have full access to our website, you will need to log in with your username and password.  If you need a reminder of these, 

please email emma@aecb.net.   If you have joined as a company, you can then enhance your member profile listing on the 

popular Member Directory.  Both members and non members are able to browse or search this directory of products and 

services provided by our membership. 

We are also keen to hear from AECB members wishing to share a news item about themselves or their company to include 

on the AECB News Platform/Member News. This could be an award you have recently won for a project, a product or your 

service. This is strictly an area for promoting AECB member news only and we will therefore not be able to publish any items 

which AECB considers to be purely advertising of products or services. AECB retain the right to reject straightforward 



advertising items. Please send your short item (max 200 words) plus a link to your website and one picture, to AECB Business 

Operations Manager, Gill Rivers – gill@aecb.net. 

Membership Certificate 

AECB members can now download a copy of their Membership Certificate from http://www.aecb.net/membership/ which 

you can print to display in your business premises.  

A number of businesses offer discounts to AECB members.  A full list of member discounts can be found at 

http://www.aecb.net/membership/.  Please quote your membership number when ordering and you may be required to 

produce a copy of your Membership Certificate which you can print or download http://www.aecb.net/aecb-member-

certificate/.  

Membership Testimonial 

“AECB membership has benefitted me greatly over the past year or so as I embarked on renovating and extending our family 

home. 

I learnt so much about things I'd heard of but didn't understand, like Passive House! AECB introduced me to the principles, I 

read more and wanted to know more about the specifics of thermal bridging, how to avoid it, air tightness and why it can be 

so beneficial (but difficult to attain) in retrofit and it's even gave me the confidence to buy and install an MVHR system in our 

home! 

It gave me the confidence to have conversations with EWI providers and discuss materials and finishing details to my home. 

I'm more discerning now about U-values and how to source efficient windows and (importantly) their effective installation 

and I've even sourced a thermally efficient front door with my new found knowledge and confidence.” 

Mark Huntley 

AECB's Silver Standard 

AECB members are encouraged to build to our Silver Standard.  It is aimed at those wishing to create high-performance 

buildings using widely available technology at little or no extra cost.  We estimate that this low-risk option will reduce overall 

CO2 emissions by 70% compared to the UK average for buildings of each type – a highly significant result given the relative 

ease and low cost with which this standard can be met.  Individual self-builders and large-scale residential and non-

residential developers could make a valuable contribution to low-carbon building by meeting this standard.  If you build to 

this standard you can certify the project with us.  

To keep costs as low as possible it is a self certification process whereby the self certifier takes responsibility for certification 

and for underwriting the Silver Standard claim. The AECB has provided a form of declaration for completion by the certifying 

consultant but will deliberately not audit or take responsibility for the certification. 

The AECB self certification process is designed to make explicit the project’s claim to be a low energy design and to provide 

the consumer with a degree of protection under trading standards – without the AECB having to get involved in quality 

control and legal matters.  This approach puts the responsibility for performance claims clearly with the person signing the 

certificate and a duty of care on the client to ensure that the consultant is competent and suitably insured.  Certificates are 

produced once the project is completed and can be useful when marketing properties for sale.  

 You can read more details about the Silver Standard, including fees, at: www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-

programme/building-certification/aecb-silver-standard/ 

Silver Standard Certification is handled at the Low Energy Building Database website (www.lowenergybuildings.org.uk) and 

you will be required to either create an account or log in to process certification. 

AECB at Ecobuild 

 

3
rd 

– 5
th 

March 2015 - ExCel Centre, London. Stand No. N7105 

We will be at Ecobuild again this year on stand no. N 7105 so do pop over and say hello and maybe encourage others you 

meet to come over and join.  On the stand we will have Paul Jennings airtightness display model showing all the common 

faults and measures to prevent air leakage so pop and see Paul with his smoke stick.  

Pioneers into Practice 2015 - it's time to unleash your experience: 



The AECB acted as a host on the Climate KiC Programme in 2013 with Tim Martel as a Pioneer, working with Chief Executive, 

Andy Simmonds for a one month period.    

"The Pioneers programme was immensely useful to the AECB. It allowed the organisation to - in effect - interview a potentially 

useful individual over a month period - and much useful work was carried out on the AECBs retrofit guidance programme as 

result. The placement in Germany alos helped cement working relations between the AECBs retrofit activities and those of the 

host body (PHI) and was an opportunity for new synergies to be explored. After the placement Tim was taken on to continue 

to work on the retrofit programme."    (Andy Simmonds – Chief Executive AECB) 

The programme is a great opportunity and is running again in 2015 with new hosts and pioneers from the Midlands currently 

being sought. 

We are seeking 50 professionals for the 2015 ‘Pioneers into Practice’ European exchange programme 

(http://newsletter.icentrum.co.uk/t/r-l-qvjjn-tkkkudiddr-y/).  We are looking for 35 Pioneers from the Midlands, with a 

further 15 from Ireland.   

The online application process is now live at http://newsletter.icentrum.co.uk/t/r-l-qvjjn-tkkkudiddr-j/, with a 23 March 

deadline.  Participants will be selected based on their existing experience, with sought specialisms including civil engineering, 

housing, community activism, as well as research fellows. 

During previous placements, Pioneers have identified significant savings, helped to develop new products and completed 

specific tasks – at no cost to the host company.  The programme enables relationships to be developed amongst experts 

across Europe’s low carbon economy, and in some cases the Pioneer has gone on to work for their host, once the programme 

has completed.  

Both the Midlands and European placements are grant-funded up to 8,000 Euros. 

Applications for host companies are also being sought.  Host companies where the Midlands-based domestic placements will 

be carried out have in the past included Accord Housing, Arup, Aston University, Birmingham City Council, Birmingham City 

University, Cenex, Coventry University, Encraft Engineering, Green Hill Sustainability, Heat Genius, Loughborough University, 

New Leaf, Northfield EcoCentre, Optima Housing, Orbit Housing, Shropshire County Council/Marches LEP, Worcestershire 

County Council, University of Warwick, University of Wolverhampton and Ventive Ltd. 

Think this sounds like the right challenge for you? Follow the links above, or get in touch with Kate Martin 

(katem@innovationbham.com), our Pioneers into Practice Co-ordinator.   

 For more information visit www.innovationbham.com/2015/02/09/innovation-birmingham-begins-search-for-50-climate-

change-practitioners-to-partake-in-e400000-european-funded-exchange-programme/ 

Launching our New Online Therm course  

www.carbonlitetraining.co.uk 

• Learn in your own time. 

• Learn at your own pace. 

• Learn to improve your buildings.  

How bad are your thermal bridges? Thermal bridges are one of the key ways that buildings lose much more heat than 

expected.  Understanding them is critical to designing low energy buildings. Learn how to use the (free) software “THERM” 

with the experts from the AECB CarbonLite team.  The new online Therm course allows people to learn at their own speed 

and in their own time.  

To sample the course you can log in as a guest and use the set up instructions “Setting up THERM for Use in Thermal Bridge 

Calculations” that will guide you step by step to install Therm on your computer.  The initial set up of Therm can be a bit 

tricky and as part of the course we offer assistance if you get stuck.  

The on-line course costs are £200+VAT for one year’s access to the Moodle course and a nominal 2 hours support by email.  

Contact training@peterwarm.co.uk for more details. 

AECB CarbonLite Passivhaus Designer course in London, April/May  

Book now & get the early bird rate! The full course for £2000+VAT*.  Contact Ingrid Bravo on 01752452546 or email 

training@peterwarm.co.uk 

London Venue: The Centre for Efficient and Renewable Energy in Buildings (CEREB) in South Bank (http://www.cereb.org.uk/)  

• Week 1: 27
th

-30
th

 April 

• Week 2: 11
th

-15
th

 May 

• Exam: 29
th

 May 

Additional one day course on 1st May: 



• Introduction to Psi values (am) with Marine Sanchez 

• DesignPH (pm) with Dave Edwards  

Passivhaus and Low Energy Building Design is rapidly becoming an essential skill for Architects, Consultants and Self-builders.  

Our course will give you the confidence to tackle UK low energy projects along with more specific guidance on achieving the 

standard of air tightness and thermal bridge free construction required by the Passivhaus standard.  Our course is delivered 

by highly experienced UK professionals and leads to international accreditation as a Certified Passivhaus Designer or 

Consultant.  

Why AECB Carbonlite? www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ 

• Obtain an international accreditation as a Certified Passivhaus Designer or Consultant. 

• Our Course is the only one developed specifically for the UK and uses UK building examples, rather than the 

European CEPH material taught by others. 

• This course is written and taught by leaders in UK Passivhaus development, They are the experts who are actually 

successfully designing/ building Passivhaus in UK: amongst others, Bill Butcher, Alan Clarke, Sally Godber, Nick 

Grant, Eric Parks, Marine Sanchez, Mark Siddall, Will South, Peter Warm and the WARM staff who have supported 

over 200 buildings in low energy design as well as being Passivhaus certifiers.  

 

 

Our London Course Programme: 

Dates Cost+VAT for AECB/PHT members Trainers w
e

e
k

 1
 

M 27th Apr £300 Fundamentals of Passivhaus Eric Parks 

T 28th Apr 
£600 Science of Passivhaus Marine Sanchez 

W 29th Apr 

T 30th Apr £300 Construction of Passivhaus Will South 

F 1st May (am) 
£300 

Introduction to Psi values  Marine Sanchez 

F 1st May (pm) DesignPH**  Dave Edwards 

   

w
e

e
k

 2
 

M 11th May 
£600 Building Services of Passivhaus Alan Clark 

T 12th May 

W 13th May 
£600 PHPP** 

Will South &  

Nick Grant T 14th May 

F 15/29
th

 May £600 Revision and exam Peter Warm 

*Intro to Psi values and Design PH are not included in the full CEPH course price. 

**Need suitable laptop for this module 

Our course also includes a Passivhaus site visit and optional meal out as part of the Science module on 28th Apr and Building 

Services module on 11th May. 

Find out more at http://www.aecb.net/carbonlite/carbonlite-programme/training-courses/ 

Book now and get the early bird rate: full course for £2000+VAT*. Normal Cost: £2,400 + VAT* for AECB members, (£2,800 + 

VAT* for non-members); from £300+ VAT for individual modules.  

Too busy at the moment:  Take the first week of the course in April and the second week in September (Hereford) or 

November (London).  

 

 

 

AECB Member Offers 

 



Free Legal Advice:  Harrison Clark Rickerbys 

We are delighted to have negotiated access to specialist free legal advice for our members in conjunction with leading law 

firm, Harrison Clark Rickerbys.   

Members are entitled to a free 30 minute telephone call or meeting with expert lawyers from Harrison Clark Rickerbys’ 

Construction and Engineering team.  

The team is well placed to provide advice on such matters as contract terms, procurement, warranties, terms of 

appointment, payment problems and dispute resolution.   In addition to lawyers, Harrison Clark Rickerbys has an in-house 

quantity surveyor and civil engineering consultant and so can offer a multi-disciplinary approach to legal issues.  The firm also 

has a specialist Renewables and energy team, and is able to provide a full range of services to businesses from employment 

and HR to corporate mergers and acquisitions.  

Visit their website http://www.hcrlaw.com for further details.  For a free initial consultation please contact Andrew James, 

Partner and Head of Construction & Engineering, on 01905 744825 or via email ajames@hcrlaw.com  

Member Testimonial: 

“One of the benefits available to AECB members is a one half-hour free consultation with Harrison Clark Rickerbys 

solicitors. Gill set it up for me and I contacted them for legal advice on a tricky situation on behalf of my client.  

I spoke initially to the partner responsible for their extensive Construction and Engineering Legal Department, who took the 

details of the dispute and told me how the consultation would be handled and what the likely outcome would be.  He then 

passed my details to a colleague who called me the following day and we went through the case in detail. Later that day he 

sent me an email setting out my options.  The consultation was worthwhile and I feel I had more than my promised 30 

minutes.  Both of the people I spoke to were friendly and informal.   

I would encourage others to take up the offer, not only to gain some useful guidance but also so that, if the company get 

enough interest, they will continue to make the facility available for members when they need it.”   

Centre of Refurbishment Excellence (CoRE) – Masterclasses on domestic retrofit 

CoRE is the not for profit, national centre of excellence for green building retrofit.  Our mission is to transfer practical retrofit 

knowledge to support excellence in retrofit projects across the domestic and non-domestic sectors.  CoRE’s network of 

Fellows is the UK’s largest bank of retrofit expertise, drawing together leading practitioners from construction, design and 

academia.  They not only shape the CoRE agenda, but also share their knowledge with the growing number of active 

retrofitters through events, bespoke training and information sharing.  Based in Stoke-on-Trent, CoRE is itself an example of 

refurbishment excellence, an international standard conference and training venue. 

We have pioneered dozens of new courses on domestic retrofit, all designed and delivered by leading experts (our CoRE 

Fellows).  We offer these as CoRE Diploma Programmes, currently available for Retrofit Coordinators and Retrofit Asset 

Management.  For more information please see www.core-skills.com/training/ 

CoRE Masterclasses usually cost £200+VAT but AECB members will only be charged £100+VAT subject to the completion of 

appropriate paperwork to obtain Government subsidy. 

If for any reason AECB members are not eligible for the subsidised funding CoRE will be happy to honour a discounted price 

of £125+VAT.  Please contact Gill Rivers by email gill@aecb.net to obtain the promotion code. 

Need phone and broadband at home? Make it greener  

 

By choosing The Co-operative Phone and Broadband, you are supporting an organisation that is committed to minimising its 

impact on the environment while still offering the best possible service to its customers.  

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband is provided by The Phone Co-op, an independent consumer co-operative which:  

• Invests in solar photovoltaic installations – over the last 18 months, it’s put £622k into solar energy generation, 

saving 140 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per year 

• Supports community energy – in 2013, it put £45k into renewable energy projects 

• Offsets its carbon footprint by paying a levy on the CO2 emissions resulting from its activity 

• Promotes the use of more sustainable transport modes – 91% of business miles travelled in 2013 were by train, 

bus, bike or on foot 

• Uses electricity from renewable sources  



• Recycles 100% of its waste 

The Co-operative Phone and Broadband offers everything you need to stay connected; including mobile services.   

Members of AECB get a £10 credit on their first bill; 6% of their spend goes back to supporting AECB's work - just quote 

unique code AF0130 when switching. Find out more on http://www.thephone.coop/aecb . 

To switch today (or to register your interest if you are stuck in a contract with a different provider), call 01608 434 040 or 

click here: http://www.thephone.coop/home/schedule-reminder/  

 

Local Group News 

 

Full details of the events listed below and forthcoming events can be found on the website Forum (follow the blue link to Local 

Groups), AECB News Platform or email debbie@aecb.net to request that your name be added to a Local Group mailing list.   

 

Forthcoming Local Group Events in March 2015: 

• Upcoming Milton Keynes events  

Date and Time:  16th March 2015 at 8.00pm 

Venue:    The Mansion, Bletchley Park, Milton Keynes, MK3 6EB  

Talk on “BREEAM Communities” - TBC  

Bookings via Debbie, the Local Groups Coordinator or direct with Alan Budden c/o Donna at Ecodesign Consultants – NB 

booking is essential because of the security access to Bletchley Park Follow Alan Budden on Twitter –  @alanbudden   

• Kent Local Group 

The next event in the “Local Building Materials” series by the Kent Local Group will be a tour and talk at a local sawmill at 

Wanstone Court near Dover.  (http://wanstonecourt.weebly.com/timber.html)  

The visit to a saw mill will include: 

• How logs are turned into useable timber 

• Use of local timber – sweet chestnut and oak 

• Joining techniques for round wood 

Date and time: Thursday 19
th

 March 2015 at 4.00pm for a 4.30pm start 

Location:  Wanstone Court, Reach Road, St Margarets, Cliffe, Nr Dover, Kent CT15 6HT 

Cost:  £2 on the day to cover refreshments (coffee, tea and cake) 

Please us know if you would like to attend so that we have an idea of numbers.  RSVP via Debbie Mauger, the Local Group 

Coordinator (debbie@aecb.net)or directly to Russell Stevens at Conker Conservation Ltd.  Please wear/bring boots or sturdy 

shoes as the ground may be uneven and muddy.   

• Cornwall/Kernow Local Group:  site visit to converted barns 

The Cornwall/Kernow group has been invited to Candor, near Probus, where Grant and Lindi McAlpine are converting a range 

of stone and earth (cob) barns. There will be a site visit tour and discussions on the barn retrofit techniques and choices, 

building monitoring (temperature and humidity) and wind turbine.  

Time and Date:   5.00pm Friday 27th March 2015 

Location:    Candor, Probus, Cornwall (full details will be given on booking) 

The build has cob blocks and lime, hemp insulation (a mix of inside and outside), airtight membrane, pigmented clay plasters 

from Clayworks and local oak joinery.  The barn has embedded temp and humidity sensors.  

RSVP directly to Nick at ARCO2 or Debbie Mauger, the Local Group Coordinator (debbie@aecb.net).   A donation of £5 on the 

night would be appreciated to cover the costs of food and drink, very kindly provided by Grant and Lindi. 

• Nottingham Open Homes Weekend:   25th & 26th April 2015 



 

Low energy homes in Nottingham and the surrounding area open their doors to visitors on 25-26th April 2015.  

This year we have more Open Homes than ever before - currently expecting 11 but more are welcome! 

As ever, the homes are diverse: a zero carbon barn conversion, 2 "close to EnerPHit" refurbs, several Superhomes, 3 which 

have used recent government grants to help with the cost of external wall insulation. 

Another interesting statistic - at least 5 of these Open Homers were visitors at previous Open Homes events run by Transition 

West Bridgford. It is great to see the ripple effect in action! 

It's all about sharing experiences of the pros and cons of installing energy saving measures and renewable technologies – 

direct from the householders themselves, and sometimes from the architects or other specialists involved.  

All visits are free - for more details go to www.wbecohouses.co.uk or email wbecohouses@gmail.com. 

• Brighton Local Group 

Jim Miller and Tim Small of the of the Brighton Group hold regular meetings that provide an informal opportunity for 

individuals to discuss sustainable building practices and techniques – concentrating on the technical issues.  It also provides a 

forum for commercial networking and socialising. 

Time and Date:   Every second Tuesday of the month, from 7.00 pm until about 10.30 

Venue:  The Battle of Trafalgar, 34 Guildford Road, Brighton BN1 3LW (just up the hill from 

Brighton Station) 

The evening is likely to be useful for architects, building contractors, and associated trades, people looking to have 

sustainable building works carried out (new build or renovation).  However, all are welcome, including skilled self-builders 

and DIYers. 

Full details of all Local Group events can be found at www.aecb.net/events/ 

 

News 

 

Could Open Homes turn energy efficiency from the fifth to the first fuel? 

“If we really are to improve the energy performances of the vast majority of our 26 million homes, each of which continues 

to waste energy, I believe there can be few more effective ways of delivering that ambition, than ensuring that Seeing really 

can be Believing.” So concludes Andrew Warren as he points to growing evidence that Open Home groups are inspiring 

visitors to move forward with carbon-saving home improvements. 

Go to http://www.superhomes.org.uk/news/open-homes-turn-energy-efficiency-fifth-first-fuel/  

Fuller Challenge Call For Proposals 

February 19, 2015, New York City - The Buckminster Fuller Institute formally announces the Call for Proposals to the 2015 

Fuller Challenge. Recognized as “Socially-Responsible Design’s Highest Award”, the Fuller Challenge invites activists, 

architects, artists, designers, entrepreneurs, scientists, students and planners from all over the world to submit their 

innovative solutions to some of humanity’s most pressing problems. A $100,000 prize is awarded to support the 

development and implementation of one outstanding strategy. Entries will be accepted until March 31, 2015 at 5pm EST.  

Go to http://bfi.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=858&qid=949561   

Buckminster Fuller called for a design revolution to “make the world work for 100% of humanity, in the shortest possible time, 

through spontaneous cooperation, without ecological offense or the disadvantage of anyone.”  

Answering this call is what the Fuller Challenge is all about. 



Winning entries (http://bfi.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=859&qid=949561) for the last six years have 

applied a rare combination of pragmatic, visionary, comprehensive and anticipatory thinking to tackling issues as broad as 

urban mobility, coastal restoration and innovation in biomaterials packaging. BFI has created an application process for entry 

to the Fuller Challenge in which global change makers grapple deeply with a unique set of criteria. Internationally renowned 

jurors and reviewers look for whole systems strategies that integrate effectively with key social, environmental and economic 

factors impacting each design solution.  

Are you or someone you know working on a holistic solution to make the world work for 100%? Go to 

http://bfi.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=858&qid=949561  

Deadline for entries is Tuesday, March 31, 2015 at 5pm EST. 

Commission's 27% energy efficiency target 'pitifully weak'  

European Commission leaders in Brussels have recommended that Europe aims for an energy saving target of 27% by 2030.   

The recommendation comes in spite of calls for a more ambitious energy savings target of 40% in a letter signed by 

Environment Ministers from seven European countries.   The Commission's President José Manuel Barrosa, Energy 

Commissioner Günter Oettinger and Climate Commissioner Connie Hedegaard met earlier today (19 June) to agree the figure 

as part of a set of climate and energy proposals for 2030. Their proposals will need to be formally adopted by other 

Commission departments.  

The decision to recommend a 27% reduction conflicts with the Commission's own Impact Assessment for the Energy 

Efficiency Review; which estimated that a 28% target would reduce gas imports by only 16% compared to 2010 levels, 

whereas a 40% energy reduction would reduce imports by 40% and increase employment by 3.1%.  The 27% target has 

already met with opposition from the European Alliance to Save Energy (EU-ASE), a coalition of businesses committed to 

energy efficiency whose members include Siemens, Philips and Kingspan. The group argued that only a 40% reduction target 

will give private investors confidence that the European market is ready scale-up sustainable energy projects.  

The recommendation ignores appeals for greater reductions in a letter sent on Tuesday (17 June), signed by ministers from 

Germany, Denmark and five other European nations. "A target for increased energy efficiency in 2030 should be ambitious 

and support the long-term transformation of the energy system which is needed to reach the EU target of an 80-95 percent 

reduction of green-house gas emissions by 2050," the letter reads.  

In February, the European Parliament voted to support binding resolutions for a 40% energy efficiency target, however the 

leaders of the Member States put off a decision on 2030 climate and energy policy until October.    

The proposal was met with derision from Brook Riley of environmental group Friends of the Earth. Riley called the 27% target 

'pitifully weak and incomprehensible at a time when the EU is crying out for a way to reduce dependence on Russian gas'. 

Full story at http://www.edie.net/news/6/Commission-s-27--energy-efficiency-target--pitifully-weak--/  

 

Events 

 

GreenVision - Green Construction and Assembly Net Positive Water Event  

11th March 2015:  17:30-19:30 

Water, often referred to as the 'new carbon', is arguably the next major sustainability hurdle the built environment faces. 

How could we, as emerging standards are suggesting, move towards net-positive or closed loop water systems, where all 

water in a building is "captured, treated, used/reused and released clean within the boundaries of the building" Buildings as 

water cleansing rather than water polluting facilities? 

This Green Vision evening session will focus on a number of current approaches to help us better understand the water 

challenge & to improve our approach to water design, management and conservation. 

See link to the flyer for more information (http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Net-Positive-Water---Water-Management--

new-thinking---approaches.html?soid=1111600141828&aid=cBGU3GqrpeQ)  

• AECB Member Offer 

5 guest places are available to AECB members on a “first come first served basis”.  To book a guest place contact CKE events - 

CKEEvents@leedsbeckett.ac.uk   (please quote your AECB member number to book one of the guest places). 

Self and Custom Build Event 

Wednesday 1 April 2015: Hethel Innovation Centre (5.00pm to 7.00pm) 



The Self and Custom Build event at Hethel Innovation Centre, Norwich on Wednesday 1 April champions Richard Bacon’s 

(South Norfolk MP) Self-build and Custom Housebuilding Bill. This Bill is aimed to make it easier for people to get land and 

build their own homes.  Vanguard South Norfolk Council is supportive of this bill and is trialling the right to build initiative.   

The event will provide prospective self-builders with information and guidance to support them on their custom build 

journey.  Spotlighting a variety of informative speakers, including the keynote speaker Richard Bacon MP, Local Planners, 

Build System Suppliers, Architects and Financiers.  

The event will host an exhibition of suppliers and organisations, providing self and custom builders with the opportunity to 

gain advice, source supplies and get answers to their questions all under one roof. With an increasing focus on energy 

efficiency and low carbon, a range of low carbon energy efficiency solutions will be on show. There will also be an 

opportunity to find out more about the hands-on self build training academy at Hethel.  

To book your FREE place please contact Peter Kerrison: email: p.kerrison@hethelinnovation.com or call 01953 859113 

 

Publications 

 

New from IHS BRE Press 

• Bridging the performance gap: Understanding predicted and actual energy use of buildings (IP 1/15) 

Andy Lewry 

ISBN 978-1-84806-408-9 

Operators of commercial and public (ie non-domestic) buildings need clear and realistic guidance on targeting energy running 

costs for their properties and on the potential savings available. At their disposal are two seemingly irreconcilable indicators 

of performance: the asset rating (eg energy performance certificate or EPC), which provides a theoretical assessment of the 

asset under standard ‘driving conditions’ typical of that type of building in that location; and the operational rating (eg 

display energy certificate or DEC), which is based on energy bills so gives no indication of how much lower running costs 

could be. To truly understand how a building uses energy, it is necessary to know how the building has been designed and 

how it is used; this requires both an asset rating and an operational rating.  

The difference between these ratings – or between the predicted and actual performance of buildings – is known as the 

‘performance gap’. This Information Paper looks at a way to bridge this gap and bring together these two assessments using 

the Green Deal assessment tool for non-domestic buildings, which allows the input of non-standard operating conditions, 

hours of operation and occupancy patterns. By defining these aspects of the building ‘in use’, the predicted energy 

performance of the asset can be brought closer to the in-use reality.  

This publication is aimed at all those working to identify energy waste and deciding on energy-saving measures and 

programmes. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327495  

• Producing the business case for investment in energy efficiency (IP 2/15) 

Andy Lewry 

ISBN 978-1-84806-409-6 

One of the biggest obstacles to the uptake of low-carbon measures is the production of a poor business case. The Dragons’ 

Den scenario, in which entrepreneurs pitch their ideas to secure investment, holds in that unless the business case stacks up 

and can take close scrutiny the idea will be thrown out no matter how good it is.  

Rarely do the benefits of energy savings alone justify investment, but this is starting to change with recent 10% year-on-year 

increases in energy prices. However, reduced maintenance and increased productivity need to be factored in if the business 

case is to stack up.  

This Information Paper provides guidance on how a business case should be put together. It focuses on helping technical staff 

to speak the same language as their financial counterparts, illustrating the importance of the ‘do-nothing’ scenario, 

highlighting the risk to the business and putting potential benefits into context. It also explains how to plan a presentation in 

advance so that the presenter is able to put forward a compelling case.  

This Information Paper is aimed at energy and facilities managers, energy consultants and advisers. 

Go to http://www.brebookshop.com/details.jsp?id=327507  

If you have any news, events or courses you would like to publicise in Network then please email details 

to network@aecb.net. 


